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By Derrick Martens 
 

Human rights leaders, journalists, and 
labour leaders are being increasingly as-
sassinated in the Philippines during the 
“War on Terror.”   On June 15, I  inter-
viewed Marie Hilao-Enriquez, a political 
prisoner in 1974 during the Marcos years 
and now Secretary-General of KARA-
PATAN—Alliance for the Advancement 
of People’s Rights. In addition to doing 
human rights education, KARAPATAN 
monitors and documents human rights 
violations, informs the public of them, and 
lodges complaints with local, national, and 
international tribunals and commissions. 
The following is an excerpt from that con-
versation. 
 
DM:  Could you tell me how many peo-
ple have been killed this year  so far  in 
these types of suspicious murders? 
 
MHE:  From January until May 15 we 
have accounted some 44 killings that were 
particularly targeted at leaders of groups 
which are very vocal against the policies 
of the Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo admini-
stration, especially the globalization poli-
cies, the return of US military troops in the 
Philippines, and what they call the anti-
people’s policies that really maintain the 
average situation of the majority of the 
Filipinos. 
     These leaders are members of  progres-
sive organizations especially the Bayan 
Muna, or the People First party, incurring 
the most number of killings, which is per-
ceived to be a left party.  And we are very 
much alarmed by the policy of the Arroyo 
administration in that it seems that she is 
very much aware of the killings committed 
by the Philippine military against this or-
ganization and its leaders, and yet she has 
maintained her silence.  We are of the 
opinion that she is aware of all these kill-
ings and is in fact tolerating the killings 
because she would like to stifle all dissent, 
all process against the policies of her ad-
ministration. 

     This belongs to the larger 
policies of the US war on 
terror.  Our government, es-
pecially the Arroyo govern-
ment, has readily bowed 
down to President Bush’s so-
called “war on terrorism” and 
applied it to the Philippines, 
very much like the policy of 
the US CIA in the Vietnam 
war in the late 60s, where 
they conducted so-called 
Operation Phoenix where 
they targeted all supporters or 
suspected supporters of the 
Viet Cong.  So what is hap-
pening in the Philippines is 
similar – the so-called 
“Second Front”  on the war on terror. 
     The war has really targeted people who 
are protesting against the policies of the 
government which are more American 
policies, which are not in keeping with the 
people’s interest.  So aside from the kill-
ings, there have been cases of abductions 
and disappearances, which are alarmingly 
increasing.  Again, the targets of these are 
leaders of progressive groups and organi-
zations.  Aside from this, the president is 
pushing for repressive measures which 
would curtail more of our civil liberties.  
She is pushing in Congress this Anti-
Terrorism Bill, and then she is pushing this 
national ID system which is not a simple 
ID system, but one where the military will 
consolidate all information about the per-
son, and can control the movement of 
certain people they would like to target.  
     And now they are enforcing during 
rallies and protest actions the “No Permit, 
No Rally”  measure which is a very draco-
nian measure that dates back to the Marcos 
years... My colleagues who have seen the 
political atmosphere during martial law 
would say we are in a martial law-like 
situation, especially in the provinces be-
lieved to be, by the army, critical areas 
where the so-called New People’s Army 
elements are operating.  So what we call 

the militarization of rural areas is now 
happening, and lots of cases of human 
rights violations are being reported to us by 
our chapters in the provinces.  The  Min-
danao chapter of KARAPATAN has re-
ported bombings in rural areas. 
     In the eastern part of the Philippines, the 
eastern island of Samar, one general there, 
a very notorious human rights violator by 
the name of General Jovito Palparan, is 
wreaking havoc on the islands.  He has in 
fact conducted several killings and disap-
pearances against people he believes are 
supporters of the New People’s Army.  
Instead of punishing him [for previous 
human rights violations], the president 
promoted him to General and he is now 
doing the same human rights violations he 
did in Mindoro.  I think this is happening 
because of the United States government 
support, to our president, in terms of mili-
tary aid, because well, George Bush says 
Gloria is a very reliable ally in the US so-
called war on terrorism.  So I think this war 
on terrorism is really a war of terror, con-
ducted by the US government, supported 
by our president against our very own peo-
ple.  So I think this needs to be resisted by 
all Filipinos. 

Marie Hilao-Enriquez of KARAPATAN visits 
polit ical prisoners in the Philippines. 
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Please see “Philippines”  page two. 
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DM:  I  was wonder ing if you could de-
scr ibe how some of these assassinations 
have taken place just to give a face or 
human feel to these deaths so they are 
not mere statistics.  Would you be able 
to give one or  two examples of what 
happened to some of these people? 
 
MHE:  What alarmed me most was the 
killing of a human rights lawyer, Attorney 
Felidito Dacut on March 14.  He has been 
a human rights lawyer since martial law.  
He had weathered martial law in fact, and 
he has weathered so many difficult times 
in the Philippines.  Attorney Dacut is not 
only a human rights lawyer for KARA-
PATAN, but also a regional coordinator 
for Bayan Muna in Eastern Visayas and in 
the afternoon he had just come from a 
meeting of Bayan Muna.  He and his com-
panion were driving in a jeep to his house; 
suddenly a motorcycle pulled up beside 
the jeep and two men began firing at him, 
and instantly he died, on the spot.  And the 
motorcycle just zoomed away.  Many of 
the killings are done by motorcycle-riding 
men; many of the killings are done during 
the time of twilight.  Attorney Dacut was 
killed on March 14; and Brig.-Gen. Jovito 
Palparan assumed the command of Eastern 
Visayas just on February 10, 2005.  After 
he assumed his post, the killings came.  
What alarms me is that they targeted the 
lawyers first, or those people who will 
stick against atrocities or human rights 
violations, so they target those who will be 
defenders of the small, poor people, the 
powerless ones.  Attorney Dacut was one 
of the very first lawyers killed in Eastern 
Visayas.   
     Another one who was cold-bloodedly 
killed was Reverend Edison Lapuz in 
Leyte on May 12, 2005.  He came from 
the burial of his father-in-law.  While they 
were taking a rest in the house of his fa-
ther-in-law, suddenly a man came and shot 
him point blank in front of his wife, and 

Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of 
Project Peacemakers.  Project Peacemakers, the 
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an 
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to 
empower people of faith and the larger commu-
nity to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemak-
ers, to work for justice and the integrity of crea-
tion. 
Your submissions are welcome.  Please send 
them to our office.  For more information on any 
of the stories, call the office. 
We encourage you to work for peace.  A good 
way to start is to become a member of Project 
Peacemakers. See page eight. 
Editor:  Derrick Martens 

then the man just fled and went to a motor-
cycle with a man waiting for him and just 
sped away.  So the assassinations are being 
done in this manner. 
 
DM:  Are they soldiers, or  do they hire 
local... 
 
MHE:  They are soldiers! But the alarming 
thing is that they don’ t wear name tags, so 
the people cannot recognize them! And 
this increases our frustration too when we 
lodge cases against the military at the 
Commission on Human Rights.  The Com-
mission says, “ It is up to you to prove that 
they are military men,”  but they are in 
military uniform but they don’ t have name 
plates.  And this kind of practice has been 
going on since martial law.  We have to 
prove they are military men, who they are.  
But we say to the Commission, “You have 
to help us.  You have to demand to the 
military that they open their books, of 
which officers were in the field at this time 
on this date.”  
 
DM:  Are members of KARAPATAN, 
staff, workers; are your  lives at r isk too 
for  the work you are doing?  Do you 
fear  repr isals? 
 
MHE:  We not only fear, we have been 
victims of the killings.  Since Arroyo as-
sumed office in 2001, we have 20 human 
rights workers killed, already.  Rev. Lapuz 
was KARAPATAN secretary-general of 
Eastern Visayas.  Many of them were in-
vestigating cases of human rights viola-
tions and they were killed.  [Enriquez lists 
several other KARAPATAN lawyers and 
leaders assassinated and the circum-
stances.]  At our national office, we have 
our share of being harassed by certain 
groups.  At 3 am in the morning of Octo-
ber 2004 several armed men were banging 
on our gates and demanding we go out-
side.  And we are demonized in several 
radio programs in the provinces.  The mili-
tary accuses us of being fronts for the New 
People’s Army or the Communist Party of 
the Philippines.  Its very hard doing human 
rights work now in the Philippines because 
you are considered “enemies of the state.”   
The intelligence service of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines has come out 
with a compact disc being shown in the 
villages and the title is “Knowing the En-
emy,”  and we are listed as one of the or-
ganizations, and this is very absurd.   And 
I think this is meant to really terrorize us to 
stop our work, so they can just commit the 
violations they are committing right now.  
I’m not saying the entire members of the 
Philippine military are like this, but as I 
see it, it has become a silent policy of the 
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Continued from page one. 

government to tolerate or in fact encourage 
the commission of human rights viola-
tions, especially in areas where insurgents 
are operating very actively. 
 
DM:  What are things that Canadians 
can do about this situation, to get in-
volved? 
 
MHE:  Amnesty International is just one 
of the groups that puts out urgent alerts.  
We have received good support from 
church groups like the United Church of 
Canada, and several other church groups in 
the US even, urging the president to inves-
tigate to look into these incidents; also 
from several countries in Europe, Austra-
lia, New Zealand.  The reason why we are 
disturbed and alarmed is because even if 
international groups have called the atten-
tion of the president to these killings and 
incidents, she seems unperturbed.  In fact, 
the risk and dangers faced by human rights 
workers are the same faced by journalists 
and media in the Philippines.  We are now 
the number one unsafe place for media 
people.  International groups of media 
have condemned the killings.  The only 
area where she has ordered the military 
and other agencies to look into, is in the 
killings of journalists.  We hope the inter-
national community will keep up the con-
demnation, the criticisms, the protest let-
ters, and the urgent appeals to whomever 
who will now sit in [power.] 
 
