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by Martin Zeilig

While on patrol with his unit in Ramadi,
Irag in August, 2003, Joshua Key saw a
sight that sickened him. “They had de-
capitated a group of people with machine
gun fire and a couple of the soldiers were
kicking a head around, like it was a soccer
ball,” says the former private first classin
the U.S. Army’s 43rd Combat Engineer
Company 2/3 Armoured Cavalry, referring
to the actions of members of the 124th
Infantry Division of the U.S. Army.
“From then on, | asked questions of my
superiors. But | was told it was none of my
concern.'You're just here to take orders,’
they said.”

Keyes, 27, was in Winnipeg in July as
part of a cross Canada trip to “raise aware-
ness’ about the on going war in Irag and to
“explain the legal situation regarding war
resisters’ coming to Canada from the
United States. His trip was facilitated by
the No War Codition (Manitoba) - a
loosely structured organization of labour,
church and peace activists, according to
supplied information. Keyes — who served
for eight months in Irag's “Sunni triangle”
—isone of at least 150 soldiers who have
deserted from the U.S. military and come
to Canada, notes a media release from the
group.

A native of Guthrie, Oklahoma, Key —
who, along with his wife, Brandi, has four
children — says he joined the military in
April, 2002 (a year before the U.S. inva
sion of Irag) because of the economic con-
ditions in his hometown of 10,000.
“You're stuck in a place where it's either
working a McDonads for minimum
wage, or join the U.S. Army if you want to
make a future for yourself. | had to do
something,” explains the lightly bearded
welder by profession, adding that he till
has nightmares and suffers from post trau-
matic stress syndrome from his experi-
encesin Irag. Key maintains that the mili-
tary lied to him when he signed up. The
enlistment officer at the recruiting station
in Guthrie said that he'd receive $20,000
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for a college education, health insurance
and steady pay, he says. “They said that
because of my family, I’d be the last one
to be sent to any war. They told me I'd be
a bridge builder and that | could be based
anywhere in the U.S. and not outside the
country,” adds Keyes.

But during training a a "non-
deployable" base in Colorado, he was told
that his “test scores were too high” and
that he was to be instructed in explosives
and land mines. “They told me ‘Y ou® be
the baddest killer on the battlefield.” We
learned what our role was to be in combat.
They taught me how to blow up anything —
schools, hospitals, churches and homes.
They taught me everything about land-
mines and booby traps,” says Key, who
says he loves Canada and hopes to obtain
refugee status — the hearing was set for
Toronto in early September but was post-
poned by the federal government — for his
family and himself. His unit had their
equipment on the railway siding ready to
be shipped to Irag in February, ©3 — a
month before the war started. But, his unit
didn®receive their papers to leave for Irag
till April 1, saysKey.

"On TV it looked like the war was over.
Why was | sent being there? | was going to
Irag to kill," he emphasizes, adding that he
first began to notice things weren® right
when his unit arrived in Kuwait and there
wasn®enough food and water for the sol-
diers. Key® unit finally arrived in Irag
near the end of April. "When | first got
into Iraq, | didn®notice any evidence of an
Iragi military. We knew there weren®
weapons of mass destruction because they
would have used them on us. There was no
violence in Irag directed towards us the
first month | was there in Ramadi (acity of
approximately 300,000 people). We were
the first U.S. troops to ever be there. When
we first got there, we were told to patrol
the streets. | was caught off guard because
| wasn®trained to go on patrol. They also
taught us how to raid homes. At first you
have an adrenaline rush," says Key, adding
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USArmy war resister Joshua Key
speaksin Winnipeg during one of
several visits

that he®@ put a charge on the door or run a
tank through it to gain entry. "I was a-
ways one of the first people in the house."
Although they always had information
from the CIA or Military Intelligence plus
satellite photos, Key maintains that they
"never found anything, like weapons or
terrorists." Key aso began noticing the
faces of the terrified people whose homes
he and his team invaded. He found it very
traumatic.  "Because, they blame you.
Y ou@e the one sending their husbands and
sons to interrogation.”

Shortly afterwards, Key was sent to
Falujah. He wore the same uniform for
three weeks and says he had no access to
regular showers during that time. "l@
swim in the Euphrates River when | had
the chance. | hardly ever spoke to my wife.
You have theright to kill in the U.S. Army
and nobody questions that right. You can
make up any excuse to try and justify it,
but nobody questions it either way," says
Key.

A short time later, he was sent back to
Ramadi where he began "getting into fire
fights' with Iragis. Key’'s unit was con-
stantly under mortar attack. Then, in Au-
gust ©3, three of his good friends had their
legs blown off during a fire fight. "I knew
| had to stay dive and not kill anybody.
What will my kids think? But, | just kept
my mouth shut and did my job. It was mor-

Please see “War Resister” page two.

Photo: Glenn Michalchuk
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Continued from page one.

ally wrong of me. | wasn® protecting my
country by being in Irag. | felt like | was
there to exterminate and antagonize the
Iragi people," says Key.

