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Peace and the Christian Believer 

Peace in Islam 

See “ Chr istianity”  on p. 4  

See “ Islam”   on p. 6 

    At a personal level, 
peace is achieved through 
worship of the Creator. At 
a domestic level, peace is 
realized by fulfilling rights 
of family members. At a 
societal level, peace is 
established through good 
deeds and service to hu-
manity. At a national 
level, peace is gained 
through the robust pursuit 

of justice. At a global 
level, peace is actualized 
by the elimination of per-
secution and oppression. 
At a universal level, peace 
comes by preserving the 
harmony and sanctity of 
nature. 
    Islam warns that all 
human beings are to be 
treated equally and their 
dignity preserved because 
to do otherwise is to sow 
seeds of discontent and tilt 
the balance of justice. 

By Shahina Siddiqui 
    Islam is derived from 
two root words; “salaam”  
meaning peace and “ ism”  
meaning submission. This 
very definition formulates 
the significance of follow-
ing the Islamic way of life 
and of submitting to this 
religion in totality, since it 
promises this will bring 
about peace. 
    Peace, then, is not a 
mere concept or an auto-
matic result of identifying 
oneself as a Muslim. It is 
a goal, a reward and a 

state of being that is 
achieved when one surren-
ders to Islamic ways of 
life freely, with under-
standing and sincere com-
mitment. 
    Islam’s approach to 
peace is holistic; it takes 
every aspect that sustains 
human life as a stake-
holder in promoting 
peace. Thus all living 
things on this earth and 
our entire physical and 
spiritual environment are 
to be in harmony if we are 
to live in peace. 

had for roughly the last 40 
years has been driven by 
greed and personal inter-
est. People in the govern-
ment have used their 
power to strip many Co-
lombians of their land. 
War becomes an excuse to 
feed our own desires and 
greed. 
    To write about peace as 
Christians, we must first 
consider our own selfish-
ness and failure to let God 
guide us. The evil of war 
comes from us, from in-
side us and our troubled 
hearts.  
    Is it possible, as Chris-
tians, to justify that we are 

says “…in other news. 
The price of gasoline ap-
proaches $4 a gallon.”  The 
man falls out of his chair 
screaming “Ahhh!”   

    We have lost our sensi-
tivity. We are letting our 
individuality dictate what 
is only good for us. The 
rest of the world is not of 
importance. I can see this 
in my own country of 
birth, Colombia.  
    The war Colombia has 

By Raul Bogoya 
    There is a cartoon that I 
saw in a Christian maga-
zine that reminds me of the 
attitude we have on war 
and peace. There is a man 
sitting watching the news, 
and the newscaster says, 
“4000 U.S military deaths 
in Iraq!”  The man says to 
himself, “ It’s just a num-
ber.”   
    The newscaster says, 
“$5000 spent on Iraq every 
second.”  The man says, 
“ It’s just a number.”   
    The newscaster says, 
“More than 155,000 Iraqi 
civilian deaths.”  The man 
again says, “ It’ s just a 
number.”   
    Then the newscaster 

To write about peace 
as Christians, we 
must first consider 
our own selfishness 
and failure to let God 
guide us.  

All living things on 
this earth are to be in 
harmony if we are to 
live in peace. 
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Santi, Santi, Santi 
By Sensei Freder ich Ulr ich 
    Santi, santi, santi, is a cry heard in 
Buddhist, Hindu, Jain and Sikh faith 
traditions. It roughly means ‘peace.’  
To give you an idea of how it is used, 
here is the great prayer for peace by 
the Jain, a sister religion to Bud-
dhism: 
    “Peace and Universal Love is the 
essence of the Teaching preached by 
all the Enlightened Ones. The Lord 
has preached that equanimity is the 
Dharma. Forgive do I creatures all, 
and let all creatures forgive me. Unto 
all have I amity, and unto none en-
mity. Know that violence is the root 
cause of all miseries in the world. 
Violence, in fact, is the knot of bond-
age. ‘Do not injure any living being.’  
This is the eternal, perennial, and 
unalterable way of spiritual life. A 
weapon howsoever powerful it may 
be, can always be superseded by a 
superior one; but no weapon can, 

however, be superior to non-violence 
and love.”  
    This is a great prayer that we 
should all take to heart. In my own 

