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By Bequie Lake

The process of manufacturing landminesis
like creating Frankenstein’s monster — on
purpose. To manufacture something you
know you will lose control over as soon as
it's brought to life— and then to do it again
and again and again — shows a calous
disregard for humanity that even Mary
Shelley could not have imagined. After
al, Frankenstein learned his lesson after
making only one monster.

But hundreds of millions of mines had
to be planted, and hundreds of thousands
of lives and limbs lost before we learned
our lesson. In 1994, the evidence of the
damage from these mini-monsters finaly
became so overwhelming that a giant civil-
ian campaign — the International Campaign
to Ban Landmines - was launched to try to
regain control over these weapons. The
campaign was fruitful; in 1997, the Mine
Ban Treaty (or Ottawa Convention) was
signed by 122 countries, banning the
manufacturing of mines and starting an
organized effort to demine, assist survi-
vors, universalize the Treaty, and advocate
for amine-free world.

Today 144 countries — about three-
quarters of those in the world — have
signed on to the Mine Ban Treaty. The
annual number of casualties has dropped
by about 1/3 in the past ten years. All
around the world, deminers are working on
their hands and knees, prodding the ground
inch by inch, to locate and destroy each of
the millions of mines. These deminers are
reclaiming our arable land, our roads, our
access to wells and other sources of clean
water, our orchards, our neighbourhoods...
they are slowly bringing the monster back
under control.

It's possible we can solve this problem
— by éliminating mines completely —in our
lifetimes. It was a problem created in the
20" century, with the first widespread use
of mines in the Second World War. If we
keep moving forward, it could be con-
quered by the end of the 219,

But that's an “if” - not an inevitability.

ReeRgetios Roe Qe

The American government recently an-
nounced that it plans to use a new land-
mine system in Irag. The proposed
“Matrix” system employs Claymore direc-
tional fragmentation mines (which are
legal to use under the Mine Ban Treaty,
provided they are only detonated by com-
mand, and not activated by their victim),
triggered by a remote control system. Ac-
cording to the American government, this
mine use is consistent with international
law.

But to some critics, it's a step back-
wards — many are questioning the ability
of the Matrix system to hit genuine mili-
tary targets and avoid children, civilians,
and animals. Regardless, some believe it
signals a retreat from the principals of the
Ottawa Convention. Prior to this, the
United States military had not planted
mines since the first Gulf War, which
many took to be a signal of their under-
standing of the new international norms
established by the Mine Ban Treaty.

This is just one example of the threats
to the elimination of landmines in the
world. Mines are still consistently being
planted by governments in Russia and
Burma, and used by “non-state actors’ in
many countries around the world.

It's essential that we remain vigilant —
even the planting of a few mines can cause
devastating effects for generations. We
have the right to have a say in what weap-
ons are used in our world — and a responsi-
bility to do so.

The extraordinary participation of indi-
viduals has defined the campaign against
landmines from the beginning. Canadians
have been some of the most active glob-
aly, and Manitobans have been some of
the most active in Canada. In arecent list
of five Canadians creating an
“Extraordinary Impact” in mine action in
Canada, four were Manitobans: Sierra
Noble, a youth activist and fiddler; Lloyd
Axworthy, President of the University of
Winnipeg, and leader in the signing of the
Mine Ban Treaty; and Darryl Toews and

Youth Mines Ambassador
Program Volunteer Meghan
Menzies preparesadisplay for a
landminesfundraiser

Meredith Daun, co-founders of the Mani-
toba Campaign to Ban Landmines.
Thousands more youth and community
members have volunteered their time and
energy to this issue. During Canadian
Landmine Awareness Week, from Febru-
ary 28" — March 5", youth in Winnipeg
organized many awareness raising events
in our community. On March 1%, over 40
youth from around the city took part in the
“March of Soles” to commemorate the
lives, limbs and livelihoods lost to land-
mines. Each students walked empty shoes
— each tagged with the age and location of
areal landmine victim or survivor - up the
steps of the legidature - symbolizing all the
shoes no longer needed worldwide.
The youth of Manitoba are not alone —
voices of reason come from al over the
world.  Mines Action Canada and the
Youth Mine Action Ambassador Program
recently hosted a Conference for youth

Please see “Monster” page two.
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Continued from page one.

activists in Nairobi, Kenya. The youth
gathered from 24 countries to receive
training for their current mine action ac-
tivities and strategize about future action.