At one point, he was sent to a U.S.
military "Green Base" in Irag for two
weeks of rest and recreation. Once there,
Key was told that he was being sent back
to the U.S. for 14 days, but had to report
back to Baghdad afterwards. "When | got
back home, | told my wife thisisan illegal
and immora war. | won® go back and
participate," says Key. "I told her, we
either have to run or deal with it." In De-
cember, ©3, Key and his family moved off
base and drove to Philadelphia. They lived
in different hotels for the next 14 months.
Key sometimes found work as a welder.
"Everything | learned in the U.S. military
to evade terrorists, | used during this time.
| had signed up for three years voluntarily.
Nobody had pressured me to join up. |
fulfilled my side of the contract. But, |
never signed anything saying 1@ fight an
illegal war for President Bush," says Key,
adding that driving to Canada was the only
aternative because the military would
have come knocking on his door one day.

“1 looked upon myself as an American
trained terrorist. | was a very stressed per-
son. | want people to know why | came to
Canada.”

Martin Zeilig, a free-lance journaligt, is a
member of Project Peacemakers.

Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of
Project Peacemakers. Project Peacemakers, the
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to
empower people of faith and the larger commu-
nity to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemak-
ers, to work for justice and the integrity of crea-
tion.

Your submissions are welcome. Please send
them to our office. For more information on any
of the stories, call the office.

We encourage you to work for peace. A good
way to start is to become a member of Project
Peacemakers. See page eight.

Editor: Derrick Martens

by Derrick Martens

With the printing of the
Senior Years Creating a
Culture of Peace A Re- E
source Manual for Mani-
toba Teachers, Project
Peacemakers has finished
a complete peace educa

urpe for il

fjom e3
all the way to Senior 4.

The project was begun
in 2003 with a $15,000
grant from the Winnipeg Foundation, and
later with additional funds from the St.
Stephen’s-Broadway Foundation. Under
the masterful skills of Renée Gillis, a
writer for the provincia socid studies
curriculum, and a dedicated advisory com-
mittee, together with collaboration with
the province, the first resource (for Middle
Y ears teachers) was published in Septem-
ber 2003. “The research that has been
coming out in education is realy saying
that peace education is something that is
fundamental, not an extra” says Gillis.
“The education system is redlizing that
peace and nonviolence is something that
our schools should focus on.”

Following the template and concepts
developed by Gillis, a team consisting of
Melissa Miller, Karen Burgoyne, and
Betty Neufeld completed the Early Years
resource in January 2005.

Betty Neufeld, a retired teacher, was
hired by Project Peacemakers to promote
the resource with Winnipeg schools, and
her enthusiastic presentations and hands-
on workshops have resulted in severa
hundred of the resources being distributed,
with very favourable responses. She will
continue promotion of the Early and Mid-
dle Years resource and Project Peacemak-
ers is looking for an educator to promote
the Senior Y ears resource to high schools.

Harold Neufeld, a retired high school
teacher, completed the Senior Y ears peace
resource in time for its official launch at
the Special Area Groups Social Sciences
Teachers Association conference on Octo-
ber 21.

Each resource explores peace, conflict,
and peacemaking in alocal (interpersonal),
national, and international context through
three main themes. The themes for Early
Years are Peace and Conflict; Peaceful
Play; and Children around the World. The
Middle Years are Peace and Conflict
Resolution; Violence in the Media; and

Human Rights and the United Nations.
The Senior Years are Creating a Culture of
Peace; Power, Conflict and Cooperation in
the Global Village; and Media Literacy.

All three resources contain curricular
connections to the new provincial socid
studies learning outcomes, suggested re-
sources and websites, quotations about
peace and war and other helpful appendi-
ces.

The Creating A Culture of Peace educa-
tion resources are available from Project
Peacemakers on a cost recovery basis in
both book and CD-Rom formats. The
Early Yearsand Middle Y ears are $15 each
for the book, with an additional $3 ship-
ping per item if you wish to receive it by
mail. The Senior Years resourceis dightly
more expensive due to it being a larger
book, at $20 per book, with $5 shipping.
CD-Roms are al $10 plus $3 shipping.
Consider buying one for a teacher you
know as a Christmas gift!

Although the resources are designed to
make their integration into the classroom
especially simple for Manitoba teachers,
they can easily be used for teachersin other
provinces, or modified for other purposes
such as Youth Group and Sunday School
use.

To learn more about them, visit our
website, www.projectpeacemakers.org to
see the table of contents in more detail,
access evaluation and order forms, and
easily access al website addresses in the
book.

Now that the Creating a Culture of
Peace project is finished—in English, Pro-
ject Peacemakers is looking to fulfill re-
quests for French versions, and is applying
for grants for the expensive process of
professional trandation.