Derrick Martens is Program Coordinator 
of Project Peacemakers.  This interview 
will be broadcast in its entirety on CKUW 
95.9 FM at a later date. 
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     During an interview, one 
white haired Women in 
Black protester commented 
that, "The occupation is a  
breeding ground for vio-
lence and fanaticism on both 
sides. It undermines basic 
human values and corrupts 
Israeli humanity. The gov-
ernment has poured money 
into settlements, taking re-
sources from the most vul-
nerable sectors of Israeli 
society. The occupation 
means living in permanent 
fear of the next attack. 
Keeping silent and closing 
one©s eyes helps prolong the occupation 
and dehumanizes the occupiers," she said.  
     Yet, despite Israel’s overwhelming 
military superiority in the region and the 
upcoming Gaza pullout, Haim Cohen still 
feels a sense of unease.  “ I’m worried that 
the Palestinians won’ t give up their de-
mand for the right of return,”  said the com-
puter specialist, who lives with his wife 
and two teenaged children in Tel Aviv.  
Cohen, who moved to Israel from Winni-
peg many years ago, is worried that the 
continuing negotiations between Israeli 
leader Sharon and Palestinian Prime Min-
ister Abbas won’ t succeed and that “ the 
cycle of violence”  will start again.  “ I’m 
also worried about the settlements in the 
West Bank. I hope they won’ t be an obsta-
cle to peace. We have to come to some 
land swap (agreement) and a possible 
compromise,”  he added during our discus-
sion one evening in the lobby of the Center 
Hotel in Tel Aviv.  “ I just hope that their 
(Palestinian) leaders are really sincere in 
their willingness to negotiate some type of 
settlement and not allow extremists to 
rearm and come to attack us with more 
sophisticated weapons.”  
     Cohen’s wife, Clila Bau Cohen, com-
mented that she and her husband are still 
scared to allow their children to travel by 
bus – because of the numerous tragic bus 
bombings by suicide bombers in recent 
years.  “All the money goes into the army 
and the economic situation is very expen-
sive. Salaries are very low and it’s very 
hard to live here,”  she said.  Bau Cohen 
also alleged that the Palestinians are trying 
to drive the Israelis into the sea. 
     But the only place Sami Awad wants to 
drive anyone is on a tour of Israel and 
Palestine to promote peace and reconcilia-
tion.  “Our goal is to strengthen and im-
prove the lives of children, families and 
communities in Palestine through a wide 
variety of programs that include commu-

nity development, peace and reconcilia-
tion, non-violence training, and creating 
means for economic sustainability and 
support,”  said Awad, the director of Holy 
Land Trust (HLT) – an indigenous Pales-
tinian non-profit organization established 
in 1998 in Bethlehem in the occupied West 
Bank.  Our two week tour was arranged 
through HLT. 
     Awad’s uncle, Mubarek, could be con-
sidered the Palestinian Gandhi. More than 
20 years ago, he started developing non-
violence resistence as an alternative to 
violent terrorism to oppose the occupation.  
“ It was more rejected by the Palestinians 
than the Israelis,”  said Awad, who was 
born in Kansas City, Missouri to parents 
from Bethlehem and Jerusalem, respec-
tively, and who moved back to the West 
Bank when Awad was six months old.  His 
uncle, who was deported for calling for a 
boycott of Israeli products during the first 
intefadeh, now lives in Washington, D.C. 
where he’s head of Non-Violence Interna-
tional. Besides running a tour company, 
his nephew carries on the non-violence 
legacy.  “Every single one of us is affected 
by what happens in this part of the world. 
The resolution of this conflict will help 
resolve many issues around the world,”  
asserted Awad, who is involved in a pro-
gram -- which has U.N. support -- to teach 
peace and non-violence in Palestinian 
schools.  “What non violence does is to 
expose the injustice. It will eventually 
reach the collective consciousness of the 
Israeli public. I believe in the humanity of 
the other side. In every human there is this 
light. We have to dig deep for it.”  
 

Martin Zeilig was with a group of 15 other 
Canadians in Israel and the West Bank 
recently. The trip was conceived by the 
United Jewish People's Order, a national, 
secular progressive organization, to meet 
with peace activists in Israel and the occu-
pied West Bank. 
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By Martin Zeilig 

Separation Barrier at Ayda Refugee Camp. The 
land used to be  a soccer field.  
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An octagon shaped Healing Quilt hangs on 
a wall at Cinematheque in Jerusalem.  It 
was, notes a printed explanation, created 
by a group of Jewish, Christian and Mus-
lim women representing the kaleidoscope 
of cultures, religions and international 
backgrounds that reflect Jerusalem.  “We 
joined together during the height of the 
violence and despair in our region, with 
the vision and desire to embrace life and to 
work together to create a place where our 
children can live safe, free, happy and 
proud,”  says the collective statement. 
      The patches that form this quilt reveal 
the creators hope: two hands together in a 
circle bound with a brown, braided cord 
and the words “Ye shall know the truth 
and the truth shall set you free:’  another 
piece shows a white dove of peace against 
a blue background; the Israeli and Pales-
tinian flags flying side by side. A total of 
72 similar embroidered patches – each one 
representing the voice of one woman –  
combine to form the unified whole. 
     The healing quilt is complete. 
     “Now we are faced with a whole new 
world of possibilities on how to use this 
quilt to empower others to effect social 
change in their communities,”  declare the 
contributors.  During a session with Alle-
gra Pacheco Chief Information & Advo-
cacy Unit of the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) in Jerusalem, we learned that it 
takes more than a mere quilt to heal the 
wounds in that strife torn region.  For ex-
ample, there are 700 physical barriers used 
to control Palestinian pedestrian and ve-
hicular movement from in the West Bank 
into Israel. These include the eight metre 
high Concrete Separation Barrier (Wall) –  
which the International Court of Justice 
ruled in July, 2004 “violates international 
humanitarian law” –  electronic barriers 
(fence), checkpoints, observation towers,, 
earth mounds – a mound of rubble, dirt 
and/or rocks used to obstruct vehicle ac-
cess – road blocks, trenches and road gates 
– a metal gate, often manned by the Israel 
Defence Force, used to control movement 
along roads.  
     We saw and had to go through many of 
these obstructions (especially the armed 
checkpoints) at various points during our 
trip. An OCHA map, which is based on 
Israeli Government maps and satellite 
imagery as well as field surveys, of West 
Bank Closures clearly shows how the 
Separation Barrier deviates from the Green 
Line and cuts deeply into Palestinian terri-
tory – a land grab, as many impartial indi-
viduals have observed. 



