
 

 

“Many of the bombed and 
burnt out factories and 
industrial complexes in-
cluding the Jiyeh power 
plant south of Beirut are 
contaminated with a vari-
ety of toxic and health 
hazardous substances”  and 
pose a possible threat to 
water supplies and public 
health.2 
    Also in Lebanon, the 
United Nations Environ-
ment Programme called 
“ the large number of clus-
ter bombs with a low deto-
nation rate dropped by the 
IDF (Israel i Defense 
Forces) over the last days 
before the ceasefire”  a 
“serious concern.”  4  
    In Iraq in 2003, an esti-
mated two hundred blue 
plastic barrels containing 
uranium oxide were stolen 
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By K irsten Freed 
If there is any question 
that “peace issues”  and 
environmental concerns 
are one and the same, may 
this article serve as a cata-
lyst for further reading.  
 
DESTRUCTION, 
POISON AND  
POLLUTION 
 
    To varying degrees of 
intentionality, armed con-
flict directly destroys the 
environment, poisons it by 
introducing foreign sub-
stances, and/or leads to 
greater pollution.  
 
War  is destructive 
 
    The infamous example 
is the use of the defoliant 
Agent Orange during the 
Vietnam War. “Though 
decades have passed since 
US forces cleared 325 000 
hectares,”  “biodiversity 
losses are still very much 
in evidence. Areas once 
covered by forests and 
mangroves now support 
just low-density grass-
lands and mudf lats 
(McNeely 200:362).” 1 
    During the 1990-91 

end of the Second World 
war.”  Among NATO tar-
gets were “ the Pancevo  
(petro-chemical) complex, 
northwest of Belgrade, the 
big Novi Sad oil refinery 
on the Danube to the 
south, another chemical 
factory at Baric and the 
Kragujevac automobile 
factory, in the south.” 3 
A drainage canal connects 
the Pancevo site to the 
Danube River. “Oil and 
chemicals began spilling 
into the canal in mid April 
(1999), but was held back 
by the Danube which was 
high due to record snow 
fall melting in the Alps. 
Later in 1999, “mercury, 
1,2-dichlorethane, dioxins 
and other compounds 
(entered) the river. 3  
    The recent conflict in 
Lebanon brought serious 
environmental challenges. 

Gulf War, air and soil 
were pol luted when 
“ Iraqis intentionally ig-
nited hundreds of oil 
wells.”  “Spills of 6-8 mil-
lion barrels of oil into the 
Persian Gulf and Arabian 
Sea killed 15 000 - 30 000 
sea birds and contami-
nated mangroves and coral 
reefs (UNEP 2002:14, 
204, 292; Omar et al. 
2000:317).”  1 
    In Kosovo, “Serbian 
forces systematically de-
stroyed villages and towns 
in the 1999 Kosovo con-
flict, they also destroyed 
clean drinking water sup-
plies and waste systems 
(UNEP and UNCHS 
1999:5).”  1  
    In Lebanon, significant 
amounts of agricultural 
lands have become inac-
cessible for farmers due to 
unexploded ordinance.”  
“An estimated 90 per cent 
of the local population 
depends on agriculture.”  2  
 
War  introduces danger-
ous substances 
    “The Kosovo conflict 
was the most significant 
outbreak of hostilities on 
European soil since the 

See “ Environment”  on p. 2 

War and the Environment 

The remains of the fuel storage tanks at the Jiyeh Thermal Power 
Plant, 30 km south of Beirut. In 2006 the fuel tanks were bombed 
releasing 10 - 15 thousand  tons of fuel oil, affecting 150 km of the 
Lebanese coastline as well as parts of Syria’s coast. 2 

