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Questions About Canada’'s Automatic
Weapons Gift to Afghanistan

By Ernie Regehr
January 6, 2008

Canada’s transfer (gift)
of 2500 Canadian-built C-
7 automatic rifles to the
Afghanistan National
Army raises important
guestions about the export
control  measures that
guided Canada in that
transaction.

Canada is helping to
train the Afghan National
Army (ANA) to become a
disciplined security force
that has the capacity
to support Afghan stabil-
ity and protect the people
of Afghanistan. The politi-
cal context in Afghanistan
is still such that it remains

rather a long way from
reaching that goal, but it is
important to prepare secu-
rity forces for that day,
and that takes disciplined
skills training, the devel-
opment of a culture of
respect for human rights
and international humani-
tarian law, and appropriate
equipment.

If even a small part of
that equipment is to come
from Canadait needsto be
vetted through the meticu-
lous application of export
controls consistent with
Canadian policy and inter-
national standards. Before
we can know whether that
responsibility has been

met in the transfer of auto-
matic rifles to Afghani-
stan, answers to severd
questions are needed.

1. Does the transfer
conform to the re
quirement, in Cana-
dian legidation, that
the export of auto-
matic firearms is
prohibited to states
not on the Auto-
matic Firearms
Country  Control
List (AFCCL)?

See “ Automatic Weap-
ons’ onp. 6

Green Buildings of Winnipeg
Hot Initiatives Address Climate Change

By Karin Kliewer

Warming puns aside,
Climate change and envi-
ronmental crises are buzz-
words that cannot be ig-
nored. But what do world-
wide peace movements
have to say about alternate
energies and atmospheric
ailments?

Hopefully, there is till
much to say and create. In
my opinion, those who
work for peace work for a
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Those who work for
peace work for a
world that is secure
for this generation
and all generations
to come.

world that is secure for
this generation and all
generations to come. In
addition to actions in
physical situations where

violence is immanent, this
necessitates a peaceful re-
imagining in wider realms
that include (but are not
limited to) our own life-
styles, the economy, and
the environment.

Recently, | joined oth-
ers on a tour in Winni-
peg's Exchange District.
This was, however, not a
typical historical jaunt. |
participated in a pilot of a
Green Buildings and Sus-
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tainable Land Use tour,
which comes highly rec-
ommended from all par-
ticipants. Fortunately, this
was not a one-time event,
as it is slated to become a
regular part of the Ex-
change District Walking
tours next spring.

The next few pages will
outline a few highlights
that can make city resi-

See“Hot Initiatives’ on
p.4




Individual Attitude Averting Global Destruction

By Jeff Cook

The movie Thirteen Days depicts
the 1962 Cuban missile crisis, when
the United States blockaded Cuba
after discovering Russian missiles
being deployed on the idand.

There was a crucial incident that
was not depicted in the movie, an
incident discussed at a conference
held in Havana on the 40" anniver-
sary of the crisis. During this confer-
ence, participants discussed recently
declassified documents.

During the 1962 blockade of Cuba,
Russian Submarine B-59 was de-
tected by American naval ships which
dropped depth charges. The charges
exploded close to the hull of the sub-
marine. After four hours of constant
bombardment, the heat and CO, lev-
els in the sub began to rise. Officers
began to faint.

The sub was under the command of
Second captain Valentin Savitsky.
Tired, enraged and unable to establish
contact with the General Staff, he
ordered the nuclear torpedo readied
for firing. If they were to die, they
would sink all of the American ships
with them.

Thankfully, Savitsky was able to
check hisanger. After consulting with
other officers, he ordered the subma-
rine to signal that it was coming to
the surface.

A piece of nearly unknown history,
one in which the temperament of one
man could have changed the world’'s
history and precipitated a nuclear
war. Since the creation of the first
nuclear weapon, the world has always
lived on the edge.

The existence of nuclear weapons

Peace Projections is the quarterly newdetter of
Project Peacemakers. Project Peacemakers, the
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an
ecumenical body of Christians whose god is to
empower people of faith and the larger community
to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemakers, to
work for justice and the integrity of creation.