Derrick Martens is Program Coordinator
of Project Peacemakers.
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By David S. Pankratz

It has become gospel in the peace move-
ment to link peace and justice and to link it
in a specific way — first comes justice then
comes peace. “There is no peace without
justice’, is an unquestioned phrase that
undergirds many actions of the peace
movement, thus we respond to a lack of
peace by working for justice, believing that
justice will lead to peace. 1'd like to ques-
tion the universality of that modus oper-
andi.

| propose that there are a significant
number of times when justice and peace are
linked in the opposite direction — that jus-
tice needs to follow peace, not peace follow
justice; that sometimes we must work for
peace in order to bring about justice. |
propose that in some, and perhaps some of
the most intransigent situations, a bona fide
guiding principle can be ‘there is no justice
without peace’, and that our best strategy in
these circumstances is to work for peace -
and justice will follow. A corallary to that
proposal is that working for justice might
well prevent the devel opment of peace.

The genesis of these thoughtsliein a 20
year association with Winnipeg's pre-
eminent mediator (my wife, Janet Schmidt),
and along persona struggle with how one
should/could approach the Palestin-
ian/lsradli situation, since the predominant
attitude on both sides is that they are inno-
cent victims. Clearly, approaching that
situation from the justice perspective first
requires a judgment as to who is just and
who isthe victim — but I'm getting ahead of
myself.

Firgt, | need to say that | quite agree that
‘peace’ must be ‘just’. | am not disputing
that true peace is dso just. Secondly |
agree that in our own lives we have a re-
sponsibility to act justly — and peace may
well be our return for our just actions. My
premise is that we have extrapolated the
instruction to work for justice in our own
lives, to mean that we are to work for jus-
tice in the lives of others as well. It ismy
proposition that in many cases where we
are a third party we should be working for
peace, and then let justice flow from that
peace as the disputing parties become em-
powered to work a the justice issues
through the peace that we have helped to
broker.

This means that instead of haranguing
the ‘oppressor’ (a judgment we must make
if we areto work for justice), we find ways
to engage the two parties in peacemaking
conversation and actions (a process that
requires us to withhold judgment). Instead
of empowering the oppressed to stand up to
their oppressor, we would empower both
parties to speak to each other about their

experience of the dtuation, their needs,
their concerns, their fears, and their hopes
for the future. Certainly there will be
power imbalances to negotiate; there may
well be more suffering on one side than on
the other — these are natural occurrences in
an unpeaceful dtuation and justice will
need to be restored — which the conflicted
parties will do as we help them each to
overcome their disempowerment in our
work towards peace.

Why is working for peace different than
working for justice? When we are pursuing
justice, dmost by definition we take sides —
one party is unjust, the other is oppressed.
This has several significant impacts. Firgt,
the party that we have judged to be the
unjust villains now has one more enemy to
fight, leading to entrenchment and therally-
ing of more resources to the battle. Sec-
ondly the ‘oppressed’ party gets a holiday
from any activities they may have engaged
in or are engaging in that led to, or exacer-
bated, the conflict. For instance, the Darfur
situation was preceded by the currently
displaced party having attempted a violent
separation from the country of Sudan.
Certainly there must have been perceived
injustices prior to that, but nevertheless, a
military action had been engaged which
was defeated and lead to the current situa-
tion. Entrenchment by one side, and proc-
lamations of tota innocence by the other is
a dgnificant deterrent to peace in that it
moves the parties away from hedthy en-
gagement, and entrenches the adversarial
stance. It blames one party (who also be-
lieves they have suffered and are suffering)
and exonerates the other (who may well
have initiated or contributed to the conflict,
but are now the ‘losers’.)

So, in Darfur, in addition to dealing with
the humanitarian crisis, it is important to
work for peace rather than merely justice.
Jugtice seeks responsibility, who initiated
the current situation, who is to blame, and
who is owed compensation. Peace seeks
only to find away for a divided community
to become whole again — a process of give
and take, of honest reflection and shared (if
unequal) responsibility.

Taking sides in unjust situations is easy
to do. We get angry at the injustice that
presents itself, judge one party, and aign
ourself with the other. Thisis natural — but
too easy. It, in fact, is the same ‘enemy-
orientation’ that led to the conflict in the
first place. It identifies avillain, avictim, -
and ourselves as the hero — a mythology
that most often leads to violence as the hero
fulfills their righteous duty to restore the
victim and punish the villain — this cannot
lead to peace. And non-violence and hero-
actions do not mix well. Fortunately, we
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are cdled to be peacemakers, not heroes.
Being peacemakers requires the hard work
of withholding judgment, and letting go of
the anger and indignation that so tantaliz-
ingly energizes us. It involves letting the
disputing parties take center stage as we
resource them in their unfamiliar journey
towards peace.