tradition, our faith is based on the 
Bodhisattva Vow which is:  
“ I refuse salvation for myself alone, 
until after all other living things are 
saved first before me, even to the 
dust on the soles of my feet.”  This 
vow finds echoes in all religions, as 
in the Jain prayer above.  
    It means, first of all, that we need 
to involve all of our surroundings in 
our spiritual work: the animals, plant 
life and the great earth itself. It 
means that there is no inside or out-
side. Finding peace within ourselves 
is finding peace in the world. Work-

flict resolution. One mindfulness 
practice is to examine a piece of pa-
per and to see the entire world in this 
piece of paper. How did the paper 
come to be here; what were the proc-
esses involved in the construction of 
the paper; were people treated ethi-
cally; was anyone hurt in regards to 
this sheet of paper? Engaged Bud-
dhism asks us to be awake to what is 
happening around us and to act to 
alleviate suffering. 
Reconciliation 
    Hanh shares the Buddhist recon-
ciliation process used by nuns and 
monks in conflict. Buddhist groups 
all over the world use this process. 
The practice begins with Face-to-
Face Sitting (p.99). First everyone 
sits together, mindfully breathing 
and smiling, maintaining a willing-
ness to help, and an unwillingness to 
fight. Everything is said in the as-
sembly, and no gossip is spread out-

side of the group. 
    Remembrance, the second prac-
tice, asks that both monks recall as 
much of the conflict’s story as possi-
ble. People are to share how they 
were feeling that day, what the tem-
perature was like - every detail sur-
rounding that conflict. This a prac-
tice of meditation as it is becoming 
aware of the self, feelings, body, 
perceptions, and the group (p.101). 
    The next principle is Non-
Stubbornness. The entire commu-
nity expects the monks to work to-
wards reconciliation. Each monk 

Book Review 
Being Peace  
 

by Thich Nhat Hanh 

ing for peace in the world is working 
for peace within ourselves. Our out-
line is at once our in-line. Divisions 
and separateness are delusions and 
are the roots of many troubles. Our 
spiritual awakening is interdepend-
ent with all beings: high and low; 
good and evil; seen and unseen; near 
and far. 
    The words peace, love, non-
violence, equanimity, amity and 
forgiveness are all contained within 
the Sanskrit word santi. Repeat the 
word over and over again until it 
becomes imbedded in your heart and 
mind. Then it won’ t matter what 
language you speak, what your place 
of origin, or where you happen to 
find yourself. You will be home.  
 
Frederich Ulrich is the Sensei of the 
Manitoba Buddhist Temple. 

If we are peaceful, if we are happy,  
we can blossom like a flower,  
and everyone in our family,  

our entire society, will benefit from our peace.  
(Thich Nhat Hanh, 1996 pg.1)  

The remainder of this book             
review may be accessed at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org. 
Roberta Hunte is a graduate student 
in the University of Manitoba's 
Peace and Conflict Studies Ph.D. 
program. 

Reviewed by Rober ta Hunte 
    In 1985 Thich Nhat Hanh, a Viet-
namese Zen monk and peace activist, 
toured North America giving lectures 
on ‘being peace.’  These lectures were 
collected and formed the book Being 
Peace (1996). He spoke about the 
practice of Engaged Buddhism, 
which is based on the idea that the 
suffering of one is the suffering of 
the whole. Hence, it is not enough to 
work for individual enlightenment; 
rather, we are to work for the enlight-
enment of ourselves, our family, our 
community, our country, and our 
world. It is not enough to meditate in 
a monastery and isolate ourselves 
from the suffering and joy of the 
world. When we meditate we do so 
for everyone. The practice of seeking 
to understand another deeply, or how 
something came to be, is a medita-
tion in itself. This practice of under-
standing is a key component of con-

Divisions and separateness 
are delusions and are the 
roots of many troubles.  



                                             Peace Projections    June  2008     Page Three 

In Defence of Pacifism 
By J. R. Ledwich 
 
“The causes of war are always falsely 
represented; its honour is dishonest and 
its glory meretricious.”  - Vera Brittain in 
Testament of Youth 
 
The Ugly Face of War 
    The Great War of 1914 – 1918 was 
named “The war to end all wars.”  
The massive loss of life and crippling 
expense made modern warfare appear 
inhuman as well as financially unten-
able. The psychological damage 
caused by combat, then known as 
shell shock and now as post-
traumatic stress disorder, was first 
recognized after the Great War. The 
streets of British cities were littered 
with limbless men begging for bread 
or surviving on meager pensions; the 
detritus of a lost generation. 