Peace Projections  July 2005     Page Four 

�&�S�O�J�F���3�F�H�F�I�S�������/�P�O���1�S�P�M�J�G�F�S�B�U�J�P�O���5�S�F�B�U�Z��
themselves.  I think its entirely fair to say 
that it is part of the overall American as-
sumption that “We want the rest of the 
world to play a clear set of rules when it 
comes nuclear weapons and development,”  
but the US has certain prerogatives and 
wants to maintain flexibility that it doesn’ t 
want others to have...  so they are continu-
ing on a nuclear weapons modernization 
program even in the context of reducing 
the overall size of the arsenal, but still 
maintaining that arsenal indefinitely.  I 
think that is one of the fundamental things 
that led to the lack of any agreement at the 
review conference is that the non-aligned 
states and the really the rest of the states in 
the treaty recognizing that the US in par-
ticular, even though it signed a treaty that 
commits it to the elimination of its nuclear 
arsenal, is conducting its affairs in such a 
way that demonstrates that it is committed 
to the indefinite retention of nuclear weap-
ons for itself. 
 

DM: Did you attend any of the NGO 
events I ’ve read about, that seem quite 
moving? 
 

ER:  Yes I certainly did. I was at the ses-
sion where Yoko Ono spoke at and par-
ticularly the Hiroshima-Nagasaki survivors 
spoke there and that was an extraordinary 
event; Daniel Ellsberg spoke at a public 
rally in Central Park and at the NGO pres-
entations to the Conference.  It’s a very 
rich atmosphere in which  a wide variety 
of people participate including Mayors for 
Peace led by the Mayor of Hiroshima mak-
ing a very strong appeal, and Canadian 
mayors participating as well.  The Mayor 
of Edmonton was there, a Councillor from 
Vancouver, making strong statements:  
that as leaders of municipalities, the levels 
of government closest to the people are 
levels of government that would have the 
immediate responsibility to deal with the 
aftermath of the use of a nuclear weapon.  
They were a particularly compelling, per-
suasive presence. 
 

DM:  Where there any accomplishments 
visible from the Conference? 
 

ER:  The most one can say is that the fail-
ure of this Conference made it starkly 
obvious what the agenda for the future 
needs to be in that we cannot afford to 
have this kind of failure five years from 
now.  If it happens again, then the overall 
commitment of states to the Treaty starts 
to erode... A significant number of states 
could move towards building nuclear 
weapons and that would produce an ex-
traordinarily dangerous world. 

The Day After 
directed by Nicholas Meyer  1983, 126 min 

 
The Day After, available from Movie Vil-
lage, is one of those nuclear war movies 
that all heads of state, and all politicians of 
NWS should be required to view.  The 
largest made-for-TV movie of its time, ABC 
had to set up special 1-800 hotlines to 
help calm frightened viewers.  Released 
during the height of the Cold War during 
Reagan’s first admininstration, The Day 
After’s point was that no one wins in a 
nuclear exchange – a winneable nuclear 
war is a myth.  The movie happens in and 
around Kansas City in both Kansas and 
Missouri, using vignettes of ordinary 
Americans in real locations as mounting 
tensions in Europe very quickly escalate to 
the point of a total inter-continental ex-
change.  Without pointing fingers to find 
fault, The Day After depicts the cold machi-
nations of military systems doing what 
they are designed to do – knowingly de-
stroying themselves with ICBMs.  Origi-
nally shown on TV without commercials in 
the second half (no company wanted to 
buy ad time after the ICBMs are launched), 
the movie depicts how the characters deal 
with likely death.  Those who survive the 
initial blasts must deal with chaos, anar-
chy, and overwhelmed, haphazard emer-
gency responses as they slowly succumb 
to radiation sickness.  Immediately after 
the movie ended, Dr. Carl Sagan debated 
William F. Buckley Jr. live on ABC, and 
introduced the world to the concept of 
“nuclear winter.”  Although the Cold War 
has ended, The Day After’s urgent message 
against the acceptance of nuclear weap-
ons and deterrence still resonates. 
 

Derrick Martens attends Mennonite Volun-
tary Service retreats at the state park next to 
Whiteman Air Force Base, home of the B-2 
Stealth Bomber, one of the locations fea-
tured in The Day After.  For a discussion of 
Hollywood WMD movies, see Bulletin of 
Atomic Scientists May/June 2005, available 
from our resource centre. 

On June 8, Derrick chatted with Project 
Ploughshares Executive Director Dr. Ernie 
Regehr, about the month long Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Confer-
ence held in New York in May. 
 

DM: You were down there for  at least 
par t of the time; what was Plough-
shares’  role at this conference? 
 

 ER:  Well, I was there for the whole time 
as an NGO advisor on the delegation of 
the government of Canada.  Project Peace-
makers was there as well separately from 
our role on the Canadian official delega-
tion, but also as one of those 1700 plus 
NGOs that participated. Project Plough-
shares produced a paper together with the 
World Council of Churches on the nuclear 
doctrine and the policy of NATO - and the 
problem it presents to the NPT and its 
implementation.  (See Ploughshares web-
site www.ploughshares.ca) 
 

DM: What was Canada trying to 
achieve with its delegation?  Canada’s 
in a bit of a delicate spot with NATO... 
 