Together, they wrote a declaration,
which was presented to world leaders
gathered at the Nairobi Summit — the five
year review conference of the Mine Ban
Treaty, which states, “we declare our com-
mitment to press forward with the fight to
rid the world of landmines, and our deter-
mination to finish the job in our lifetime.”
The declaration is one of confidence: this
is a monster we as human beings have
created, and it is one we can reignin.

To get involved with the local cam-
paign, call Bequie at (204) 987-6422 or e
mail winnipeg@dangermines.ca. Or visit
the Manitoba Campaign to Ban Land-

mines at www.mbcbl.org

Bequie Lake is a young theatre-maker and
activist. She is currently working as the
Youth Ambassador for the Youth Mine
Action Ambassador Program and the
Manitoba Council for International Coop-
eration.
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Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of
Project Peacemakers. Project Peacemakers, the
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to
empower people of faith and the larger commu-
nity to respond to Christ's call to be peacemak-
ers, to work for justice and the integrity of crea-
tion.

Your submissions are welcome. Please send
them to our office. For more information on any
of the stories, call the office.

We encourage you to work for peace. A good
way to start is to become a member of Project
Peacemakers. See page eight.

Editor: Derrick Martens
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By Derrick Martens

People all around the world remembered
the illegal invasion of Iragq on March 19,
marking the second anniversary of the war
and occupation. In the US, over 720 ac-
tions were held, and in Canada 44 commu-
nities participated.

Winnipeg's action was coordinated by
the No War Coalition (Manitoba), which
Project Peacemakers actively participates
in. Approximately 500 people turned up
on a sunny and relatively warm Saturday
to add their bodies and voices to the global
movement against the occupation. After
gathering at the Legidature to the beat of
an aborigina women’s drumming group
and hearing Professor Howard Davidson
speak on the lack of respect for interna-
tional law, the march headed to Portage
Avenue and wrapped up at Broadway
Disciples United Church.

The program at the Church was very
powerful. After Dr. Ghassan Joundi, an
Iragi, opened with remarks from the Mani-
toba Islamic Association, Project Peace-
makers David Pankratz effectively com-
municated the experience of being occu-
pied by telling stories and showing pic-
tures of events and locations of the occu-
pation in Baghdad, but drawing them on a

(Left) Mined area underneath the
bobsled run built for the 1984
Olympicsin Sarajevo

(Right) Innocent: Global solidar-
ity with the children of Iraq at the
March 19 International Day of
Action in Winnipeg
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large Winnipeg map to bring it close to
home. The Winnipeg Labour Choir and
Pat McGuire kept the crowd entertained
with humorous social songs. Lisa Mar-
tens, a friend of Project Peacemakers
shared her experiences in Irag with Chris-
tian Peacemaker Teams, and Dr. Assi
Khelil talked about the current state of
occupation in Iraq, having just returned
from afamily visit amonth earlier.

The British Medical Journal The Lancet
found that over 100 000 Iragis beyond the
normal sanction-era death rate have died in
the first 18 months of the war and occupa-
tion. Most of the extra deaths were due to
violence, particularly US air strikes.
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By David S. Pankratz

Chronology of movies:

George Lucas chose to start what was
intended to be a triple trilogy in the
middle — with the first movie in 1977
being the first movie of the middle tril-
ogy — the fourth movie in the intended
series of nine. Thus the first movie we
saw is referred to as Star Wars IV. This
was followed by episodes Vand \, all of
them featuring Luke Skywalker as the
new Jedi hero of the rebel forces who
are involved in an epic struggle against
an oppressive evil empire led by those
using the “dark force”.

Then, in 1999, Lucas started at the
beginning of the trilogy, setting the
action several decades prior to the ac-
tion in Sar Wars IV. Sar Wars Il will
end 35 years prior to the action in Sar
Wars IV, giving time for Anakin and
Padma to have a child who will be the
heroic Luke Skywalker of Star Wars IV.

Lucas has since made it clear that
there will be no third trilogy, thus leav-
ing the Star Wars franchise as a six-
movie double trilogy.