Your submissions are welcome. Please send
them to our office. For more information on any
of the stories, call the office.

We encourage you to work for peace. A good
way to start is to become amember of Project
Peacemakers. See page eight.
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means that, as Rev. William Sloane
Coffin used to say, “The whole
world now lives on the target.”**

In the late 1980s | attended an
international Peace conference held
in Montreal. One of the plenary
speakers was Elie Wiesel, author of
over 40 books and recipient of the
1986 Nobel Peace Prize. | was chal-
lenged by Wiesel's response to the
Biblical story of Noah. He said that
he did not respect Noah. He said he
would have respected Noah if he had
refused to build the ark.

Wiesel said Noah should have told
God that he would not cooperate
with a plan to kill almost all of hu-
manity. Noah should have emulated

Abraham, who ‘negotiated’ with
God about the fate of Sodom
(Genesis 18:22-33).

God is the creator and sustainer of
life. If we think God is calling us to
participate in schemes of mass de-
struction and murder, then we must
either reject our concept of God, or
at the very least, side with Abraham
in protest.

In her book The Rapture Exposed,
New Testament scholar Barbara A.
Rossing warns against the Rapture
theology of Christians who interpret
the book of Revelation as a blueprint
for the Armageddon genocide of all
non-Christians leading to the return
of Chrigt.

Such theology can be disastrous
for efforts to bring peace and recon-
ciliation to places of conflict.

“The dispensationalist version of
the biblical storyline requires tribula-
tion and war in the Middle East, not

peace plans,” writes Rossing.***

If Christianity believes in a God
capable of committing mass murder,
there is little reason to protest the
existence and proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction.

Instead, | believe Christianity is
grounded in faith in Jesus who de-
clared that his followers were not
disciples of the Empire’s system, for
if they were they would have re-
sponded to his arrest with armed
rebellion. | believe the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus reved
God’s rejection of violence in favour
of the justice of distributed love.

The existence of weapons of mass
destruction is a sin against God and
God's creation. The existence of
nuclear weapons and other weapons
of mass destruction does mean that
all the world lives on the target, and
our future existence may depend on
as little as one commander’ s reaction
under stress.

One of William Coffin's other
sayings was, “If you're at the edge
of an abyss the only progressive step
is backwards.”****

Let usasagloba community step
backwards, committing ourselves to
dismantle our weapons and to beat
our swords into ploughshares.

Jeff Cook isa minister at Transcona
United Church in Winnipeg.

*"Thisincident has also been described in
two books published in 2002: “ The Cuban
Samba of the Quartet of Foxtrots’ by Alexan-
der Mozgovoi, and “October Fury” by Peter
Huchthausen.

**Coffin was minister of Riverside Churchin
New York and later President of SANE/
Freeze (now Peace Action) one of the largest
peace and justice groupsin the USA. Coffin
died on April 12, 2006. This quote appears on
page 68 of “The Courageto Love” (Harper &
Row, San Francisco, 1982).

***“The Rapture Exposed: The Message of
Hopein the Book of Revelation” by Barbara
R. Rossing (Basic Gooks, New Y ork, 2004) p.
46.

**xx“Credo” by William Sloane Coffin
(Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville,
2004) p. 93.
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lIrag War Resisters’ Status in Canada

By Kirsten Freed

On December 13, 2007, the
Standing Committee on Citizenship
and Immigration presented to the
House of Commons a report recom-
mending that: “the government
immediately implement a program
to allow conscientious objectors and
their immediate family members
(partners and dependents), who have
refused or left military service re-
lated to a war not sanctioned by the
United Nations and do not have a
criminal record, to apply for perma-
nent resident status and remain in
Canada; and that the government
should immediately cease any re-
moval or deportation actions that
may have aready commenced
against such individuals”
(http://cmte.parl.gc.ca/cmte/Commit
teePublication.aspx?Sourcel d=2220
11).