ER:  They were pushing for movement on 
the nuclear disarmament side and the non-
proliferation side.  On the nuclear non-
proliferation side they were looking for a 
commitment from Iran to end its intention 
to further develop materials that could be 
used for nuclear weapons; and pushing for 
an additional protocol, an agreement 
among states that would allow for much 
more intrusive inspections by the IAEA...  
On the other side, we were looking in par-
ticular for the United States and a few 
other states that still need to ratify the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
to begin negotiations for a treaty to end 
and prohibit further production of fission-
able materials for weapons purposes.  And 
particular to get Nuclear Weapon States  
[NWS] Russia and the US to recommit to 
the principle of irreversibility in disarma-
ment.  The Moscow Treaty between the 
Russia and US reduces the level of de-
ployed nuclear weapons quite substan-
tially, but it doesn’ t provide for the de-
struction of those weapons. 
 

DM:  Why was the US so loathe to rec-
ognize the 1995 and 2000 NPT commit-
ments? 
 

ER:  Well, those commitments were made 
by the Clinton administration.  The US, 
with the Bush Administration, has explic-
itly rejected the Test Ban Treaty. They 
don’ t want anybody else to test, of course, 
but they want to leave the option open for 
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Hosting packages beginning 
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Please call or e-mail for more 
information: 

 
204-797-8589 

info@barrymckay.com 

A scientist stealing across the Pyrenees 
into Spain, then smuggled into America... 
A young woman quarantined on a ship 
wandering the Atlantic, her family 
stranded in Austria... 
A girl playing on a riverbank as a solitary 
airplane appears on the horizon... 
 
It was August 6, 1945, in a blinding flash, 
lives are forever changed by the American 
“great experiment”  to end worldwide 
slaughter. The irony is palpable as this 
action sets off a reaction equally filled 
with misunderstanding, distrust, hatred and 
scars. The scars which trace the lives of 
three central characters are visible and 
profound; one wonders if healing is possi-
ble.  
     Dennis Bock is a Canadian award-
winning author of international popularity 
and recognition. 
He was shorted-
listed for the Kiri-
yama Pacific Rim 
Pr i ze, whi ch 
speaks volumes of 
the quality of his 
f ictional work. 
Central to the plot 
of the book is the 
atom bomb which 
defines the begin-
ning of a shift in world affairs; moreover, 
as a defining moment in the twentieth 
century. Bock has implemented this his-
torical reality to anchor the more abstract, 
interior realities of three characters whose 
life stories are descriptively traced from 
August 1945 to 1996. 
     This intimate portrayal of three lives 
forever entwined by the event is effec-
tively mapped out by separating each char-
acter’s perspective into meditative sections 
that make up the novel. Bock allows the 
reader to meander through the gardens of 
Anton, Sophie and Emiko with equal de-
tail. Although, it is Anton and Emiko 
which are central characters as their feel-
ings about the atom bomb eerily represent 
what the reader may imagine as the Ameri-
can position or justification and the Japa-
nese reaction and defensiveness. 
     The character of Anton as a scientist is 
clinical, calculating and is truly not a very 
likable man. We are constantly confronted 
with justifications for his involvement of 
the testing  for radiation levels in the de-
sert of  New Mexico, and his subsequent 
lectures within the safety of ivory towers. 
The survivors of the experiment are prod-

ded and examined in the “ woeful Japanese 
test tube, the chosen lamb.”  His scientific 
observations are supported by his group of 
peers and the American government which 
leaves one feeling powerless in the face of 
enduring arrogance. Anton’s certainty in 
his superior intellect and actions are unset-
tling. Anton is seemingly disconnected 
from human relationships as he pursues his 
purpose to achieve, as an end in itself. This 
point is clarified as his views his long-
suffering wife Sophie. Sophie’s gardening 
and homemaking is viewed as “a stop-gap 
of a bored housewife against loneliness. So 
much need in the world, what was it that 
pulled her attention to these stupid 
plants?”   
     The nature motif streams like a fine 
vine throughout the novel as the geo-
graphical locales shift with splendid de-
scriptions of the landscape. “ The bounda-
ries of the physical world had suffered a 
fundamental shift, it seemed. Things were 
no longer where they belonged.”  The 
reader begins to draw parallels to the inte-
rior gardens of each character. As with 

Sophie, she has 
learned to fill in 
the holes of her 
r el at i onshi ps 
with Anton. Her 
elaborate garden 
provides a clue 
into the empti-
ness of her life 
with Anton. She 
dedicates herself 
to the “ demands 

and pleasures [of the garden] , its Neapoli-
tan geometry and bursting trails of flowers 
and color.”   As the reader visits these 
landscapes we can gain understanding into 
what motivates each character. Even An-
ton becomes understandable as the novel 
progresses.  
     The metaphors given to Emiko’s ex-
periences has the sharpness of the scalples 
used to reconstruct her disfigurement. The 
story is one of healing scars no doubt, and 
the various roads traveled in order to do 
so. However, it is in Emiko’s story that the 
reader may reach a more authentic connec-
tion to the plot. Her scars are carried in 
shame to America in order to re-construct 
her face. She not only has shame about her 
appearance. Emiko’s shame is that of be-
ing Japanese. Here she is in America, en-
emy territory in her mind, wherein she is 
to be re-constructed. Will the plastic sur-
geons graft away her ethnicity? Will they 
make her look like her enemy? As a young 
girl in a foreign land, we become intimate 
with her ambivalence. Emiko spends 
countless hours in a bamboo garden, a 
Japanese fairytale from childhood which 
protects her sanity. So begins Emiko’s 