Cast of Characters:

Anakin Skywalker(Darth Vader): A very
talented Jedi Knight who, in Star Wars I
reveals himself increasingly as impa-
tient and disrespectful of the rules, in-
cluding rules limiting the use of “the
force”, and Jedi prohibitions against
marriage. In Star Wars Il he does two
things that | believe will be used to
draw him to the dark side — his massa-
cre of the people in the Tusken raider
camp who had captured and murdered
hismother, and his marriage to Padma.

Padma Amidala: A senator from a
planet that values peaceful resolution
to conflict. She opposes the develop-
ment of a Galactic army, believing that
it will smply feed a cycle of violence
and lead to an armsrace.

Galactic Republic/Empire: At the point
our story begins in Star Wars |, the Re-
public is a relatively peaceful, though
raucous, administration of all the plan-
ets in the known galaxy. It's a kind of
beefed-up UN (complete with charges
of corruption) in a galaxy of otherwise
politically autonomous planets that has
effectively dis-armed, relying on a few
hundred Jedi Knights to keep order.
The Republic is the “good” guys in Sar
Wars | and I, then some time in SV 11l or
later the administration changes and
they become “The Empire”, the “bad”
guysof SWIV,V&VI.

Jedi Knights: The Jedi Knights are a

Please see “Background” page four.

Sar Warslll: Prophetic Pop Qulture

Star Wars |11 is about to come out on May
19 - exactly 28 years to the day after the
first Star Wars movie was released by
George Lucas in 1977. While these mov-
ies are pop-culture icons, they are aso
very instructive regarding the place of
violence and nonviolence in political af-
fairs - which is why it merits an entry in
Peace Projections.

Because the Star Wars double trilogy
started with the fourth movie in the chro-
nology of the series, and we are now
watching the prequel to the original series,
we have a unique opportunity to “see the
future” of this constructed world (see side-
bar). George Lucas, whether intentionally
or not, has brought to millions of unwitting
movie-goers an opportunity to understand
the negative implications of the use of
violence to achieve even good ends in
ways that no other pop-culture movie has
yet done — in a plot-line so relevant to
today’ sredlities asto be almost prophetic.

We do know that the “good” Galactic
Republic, defended by the newly minted
clone troopers in Star Wars |1 becomes the
“evil” Empire, defended by the same
troopers, but now they are the jack-booted
stormtroopersin Star Wars 1V. It isvirtu-
aly certain that this transition in Star Wars
I11 will not occur as the result of a military
defeat, but rather as the result of an inter-
nal transition, the seeds of which are read-
ily apparent in the plot-line of Star Wars
Il. Thistransition alone will be instructive
in assessing the future of a country with an
overwhelming army and increasingly cen-
tralized political power, but there is much
more than that waiting for us in Star Wars
I1I. I'll explore the most important themes
here, but there are many more that cannot
be included.

Most intriguingly and insightfully,
Darth Sdious in the last scene of the
movie, reacts with great satisfaction that
“the Clone Wars have begun,” even
though his own troops were entirely wiped
out in a battle in which his rebel move-
ment is not just defeated but humiliatingly
crushed. The parallels to the “war on ter-
rorism” are amost too papable to miss,
including the escape of the main protago-
nists. Osama bin Laden declared well
before the attack on the Trade Towers that
what he wanted was a battle between Islam
and the West so that the corrupting
“Westernization” of Islam could be
stopped. For that he needed awar between
the two, and he now has it - complete with
humiliating defeats in both Afghanistan
and Irag. For evil to triumph, not only
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Anakin Skywalker, frustrated with
non-violence, usesforce asatool,
transforming into Darth Vader

must “good men do nothing”, there must
be a general acceptance that violence isthe
effective method to achieve ends. It isin
the context of violence that differences
between people can be exaggerated, that
abuse of power can masquerade as
“protection,” and that very violence justi-
fied in acynical self- confirming cycle. So,
just as the start of the war brings satisfac-
tion to the evil Darth Sidious, the “war on
terrorism” brings great satisfaction both to
Osama bin Laden and to his adversaries, in
spite of their respective “losses.”