How does this play out in the rea
world? In the Philippines, in an un-named
community there were young men serving
(more or less willingly) in both the guerrilla
troops working for justice, and with the
military working for state stability. While
the motives of either side could be ques-
tioned, it seemed clear to the outsiders
brought in that the side of justice lay with
the guerrilla movement — and that informed
their intervention. It was a disaster and the
community was more divided after they left
than before they arrived. What they needed
was not more encouragement towards po-
larization, but rather resources in how to
live & peace with each other while their
sons fought on opposite sides of an armed
struggle.  That peace would have led to
much more healthy conversations about the
situation — and the justice issues would
have been addressed in more indirect and
less confrontational ways.

In conclusion, | suggest that when we
are third parties to a conflict such as the
Palestine/lsradli  conflict, we must first
carefully examine our own motives. Are we
trying to be heroes, or peacemakers? Is our
anger at/fear of one side or the other point-
ing us to the justice issue when we should
be nurturing our compassion for both to
point us to peacemaking? Secondly, we
should carefully consider the needs of the
two parties to see if direct engagement in
peacemaking is going to be the better path
to pursue rather than trying to reach peace
through the backdoor of justice.

| propose that when we engage in a con-
flict that does not directly involve us; when
we are a third party to a conflict, we place
in the forefront of our minds and actionsthe
desire for peace, and remove from our
minds any judgments involving the two
parties. | propose that we approach the
situation as people passionately desiring
peace, and dispassionate as to who is
‘oppressed’. Jesus caled us to act justly
(our actions) and to be peacemakers (where
others are in conflict). Justice is their re-
sponsibility and they will pursue it — as
long as we provide a context of growing
peace within which they can do the hard
work of establishing just relationships.

David Pankratz is a board member of Pro-
ject Peacemakers.
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By Ginny Twomey

On Sept. 9 and 10, the Globa College at
the University of Winnipeg hosted the
Quest War Affected Children Conference,
titled “Two Steps Forward: Looking Back
and Facing the Future,” five years after the
International Conference on War-Affected
Children in Winnipeg. This gathering
brought together former war-affected chil-
dren, Canadian and international activists,
policy makers, educators, members of the
immigrant and refugee community, youth
and interested citizensto listen to and learn
from one another about the impacts of war
on children and what the international and
local community can do to help. In setting
the context, Dr. LIoyd Axworthy said one
of the most dramatic things for him was
the way that individuals in various govern-
ments have become personally involved in
this issue-not the norm in the government
to government environment. He also said
that many of the children who need our
help are now in our country. The problems
of war affected children are not just ones
for Canadian foreign policy but for our
schools and neighbourhoods.

Following are some of the statements
made by people over the course of the two
days that have for one reason or another
stayed with me:

Many societies are engaged in the proc-
ess of self-destruction. Wars have lasted
for decades; 40 years in Columbia, 30
yearsin Angola and since 1956 in Sudan. ¢
The UN Security Council has named 54
groups who have abused children in armed
conflict, identified specifically what each
has done and directed them to stop. The
Security Council will follow up and moni-
tor these groups and consider sanctions
against those who fail to stop. This is the
first time the Security Council has taken
this monitoring and accountability stance.
It is essential that ordinary citizens show
their support for this action by writing to
UN and Security Council members and
Canadian politicians. » Arrows and spears
were more democratic-success was based
on your skill and courage. Now one boy
with an automatic weapon can decimate a
village. - Olara Otunnu, former UN Spe-
cid Representative for Children and
Armed Conflict

Young people who have been affected
by war in their societies are optimistic
about themselves and pessimistic about the
future of their countries. They are aien-
ated from politics. - Sean Byrne, Executive
Director Mauro Centre for Peace, U of M

Failing to carry out duties assigned to
them resulted in violence, starvation and

death. Girls were used for domestic work,
porters and fighting and were the victims
of profound sexual violence. “AK-47 mar-
riages’ were protection from gang rapes. ¢
Boys were able to rise in the ranks. The
more aggressive they were, the greater the
power and privilege they were given. The
line between victim and perpetrator be-
came blurred. ¢ Many children regard
peace as disappointing. Many children
resort to violence to express their anger. -
Myriam Denov, Assistant Professor Crimi-
nology, University of Ottawa

The problem is not war-affected chil-
dren. The problem is war itself. How can
we expect poor countries and groups to
obey international law if the mighty coun-
tries do not? - Alexandre Trudeau, journal-
ist, documentary film maker, activist.

Where are the processes for young
people to forgive us for having let them
down?It’s not just us forgiving them.
Kathy Vandergrift, Director of Policy,
Ottawa Bureau, World Vision Canada

Five years ago | started to see more war
affected children...we need to listen to
their stories and stop medicalizing them.
They are very resilient—stop looking at
what's wrong - look at where they are
personaly and help them get where they
want to go. « Jan Stewart, Faculty, U of W

Our vision is to enable community
capacity building, seeing not victims but
survivors. Looking at children and coun-
selling them in isolation does not work.
The model of care in New Zealand is the
child, school and family. Research shows
alowing children to tell their stories re-
duces racism. - Pamela Singh, Research
Project Coordinator, Needs Centre for War
Affected Children.