journey in recon-
ciliation with the 
past. 
      E m i k o  i s 
driven by the same 
sense of purpose as 
Anton. She retraces 
a journey taken 
long ago from 
Japan to New York 
to Los Angeles. It 
is because of 
Emiko’s tenacious 
bravery that magical transformation occurs 
in the novel. I will not tamper with the 
details as this is where I find the story be-
comes most revealing. There is a sense of 
healing and of redemption which occurs 
with the passage of time. In this context, 
Bock reveals the fluidity of memory. Our 
memory has the power to deceive, mislead. 
Within this interior space exists fixed be-
liefs of where we have come from, who is 
not to be trusted. This type of belief system 
spurs action out old models of revenge in 
the name of defending an illusion.   
     A garden covered over with ash is brim-
ming with new life underneath it. Ulti-
mately, there is the potential for restoration 
when illusion falls away. The reader is left 
with a philosophical perspective of a his-
torical disaster, which informs our own 
thinking about peaceful actions and atti-
tudes. This novel is a delight to read – 
maybe over the summer months in prepara-
tion for the 60 Anniversary of Hiroshima 
this August. 
 

Michelle Intrepidi is a Project Peacemak-
ers Board member. 
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Events for the 60th Anniversary of the 
Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki: 
 
A special photo exhibit from Hiroshima 
and paintings of the destruction by local 
art ist Toki Orui - location TBA (Contact 
Project Peacemakers office) 
 
Annual Lanterns for Peace Memorial 
Aug. 6 at 8 pm at Memorial Park fountain 

By Dennis Bock 
HarperCollins Canada 2001 
 

Reviewed by Michelle Intrepedi 
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Fernando Enns, Scott Holland and 
Ann K. Riggs, eds  
Cascadia, 2004, 260 pp 
 
Reviewed by John Derksen 
In a theological dialogue on how to over-
come violence and build peace, the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) sought in-
sights from the Historic Peace Churches 
such as the Quakers and Mennonites.  This 
collection of essays is the Peace Churches’  
contribution.   
     Two essays discuss the WCC’s relation 
to the Peace Churches and to questions of 
violence.  Three essays discuss power, 
peacemaking and globalization.  Five es-
says focus on the geographical and cultural 
context of thinking on the Gospel of peace.  
Six forward-looking essays imagine 
“Building Cultures of Just Peace.”   Some 
essays are largely anecdotal (Bugu, Hol-
land, Lee, Lozano), while others blaze 
scholarly trails (Enns, Dula, Weaver, 
Bishop, McIntosh).   
     Some highlights:  a masterful overview 
by Conrad Reiser, General Secretary of the 
WCC, traces the development of the 
WCC’s thought around peacemaking, 
names important issues, and sets an agenda 
for the future.  Neal Blough argues that the 
Bible’s salvation narrative is “a response 

to the first story of globalization” (45), the 
Tower of Babel.   Moises Mayordomo 
shows that when St. Paul mediates con-
flicts, he cares most about right relation-
ships, love, gratitude and the cross.  In a 
hard-hitting challenge to the mainline 
Christology and atonement theology ac-
cepted at the Councils of Nicea (325 C.E.) 
and Chalcedon (451 C.E.) by churches that 
had abandoned pacifism, Denny Weaver 
sketches a nonviolent Christology and 
atonement theology.   
     Alix Lozano, in war-torn Columbia, 
argues that the church must stand in soli-
darity, enliven hope, offer healing, and 
educate for peace.  Debbie Roberts count-
ers Eurocentric, male conflict resolution 
methods with Sallie McFague’s meta-
phoric hermeneutic that stresses relation-
ship, inclusion, and God’s permanent pres-
ence.  Elaine Bishop finds hope that fruit-
ful, mutual understanding may emerge in 
the clash between Canadian aboriginal 
spiritual notions and western, commodity-
based notions of land.  Alastair McIntosh 
argues that community, not war, "is the 
soil in which peace unfolds" (215).  His 
insight that war begins with unresolved 
inner conflict, and that poverty, chastity 
and obedience manifest community with 
nature, one another and God, respectively, 

are highly suggestive.   
     Although there is some unevenness in 
style and method, Seeking Cultures of 
Peace is a first rate anthology that theologi-
ans, church workers, peace workers and 
thoughtful laypersons will appreciate. 
 
John Derksen, Assistant Professor of Con-
flict Resolution Studies at Menno Simons 
College in Winnipeg, Manitoba, is a board 
member of Project Peacemakers. 
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By Bassam Hozaima  
 
Canada Palestine Support Network 
(CanPalNet) is a group of conscientious 
individuals and human rights activists 
working to raise awareness of the plight of 
the Palestinian people. CanPalNet will be 
presenting its second annual Canada Pales-
tine Film Festival at Cinematheque from 
September 29 to October 2, 2005. The 
films focus on the day-to-day life of a 
civilian population living under a long-
standing military occupation. Many of the 
films focus on the policies and mecha-
nisms that the occupation forces use to 
control every aspect of the daily and mun-
dane life of the civilian population in Gaza 
and the West Bank. 
      This year’s film festival follows last 
year’s festival which was held at Cine-
matheque and was a huge success for Can-
PalNet.  
     The film festival will consist of a vari-
ety of fiction and non-fiction films includ-
ing shorts, documentaries, and feature 