The question of whether the Republic
should develop an army to counter the
military build-up of the rebels is the cen-
tral theme of Star Wars |1 - championed by
many who see the Jedi Knights as only
marginaly effective peacekeepers and
completely ineffective defenders (think US
attitudes to the UN). Those opposed to the
development of an army argue that the use
of violence by the Republic will only in-
crease the use of violence by the rebels. In
fact, one of the best parts of the movie was
an extended discussion on exactly this
point - that unfortunately got left on the
cutting room floor and never made it into
the theatres — perhaps too politically sensi-
tive for even the adventurous George Lu-
cas. Connected with this discussion, an
assassination of the chief opponent to the
development of an army is attempted — and
then this incident is cynically used to jus-
tify the need for that army, to provide the
security needed to protect the lives of the
innocents who shun the use of violence

Please see “ Star Wars” page four.

Roe Three

Photo: Star Wars:The Phantom Menace (SW |) publicity poster
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Continued from page three.

kind of nonviolent peacekeeping force.
Yes, they do use violence, but in the
world of science fiction, their methods
are as nonviolent as Hollywood can
imagine an effective force to be. They
are ‘good’ practitioners of ‘the force’, an
energy that can be used to exert both
physical and mental influence in the
hands of the Jedi, rendering outright
violence virtually unnecessary unless
they are faced with great numbers of
opponents or another Jedi Knight. For
the purposes of the plot-line the Jedi
serve as a nonviolent alternative to a
standing army —they prefer negotiation
and influence to bring ‘enemies on-
side, often making the use of physical
COercion unnecessary.

Darth Sdious: The leading Jedi of the
“dark side” — a millennia-old outcast
arm of the Jedi knights whose reliance
on the dark side of the force is charac-
terized by the use of violence to defeat
and subjugate enemies. He is the “evil
mastermind” behind the developments
of the rebel movement, and “The Em-
peror” of SW IV to VI who spends his
energies trying to defeat the rebel
movement he spawned in SW Il (sound
familiar?).

Rebels: In SW I, a movement seem-
ingly led by a Jedi Knight disenchanted
with the corruption of the Galactic ad-
ministration; it’s stated goals are amore
fair economic regime and more auton-
omy. They have the bulk of the galaxy’s
resources and feel under-paid for their
contribution to the Galaxy's wealth — a
story played out so often on earth it's
almost beneath Lucas to choose some-
thing so common. It is important to
note that the rebels in SW Il are the
“bad guys’ who almost succeed in exe-
cuting our young heroes; yet in SW IV
they are the “good guys’ who find a
new young hero in Luke Skywalker.

A note about names: Writers of fiction
have always had fun with the names
they invent. A couple notes of interest
regarding Lucas's use of names. The art
behind the naming of Darth Sdiouswill
come to light when he uses ‘in-sidious’
methodsto gain influence and eventual
control of the Republic, rather than
using violence or popular revolt. Luke
Skywalker is Lucas's bow to himself —
which you will recognize when you
pronounce “Luke S”

Sar Warslll: Prophetic Pop Qulture
Continued from pagethree.

themselves.

| believe that Star Wars 11 will reveal
that the rebel movement was simply the
foil that Darth Sidious needed to get the
Republic to enact policies that he could
then use to his benefit. The Republic's
response to the rebel movement was the
passing of “emergency powers’ legislation
(read anti-terrorism legidation), and the
acceptance of the need for a vast overpow-
ering military. All Darth Sidious has to do
in Star Wars 111 isto take over the admini-
stration of the Galaxy by replacing the
weak-willed Chancellor; first becoming
the real ruler behind the throne, and then,
when his power-base is secure, revealing
himself as The Emperor — an insidious
pattern used effectively by Saddam Hus-
sein, and duplicable elsewhere. If this
should happen in the US, it would not be
an “individual” who takes over power, but
rather a way of thinking about American
power in the world, which will be imple-
mented by many individuals, motivated by
fear and power, and articulated as
“security.”

Interestingly, a recent poll of high
school students in the US has revealed that
in fact they articulate a willingness to give
up freedoms in return for security. That
their attitudes to freedom and security
have aready been shaped by decreased
freedom of the press is entirely lost on
them. They represent the self-fulfilling
cyclical nature of the dance between de-
creased freedoms and increased security
measures. The real evils in thisworld are
not people, but ideas and attitudes
(“forces’?) — which cannot be “killed”,
and thus are much more dangerous than
mere flesh and blood, because they can
take over without requiring the niceties of
a declaration of war or subjecting them-
selvesto afreevote.