“The earth’s environment is battered by war, its prepara-
tion, practice and aftermath. It is destroyed as an act of 
war; it is used as a weapon of war; and its destruction is 
expensive and sometimes irreversible. Its integral in-
volvement with war is often secret, widely ignored, and 
easily forgotten—until now.” 6 
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from the Tuwaitha nuclear plant. 
“After dumping the radioactive con-
tents and rinsing out the barrels in the 
rivers, poverty-stricken residents used 
the containers for storing basic 
amenities like water, cooking oil and 
tomatoes. Extra barrels were sold to 
other villages or used to transport 
milk, to distant regions (Browne 
2003). 5 
    The Peace Pledge Union calls nu-
clear waste “a global problem that 
won’ t go away, threatening environ-
mental disaster on a vast scale: its 
poison, and toxic chemicals which 
accompany all weapon production, 
have traveled round the globe in the 
atmosphere and ocean currents; as 
well as water and air, they harm earth, 
plants that grow in it, and subsistent 
livestock and wildlife.”  6  
    In recent years, concerns over the 
use of depleted uranium (DU) have 
been discussed on the world stage. 
DU is “ is a chemically and radiologi-
cally toxic heavy metal, it is mildly 
radioactive, with about 60% of the 
activity of natural uranium.” 7 This 
dense metal is used in munitions for 
its penetrating ability and as a protec-
tive material in armoured vehicles.7 

Where DU munitions have been used, 
DU penetrators, penetrator fragments 
and jackets/casings can be found ly-
ing on the surface or buried at vary-
ing depths.”  “Air, soil, water and 
vegetation can potentially be con-
taminated and affected by DU resi-
dues.7 DU is principally used by the 
United States, but also by other coun-
tries such as Britain, in defensive 
military armor, conventional muni-
tions, and some missiles (WHO 

2003).5 The US military has down-
played potential health risks posed 
by exposure to Depleted Uranium.”  5  
 
Damaged infrastructure leads to 
fur ther  pollution 
 
    In some refugee camps, infrastruc-
ture “may not meet long-term re-
quirements for protecting the envi-
ronment (Kalpers 2001b). Poorly 
placed or badly designed latrines or 
medical facilities may contaminate 
water or soil (Kalpers 2001b). 8  
    “Refugees and internally displaced 
people often find themselves living 
in conditions so overcrowded that 
they become a significant source of 
potential pollution. In their need to 
subsist, the displaced may pollute 
surface water; in their flight, they 
may bring infectious diseases. The 
latter concern threatens not just the 
health of human populations but also 
that of the indigenous wildlife 
(Kalpers 2001b). 8  
    Prior to the 34 day conflict in 
2006, Lebanon’s water and sewage 
systems had been undergoing com-
prehensive upgrading and moderni-
zation. “These networks were exten-
sively damaged in the conflict and 
hence present a risk of groundwater 
contamination and a potential public 
health hazard. Waste water manage-
ment constitutes a major chronic 
environmental stress factor.”  9 
    The UNEP team visiting Lebanon 
after the conflict found a “need to 
deal with war-related debris, includ-
ing health care and hospital waste,”  
as the amount of debris over-

whelmed municipal dump sites.  
    “ In Afghanistan, destruction to 
water infrastructure combined with 
weakened public service during the 
war resulted in bacterial contamina-
tion, water loss through leaks and 
illegal use (UNEP Afghanistan). The 
consequence was an overall decline 
in safe drinking water throughout the 
country.”  5 Also in Afghanistan, the 
creation of poorly located, leaky 
landfill sites resulted in contami-
nated rivers and groundwater (UNEP 
Afghanistan).”  5 
    Pollution of rivers and lakes also 
occurs when human bodies are de-
posited in them and decompose, as 
occurred during the Rwanda geno-
cide. 8  
 
THE PARADIGM OF  
UNSUSTAINABIL ITY 
 
    War is not a model for sustainable 
living. Whether out of necessity for 
survival, or out of greed, war creates 
a dynamic where people think about 
today, not tomorrow.  
    The recent conflict in Lebanon 
“ led to the outbreak of fires and the 
loss of economically valuable tree 
species in southern Lebanon, impair-
ing the government’s fledgling refor-
estation programme.”  9 
 
Refugees can’ t plan for  tomorrow 
  
   War creates refugees. Refugees 
who are trying to find safety and 
meet the necessities of life “can bur-
den the ecosystems in the country of 
asylum” (UNHCR 2002: 12, 19, 

Environment 
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Total number  of refugees  