The War Resisters Support Cam-
paign identifies this as a “very im-
portant step forward after the Su-
preme Court ruled on November 15
that it would not hear the appeals of
U.S. war resisters in their refugee
claims. It shows a willingness of the
opposition parties in Canada® Par-
liament to come together to ensure
that none of these resisters is re-
turned to the U.S. where they face
court-martials, incarceration and
possible deployment to Irag”
(Www.resisters.ca).

It was perhaps two years ago that
| recall beginning hear about mem-
bers of the American military who
were refusing to servein Irag. While
each soldier's story | read was
unique, each had come to the con-
clusion that they could not in con-
science go to (or go back to) Irag.
What first grabbed my attention was
that these “conscientious objectors’
were different than the COs | had
previously been exposed to in my
Mennonite sphere of understanding.
| am familiar with the peace church
stance of non-violence, and the be-
lief that war is always the wrong
choice.

What | have heard about the Irag

War Resisters, is not that they have
suddenly become pacifists, but that
they believe this particular war is
not right. Because this does not fit
the traditional definition of a consci-
entious objector, many of these
young people have been unable to
have their beliefs recognized as le-
gitimate. A year or two ago | went
to aforum of the War Resisters Sup-
port campaign that was held at the
University of Western Ontario in
London. | heard a young man speak
about his experience in the military,
and trying to leave it. | wish | could
recall his name in order to give him
credit and honour his bravery. He
was in his early twenties, had many
family members in the military, and
had originaly signed up for the
American National Guard. As | re-
cal, he believed that one has the
right to defend yourself, your fam-
ily, community and country, but did
not believe he had the right to en-
gage in offensive violence. When
unit began to train for “urban war-
fare” in which they were going into
and searching houses, his con-
science began to speak to him. He
began to feel like the invader, and
began to see the “Iragi” who was
“shooting” at him as a man, defend-
ing his home, just as he himself
would do if an army from overseas
stepped onto his front yard. The
young American decided that he
could not in conscience go overseas
and fight people in their own homes.
After he was unsuccessful in mak-
ing his concerns heard with his
chain of command, and after he was
“stop-lossed” (his term was involun-
tarily extended) a ridiculous number
of years, he went “Absent With Out
Leave’ and came to Canada.

If we believe in peace, or if we
believe in the individual’s right to
freedom of conscience, we should
do everything we can to support
young men and women in militaries
the world over who are beginning to
guestion their orders.

| applaud the Standing Committee
on Citizenship and Immigration for

their step forward. | encourage all of
you to consider this following ques-
tion: What is stopping Canada from
becoming a haven for former soldiers
who believe that they have been or-
dered to immoral actions?

For further information, visit
www.resisters.ca. link to the applica-
ble Standing Committee on Citizen-
ship and Immigration report is avail-
able on Project Peacemakers' website
at www.proj ectpeacemakers.org.

Kirsten Freed is Project Peacemak-
ers Program Coordinator.

Teacher Resources

For parents and teachers who be-
lieve that learning about peace
starts with children and youth, con-
sider looking at Creating a Culture
of Peace. These three Peace Edu-
cation resources created by Project
Peacemakers are applicable for
grades 1 through high school.
Each contain practical lesson plans
and suggested connections to the
Manitoba Social Studies curricu-
lum.

Themes in the Early Years re-
source: Peace and conflict, Peace-
ful play, Children around the
world.

Themes in the Middle Years re-
source: Peace and conflict resolu-
tion, Violence in the media, Human
rights and the United Nations.

Themes in the Senior Years re-
source: Creating a culture of peace,
Power, conflict and cooperation in
the global village, Media literacy.

All resources are available in print
at a cost recovery basis of $15-$20
plus shipping., or on CD for $10
plus shipping.
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Hot Initiatives
Continued fromp. 1

dents proud of the artists, architects,
funders, and companies that are tak-
ing peace-full steps to reduce the
impact that their organizations and
businesses have on our earth’s envi-
ronment.