The movie, asin red life, also has dis-
cussions about democracy as part of the

Strikingly similar to Nazi Germany
(above), the democratic Galactic
Republic, in itsresponse to major
crises, becomesthe fascist Empire

backdrop for this movement towards war.

Photo: Return of the Jedi SW VI

Photo: Leni Riefenstahl, Triumph of the Will

Anakin engages in several discussions

about the value of democracy, while inexo-
rably moving towards becoming the dark

supporter of the autocratic emperor that we

seein Star Wars 1V. Witness his statement
that if people don't agree with the right

thing to do, they should be “made to agree’

- an ominous foreshadowing, and a re-
markably astute observation/* prophecy” by

George Lucas of the actions of some of
today’s proponents of democracy, particu-

larly those of the Bush administration as it
Will the

forces democracy on nations.

Bush administration fall into the same traps

that Anakin does? Will the US government

and military fal into the same patterns as

the Galactic Republic turned Empire? Or
will the American people wake from their

slumber and change the course of history?
We can only wait to see what George Lucas

reveals to us on May 19, and what the

American people do in the next few years.

David Pankratz is a Project Peacemakers

board member and occasional writer for
The Winnipeg Free Press and The Manito-

ban. His work has taken him to thirty
“Third World” countries, most recently

Iraq, Afghanistan, and Indonesia.
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By Marianne Cerilli

The Coadlition continues to work on the
issues of violence as entertainment, spe-
cifically in media aimed at children and
youth.

Advocacy on regulating video games.
Letters were sent urging the Minister of
Culture Heritage and Tourism, Eric Robin-
son, to consult with the public on the regu-
lations under the new legislation to restrict
the sale of adult video games to children
and youth. We met with representatives
of the Film Classification Board that had
adopted the ESRB guidelines as the Mani-
toba rating system to discuss the regula-
tions and the codlition’s ideas. Bev Ridd
is now on the Retail Council of Canada
Advisory Committee representing the
community.

Advocacy and organising public educa-
tion and support. The coalition has suc-
cessfully raised money from Healthy Child
Manitoba for “Raising Peaceful Kidsin A
Violent World.” We hope to create part-
nerships with the Film Classfication
Board, and community groups to host two
seminars that will offer parent support and
education in the areas of media literacy,
and violence prevention strategies. As our
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By Derrick Martens

On February 24, Prime Minister Paul Mar-
tin made the sudden decision not to partici-
pate in the US Badllistic Missile Defence
Program after increasingly strong public,
internal Liberal, and Parliamentary opposi-
tion.

Thank you all for your hard work in
making this happen. Many of you phoned,
mailed, or met with your MP in person;
wrote letters to the editor; talked about
your concerns with friends, co-workers,
and family; attended marches and public
events on BMD; signed federal petitions;
and participated in our provincial postcard
campaign.

More than a thousand postcards were
sent to Premier Gary Doer and other
MLAS, requesting that the provincial gov-
ernment take a position on the issue in the
same way they did in the 1980s when a
motion was passed advocating for world
disarmament. At the NDP convention in
Brandon, a resolution was passed stating
that the Manitoba government refuse to
participate in BMD and call on the federal
government to do the same.

The decision is not safe, however. The

=0

attention keeps getting drawn to the ongo-
ing tragic events related to bullying and
violence the Coalition wants to put these
events in their social, cultural and eco-
nomic context. We aso want to offer
parents and others with the responsibility
of caring for children, specific strategies to
addressthe violence that is the diet of most
young media consumers. Two sessions are
being planned. One to offer concrete par-
enting skills to address cultural violence
and another one to examine how a culture
of violence effects us al by impacting our
emotional well being to varying degrees.
These sessions will be lead by two keynote
speakers. Both Lawrence Cohen psy-
chologist and author of Playful Parenting,
and Miriam Greenspan, psychologist and
author of Healing Through the Dark Emo-
tions interested in participating in our
work. We will be announcing more details
soon.

Other plans for the community session
are:
-Information about the Film Classification
Board and ESRB regulations and new
rating system for video games.
-Information about current brain research
that is a warning about the impact of vio-
lent media on heathy development of
children and youth.