length films. While some of the films ex-
amine some aspects of militant resistance, 
the majority focuses on the non-violent 
resistance and daily struggle of the people 
of Gaza and the West Bank. Many of the 
films presented at the film festival are 
made by Palestinian producers under the 
conditions of the occupation. Through 
their production and content, these films 
highlight the inventiveness, courage, and 
resilience of the Palestinian people. 
     For nearly forty years, the Palestinian 
people of Gaza and the West Bank have 
been living under one of the most brutal 
and mean-spirited military occupations of 
modern history. Their plight is often over 
looked or trivialized in the popular media. 
Their heroic struggle for freedom and self-
determination is often presented as dis-
jointed and random acts of violence and 
aggression. Rarely does the popular media 
present relevant and honest information on 
the conflict that the people of Palestine 
find themselves embroiled in. There is 
concerted effort and attempt to rewrite the 

actual history and background of the con-
flict. An enormously powerful, aggressive, 
and belligerent occupier presents itself to 
the world as the victim in the conflict 
while at the same time it is attempting, by 
all means possible, to erase the history and 
silence the narrative of the land and the 
people it is occupying. 
     CanPalNet, through the Canada Pales-
tine Film Festival, hopes to encourage 
positive, constructive dialogue that will 
lead to a more accurate understanding of 
the tragic circumstances of the people of 
Gaza and the West Bank. 
     We encourage all who are interested in 
the Palestinian struggle for freedom and 
self-determination to check out the Cine-
matheque guide in September and to at-
tend this worthwhile film festival.   
 
Bassam Hozaima is a Winnipeg CanPal-
Net member.  Project Peacemakers is a 
sponsor of the Canada Palestine Film 
Festival. 
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Food Force is a United Nations sanctioned 
World Food Programme video game re-
leased in June of this year to positive re-
views.  The player stars as a WFP team 
member who must race to bring food to 
the people of the fictional island Sheylan, 
negotiating with rebels at roadblocks, air-
dropping food out of the back of aircraft 
and even putting together special food 
packs with the correct proportion of nutri-
ents. 
     The game, available for free download 
in Mac and PC formats from 
http://www.food-force.com, gives the 
player a basis for understanding how food 
shortages occur, what the UN WFP does to 
try to alleviate the crisis, and addresses 
challenges that occur in delivering the aid.  
It also goes further and allows the player 
to rebuild a village with UN help in the 
sixth and final mission.  Of course, the 
player operates in an ideal world where the 
UN is treated with respect by all involved, 
and not prone to disastrous internal Secu-
rity Council squabbles. 
     Various characters of the team explain 
aspects of the UN WFP’s work during cut-
scenes and as voice-overs during missions. 
The website provides other links for more 
information, and has resources and lesson 
plans for teachers who want to utilize the 
game. 
     Food Force is best used as part of a 
module in a classroom studying the United 
Nations or world issues, or can be 
downloaded by children and parents who 
want to learn more.  It takes about one 
hour to play all the way through, and does-
n’ t offer much in the way of repeat play-
ing.  In this sense it cannot compete with 
regular games that often take 20 or many 
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more hours to complete, many of which 
offer endless online variations, and whose 
designers have budgets of millions of dol-
lars.  Another drawback is quickly evident: 
players must play quickly against the clock 
and cannot concentrate on the educational 
voice-overs or text that is flashed up on the 
screen. 
     While interesting as a free game with 
decent graphics (running perhaps five years 
behind today’s games,) it does not require 
the level of concentration or planning many 
games of today demand.  The skill level is 
such that a 6 year old could operate the 
mouse, which is all that is needed.  For 
teens, the game is much too basic and may 
quickly bore, yet the information presented 
is beyond the scope of children under 10; 
thus the target age is hard to determine. 
     Food Force is a good start in educa-
tional world issues gaming that any parent 
can support.  Hopefully, it will inspire the 
UN and other organizations to release free 
games that will be engaging, challenging, 
and educational for people of all ages. 
 
Derrick Martens is Program Coordinator 
of Project Peacemakers and enjoys playing 
the occasional computer game. 

�  June 21, 2005 

December 14, 1906 - March 12, 2005 
 

After a brief illness, Anne passed away 
peacefully at the Health Sciences Centre 
on Saturday, March 12, 2005, in her 99th 
year.  The daughter of Peter Robert 
Loutit and Margaretta Grant Reeki, she 
will be lovingly remembered by surviv-
ing sisters Isobel and Ruth of Winnipeg, 
Patricia Crookes of Edmonton and Mar-
vel (Ernest) Sadler of Calgary.  She was 
predeceased by brother John Loutit 
(Evelyn) of Ottawa; and sister Roberta 
(Milton) Levant of Washington, DC.  
She also leaves to mourn nieces and 
nephews, several of whom were able to 
visit in these last weeks, and great-nieces 
and nephews whom she encouraged in 
their varied studies 
and vocations. 
     Anne was born 
in Margaret, MB, 
to a pioneer family 
and was very proud 
of being a third 
generation Cana-
dian.  Anne taught in Manitoba schools 
for most of her teaching career except for 
two years in Paris, but her interests were 
both local and global.  She was greatly 
interested in the arts as well as the Cana-
dian Institute of International Affairs and 
the United Nations Association.  In both 
of these organizations she was very ac-
tive and held executive positions.  Her 
love of the printed word and her interest 
in local history kept her very much a 
scholar all her life. She travelled exten-
sively and considered every day a learn-
ing experience. 
     Anne was most grateful for the won-
derful care given by the homecare work-
ers she was privileged to know.  We, as a 
family, are most thankful for the quality 
of life that their care allowed Anne to 
experience.  To the Health Sciences 
wards GA4 and GD5, we also express 
much thanks.  Anne commented many 
times on the excellent care she  received. 
     Cremation has taken place and there 
was a memorial service for Anne at 
Broadway First Baptist Church, 790 
Honeyman Ave., on Sat March 19 at 2:00 
p.m. with Rev. Fred Rupert officiating.  
The Loutit family moved to Winnipeg in 
1926, and Anne has attended Broadway 
First Baptist Church these many years.  
She was active in CGIT and with a joyful 
heart sang for many years in the choir. 
     In Anne’s memory, friends may wish 
to donate to a charity of their choice. 
     During the summer her ashes will be 
interred in Little Britain Cemetery at her 
parents’  graves— Winnipeg Free Press 
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Project Peacemakers 
News and Upcoming Events 
 