Refugees under UNHCR mandate  
Refugees under UNRWA mandate  

Category of forced displacement  

Conflict-generated IDPs  
Natural disaster IDPs  

Total number  of refugees and IDPs  

Total number  of IDPs  

Total (millions) 

11.4 
4.6 

16.0 

26.0 
25.0 

51.0 

67.0 

From 2007 Global Trends: Refugees, Asylum-seekers, Returnees, 
Internally Displaced and Stateless Persons. UN High Commission on Refugees. June 2008. http://
www.unhcr.org/statistics/STATISTICS/4852366f2.pdf 

Number of refugees and internally displaced persons 
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22).1 “displaced people usually col-
lect firewood, food plants, and other 
natural resources in the areas they 
have moved to.” 8 According to the 
United Nations High Commission 
on Refugees, in 2007 there were 16 
million refugees worldwide, as well 
as 26 million conflict-generated 
‘ internally displaced persons’  – peo-
ple forced to flee their homes, but 
still living in their original country 
(see table). 
    For example, “during the most 
recent warfare in Iraq, individuals 
were forced to cut down city trees to 
use as cooking fuel (Sheehan 
2003).” 5 Because of the political 
instability inherent during times of 
war, even local people can become a 
burden on the ecosystem, as they 
“often cannot grow basic crops”  and 
are “ increasingly forced to depend 
on wild foods.”  8 
    And “when rural communities are 
forced to flee, they may take with 
them knowledge of the harvest cy-
cles of locally adapted seeds and the 
informal networks of seed swapping 
that help preserve the genetic diver-
sity of agriculture (PRTADG 1999: 
12-14).”  1 
 
War  is dangerous for  wildlife too  
 
    There are many examples of how 
war, armed conflict, and the result-
ing political and economic instabil-
ity can be destructive to wildlife. 
For example, Zimbabwe’s political 
instability “severely undercut tour-
ism revenues, leading to widespread 
illegal hunting on certain communal 
lands where people once benefited 
form the Communal Areas Manage-
ment Programmed for Indigenous 
Resources (CAMPFIRE) program.”  

8 
    “ In the Central African Republic, 
hunting and poaching in war-torn 
provinces reduced the country’ s 
elephant numbers by 90 percent to 
just 5000 and led to the disappear-
ance of the rhinoceros (Blom and 
Yamindou 2001:14).”  1 
    In the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), the war in 1996-97 
“ led to the disarming of park guards 
in Garamba.”  For a short time the 
poaching escalated, and “ the ele-

phant population was reduced by 
half, the buffalo by two-thirds, and 
the hippo (Hippopotamus amphibi-
ous) by three-quarters. This later 
escalation was not a direct exploita-
tion by the Congolese rebel troops. 
Rather, it came about because active 
conservation efforts were blocked, 
and the general breakdown of law 
and order was exploited (Hillman 
Smith and Smith 1997; Hillman 
Smith et al., in press).”  8  
    In Somalia, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
“provided boats, nets, hooks and 
training”  to encourage “ sel f -
sufficiency and seawater fish in the 
conservative Somali diet,—only to 
discover another of war’s ecological 
chain effects: the coastal waters off 
Somalia had become a free-for-all, 
all protocols for international fishing 
rights ignored.”  6  

 
Natural resources are quick cash 
 
    Natural resources are a means to 
quick cash, whether the motivation 
is need or greed. Times of war and 
armed conflict present plenty of 
opportunities for both to surface. 
“Governments and warring factions 
need money to buy arms and sup-
plies.”  1 To fund their military ac-
tivities, they may turn to commer-
cial-scale extraction of natural re-
sources such as timber, ivory, and 
diamonds.”  8 
     “Large-scale extraction has been 
documented in the war economies 
of Liberia and Sierra Leone (Global 
Witness 2001), Angola (Global Wit-
ness 1998 and 1999) and DRC (UN 
2001).”  8 In Sudan, Chad and the 