O JTTJM

Conservative Party, The Canadian-Council
of Chief Executives, and individuals in the
military and academia are calling on Can-
adato reverseits decision.

Of course, the US continues to develop
its missile defence program, raising the
risks of a new arms race, increased global
destabilization, and the weaponization of
space.

Please write your MP and thank them
for the decision, and state why it is impor-
tant to you. Let’snot let it be reversed.

Derrick Martens is Program Coordinator
at Project Peacemakers and has actively
worked on the missile defence issue for
five years: begin-

-Promoting alternatives to violent media,
culture and play.

-Information about other great local pro-
grams and initiatives regarding peaceful
parenting. Bev Ridd and others continue
to make presentations to various groups of
interested community members. On April
23 Bev and Marianne will host a session at
the Manitoba ChildCare Association Con-
ference on the work of the Violence Is Not
Child’s Play Coalition.

WANT TO GET INVOLVED? The
Codlition is meeting regularly at the Pro-
ject Peacemakers office in the Westminster
Church and welcomes new members. Call
Derrick at the office for details.

(Top) Project Peacemakers now
hasthe Early and Middle Years
Peace Resource printed. See page
eight for more details

(Bottom) Missile Defence decision
celebration party at Project
Peacemakerson March 15. Thank
you cardswere sent to MPs

ning in  Water-
loo, ON with a
postcard  cam-
paign and culmi-
nating in Winni-
peg with a
CKUwW radio
documentary that
aired the day
before the deci-
sion.

Our guest speaker will be Dr. Rey
Pagtakhan, speaking on the
University of Winnipeg’s new

Global College

Rrged ReacemakersAnnua Genera Meeting
7 pm «May 12, 2005
Westminster United Church Lecture Hall
(main floor)
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By Douglas Noll
Cascadia Press 2002, 476 pp

Reviewed by John Derksen

This ambitious work by an American law-
yer and educator seeks to help law stu-
dents, lawyers and mediators become
peacemakers who “transform human con-
flict rather than merely settle disputes’
(20). Drawing on religion, philosophy,
theories of justice, neuropsychology and
game theory, the author weaves together a
comprehensive view of why and how peo-
ple fight, and how they might better make
peace.

Lawyering, Noll argues, istoo narrowly
conceived. Essentialy, lawyers are to be
peacemakers, but legal education and the
judicia system nurture the myth that liti-
gation is the best and only way to resolve
disputes. This adversarial commitment,
along with its underlying individualism
and “myth of redemptive violence” (38),
often make conflict worse rather than bet-
ter. Lawyers need to understand how peo-
ple, conflict, and the legal system function,
and also to re-imagine themselves as peo-
ple who help resolve conflicts peacefully
through cooperative, not adversarial, proc-
€SSES.

Five parts comprise the book: ) “The
Law and Peacemaking” sketches the his-
tory, values and potential of America's
legal profession; 1l) “Conflict Resolution

@M dtgcria pli.uli ples and meth-

ods of conflict resolution and mediation;
I11) “Understanding Conflict” analyzes
conflict from seven academic perspectives;
1V) “Conflict Analysis’ describes theories
of conflict; V) “Peacemaking” engages
ethical issues in forgiveness, conflict reso-
Iution and peacemaking.

Noll leans heavily on findings of neuro-
psychology to argue that in conflict, hu-
man responses arise out of preconscious
behavior. Lawyers must therefore under-
stand emotional factors in conflict and
abandon their assumptions of constant
rationality. Despite a thorough description
of mediation, Noll unfairly subordinates it
to peacemaking, when, in fact, they are
often similar. The book is strong on ethi-
ca issues, but with its western focus,
misses how cultural differences change
ethical perspectives. On religion, while
Noll includes Christianity, Judaism and
Islam, he misses Buddhism and Hinduism.
Also overlooked are the “holy war” and
“peaceable garden” traditions present in
every major religion.

Although best suited for upper level
students and professionals, sometimes the
research appears thin and sources need
more thorough citation. The book’s sum-
mary (22-25) does not match its actua
five-part structure, and reorganization of
Parts Il and V could reduce repetition.
Chapters begin with an interesting conflict
scenario and end with questions to help the
reader make real-life applications.

Peacemaking contains much vauable
content and touches all the bases. But its
primary appeal may be to the converted.