    The flawed treaty of Versailles 
with its punitive reparations against 
Germany and its political infighting 
showed that as far as the politicians 
and generals were concerned, the 
unprecedented carnage had taught 
them nothing. 
    The intervening years, bringing 
with them the Second World War, 
the Vietnam War, The Iraq Wars and 
the War in Afghanistan, as well as 
other conflicts minor and not so mi-
nor, have confirmed the inability of 
politicians of all stripes to avoid go-
ing to war to settle conflicts real or 
imagined. Against this intransigent 
and fossilized thinking, which Albert 
Einstein warned after the bombings 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, pacifism 
has raised its voice; at times weak but 
always persistent. 

Pacifism versus warism 
    Although pacifism first appeared 
with Buddhist monks, Jains, and 
some Hindu sects around 400 BC, 
this pacifism was a personal or group 
position and there was no general 
advocacy that war as a great evil 
should be abolished. This has been 
termed “vocational pacifism.”  The 
early Christians appear to have been 
pacifists, as evidenced by the writ-
ings of Tertullian and Origen. How-
ever, when Constantine adopted 
Christianity as the official religion of 
the Roman Empire all this changed. 
Wars large and small - both between 
Christians and between Christians 
and non-Christians - with the usual 
level of brutality have continued 
unabated down the centuries to the 
present day. Unease about war has 
been expressed by Christian writers 
such as St. Augustine, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, Francisco de Vitoria and 
Hugo Grotius, who all felt that the 
teachings of Jesus Christ in the New 
Testament prescribed paci f ism, 
though with some reservations, as 
correct conduct. Out of these Chris-
tian writers grew the concept of the 
“ just war,”  which is now accepted at 
least in theory as part of international 
law, embedded in Articles 2 and 51 
of the United Nations Charter and 
Article 5(2) of the Geneva Conven-
tions of August 12, 1949. 
    Following the reformation, the 
Mennonites in 1525 and the Society 
of Friends (Quakers) in 1649 re-
garded war as one of the greatest 
evi ls known to humanity and 
adopted pacifism as part of their reli-
gious beliefs. It was the horror and 
cruelty of the Battle of Solferino, 
described by Henry Dunant, the 
founder of the International Red 
Cross, and the horror and carnage of 
the 1914-1918 war which stimulated 
the formation of pacifism as a move-
ment incorporating all religions as 
well as agnostics and atheists. 
    World War II was a crisis of con-
science for many pacifists who were 
forced to grapple with themselves 
with regard to whether war or Na-

zism constituted a greater evil. After 
the war there was a resurgence of 
pacifism as the evil of nuclear weap-
ons imprinted itself into the collec-
tive consciousness. This was rein-
forced by the cold war and the sense-
less conflict of the Vietnam War. The 
current senseless wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, however, have not 
aroused the North American popula-
tion from its stupor, cowering fear-
fully behind the walls of “Fortress 
North America”  while they imagine 
Islamic extremism raging furiously 
outside. In actuality, present day re-
sentment in the Middle East is de-
rived from the West’s broken prom-
ises after World War I and its contin-
ued interference in the affairs of that 
region. Each country in the Middle 
East was promised its liberty in re-
turn for providing help to the British 
and French in throwing out the gov-
erning Ottoman Turks, who were 
fighting on the side of the Germans. 
After the war, Britain and France 
manoeuvred a pro-Western govern-
ment into each country, lighting the 
fires of resentment. The problem has 
become particularly severe in the 
case of Palestine, where the Palestini-
ans were promised their liberty and 
the Jewish Zionists a homeland by 
incompetent British politicians. The 
troubles in the Middle East are repli-
cated throughout the world. In Sri 
Lanka the central government’s war 
with the Tamil Tigers after twenty 
years appears no closer to a resolu-
tion. In Northern Ireland the struggle 
between the IRA (formed in 1922) 
and the British government appeared 
to be stubbornly intractable until a 
British Prime Minister decided to sit 
down and talk to the IRA “ terrorists.”  