Central African Republic it has 
worked to the detriment of elephant 
populations”  and “has also driven 
forest liquidation in Liberia and Si-
erra Leone (Blom and Yamindou 
2001:13; Shambaugh et al. 2001:7).1 
And in Cambodia, the Khmer 
Rouge’s trade in timber brought $10-
20 million a month in funds for its 
civil war effort (Global Witness 
2003). 1  
    “After the conflict ends, govern-
ments need to kick-start the economy 
and rebuild key sectors, and one of 
the quickest ways is to mine natural 
resources.” 1 “ If international finan-
cial institutions and other creditors 
demand debt repayment at this time, 
they may indirectly promote overex-
ploitation of natural resources.”  8 
    “War economies and destabilized 
governments perpetuate an ongoing 
cycle of violence and resource ex-
ploitation. Land and natural resources 
may be used as bargaining chips to 
gain allies,”  “ in negotiations to end 
conflict, or as postwar paybacks.” 1  
“Little value may be accorded to in-
tact ecosystems or ecosystem ser-
vices (Shambaugh et al. 2001:12-
17).” 1  
    “The survival of Awash National 
Park in Ethiopia during extended 
periods of instability is largely attrib-
uted to the participation of local com-
munities in the park’s management 
(Jacobs and Schloeder 2001 and Box 
1.3). 8 Uncertainty over future access 
rights encourages unsustainable re-
source use for short-term gain.”  8 
 
SELF-PERPETUATING  
PROBLEMS 
 
    If there are still lingering doubts 
that there are any real separations 
between the concerns of environmen-
talists and peace activists, here’s a 
final point.  
    “Although conflicts may start for 
other reasons, there is a risk that re-
source depletion and environmental 
degradation can drag a region into a 
vicious circle: poverty, further politi-
cal instability, more armed conflict, 
and greater environmental degrada-
tion, and even greater poverty.” 8 

 

Poverty Political 
Instability 

Environmental  
Degradation Armed Conflict 

See “ Environment”  on p. 4 
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    “The availability of arms, and the illegal exploitation 
of diamonds, timber, ivory, and other natural resources, 
is part of a vicious cycle in which these resources are 
used to purchase or barter for arms. These weapons, in 
turn, enable armed groups to maintain control over 
source areas for valuable resources and to develop and 
control illegal trade networks.” 8 
    For example, in Sudan, “conflict over scare natural 
resources - fertile land, trees and water - remains a desta-
bilizing influence in many parts of the country,”  despite a 
peace agreement signed in 2005.10 
    May we continue to see the connections.  
 
Kirsten Freed is  the Program Coordinator at Project 
Peacemakers.   
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Current World Nuclear Arsenals 

Country Suspected  
Strategic  
Nuclear   
Weapons 

Suspected  
Non-Strategic  

Nuclear   
Weapons 

Suspected  
Total  

Nuclear   
Weapons 

China 20 390 410 

France 384 80 464 

India 0 60+? 60+? 

Israel 0 200+? 200+? 

Pakistan 15-25? 0 15-25? 

Russia ~ 6000 ~ 4000 ~ 10 000 

United King-
dom 

185 0 185 

United States 7200 ~ 3300 ~ 10 500 

Centre for Defense Information. http://www.cdi.org/ 
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As in years past, Winnipeg’s peace 
community came together on August 
6th in memory of the nuclear bomb-
ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
The memorial was organized by the 
Japanese Canadian Citizen’s Asso-
ciation, Peace Alliance Winnipeg, 
and Project Peacemakers - Ed.  
 
By Maureen McCar tney 
    Gently cooled by an evening 
breeze the warm summer sun shone 
as people gathered in Memorial Park 
for the annual “Lanterns for Peace 
Ceremony.”   This ceremony is a 
commemoration of the Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki bombings on August 
6th and 9th, 63 years ago. Friends 
greeted friends and strangers chatted 
to one another as they viewed the 
displays and photographs depicting 
the devastation of the two Japanese 
cities following the dropping of the 
atomic bomb at the end of the Sec-
ond World War. 
    It is interesting to observe people 
year by year as they gather their 
supplies to begin the lantern making 
process. Some folks are anxious to 
show off their artistic talents in the 
decorating of the traditional “peace 
lanterns,’  while others move away 
from the crowded table and find a 
space on the grass and thoughtfully 
work their thoughts into many beau-
tiful patterns inscribed with words of 
peace.  Although there is some chat-
ter and laughter around the table, the 
prevailing sense is a seriousness and 
intentionality, in the creative expres-
sions, all with an emphasis on peace.  
Making the lantern appears to be for 
some a deeply meditative exercise. 
As the lanterns are completed they 
are moved to the water’s edge to 
await their launching later in the 
evening. 
    As the strains of hauntingly beau-
tiful violin music, played by Jason 
Hirose, began to reach our ears peo-
ple moved to the nearby chairs. Hap-
pily every chair was filled and many 
sat on the grass or stood in the shade 
of the trees. Eighty people in all sat 
in silence as the violin finished its 
rendition. Kirsten welcomed the 