The military believe they have to de-
stroy a village to save it. This is not the
concept of peace building. We need a seri-
ous approach to stop the flow of light arms
to areas of conflict or those at risk. War is
business - tackle the economic side of
things. - Jimmie Briggs, Goodwill Ambas-
sador and United Nations Specia Envoy
for Children and Armed Coniflict.

The provincia government’s plan is for
10,000 immigrants per year for the next
ten years. Last year, we went from 4500 to
7000. Historically, about 1300 refugees a
year come to Manitoba. The province of
Manitoba receives money from the federal
government to do language training and
integration. The maximum increase from
the federal government is 10% per year.

- David Rice-Lampert, Community Well-
ness Specialist.

We watched our families killed by the
janjaweed. We hid in the grass and then

we started to walk. We found other chil-
dren like us in the jungle but we couldn’t
even tak to each other. We walked. Some
of us died. At first, we left them. Then we
buried them by digging with our hands. We
came to ariver. Some of us couldn’t swim.
We left them. We got to a camp in Ethio-
pia. At first there was no food and no shel-
ter. Then the janjaweed came to kill us. We
ran to hide in the jungle. Then we walked
to Kenya. There we found a better camp.

* We need help in learning English, our
third language. We need safe clean places
to live. We need to learn computers. We
have seen terrible things-we need counsel-
ling. We need education so we can contrib-
ute to this country. « We thank the people
of Winnipeg for welcoming us. - State-
ments from some of the Lost Boys and
Girls of Sudan, 200 of whom have recently
been accepted as refugees in Winnipeg.

Over al, the conference made me ap-
preciate again the resiliency of the human
spirit in the face of the overwhelming pain
and evil that is war. Our responsibility
here, in a place of relative safety, is to
work together in practical ways to develop,
and support the enforcement of, interna
tional law and other mechanisms to prevent
violence and war. Another responsibility is
to respect and support each of the individu-
als, here and abroad, who have been caught
up in the cycles of violence and loss.

Ginny Twomey is a Project Peacemakers
Board Member and leads workshops on
child soldiers.
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P.W. Singer
Random House, 2005. 288 pages.

Reviewed by Ginny Twomey

“The topic of children at war is admittedly
not an easy one, neither to research nor read
about. These new soldiers are not Smply
children; they can be calous killers capable
of the mogt terrible acts of cruelty and bru-
tality. Many are adrift, having lost their
entire families, including some by their own
hands, they may know nothing except a
world of violence. At the same time, they
are gtill children whom society has an obli-
gation to protect. Their understanding of the
power and conse-
quences of ther
acts is often lim-
ited. Indeed, chil-
dren’s immaturity
and inexperience
is often the very
reason they are
exploited. It isthis
innocence  of
youth  placed
within the context
of war that is
perhaps the most
difficult to ded
with.”

This statement in the introduction sets
the tone for an objective, respectful and
compassionate account of this dreadful
strategy of modern warfare.

P.W. Singer is National Security Fellow
at the Brookings Institution and Director of
the Brookings Project on U.S. Policy To-
wards the Iamic World. He has served as
an advisor to the U.S. military on child
soldiers.

He begins by describing the conduct of
warfare over the last four millennia, where
the norm in all societies was against using
children in active combat roles. He then
reviews the various areas of the globe in the
last 40 years. On every continent except
Antarctica, children have been used in Sig-
nificant numbers by government, rebel and
terrorist forces. The generaly accepted
edtimate is that there are currently 300,000
active child soldiers, ranging in age from 6
to 17, approximately 40% of whom are
girls. This number is just under 10% of
combatants actually involved in conflict.

The inter-connected underlying causes
include “socia disruptions and failures of
development caused by globalization, war
and disease,” technological changes which
make small arms easy for children to oper-
ate, and “arisein anew type of conflict that
is far more brutalized and criminalized.”
Each of these causes is explored in some
detail. There are millions of children in this
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When children are disillusioned, hu-
miliated, lack proper schooling, and
see themselves with no viable future,
they are more likely to take refuge in
radicalism. For many, then, even kill-
ing themselves becomes interpreted
as a relief from a present life that
they see as intolerable. In turn, soci-
ety's willingness to sacrifice their
youth may be generated by external
political actions, such as occupation,
or by internal societal causes, such as
an ethicof revenge. -p. 126

protect them or are dead.

The horrific tactics used in indoctrination
and training are intended “to create a sort of
‘mora disengagement’ from the violence
that children are supposed to carry out as
soldiers.” Children become proficient kill-
ersor they die.

For adult soldiers, having to fight and
kill children whom their instincts tell them
to protect is also a tragedy. The chapter
outlining military tactics to minimize the
use of violence against children is a chilling
comment on humanity’ s failure.