The evil face of war, which 
aroused the sensibility of many 
people to embrace pacifism in 
the twentieth century, appears 
not to have had the same im-
pact in the twenty-first. 

See “ Pacifism”  on p. 6 

The Second World War, the 
Vietnam War, The Iraq Wars 
and the War in Afghanistan, 
as well as other conflicts mi-
nor and not so minor, have 
confirmed the inability of 
politicians of all stripes to 
avoid going to war to settle 
conflicts real or imagined.  
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called to be pacifists? We can cer-
tainly construct arguments to this 
effect, but one can construct argu-
ments to justify almost anything. 
Some Christians argue that war can 
be justified. The Just War Theory 
comes from an imperialist attempt to 
maintain the status quo. Its human 
reasoning is not grounded in revealed 
truth. Theorizing about pacifism 
without looking to Jesus’  life would 
be just as hollow.  
    In my view, Jesus was a pacifist, 
although perhaps not in the present-
day sense of the word. He didn’ t 
march in rallies carrying large ban-
ners. Nevertheless, the way Jesus 
lived his life is a powerful witness to 
pacifism. Jesus embodied God’s call 
to live a life of service and sacrifice 
for others. As a Christian, I read Jesus 
from this perspective. I believe that 
peacemaking is central to being a 
Christian disciple. Even more impor-
tantly, peacemaking is a vocation of 
the entire church. I believe that war is 
not compatible with loyalty to Jesus 

hands of “ international tribunals”  
such as the WTO (World Trade Or-
ganization) or any other interna-
tional organization that oversees 
these kinds of agreements. Unfortu-
nately these organizations, which 
are mainly from the richest coun-
tries in the world and control about 
75% of the trade in the world, solve 
problems according to their own 
interests and those of the countries 
where they come from. 
    3. Multinational companies carry 
implicitly, or are allowed by govern-
ments in the developing world, the 
presence of foreign military forces. 
By letting these forces into their 
countries, these multinational com-
panies are guaranteed protection 

Colombia, or any other developing 
country, for that matter, shouldn’ t 
sign these agreements. 
    1. Looking from the juridical point 
of view, the responsibilities of coun-
tries and heads of state are equal to 
those of multinational companies and 
their legal representatives or boards 
of directors. This will give them the 
capacity to use their influences to 
escape any responsibility if anything 
goes wrong. 
    2. Multinational companies disre-
gard any concepts of Nation, Sover-
eignty and State, substituting them 
for casuistry and pragmatic interpre-
tations. Their interpretations are 
molded into obligatory contracts 
supposedly of a commercial or fi-
nancing scope. In looking at this, if 
there is any disagreement between 
the two parties signing these agree-
ments, the solution will be in the 

By Raul Bogoya 
    Recently I met a man who hap-
pened to be from my country of ori-
gin – Colombia. He, like many others 
from my country, had to flee in order 
to save his life. I do not know the 
details of his departure, but as I have 
gotten to know him I have realized 
that he is a very intelligent man.  He 
has been able to spell out some of the 
reasons, better than I knew them, why 
Colombia has been going through 
such turmoil for so many years. In 
particular, with his knowledge, he 
explained to a group of us why it is 
that Free Trade Agreements are not 
the good news that many countries 
preach. Free Trade Agreements 
“aren’ t free at all”  he says. I decided 
in this article to explain some of the 
points that he revealed to us in a 
meeting we had. Subsequently, you 
might recognize why Canada and 

Christ. 
    I know that many Christians in the 
world do not share this belief. I am 
convinced that all Christians hold 
Jesus up as an example to follow. I 
am also convinced that Jesus did not 
and would not encourage anyone to 
participate in war. If as Christians 
our calling is to bring reconciliation 
to the world, then waging war is 
completely contrary to God’s pur-
poses. 
    Since the beginning, God’s inten-
tion has been to restore peace to the 
world, as it was when God created it. 
The biblical witness reveals a history 
of reversals and surprises as God 
works to establish this peace, from 
ancient Israel, to Jesus Christ, to the 
early Church. As the sign of divine 
shalom, God’s harmonious instru-
ments, God’s people, live out a chal-
lenging, often dangerous mission in a 
divided and hostile world.  
    When we read in the scriptures 
about battles fought by the Hebrew 
people, we may see this as approval 
of war. However, I believe that God 
did not advocate for these wars to 
happen. God wanted us to let him 
fight for us, as the prophet Isaiah 