floral yellow ribbon on the grounds 
of Winnipeg’s Legislature building, 
reflecting the governments support 
for the ‘yellow ribbon campaign.’   
He spoke quietly and eloquently and 
with conviction, reminding us that 
war is a failure; a failure of humans 
to appropriately resolve our differ-
ences.  
    Harvey Smith, Winnipeg City 
Councillor brought greetings from 
the City of Winnipeg. He reminded 
us that each has a role in ensuring the 
abolition of nuclear weapons, en-
couraging us to continue to raise the 
issue with our own councillors and 
insist that they play an ongoing part 
in this campaign. 
    The keynote speaker was Art 
Miki, President of the National asso-
ciation of Japanese Canadians. He 
commented on the horrific events of 
63 years ago that have had such an 
impact on many who still carry the 
scars and the vivid memories of that 
moment in time that changed their 
lives irrevocably. Mr. Miki’s re-
marks were eloquent and thought-
provoking as he told poignant stories 
about survivors, not only of the nu-
clear holocaust in Japan but also 
about the holocaust suffered by mil-
lions of people in Europe during the 
Second World War and the millions 
of innocents stranded and suffering 
in refugee camps around the world 
today.  At the end of his remarks he 
called for our country to work to-
ward a nuclear free society to ensure 
that things like Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki never occur again. 
    The story of Sadako the young 
Japanese girl who died from leuke-
mia as a result of the fall out of ra-
diation was then read to the gather-

gathered community and those who 
had come to speak. She reminded us 
that Winnipeg is among 2,367 cities, 
from 131 countries who are members 
of “Mayors for Peace,”  including 
sev en t y  Canad i an  c i t i es 
(www.mayorsforpeace.org/). 
    In keeping with tradition Glenn 
Michalchuk of the peace Alliance of 
Winnipeg read the ‘Peace Declara-
tion’  that had been delivered earlier 
that day by the Mayor of Hiroshima, 
Tadatoshi Akiba. 
    “ Another August 6, and the horrors of 
the 63 years ago arise undiminished in 
the minds of our Hibakusha, whose aver-
age age now exceeds 75yrs. “ Water, 
please!”  “ Help Mommy” - On this day, 
we too etch in our hearts the voices, 
faces and forms that vanished in the hell 
no Hibakusha can ever forget, renewing 
our determination that “ NO one else 
should ever suffer as we did.”   The 
mayor also made a plea for the abolition 
of nuclear weapons and he noted that out 
of 173  countries only 3 have  not signed 
nuclear weapon free zone treaties and it 
was his hope that the incoming President 
of the United States would listen consci-
entiously to the majority.”  (The entire 
declaration can be viewed at http://
www.city.hiroshima. 
jp/shimin/heiwa/declaration.html). 
    Rob Altimeyer, MLA for Wolsely, 
reminded us of the person and the 
symbol that is the child ‘Sadako’  
who represents much of what is actu-
ally today’s reality. He pointed to the 
fact that most people killed, injured 
or irreparably damaged in war are 
not soldiers but civilians. He talked 
of the burden of war falling on the 
shoulders of the women and young 
girls of the community. He reminded 
us that Canada has stepped out of our 
role as a country ‘at peace’  to be-
come a country ‘at war.’    
   He wrapped up by speaking about 
yellow ribbons. In particular, the 