We began our tour by taking note
of the surrounding ‘urban forest’ and
the biodiversity that exists even in
the middle of downtown Winnipeg.
Planting multiple species adds aes
thetic variety, raises oxygen levels,
and reduces the risk of blights like
Dutch EIm Disease, that has potential
to wipe out entire populations of ma-
ture trees.

Green spaces also contribute to
peoples senses of well-being, pro-
viding public gathering spaces and
giving much-needed visual reprise to
concrete and glass structures. Old
Market Square was a hub of music
and activity; full of children, tourists,
and people on lunch break.

Our first stop was the newly reno-
vated Red River College Downtown
Campus, where great efforts had
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century facade

CIER office space and circular atrium
integrates history, culture, aesthet-
icsand place.
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Natural Cycle; home of the Prairy-
bike single speed bicycles.

been made to preserve the building
facade of the 1908 Grain Exchange
building and the adjacent buildings.
Reclaimed brickwork and a recon-
structed original storefront fit seam-
lessly with the well-lit atrium (which
once was the building's back alley),
modern furniture, and simple lines.

The Red River College design
placed first in Canada and sixth in
the world at the Oslo Green Building
Challenge.

Part of the joy of this tour was
discovering different organizations

that | was not previously aware of.
The Centre for Indigenous Environ-
mental Resources (CIER) was reno-
vated before provincial standards
were in place, and their criteria for
building materials included questions
like “is it needed? Can it be pur-
chased used? What materias is it
made of ? How will it be disposed of
or recycled once we are finished with
it? These questions led the designers
to purchase local environmentally
friendly paint in an Osborne Village
store, and to lease carpet sections, or
“tiles” from a company called Inter-
face, which are replaceable when
worn out.

The two composting toilets in this
small office were odourless, and it is
estimated that in the five years CIER
has been in these offices, they have
saved about a million litres of water.

Our next stop was at Natural Cy-

Self-composting toilet receptacle
bins; odourless and fertilizer-
producing.

cle, a courier company and bike shop
that shares space with the
Mondragon Café and cooperative, as
well as the Junto Library. Here we
encountered a space dedicated to
sustainable transport. Natural Cycle

supports bicycle commuting as a
legitimate form of year-round trans-
portation.

Buildings often become just like
scenery, where we are so accus-
tomed to a certain view that we for-
get to redly see the intricacies and
nuances that bring meaning to a
place. The Birke's Jewellery build-
ing is one such space. Renovated in
2005, this space boasts a rooftop
garden and a rain collection system
that uses preserved water to flush
toilets.

Many will undoubtedly be famil-
iar with Mountain Equipment Co-op
and its composting toilets, natural
light (proven to increase sales!), and
quality merchandise (some of it or-
ganic, al of it practica for all
weather experiences), but many will
not have been able to relish the view
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Birke’'s Jewellery on Portage Ave.
Terracotta Mosaics depict different
stepsin the gem collection process.

View from the Rooftop Garden patio
at the Manitoba Eco Network.

Another rooftop view; thistime of
the new Manitoba Hydro building,
projected to be finished next July.

from the rooftop garden, home to
many native plants, and accessible
through the Manitoba Eco Network
offices on the third floor of MEC's
building.

From this height, we could feel
the wind and see the construction
site of the new Manitoba Hydro
building. When it is finished, this
structure will contain 90% recycled
materials (excluding concrete), and
will be the largest green building in
Canada. Wells for a geothermal
heating system were dug deep into
the ground, but no evidence of this
remains.

2100 employees will work here,
but there are plans for only 152
parking spaces. This necessitates a

main entrance that does not face
Portage Avenue, but rather opens up
to Graham Mall, Winnipeg's trans-
port hub. Two waterfalls will serve
as humidifiers or dehumidifiers, de-
pending on the season, and are also
designed to balance interior and ex-
terior air pressure.