reminds us: “God will settle disputes 
among great nations.”  Our human 
reasoning is not able to understand 
this reality as well as God’s wisdom. 
God is engaged in the restoration of 
all things to their rightful place in 
creation. How? This takes place as 
the various races and women and 
men regain their intended relation-
ship of equality and mutuality with 
one another. The dismantling of rac-
ist and patriarchal norms and the 
military structures that we have cre-
ated throughout history are some of 
the ways we will achieve the peace 
God wants for us. 
    Jesus shows us through his teach-
ings while addressing a young ruler, 
as well as elsewhere in the gospel. 
His invitation is to bend toward the 
claims of the poor through the shar-
ing of wealth, in broadening partici-
pation in policy-making, and by sim-
plifying lifestyles. Jesus wants us to 
plant these seeds of peace. This is 
the way to get rid of war. 
 
Raul Bogoya is a peace activist in 
Winnipeg, and can also be found 
managing the bookstore at Canadian 
Mennonite University. 

Christianity 
Continued from p.  1 

Colombia and “Free Trade” 

The remainder of this article may be 
accessed at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org. 



Give gifts of time instead of things. 
Reduce on packaging of food – ie. 
home canning, freezing of produce 
and baked goods. 
Burial without casket – I’m commit-
ted! 
Recycle my homework! - Ruth 
Don’ t give teenagers cars. - Daniel 
Vermi-compost in apartment. 
Stop making motorcycles. - Daniel  
Close cigarette factories. - Daniel  
At church functions have everyone 
bring dishes. - Ruth 
Even though you recycle there are 
always recyclables in the bins. Take 
some time to check when dumping 
your garbage and recycle theirs. 
Always fill when your tank is ½ full. 

The less gas in the tank the more it 
will evaporate. 
Keep bags of leaves and use them in 
the winter to help with composting. 
Work towards reducing plastic in all 
forms in your lives (it’s hard but 
possible). 
Reusable coffee filter. 
Print on both sides of paper. 
Decrease commute time. 
Bath and shower every other day. 
Increase basement and attic insula-
tion and reduce air leakage around 
windows and doors. 
Upgrade replacement of appliances 
to energy efficient models. 
Don’ t flush the toilet until a set num-
ber of pees have occurred (ex. 10 or 
more). Keep track with a clipboard / 
chalkboard. - Sean Ledwich 
Don’ t give prizes to people who 
don’ t require more material goods in 
their lives.  - Sean Ledwich 
Put notes next to light switches re-

Page Five 

From the Editor  
    Attendees at Project Peacemakers’  
Eco-dinner in April were met not 
only with good food and entertain-
ment, but also with a challenge.  
    Each table was provided with the 
following “game”  to complete while 
waiting for their turn in the food line:  
    As a table, think of ten things that 
an individual could do more of or 
less of that would decrease their eco-
logical footprint.  The most creative 
responses will be published in the 
next Peace Projections newsletter.  If 
you want to get famous, include your 
name(s) next to your idea(s).  But, in 
order to qualify, at least five of the 
ideas need to have at least one person 
at the table committed to 
carrying them out. 
    It seems we’re a mod-
est lot, as relatively few 
people chose to put their 
name to their responses.  
    The prize for creativity 
goes to Micah Zerbe, who 
responded entirely in car-
toon-form.   
   As I read through all of 
the responses, I found 
myself mentally sorting 
them into three categories: 1) Doesn’ t 
everyone already do that? 2) The 
previous generation did that, why 
have we stopped? 3) Wow, they’re 
crazy.  
   I decided that my categories were 
not only judgmental, but quite sub-
jective. So, the following is a sam-
pling of the responses. The reader 
can draw their own conclusions.  
 