Lanterns for Peace - Hiroshima memorial 

See “ Lanterns”  on p. 7 
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By  Rosalie Bertell  
(Black Rose Books, 
2001)  
 
Reviewed by  
Rudy Fr iesen 
    Rosalie Bertell, 
who has a doctor-
ate in biometrics, 
has worked in the 

field of environmental health since 
1969. She is a respected lecturer and 
activist who speaks with passion 
about the devastating effects of war 
and the preparation for war. 
    Instead of launching into a full 
blown critique of conflicts in our 
society she retells the story of two 
late 20th century wars - the Kosovan-
Serbian War and the (first) Gulf War.     
    While admitting that the cause of 
tensions in the former Yugoslavia 
were complex, she feels that the main 
reason for the violence can be traced 
to the policies of the IMF who along 
with US and European politicians 
wanted to see all the states in Yugo-
slavia adopt a capitalist economic 
system.  
    When that became problematic and 
funds were cut off, old nationalistic 
antagonisms between Serbs, Croats 
and Muslims erupted. NATO soon 
got involved and gave themselves 
permission to bomb Kosovo as an 
©humanitarian aid mission©.  
    It shouldn©t come as a surprise that 
spying on the various groups is part 
of the war effort but to read that Can-
ada paid an NGO, Care Canada $3 
million to plant 60 spies in the con-
flicted area did surprise me. It was 
later explained as ©mission creep© or 
©mission reality©. 
    The environmental damage of the 
war--oil slicks in the Danube River, 
petrochemical clouds released by the 
bombing and the use of DU (depleted 
uranium) in bullets and bombs--
created long lasting harmful effects. 
    The Gulf War became known as 
the prime time war since it started on 
Jan. 16, 1991 at 6:30 EST just in time 
for the evening news.  
    The list of targets for NATO©s 

bombs is startling: electrical generat-
ing stations, water treatment plants, 
telephone and radio transmission 
facilities, food processing and distri-
bution centers, railways, bridges, bus 
depots, oil wells, pipelines, two nu-
clear research reactors and of course 
the Highway of Death.  
    It is estimated that 13,000 civil-
ians and 100,000 military personnel, 
some as young as 12 and 13 years 
old were killed outright.  
    Due to 10 years of sanctions and 
DU residue thousands more Iraqis 
died after the bombing stopped. The 
health of many NATO troops was 
also compromised for years .  
    The author suggests that the fires 
that burned for weeks following the 
war may have triggered an unusually 
strong typhoon that killed 100,000 
people in Bangladesh in May of ©91. 
    The book describes briefly an 
amazing list of research projects by 
militarily strong nations. Bertell 
claims that wars start in the labs of 
these nations. The consequence of 
testing new weapons or conducting 
science experiments that may have 
potential military applications can 
have far reaching effects on our 
lives.  
    She believes that atmospheric 
testing of nuclear devices in the ©50©s 
and ©60©s may have changed the mi-
gratory patterns of northern caribou 
and certainly caused the increase of 
cesium 137 in the bodies of Arctic 
residents both in Canada and the 
USSR.  
    The seeding of millions of needles 
into the lower Van Allen Belt may 
have interfered with the earth©s elec-
tromagnetic forces that caused the 
8.5 earthquake in Alaska in the early 
©60©s. She is quite convinced that 
atmospheric nuclear testing de-
stroyed 4% of the ozone layer which 
protects us from the sun©s ultra violet 
rays. It is estimated that 300 
launches of the Space Shuttle would 
release enough chlorine and nitrogen 
to totally destroy the ozone layer.  
    It helps to have a bit of a science 
background to fully grasp the mate-