Singer provides an extensive review and
anaysis of international efforts to prevent
the use of child sol-
diers. The strategy of
“naming and sham-
ing” needs to be
followed by legd
actions, as well as
the use of targeted
sanctions  against
states or armed
groups and ther
business associates.

He details as well
the phases of the
process of turning a
soldier back into a
child: “(1) disarmament and demobiliza-
tion; (2) rehabilitation in both the physical
and psychologica reams; and (3) reintegra-
tion with families and the community,
which mugt include sustained follow-up
support, including self-capacity building
and extended counsdlling.” In al of these

seen as plentiful, malleable and cheap. It is
difficult to read, but it is more difficult to
imagine the fate of hundreds of thousands of
current, past and future child soldiers if
those of us who are safe do not learn its
lessons.

Ginny Twomey is a Project Peacemakers
Board Member and leads workshops on
child soldiers.

Join Project Peacemakers on our
6th Annual Toy Store Inspections
November 19. Meet at 9:30 at the

office. Call 775-8178 to sign up!

areas, lessons are still
being learned which
need to be shared
more effectively
throughout the inter-
nationa community.
As well, there needs
to be more sustained
funding.  “Former
child soldiers must be
treated as the victims
they are. They require
sustained and system-
aic support to alow
them to regain the
childhood and oppor-

tunities that were
stolen from them.”
While | knew

many of the things
that are in this book
from previous re-
search, | had not rec-
ognized that the use
of child soldiers is a
deliberate  strategy,
because children are
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Seyyed Hossein Nasr
HarperSanFrancisco, 2003.
198 pages.

Reviewed by John Derksen

This readable survey of the religion, his-
tory and civilizational contributions of
Islam is written after the events of Septem-
ber 11, 2001. The author, a Muslim of
Iranian origin who teaches at George
Washington University in Washington DC,
depicts Islam in a way that western non-
Muslims may both learn about Islam and
glimpse the world through Muslim eyes.

A strong introduction sketches the his-
tory of Islamic studies in the West, and
identifies key contributions of Islam to the
world. Chapter 1 surveys Islam’s geogra-
phy, essence, and inner unity and diversity.
Chapter two summarizes the private and
public roles of religion in Islam, and lays
out its foundations in the Qur'an, the
Prophet Muhammad, and the exemplary
traditions about him. Chapter 3 sets forth
Islam’s beliefs about God, prophecy and
revelation, men and women, and the cos-
mos. Chapter 4 outlines Islam’s lega
dimensions (Shari’ah, divine law) and its
Sufi spiritual dimensions. Chapter 5 de-
scribes Ilam’s visible practices and insti-
tutions such as the 5 Pillars, the family,
and economic and political structures.
Chapter 6 presents a magestic sweep
through Islamic history from its origins to
the present day. Chapter 7 describes the
schools of Islamic theological and philoso-
phical thought. The book concludes with
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Peter Kuran, director.
Narrated by William Shatner.
1995 92 minutes; bonusfeatures

Reviewed by Derrick Martens

Visualy and sonically haunting yet eerily
beautiful, Trinity shows dozens of mainly
US nuclear tests, many declassified, re-
stored, and shown publicly for the first
time. Director Peter Kuran traces the de-
velopment and production of nuclear
weapons and their tests in the upper atmos-
phere, on ships, fired from cannons, under-
water, above ground, and under the earth.
The film lets the weapons tests speak
for themselves, and with a stirring, medie-
val-like score and truly frightening images
of mushroom clouds, sinking ships, mas-
sive blast waves, and vapourized tropical
islands, the bombs appear as the force and
will of pure evil. The atomic weapons
rend heaven and earth as lightning flashes
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reflections on Islam today (ch. 8). While
defending his own “traditional and spiri-
tual” perspective, Nasr criticizes both the
modernists with their western rationalism
and the “fundamentalists’ with their inex-
cuseable violence for wrongly borrowing
unlslamic tools to achieve “Islamic” ends.

Although much of the content is stan-
dard introductory fare, the book offers
valuable uniquenesses. With surveys of
Islam in black Africa, Southeast Asia and
China, the book’s scope is truly global.
The frequent mention of the Shia, Sufis
and Persia point to the author's back-
ground and spiritual orientation. With fine
balance, Nasr appreciates non-Muslim
scholars who approach Islam with objec-
tivity and sympathy. Despite strong criti-
cism of Western economic and political
influence, his references to Christianity are
often sympathetic.

Nasr also acknowledges shortcomings
within the Muslim community. He admits
failures of Uthman, the third caliph, rejects
the near hagiography of Muslim heroes
displayed by some Muslim writers, and
mentions internal debates such as those on
Islam’s relation to Confucianism in China
However, on the spread of Islam, he high-
lights the peaceful Sufi propagation and
remains silent about violent conquests. On
Isam’s decline from 1700 to 1900, the
book focuses on external western conquest
and omits the Muslim world's interna
decay.