1SBDUJDJOH BU UIF

Noll’s conclusions link the chapter’s con-
tents to the lawyer's practice, but these
precious links are far too thin; indeed, they
should be the heart of the book. The book
shows how peacemakers differ from law-
yers, but does not quite build the golden
bridge that inspires lawyers to choose co-
operation over competition.

John Derksen, Assistant Professor of Con-
flict Resolution Sudies at Menno Smons
College in Winnipeg, Manitoba, is a board
member of Project Peacemakers.

©
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Mordecai Vanunu, a former nuclear tech-
nician, faces continued persecution by the
Israeli police and judicia system for
speaking with foreigners. Vanunu was
released last April after serving 18 years,
nearly 12 of those in solitary confinement,
for giving the London Sunday Times infor-
mation and photos proving Israel had nu-
clear weapons.

Vanunu's dedication to total nuclear
disarmament has garnered him support
from peace activists around the world. He
has been nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize every year since 1989, including for
this current year. In October he was
awarded the second LennonOno Grant for
Peace, and will receive the Norwegian
Peace Prize on April 20.

Vanunu has been sheltered and pro-
tected by St. George's Cathedral in East
Jerusalem
since  his
release,
while  he
attempts to
arrange
immigra-
tion to the
US to be
with his
adoptive
parents.
On July 26,
the Isragli High Court of Justice rejected
his appea of his restrictions, stating that
he “might be in possession of additional
secrets that he had not revealed.” On No-
vember 11, two dozen armed police com-
mandos stormed St. George's Cathedral to
arrest him for giving interviews with for-
eign journalists - a condition Vanunu
never agreed to. He was again arrested on
Christmas Eve when he tried to worship at
the Church of Nativity.

His restrictions, which aso include a
requirement not to leave Israel, are up for
review at the end of April. You can help
by visiting www.vanunu.com

Katy was a long time member of Project
Peacemakers and peace activist. We ex-
tend our sympathies to her family.

ERIKA (KATY) SIMONS was born in
Amsterdam, Holland on February 13, 1911
and died in Winnipeg, MB on February 16,
2005. She is survived by a sister Euphe-
mia, in Holland; a brother Siebert, in
Montreal; and two nieces, Ruth and Renee.
Katy was the daughter of a Jewish father
and a Mennonite mother, and her long and
productive life reflected this heritage. Dur-
ing the Second World War, Katy and other
family members risked their lives to save
Jewish people from the Holocaust. The
Germans imprisoned Katy and after six

weeks her
mother  man-
aged to barter

her release by
giving a Nazi
officer a hand-
crafted doll. In
2002, Katy was
awarded the
Righteous Amongst the Nations Award
from the Israeli government for her war
efforts on behalf of Jewish people. Katy
trained in England to be a nurse and came
to Manitoba in 1961 to work in the T.B.
sanitarium in Ninette. Many of her patients
were children from the far north and Katy
has been described as their guardian angel.
She introduced unconventional treatments
such as bringing a cat into the wards.
When she was in her 60s, Katy enrolled at
University of Winnipeg to pursue her life-
long dream of a university education. She
was a vigorous member of many groups,
including the Unitarian Church, Veterans
Against Nuclear Arms, and the Humanist
Association of Manitoba. She advocated
strongly for peace and socia justice. On
her two crutches, Katy participated in the
March for Peace every year. A celebration
of Katys life [was] held at the Unitarian
Church, 603 Wellington Cres. at 2:00 p.m.
on Saturday, March 12. Donations in
Katy s memory may be made to Amnesty
International, the

Unitarian Church,
Project Peacemak-

ers, Veterans
Against  Nuclear
Arms,  Winnipeg

Harvest, or another
charity of choice.