rial in the main body of the book. 
Some of it reads like science fiction 
but becomes a shocking reality when 
one thinks of politicians and military 
strategists who really believe in Star 
Wars, plasma defense shields, laser 
and pulse weaponry. 
    The acronyms of current projects 
she describes are numerous. Here are 
two of them. HERO (Hazard of 
Electromagnetic Radiation to Ord-
nance) is a system that can cause 
disruption/accidents of conventional, 
nuclear or chemical weapons. 
HAARP (High-frequency Active 
Auroral Research Program) a system 
that can simulate or alter ionospheric 
processes that affect communica-
tions and surveillance systems. 
    The best part of this book is 
probably the last part where Bertell 
invites the reader to think of alter-
nates to the devastation that wars 
bring. Since the cost of war is so 
high both in human potential and in 
the degradation of land (13% of 
planet earth already degraded by 
military action) she calls for zero 
tolerance for war.  
    We all need to do our part, espe-
cially in the West where we con-
sume too much, both as citizens and 
as militaries. War and preparation 
for war puts pressure on resources 
which leads to conflicts which then 
becomes a self perpetuating cycle.  
    Bertell makes a plea for putting 
the Earth and its inhabitants first. 
What we need to strive for is eco-
logical security where there is a 
sense of egalitarianism, honoring 
human rights and maintaining/
restoring the health of the environ-
ment. 
    She challenges the assumption 
that a country©s military provides 
security. Security comes from re-
duced fear. Sharing the earth©s re-
sources fairly will do just that.  
    Some statements she makes are 
quite daring: Phase out the military. 
Find other ways to solve conflicts. 
Send what you would spend on a 
military to the UN who might have a 
standing army to bring rogue states 
into line but who would create jobs 
that address human need globally. 

Planet Earth: The Latest Weapon of War 

A critical study into the military and the environment 

See “ Review”  on p. 7 
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Disband NATO. It is a relic of the 
Cold War. 
    A big step forward in reducing 
harm in the world is the Ottawa 
Agreement on Land Mines. The au-
thor is also optimistic that the use of 
nuclear weapons will be condemned 
by the World Court and the non-
proliferation agreement will be hon-
ored. Unfortunately she was proven 
wrong since three more countries 
have joined the nuclear club since 
the book came out. 
     The book ends with a chapter on 
ecological security, highlighted by a 
short version of the Earth Charter. It 
says in part: "Together in hope we 
pledge to: respect the earth and all 
life, care for the community of life in 
all its diversity, strive to build free, 
just, participatory, sustainable and 
peaceful societies and secure Earth©s 
abundance and beauty for present 
and future generations." 
    This is an interesting and provoca-
tive book even if a bit dated. Science 
and world politics change rapidly. 
    Bertell©s call for a decade of non-
violence (2000-2010) was shattered 
by 9-11, plunging us into a new cy-
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Continued from p. 6 

cle of fear and its traditional devas-
tating responses. That does not take 
anything away from her main prem-
ise; War destroys us and our planet 
Earth. 
 
Rudy Friesen serves on Project 
Peacemaker’s Board, and,  I think, 
writes a pretty good review, even 
when he’s not thrilled with the book 
that was picked for him.  

ing. No matter how many times one 
hears this story it is a powerful re-
minder of the indomitable human 
spirit of one child who continues to 
inspire many world wide. 
    As Jason Hirose, began to play 
his violin, the people moved to the 
water’s edge and as the candles 
were lit, each lantern was placed on 
the water. As the breeze picked up 
and the lanterns floated gently, peo-
ple watched in silence, an act of 
remembrance. 
 
Maureen McCartney is a peace ac-
tivist, volunteers with Project 
Peacemakers, and even though she’s 
not quite a United Church minister, 
I think she’s fabulous anyway. 