This gentle survey of Isam as seen
through Muslim eyes is a first rate intro-
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from the mushroom clouds and air ships
crash, the earth heaving.

With interviews with Dr. Edward
Teller, the apocalyptic formerly secret
footage brought to my mind the shear idi-
ocy of its invention and the massive dam-
age the tests carried out by the US and
other nuclear weapons states unleashed
upon humanity — not only for its cataclys-
mic possibilities, but as the likely cause for
increased cancer rates around the world.
Between 1945 and 1962 aone, the US
carried out 331 atmosphere tests, and 1054
tests in tota, with 928 at the Nevada test
site. The film ends with the haunting im-
ages of a Chinese test of a tactica battle-
field strike, sending its soldiers, AK-47s
blazing, into the blast site from a nuclear
bomb only minutes before. Thisis another
nuclear movie that should be shown in
schoals, churches, and parliaments around
the world.
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duction. Given the author’s traditiona,
orthodox and irenic posture, and his solid
understanding of the western mind, the
book builds a valuable bridge to Western
readers from the Muslim side. Muslims of
a legalistic or narrow-minded bent may
aso find in this book a refreshing spiritual
breeze.

John Derksen is Assistant Professor of
Conflict Resolution Sudies at Menno
Smons College in Winnipeg, MB, and a
board member of Project Peacemakers.

51 F

The Atomic Bomb Movie, available
for rent from Movie Village.
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by Derrick Martens

After amost ten years with our old web-
site, www.projectpeacemakers.org has a
new streamlined look and easy-to-use
interface. A handy feature is the sidebar
on the left of the page that automatically
updates itself with upcoming events and
Project Peacemaker news; click it to get
more information. |s the text on the screen
too small to easily
read? Simply
choose to view the
website with lar-
ger text. Looking
for  something
specific on our
site? Type your
search words in
the search box,
located at the top
right of  your
screen.
certain page inter-

est you? You can easily emall it to a
friend or print your own copy witth the
email and print icons.

The new look of our website is done
using Plone, a website management tool
that keeps a consistent look and helps
automate content. The site was set up by
Jason Hildebrand through PeaceWorks, a
computer consulting group based in Wa-
terloo, ON that specializesin working with
non-profit and church organizations.

wish to borrow.

basket.

anew user.

Peace Resource Library

One of the major improvements of this
website over the previous one is the addi-
tion of the fully functioning Resource-
Works library management software, de-
signed by Hildebrand for the Mennonite
Church of Eastern Canada and Mennonite
Church Canada. Now every item in our
Peace Resource library will be listed
online. Users will be able to search for
specific books by subject, keywords, or
any other attribute, such as author and title.
You will also be able to see if an item is
currently on loan from the library and
when it is due. PDF documents, such as
Peace Projections newsletters since 1998,
will be available for download using the
Peace Library site as well.

To use our ResourceWorks, other than
searching, you must sign up as a user,
under “Login” (available to both members
and non-members of Project Peacemak-
ers). The process takes about 30 seconds,
and after you choose a username and pass-

How to Use Our On-Line Catalogue
1. Browse, either
“keyword,” by browsing a “subject,”
or conducting an “advanced search.”

2. Add to your basket each item you

3. Click “request these items” on your

4. Log-in by entering your user name
and password. Or register, if you are

Does a 5. Make your reservation.

word, you will be ready to go! You may
request items, and when you have an over-
due item, the program will automaticaly
email you to remind you to bring back
your item — of course we still recommend
that you record your due date. In addition,
the program will alow Project Peacemak-
ers to see which items are most popular,
and accurately trace those overdue items!
(Note to members,
please return previ-
ous overdue items
if you sill have
them.)

When you are
using the Peace
Library site, you
will  notice that
when you look at
an item’s record, it
will tell you where
it is located in the
library and if it is
in, as well as other bibliographic informa-
tion. At the bottom of the page is ayellow
box called “Basket Contents.” If you are
interested in reserving that item, click on
“Add this book to the basket” located just
above the yellow box. Your item will be
added to the basket, along with any previ-
oudly selected items. When you are ready
to request your items, simply click
“Request these items;” or if you change
your mind choose “Remove from Basket.”
We will set aside the requested items for
you at the Project Peacemakers office. Of
course, you need to come to the office to
pick them up, which we will sign out to

by entering a
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you on our com-
puter.

Lending Policy

A regular
loan for all mate-
ridls is three
weeks, with a
three week re-
newal possible.
There may be
times when staff
or volunteers
need priority
access to items
for the work of
Project Peace-
makers. We are
still working out
our overdue
policy.

Our library
will continue to
grow, especialy
in areas we are
currently  work-
ing on. Please
check back to
see what new
resources we
havel And of
course, fed free
to suggest appro-
priate items for Project Peacemakers.

Upcoming eventson
our new homepage

Derrick Martens is Program Coordinator
of Project Peacemakers.
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Project Peacemakers
News and Upcoming Events

Board Update
We welcome new Board Member,
Wendy Kroeker.