When | spoke with our guide
about the importance of green build-
ings, she brought my attention to the
fact that places (living and working)
should be pleasant to bein, and it is
important that innovative features
(atria, open offices, and others that
were highlighted in the tour) be cele-
brated.

Our tour had begun with a quote
from author Kurt Vonnegut, which
stated that “We

could have saved
the earth but we
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state-
ment gets to the
heart of countless
personal actions.
Vonnegut spoke
true words -- we

MEC Downtown
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know that any peacemaking activity
is aways accompanied by a cost.
Managing these costs necessitates a
delicate balance between finances,
abilities, passion, and responsibility.

Are we willing to pay the eco-
nomical and time-costs that will en-
able us to step more lightly on the
earth, or will we let our inaction con-
tinue to invite and entertain ecologi-
cal crises? It is time to celebrate the
initiatives of Winnipeg's finest; mo-
mentum is growing and the move-
ment is greening.

Karin Kliewer is a former Program
Coordinator of Project Peacemakers.
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Automatic Weapons
Continued from p. 1

The Export and Import Permits
Act is clear that automatic rifles
(which are prohibited firearms under
subsection 84.1 of the Criminal
Code) may be exported only to coun-
tries on the AFCCL.[i] For a country
to be added to the list it must have
“an intergovernmental defence, re-
search, development and production
arrangement” with Canada.[ii]

There is no apparent provision in
the Act to exempt direct Govern-
ment-to-Government transfer. In-
deed, when Canada transferred sur-
plus C-5 fighter aircraft to Botswana,
it had to be added to the AFCCL be-
fore the deal could go through be-
cause the C-5s were equipped with
automatic weapons (20 mm can-
nons)[iii] — of course, just what might
be involved in a Canada-Botswana
“defence, research, development and
production arrangement” is another
matter.

Foreign Affairs officials have so
far not responded to inquiries about
how the AFCCL requirement func-
tions in the case of the automatic
firearms transferred to Afghanistan —
since Afghanistan is certainly not on
the AFCCL.

2. What provisions have been
made to ensure that the C-7s
will be under effective inven-
tory control in Afghanistan
and that diversion will be
prevented?

Very few illegal guns start out that
way. Guns legaly transferred to
places where inventory control is
weak, and al reports about the cur-
rent Afghan National Army suggest
that the description applies, invaria-
bly end up being diverted in large
numbers to unauthorized users or into
a black market. A September 2006
report from the US Special Inspector
General for Irag Reconstruction
“charged that the Department of De-
fense transferred hundreds of thou-
sands of pistols, assault rifles and
machine guns to Iragi security forces

without recording serial numbers or
establishing any other mechanism for
accountability.”[iv]

Similarly, many of the arms sup-
plied to the Northern Alliance in
Afghanistan before and during the
early stages of the war launched
against Afghanistan in 2001 have
made their way into the hands of
armed militias and individuals. In-
deed, according to Oxfam Interna-
tional there could be as many as 10
million small arms circulating in
Afghanistan, a country of 23 million
people.]v] Whatever the true num-
ber, the legal status of most of these
weapons is at best ambiguous and
illega armed groups are a threat to

Canadian-built C-7 automatic rifle

congtitutional  authority throughout
the country. Any supplier that de-
cides to add ill more weapons to
that super-saturated small arms envi-
ronment had better be in a strong and
confident position to ensure that
none of them

are diverted to

exacerbate the

extraordinary

challenge that

small arms

aready present

to a country not

short on chal-

lenges.

3. Has Can-
ada entered
into a for-
mal and
verifiable
agreement
with Af-
ghanistan to
require that
the arms
which the
C-7 are re

placing will be destroyed
and prevented from cascad-
ing down toillicit users?

Even more difficult than assuring
ongoing ANA control over the new
C-7s will be preventing the AK-47s
which the C-7s replace from drifting
into the small arms supermarket that
flourishes in Afghanistan. There
have even been reports of warlords
linked to the Northern Alliance sell-
ing some of their current surplusesto
the Taliban.[vi] The urgent objective
is now to collect those widely circu-
lating weapons, not to add to their
number.