Laundry with cold water. 
Use phosphate free cleansers. 
Shop second-hand.  
Soap up in the shower without H2O, 
or shower together. 
Dry clothes outside. 
Use cloth diapers. 
Return to horse and buggy. 
Wash produce in a tub and throw the 
water and peelings in the garden. 
Power down computers, monitors, 
printers, etc., when not in use. 
Use recycled paper. 

minding people to switch off. - Lori  
Be a vegetarian. - Ann Ledwich 
Educate people about the energy 
saved by recycling (eg. 1 can recy-
cled saves energy = 100 watt bulb 
for 20 hrs). Put up signs in food 
courts to accomplish this. - Sean 
Ledwich 
Stop all unnecessary driving (eg. 
Sunday night cruise). - Sean Led-
wich 
Stop flying. - Sean Ledwich 
Already providing research into solv-
ing the problems of barn pollution 
(ie. pig, dairy) in air quality, water 
purification before returning it into 
the watershed and using the methane 
for energy conversion. - TT Haits.  

Wash clothes once a week 
to save water. - Marion 
Turn down thermostat at 
night. - Betty Cutchison 
In winter freeze quantities 
of soup outside. - Art and 
Oriole 
Drive or bike to nearest u-
pick. - Art 
Mend and wash chil-
dren’s clothes and donate 
them.  
 

The remaining are from Peter Kidd, 
Lori Stewart, and Caryn Douglas: 
Spend time with children - it helps to 
get you thinking into the future, not 
just in the consumptive present. 
Pay as you throw as an incentive for 
trash reduction. 
Refill your wine bottles. 
Menu plan for efficient food use.  
Use the library and donate books. 
Grow your own food. 
Plan your errands to minimize travel. 
Walk everywhere you can and even 
to places you can’ t imagine you can. 
Organize a toxic dump run for your 
block - great way to meet your 
neighbours too. 
Promote peace - war devastates the 
environment. 
Promote local entertainment, espe-
cially live singing and small venues - 
community enhancing activities. 
Don’ t have a TV. 

Creative Cooperative Eco-game Results 
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they fulfilled their obligations to the 
Creator? Are they committed to the 
pursuit of peace? Are they sincere in 
their worship? Are they merciful in 
their interaction with others? Do 
they stand up for justice even if it be 
against themselves and their kin? 
    Islam promises us peace in this 
life and in the next only as a reward. 
Therefore the ultimate question is: 
have we earned this reward? 
 
Shahina Siddiqui is a Winnipeg au-
thor, and president of the Islamic 
Social Services Association.    
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Poverty, starvation, homelessness 
and wasteful consumption of world 
resources by a few are all contribut-
ing to the disharmony in our world 
today. To chant peace as a mantra 
without actively seeking to correct 
this imbalance will not achieve 
peace. 
    Islam emphasizes that a world that 
is unjust or that tolerates persecution 
and oppression will not bear the 
fruits of peace. In fact the Qur’an 
(Muslim revealed text) considers 
oppression worse and crueler than 
killing. Death may be the end of 
one’s suffering, but persecution and 
oppression lead to a continuum of 
pain and suffering. We continue to 
witness how the oppressed can them-
selves turn into oppressors. 
    Prophet Muhammad advised us 
that it is our duty to help the oppres-
sor and the oppressed and the way to 
help the oppressor, he explained, is to 

The result is that there is now a cease 
fire and an agreement between the 
parties. 
    In the all too frequent places in the 
world where there is chronic conflict 
going through the repetitive cycle of 
open fighting followed by sullen 
quiescence, neither of the protago-
nists foresee victory and yet cannot 
see the pacifist solution staring them 
in the face. 
 
Pacifism Justified 
    It is almost 150 years since the 
battle of Solferino and J. Henry 
Dunant’s first hand description of the 
pain, cruelty and brutality of war. 
The First World War, the Second 
World War with the terrible use of 
the atom bomb on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, the Vietnam War, and 
subsequent wars have more than con-

restrain him from inflicting oppres-
sion. 
    This in a nutshell is the formula by 
which humanity can achieve peace. 
To stop this cycle of violence and to 
bring peace to this world, we must 
strive to end persecution and consis-
tently champion justice for all peo-
ple. Then and then alone will we be 
able to achieve peace at a global 
level. 
    To those who ask “ if Islam is 
peace then why the violence?”  we 
humbly propose - help eliminate op-
pression in all its manifestations and 
work for justice. You will see that 
peace will prevail. In Islam peace is 
the result of a process that entails the 
elimination of oppression, the estab-
lishment of justice, and the achieve-
ment of peace. 
    To the Muslims who claim “ Islam 
is peace”  as fait accompli, I propose 
they do some self reflection. Have 

Islam 
Continued from p. 1 

Pacifism 
Continued from p. 3 

 Prophet Muhammad advised us that it is our duty to help the 
oppressor and the oppressed and the way to help the oppres-
sor, he explained, is to restrain him from inflicting oppression. 

firmed J. Henry Dunant’s  prediction 
in A Memory of Solferino: 
 
 “ If the new and frightful weapons of 
destruction which are now at the disposal 
of the nations, seem destined to abridge 
the duration of future wars, it appears 
likely on the other hand, the future bat-
tles will only become more and more 
murderous.”  
  