3rd Global Justice Film Festival
Friday November 4, Saturday Novem-
ber 5, University of Winnipeg.

The programme, ticket information,
and other details are available at:
http://ca.geocitiescom/winnipegeve
ntg/filmfestival.html For more infor-
mation contact 1-204-389-4141 or
winstonl@mts.net. Early registration
isencouraged.

6th Annual Toy Store Inspections
November 19. 9:30 at the office.

Get ready for Christmas by inspect-
ing Winnipeg's toy and department
stores. Learn which stores are reduc-
ing the violent toysthey sell, and talk
with managers about your concerns.
Contact 775-8178 for more informa-
tion. We still need volunteers of all
ages; children must be with a parent
or guardian.

Sing for Peace Fundraising Concert
November 20, 2:30 pm Crescent Fort
Rouge United Church

Join us for a wonderful concert by
very talented high school choirs,
singing for peace, and raising money
for Project Peacemakers work. This
year we are featuring excellent choirs
from Gordon Bell High School, the
Pembina Trails Voices Chorale,
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate,
and the Winnipeg Boys Choir. Tick-
ets are available from the Project
Peacemakers office or at the door
and are only $10. Children 12 and
under are free.

New Project Ploughshares Director
John Sebert, formerly a Foreign Ser-
vice Officer with Foreign Affairs, and
formerly Program Officer for Human
Rghts and Aboriginal Justice with
the United Church of Canada, began
as Executive Director of Ploughshares
on August 1st. Ernie Regehr will con-
tinue to work on research and writ-
ing for Project Ploughshares.

Coat Rack Needed

If you have an unused coat
rack, please consider donating
it to Project Peacemakers.

Red River Co-op

Please consider buying your gas from
Red Rver Co-op, using the Project
Peacemakers member number:
115339. We receive several hundred
dollars a year this way. Thanks to
everyone who supports us through
Co-op purchases.

Doorbell for the Office

Due to security concerns at Westmin-
ster United Church, the door at the
top of the stairs will be kept closed.
Please ring the doorbell to alert
Peacemakers staff of visitors. Feel
free to continue to drop in!

Global Justice Film Festival Films
Available for Viewing

Many of the most popular films from
the last two years are available for
loan from United Church AVEL: 233-
8911.

Donationsand Memberships
When mailing cheques to Project
Peacemakers, please write in the
memo line if it is a membership re-
newal, donation (receives a tax re-
ceipt), or both.

For alittle PEACE of mind
call usfor all your insurance needs.

Autopac ® Business ® Home

Life ® Group Benefits

Tony Taronno CAIB

186-2025 Corydon Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3P ON5

Phone 988-1511

India’s Nuclear Forces 2005
Missiles Range km Payload #'s

Agnil 700+ 1000kg 36
Agnill 2000+ 1000kg 36
Agnilll 3000+ 1500kg R&D
Prithvi 150 1000 kg ?, Army
Dhanush 350 1000kg R&D
Sagarika 300 + ? R&D
Aircraft Range Payload #'s
Mirage 2000H/

Vaﬂﬁf 1800km 6300kg 40
Jaguar 1918/

Tt 1600km 4775kg 131

Source: NRDC Nuclear Notebook, Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists Sept/Oct 2005 Vol. 61, No.5

Cost of America’s Nuclear
Weapons Program since 1940 in
2005 USdollars:

«$7.5 trillion total

 $115 million per year (average)

Source: Joseph Cirincione, Bulletin of Atomic Scien-
tists Sep/Oct 2005 Vol. 61, No.5 p. 47.

French Nuclear Forces 2005

Missile Warheads
Aircraft Range km X yield kilotons
Mirage 2000N* 300 1x300
Quper Bendardt 300 1x 300
Submarine
Lindomptable® 4000 16 x 6 x 150
LInflexiblea 4000+ 16x6x100
LeTriomphant 4000+ 16x6 x 100
Le Téméraire 4000+ 16x6x100
Le igilant 4000+ 16x6x 100
LeTerrible® 6000 16x6x100

* 60 aircraft, 50 active warheads
t10aircraft, 10 active warheads

Each submarine carries 16 ballistic missiles,
with each missile carrying 6 warheads.

° Scheduled for decommissioning 2005

o Scheduled to be withdrawn 2008

N Sheduled to become operational 2010.

Source: NRDC Nuclear Notebook, Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists Jul/Aug 2005 Vol. 61, No.4

5BLF MPDBM KB

To get involved in Project Peacemakers,
come by our office or give us a call.
Presently we have about 250 members.
Membership includes a subscription to
Peace Projections and input into the
organization's programs and activities.
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional. Tax receipts available for dona-
tions over $10. The work of peacemak-
ing isimportant and exciting. Pleasejoin
us in this endeavour. Invite your friends
aswell.
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