In the 2001 UN Small Arms Pro-
gram of Action, Canada signed on to
a political commitment to ensure
that whenever new arms are pro-
vided, there is an obligation to en-
sure that the old arms which become
surplus are responsibly disposed of,
“preferably through destruc-
tion.”[vii] Of course, 2500 new
weapons is a small number in the
Afghanistan scheme of things, but
the principle is fundamental and the
Department of National Defence
needs to explain the arrangements it
has made to prevent cascading.[viii]
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4. What assessment has the
Department of Foreign Af-
fairs made to ensure that the
transfer conforms to its hu-
man rights guideline for
armstransfers?

The current guideline does not
prohibit the sale of weaponsto states
of significant human rights viola-
tions; rather it is designed to prevent
such transfers if there is a significant
risk that the particular weapons in-
volved will be used against civilians.
On the surface at least, that would
seem to be a serious risk in this in-
stance.

Automatic weapons are obviously
designed to be used against people,
and human rights organizations re-
port abuses by Afghan security
forces. Since the rifles are going to
the ANA Brigade that Canada sup-
ports, we have to assume that any
misuse issues will be addressed.
Nevertheless, it would be helpful to
understand how Foreign Affairs has
assessed the risk.

5. How has Foreign Affairs
dealt with the Canadian pol-
icy guideline against the sup-
ply of arms to countries en-
gaged in armed conflict or
where such conflict is immi-
nent?

Obviously, Canada is directly
engaged in the Afghan conflict, and
thus it would be rather strange for
Canada to prohibit arms transfers to
the Armed Forces of the very state
for which we are providing security
assistance. On the other hand, we do
need to hear from Foreign Affairs
how it understands the relevance of
this particular arms transfer princi-
ple. The proposed international arms
trade treaty states this principles in
dlightly different terms — as a prohi-
bition on arms transfers that risk
undermining the national and re-
gional security situation.[ix] Here
too it would be useful for Foreign
Affairs to explain the relevance of
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this particular guideline.[x] Is it ir-
relevant only in this case, or has
there been a policy shift which re-
gards the guideline more broadly
irrelevant?

6. Is Ottawa hoping that the
donation of 2500 C-7s will be
followed-up by sales of much
larger quantities of these Ca-
nadian-built weapons?

Not all agree that the introduction
of C-7sinto the ANA is wise. David
Pugliese’ s Ottawa Citizen Blog help-
fully elaborates on the argu-
ments.[xi]ANA soldiers are accus-
tomed to AK-47s, they are the weap-
ons of choice of the region, they are
reportedly easy to use and require
less maintenance and cleaning to
keep them reliable in the dust and
sand of Afghanistan. The C-7s, on
the other hand, require much more
extensive care and maintenance for
them to work effectively. Why, in a
projected Army of 50-70,000, intro-
duce 2500 guns that require special
training and different ammunition
from the primary weapon, the AK-
472

Or does DND know something we
don’'t, namely that these 2500 C-7s
are seedlings that are expected to
sprout into much larger shipments
for sale and profit?

Ernie Regehr, O.C., isthe Senior
Policy Advisor at Project Plough-
shares (www.ploughshares.ca). This
articleis reprinted with his permis-
sion. The original can be found at
http://mww.igloo.org/
disarmingconflict.

[i] Import Export Permits Act, Section 7.(2):
“The Minister may not issue a permit under
subsection (1) to export any thing referred to
in any of paragraphs 4.1( a) to ( c) [prohibited
weapons)], or any component or part of such a
thing, that is included in an Export Control
List unless ( @) the export is to a country in-
cluded in an Automatic Firearms Country
Control List; and ( b) the prohibited weapon
or component or part thereof is exported to the
government of, or a consignee authorized by
the government of, that country.”
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/ShowFullDoc/cs/E
-19//len?noCookie

[ii] Section 4.1 of the Act
(http://laws.justice.gc.calen/ShowFull Doc/cs/E
-19///en?noCookie).