Lanterns 
Continued from p. 5 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONALD PLOWMAN 
    Donald Plowman, a long-time resi-
dent of Winnipeg, died August 11, 
2008, in Yorkton Regional Health 
Centre. He succumbed peacefully 
after a hard fought battle with asbes-
tos-related lung cancer. Hew was 84 
years old.  
    Donald was born on February 11, 
1924 at Douglas, Manitoba. He spent 
his formative years at Douglas before 
moving to Winnipeg as a young man. 
On April 26, 1952 Donald was united 
in marriage to Doreen  Dolgoy. A 
carpenter by trade, Donald was in-
volved in many construction projects 
around the city. 
    Don was a vigorous man who ap-
proached each new day and each new 
task with passion and determination. 
Don firmly believed there was nothing 
he could not design, build or make 
better. At age 81, in the midst of a 
Winnipeg winter, Don wielded a pick-
axe to crack the frozen soil outside his 
front porch to make a wheelchair 
ramp for his beloved Doreen. Not one 
to complain about the cold or any 
physical malady, Don was not to be 
deterred. Despite carpal tunnel syn-
drome in both hands, he build that 
ramp solid and well.  
    That sense of purpose extended to 
making the world a better place. With 
Doreen at his side, Don spent many 
years campaigning for world peace 
through the Manitoba Peace Council. 
He had a personal philosophy - 
“Goodwill”  - that he loved to share 
with others. In poetry and prose, he 
worked for years to refine his mes-
sage. He was also part of a Winnipeg 
based discussion group that developed 
this theory. Don and Doreen loved to 
drive to Birds Hill Park for lunch, or 
visit small towns across Manitoba. 
One of their favorite places was the 
Oak Hammock Marsh. 
    For the past few months, Don and 
Doreen had been residing in Yorkton, 
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Saskatchewan, in the care of their 
daughter, Ruth Love. Don always 
tried to stay in touch with his grand-
children , great-grandchildren, broth-
ers and sisters, and nieces and neph-
ews. Don’s wife Doreen survives 
him. Daughters, Carol Shelton of 
Las Vegas, Ruth Love of Yorkton, 
and Cathy Plowman-Watts of To-
ronto each carry on their father’s 
spirit of service to their respective 
communities. Don leaves four grand-
children: Chris (Tina), Melanie 
(Chad), and Adria (Jarrett) and 
Claire. Five great-grandchildren, 
Travis, Becky, Alexis, Ava and 
Brynn, as well as numerous other 
relatives and friends.  
    Don chose to be cremated. A fam-
ily memorial service was held for 
Don on Thursday, August 14, 2008 
in Yorkton. 
    Donations in Don’s memory may 
be made to Project Peacemakers, 
745 Westminster Ave., Winnipeg, 
MB R3G 1A5.  

Take local act ion - join us! 
To get involved in Project Peacemakers, 
come by our office or give us a call. 
Presently we have over 100 members.  
Membership includes a subscription to 
Peace Projections and input into the 
organization’s programs and activities.  
Annual rates are: one year $25; two years 
$40; low-income/student $8; institutions 
$35.  Tax receipts are given for funds 
received over $10.  The work of peace-
making is important and exciting.  Please 
join us in this endeavour, and invite your 
friends! 
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November 9 
Sing for Peace concert at Cres-
cent Fort Rouge United Church, 
Winnipeg. Tickets: $10 (children 
12 and under free).  
 
November 22 
Annual Toy Store Inspections. If 
you’re 2 or 102, come volunteer 
for the morning. Contact the of-
fice for details.  
 
Annual Report 
Now available at http:/ /
library.projectpeacemakers.org/
library/FileDownload/239.  
Or contact us for a paper copy.  
 
Receiving event notices 
Project Peacemakers collates a 
biweekly email of events of inter-
est to the Winnipeg peace com-
munity. If you are interested in 
receiving this, send us an email!  
 
Help us save some trees 
Instead of sending you a print 
copy of the newsletter, we’d be 
happy to send an emailed pdf file 
instead - just let the office know.  
 
Red River Co-op 
Please consider buying your gas 
from Red River Co-op, using the 
Project Peacemakers member 
number: 115339. We receive 
several hundred dollars a year 
this way. Thanks to everyone 
who supports us through Co-op 
purchases. 
 
Donations and Memberships 
When mailing cheques to Project 
Peacemakers, please write in the 
memo line if it is a membership 
renewal, donation, or both. 
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Live and Love 
(Don Plowman) 

 
In the fading light of sunset,  

As the dew drops kiss the rose, 
My heart dreams of love enduring, 

In a mist of sweet repose. 
 

There the quiet of the evening,  
Helps to calm my deep desire, 

Lays its soothing hand upon me, 
Help’s control love’s burning fire. 

 
Age and the weary strain of working, 

Will take its toll of youthful joy. 
Let my dreams of love be answered, 
So I might life’s sweet love enjoy.  