   The evil face of war, which 
aroused the sensibility of many peo-
ple to embrace pacifism in the twen-
tieth century, appears not to have had 
the same impact in the 21st century in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Darfur, Chechnya 
and other smoldering conflicts where 
many innocent civilians are killed, 
tortured and often die in agony. 
However, the case for pacifism as 
opposed to war was stated in 1911 
by J. Novicow who, after reviewing 
European wars from the sixteenth 
century to the end of the nineteenth 
century, asked three questions. First, 

were the causes for going to war 
justified? Second, was the country 
whose cause was just victorious? 
Third and last, did the outcome of a 
war produce any significant change? 
The answer to all three questions 
was no! The case for pacifism does 
not need to be defended; it simply 
needs to be recognized. 
 
J. R. Ledwich is a member of Project 
Peacemakers, and a self-identified 
agnostic. 
  

The case for pacifism does 
not need to be defended; it 
simply needs to be recog-
nized. 



                     Peace Projections    June  2008  Page Seven 

For a little PEACE of mind 
call us for all your insurance needs. 

 
 

Autopac  •  Business  •  Home 
 

 Life •  Group Benefits 
 

 
Tony Taronno CAIB 

 
186-2025 Corydon Ave. 
Winnipeg, MB  R3P 0N5 

 
Phone 988-1511 

From the memorial service of Allen 
Roshon, Board Member of Project 
Peacemakers: 
    John Allen Roshon Jr. was born 
on August 14, 1935 in Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania, son of the late John 
Allen and Rosalie (Aeschlimann) 
Roshon. He was baptized in to the 
Lutheran faith as a child and was 
confirmed in First Lutheran Church, 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 
    At the University of Pittsburgh, 
he gained the basics of engineering, 
before proceeding to complete a 
Bachelor of Arts at Susquehanna 
University, Pennsylvania. This was 
followed by a degree in divinity 
from the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vania. He was ordained in his home 
church in Johnstown.  
    In Pennsylvania, he was a Lu-
theran minister in three parishes 
(Cairnbrook, Karthaus, and Sun-
bury). He moved his young family 
to Manitoba in 1969, where he sub-
sequently served in two parishes 
(Lundar and Beausejour) and was a 
chaplain at the University of Mani-
toba and Falcon Lake. Through ad-
ditional course work at the Univer-

sities of Manitoba and Winnipeg, he 
continued to nurture his interest in 
political studies, health care, educa-
tion and counseling. He was active 
in local and national politics and 
sought the NDP nomination in 
Rossmere. In later years, his passion 
for learning continued as he partici-
pated in adult education and world 
religion courses. 
    He was father to daughters Karen, 
Roxana, Heather, and son John. 
Allen was also father-in-law to Don 
Jensen, Stuart Kirk and Tracy 
(Richardson) Roshon. 
    For the past fifteen years, Allen 
and his close friend, Mr. Thomas E. 
Graham, met every second week 
and enjoyed dining at different res-
taurants. Allen enjoyed traveling 
and most recently returned from his 
fiftieth class reunion at Susquehanna 
University. This was followed by a 
train trip across Canada, with stop-
overs in Halifax and Guelph to visit 
his daughters. 
    Allen devoted his time to serving 
his Lord and community in a variety 
of capacities. In addition to the min-
istries, he was an active promoter of 
world peace and human rights. He 
was active in the Canadian Council 
of Christians and Jews and a mem-

ber of the Project Peacemakers 
Board of Directors. 
    Allen’s health had been declining 
over the last several years. He passed 
away at Health Sciences Centre on 
Friday April 25, 2008. A private 
family internment will take place at 
the Grandview Cemetery, Johnstown 
Pennsylvania.  