Reprinted from the
Winnipeg Free
Press.
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This year's Winnipeg International Air-
show has been cancelled, as have al future
airshows. The Winnipeg Airports Authority
expressed concerns over security and
safety as well as airport expansion needs in
future years. Project Peacemakers has long
been concerned about the airshow’s milita-
rism marketed at children, for example, the
“Kiddie Commando” obstacle course simu-
lates military training and the glorification
of war through the displays and aerobatics
of fighter jets and bombers. Last year we

printed and distributed an “Unofficial 10th
Annua  Winnipeg Airshow Colouring
Book,” origindly from MCC BC, that
illustrates a refugee family’s terror upon
hearing and seeing screaming fighter jets
over Abbotsford. We also distributed an
“Airplanes.  War and Peace” self-tour
guide to assist in educating the public on
the war machines present at the airshow.
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204-797-8589
info@barrymckay.com
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Project Peacemakers
News and Upcoming Events

Project Peacemakers Eco-Friendly
Dinner Fundraiser

Thursday, April 21 +6:30 pm

You won't want to miss this special
Earth Day event! Featuring our fa-
mous silent auction, vegetarian din-
ner, bluegrass band The WhizBang
Shufflers and special guest speaker
Dr. Eva Pip, Dept of Biology, UofW
on “What is next for Lake Winnipeg:
our shameful legacy.” Tickets are $10,
children 12 and under $5, and are
available from the office or a board
member. ***Please note that they
will not be sold at the door due to
food planning requirements***

Annual General Meeting

Thursday, May 12«7 pm

Westminster United Church Lecture
Hall (main floor). Our guest speaker
isDr. Rey Pagtakhan from the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg's new Global
College.

Navigating a New World Update
Thanks to everyone who came and
made our two book clubs a great
success. We met with Dr. Axworthy
in March to wrap up.

Donationsand Memberships
When mailing cheques to Project
Peacemakers, please write in the
memo line if it is @ membership re-
newal, donation (receives a tax re-
ceipt), or both.

Building a Culture of Peace Early
Year Peace Resource Completed
This peace resource for Early Years
teachers focusing on Peace and
Conflict, Peaceful Play, and Chil-
dren Around the World isavailable
from Project Peacemakers for $18 for
the book or $13 per CD-Rom. (If you
pick it up from the office you save $3
shipping fees.) Frst printed in Janu-
ary, we are already on our second
printing, thanks to the presentations
by Betty Neufeld. Call or visit
www.projectpeacemakers.org for
more detalils.

The Middle Years Peace Resource is
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still available, and the Senior
Years edition should be out in
the fall.

Annual Peace Walk
Mark your calendars for Satur-
day June 11; more details TBA.

Hiroshima —Nagasaki Memorial
This year marks the 60th Anniversary
of the first use of the nuclear bomb.
August 6 (rain-date August 9). De-
tails TBA.

For alittle PEACE of mind
call usfor all your insurance needs.

Autopac ® Business ® Home

Life ® Group Benefits

Tony Taronno CAIB

186-2025 Corydon Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3P ON5

Phone 988-1511

Projected Russian strategic nuclear
warheads, 2005 - 2015

2005 2010 2012 2015
IcBMs 2270 750 762 580
9BMs 672 720 528 576
Bombers 872 866 866 866
Total 3814 2336 2156 2022
Note: Russia currently has an addi-

tional 3400 active and operational non-
strategic nuclear weapons and 9000
intact but of “indeterminate status’ -
retired and awaiting disassembly, or in
short or long-term storage

Source: NRDC Nuclear Notebook, Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists Mar/ Apr 2005 Vol. 61, No.2

The 2005 Non-Proliferation Treaty
Review Conference May 7-27 2005
Forty-four nations are required to sign
and ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, akey part of the NPT, in order to
enter it into force. 33 countries have.

The 11 holdoutsare:

Neither signed, nor ratified:
India North Korea
Pakistan

Signed, not ratified:

China Iran
Colombia Israel

Egypt United Sates
Indonesia Vietham

In view of the fact that in any future
world war nudear weapons will cer-
tainly be employed, and that such
weapons threaten the continued exis-
tence of mankind, we urge the Govern-
ments of the world to realize, and to
acknowledge publicly, that their pur-
pose cannot be furthered by a nuclear
war , and we urge them, consequently,
to find peaceful means for the sttle-
ment of all matter of dispute between
them—Russall-Enstein Manifesto 1955
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To get involved in Project Peacemakers,
come by our office or give us a call.
Presently we have about 250 members.
Membership includes a subscription to
Peace Projections and input into the
organization's programs and activities.
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional. Tax receipts available for dona-
tions over $10. The work of peacemak-
ing isimportant and exciting. Pleasejoin
us in this endeavour. Invite your friends
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