Project Peacemakers Eco-Friendly 
Dinner Fundraiser 
Thanks to everyone who came to our 
Eco-Friendly Dinner.  It was a great 
success, raising over $2000! 
 
Board and Staff Update 
We welcome new Board Member,  
Tom Packham.  Allyson Watts (from 
our Finance Committee) is the new 
Finance Assistant. 
 
Doorbell for the Office 
Due to security concerns at Westmin-
ster United Church, the door at the 
top of the stairs will be kept closed.  
Please ring the doorbell to alert 
Peacemakers staff of visitors.  Feel 
free to continue to drop in! 
 
Hiroshima –Nagasaki Memorial 
August 6 (rain-date August 9) 
This year marks the 60th anniversary 
of the first use of the nuclear bomb.  
Join us in creating paper lanterns:  
Memorial Park fountain at 8 pm. 
A special art and photo exhibit of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki will also be 
launched.  Details TBA. 
 
Raising Peaceful Kids in a Violent World 
Friday September 23 7:00pm to 9:00 
Key Note: FREE at St Matthews Angli-
can Church.  Featuring Lawrence 
Cohen, Ph.D. on how to talk to kids 
about violence as entertainment, and 
parenting strategies to balance peer 
pressure, media hype, marketing of 
violent games and other forms of 
cultural violence. 
Seminars: Saturday September 24, 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm at Crossways in 
Common. $20.00 registration.  Con-
tact Project Peacemakers. 
 
Global Justice Film Festival Films 
Available for Viewing 
Many of the most popular films from 
the last two years are available for loan 
from United Church AVEL:  233-8911. 
 
Donations and Memberships 
When mailing cheques to Project 
Peacemakers, please write in the 
memo line if it is a membership re-

newal, donation (receives a 
tax receipt), or both. 
 
Building a Culture of Peace 
Early Year Peace Resource 
Completed 
This peace resource for Early 

For a little PEACE of mind 
call us for all your insurance needs. 

 
 

Autopac  •  Business  •  Home 
 

 Life •  Group Benefits 
 

 
Tony Taronno CAIB 

 
186-2025 Corydon Ave. 
Winnipeg, MB  R3P 0N5 

 
Phone 988-1511 
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Source: Times Seven (New York Times and CBC) 

Cost of Next Generation US 
Weapon Systems 
Air Force: 
     F/A 22 Raptor - $330 million each 
US Navy: 
     DD(X) Destroyer - $3 billion each 
US Army: 
     Future Combat System - $145 billion 
 

Total projected cost of 80 new military 
systems under R&D: 
$1.47 trillion (currently $300 billion 
over budget) 
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To get involved in Project Peacemakers, 
come by our office or give us a call. 
Presently we have about 250 members.  
Membership includes a subscription to 
Peace Projections and input into the 
organization’s programs and activities.  
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two 
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional.  Tax receipts available for dona-
tions over $10.  The work of peacemak-
ing is important and exciting.  Please join 
us in this endeavour.  Invite your friends 
as well. 

1   USA 
2   UK 
3   France 
4   Japan 
5   China 
6   Germany 
7   Italy 
8   Russia 
9   Saudi Arabia 
10 Korea, South 
11 India 
12 Israel 
13 Canada 
14 Turkey 
15 Australia 

Years teachers focusing on Peace 
and Conflict, Peaceful Play, and 
Children Around the World is avail-
able from Project Peacemakers for 
$18 for the book or $13 per CD-Rom. 
(If you pick it up from the office you 
save $3 shipping fees.) First printed 
in January, we are already on our 
second printing, thanks to the pres-
entations by Betty Neufeld. Call or 
visit www.projectpeacemakers.org 
for more details. 
 
The Middle Years Peace Resource is 
also available, and the Senior Years 
edition should be out in the fall. 
 
New Project Peacemakers Website 
Our website is being completely re-
designed by PeaceWorks. 
 
Did You Know? 
In addition to Project Peacemakers 
and the Project Ploughshares head 
office in Waterloo, ON, there are 
many other Ploughshares local 
groups.  These include:  Calgary, Ed-
monton, Fort Qu’Appelle, Fraser Val-
ley, Fredericton, Hamilton, Kawartha, 
Montreal, Niagara, Ottawa, and 
Saskatoon. 

CAE  
General Dynamic Landsystems  
Bombardier  
SNC-Lavalin  
General Dynamics  
Magellan Aerospace   
Pratt & Witney   
Northstar Aerospace  
Bell Helicopter   
Héroux-Devtek   

Source: SIPRI Yearbook 2005 

Source: Ploughshares Monitor Spring 2005  
Vol. 26, No. 1 
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Top 10 Canadian Military Contractors 
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86 