In Memorium 
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Peace Projections is the quarterly news-
letter of Project Peacemakers.  Project 
Peacemakers, the Winnipeg Chapter of 
Project Ploughshares, is an ecumenical 
body of Christians whose goal is to em-
power people of faith and the larger com-
munity to respond to Christ’s call to be 
peacemakers, to work for justice and the 
integrity of creation. 
 
Your submissions are welcome.  Please 
send them to our office.  For more in-
formation on any of the stories, call the 
office.   
 
We encourage you to work for peace.  
A good way to start is to become a 
member of Project Peacemakers.  
Editor :  Kirsten Freed  
(ISSN 1718-4258) 

Take local action - join us! 
To get involved in Project Peacemak-
ers, come by our office or give us a 
call. Presently we have over 100 mem-
bers.  Membership includes a subscrip-
tion to Peace Projections and input 
into the organization’s programs and 
activities.  Annual rates are: one year 
$25; two years $40; low-income/
student $8; institutions $35.  Tax re-
ceipts are given for funds received 
over $10.  The work of peacemaking is 
important and exciting.  Please join us 
in this endeavour, and invite your 
friends! 

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 	 � � � � �

 � � � � 	 � � � � � � � 
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Wednesday August 6 
Lanterns for Peace. Hiroshima - 
Nagasaki Memorial.  7:30 lantern 
making, 8:30 program, 9:00 lan-
tern launching. At Memorial park 
in front of the Manitoba Legisla-
ture.   
 
 
We still want your feedback! 
Remember that we welcome Let-
ters to the Editor. Please make 
your opinions known! Submis-
sions of 250 words or less are wel-
come. Please include your name, 
phone number and email so that 
we may contact you.  
 
 
Peace Library  
Visit our fully-functional and up-
dated peace library catalogue at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org to 
hold, renew and sign-out books. Or 
come by the office in person, and 
you can check-out any of our jour-
nals or magazines. We regularly 
subscribe to more than 15 different 
publications.  
 
 
Receiving event notices 
A quarterly newsletter is great for 
advertising annual events, but 
not so great at getting the word 
out about community events that 
may have only a few weeks’ or a 
few days’ notice.  Project Peace-
makers’ Biweekly Events Email is 
up and running consistently.  If 
you are interested in receiving 
this, send us an email!  

� �� � � � � � 	

Dates to keep in mind 
 
June 26 - International Day (UN) 
in Support of Victims of Torture 
(since 1998) 
 
August 6 & 9 - Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki Days (1945) 
 
September 21 - International Day 
(UN) of Peace (since 1981, but 
current date set more recently) 

Wanted: 
 
 
Volunteers to assist with set-up 
(at 6:30) and clean-up (after 9:00) 
at the Lanterns for Peace Hi-
roshima Memorial on August 6th. 
Please call or email the office.  
 
 
Accountant and Membership 
Administrator, a paid position at 
Project Peacemakers. Two to 
three hours per week. Available 
in September.  
 
 
Program Coordinator, a full-
time position at Project Peace-
makers through Mennonite Vol-
untary Service. Available in Feb-
ruary or March 2009. A job          
description is available at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org, or 
call the office.  

Quote for the Quarter 
 

“But peace does not rest in the 
charters and covenants alone. It 
lies in the hearts and minds of all 
people. So let us not rest all our 
hopes on parchment and on pa-
per, let us strive to build peace, a 
desire for peace, a willingness to 
work for peace in the hearts and 
minds of all of our people. I be-
lieve that we can. I believe the 
problems of human destiny are 
not beyond the reach of human 
beings. “ 
- John F. Kennedy (1917 - 1963)  

Help us save some trees 
Instead of sending you a print 
copy of the newsletter, we’d be 
happy to send an emailed pdf file 
instead - just let the office know.  
 
 
Red River Co-op 
Please consider buying your gas 
from Red River Co-op, using the 
Project Peacemakers member 
number: 115339.  We receive sev-
eral hundred dollars a year this 
way.  Thanks to everyone who 
supports us through Co-op pur-
chases. 
 
 
Donations and Memberships 
When mailing cheques to Project 
Peacemakers, please write in the 
memo line if it is a membership 
renewal, donation, or both. 