[iii] Ken Epps, “The Automatic Firearms
Country Control List and Canada’s firearms
exports,” The Ploughshares Monitor, Spring
2006, volume 27, no. 1
(http://mww.ploughshares.callibraries/monitor/
monmO6c¢. pdf).

[iv] Susan Waltz, “ US Policy on Small Arms
Transfers: A  Human Rights Perspec-
tive,”Working Paper no. 43, Gerald R. Ford
School of Public Policy, 13 October 2007
(http://www.du.edu/gsi shrhw/working/2007/4
3-waltz-2007_rev.pdf).

[v] Available at Oxfam, http://www.oxfam.
org.uk/what_we_dol/issues/conflict_disasters/
downloads/bn_afghanistan.pdf, or through the
Council of Foreign Relations,
http://www.cfr.org/project/1294/council _
special_report_on_small_arms_and_light_
weapons.html

[vi] Sayed Yagub lbrahimi, IWPR staff re-
porter in Mazar-e-Sharif , “The Northern Alli-
ance may supply arms to Taliban, Ingtitute
for War and Peace Reporting, March 12, 2006
(http://www.rawa.org/arm-taliban.htm).

[vii] “Programme of Action to Prevent, Com-
bat and Eradicate the lllicit Trade in Small
Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects,
2001, UN Document A/CONF.192/15 ,Section
Il, Para 18
(http://disarmament.un.org/cab/poa.html).

[viii] Afghanistan: Where the rule by the gun
continues, IRIN, the humanitarian news and
analysis service of the UN Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian Affairs
(http://www.irinnews.org/InDepthM ain.aspx?|
nDepthld=8& Reportld=34289& Country=Y es)

[ix] Elaborated in Ernie Regehr, Canada and
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Sunday April 20

Annual Eco-Fiendly Dinner. Sart
your Earth Day celebrations early!
Delicious vegetarian dishes,
friendly peacemaker friends, and
an inspiring and practical envi-
ronmental speaker. Tickets are
$10 ($5 for kids 12 and under)
and will not be sold at the door.
For details contact the office or
check the website.

Wednesday August 6
Hiroshima - Nagasaki Memorial
Bvent. Mark your calendars. De-
tailsto follow.

Creative Minds

In January the Project Peacemak-
ers board, staff, and a few “old-
timers’ gathered to do some
long-term planning. As such
things tend to go, we didn't ex-
actly “finish,” but did get a good
start on some exciting project
ideas that we hope will pan out
over the next months and years.
We're always looking to expand
the pool of ideas and workers. If
you would be interested in ex-
ploring volunteering on a spe-
cific time-limited project, we'd
love to hear from you!

We still want your feedback!
Remember that we welcome
Lettersto the Editor. Please make
your opinions known! Submis-
sions of 250 words or less are
welcome. Please include your
name, phone number and email
so that we may contact you.

Speakers

Public education has often been
an interest of Project Peacemak-
ers. In the past we have spoken at
venues such as parent groups,
schools, daycares, and churches.
Some topics have included:

Peaceful play/ cooperative play
Violencein media/ video games
Child soldiers

Peaceand Faith

Landmines/ cluster bombs

We are always open to requests
for speakers. We would also wel-
come Peacemaker friends with an
area of interest or expertise to add
to our speaker list.

Donations

There will be a silent auction dur-
ing the Eco-Fiendly Dinner. We're
looking for donations of items
other peaceniks may be interested
in. Gently used recent books often
go over well.

Datesto keep in mind

March 20 - 5th Anniversary of the
beginning of the war in Iraq

April 21 - Earth Day

August 6 & 9 - Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki Days

Quotefor the Quarter

“What difference does it make to
the dead, the orphans and the
homeless, whether the mad de-
struction is wrought under the
name of totalitarianism or the
holy name of liberty or democ-
racy?’ - Mahatma Gandhi, Non-
Violencein Peace and War

Peace Library

Misit our fully-functional and up-
dated peace library catalogue at
www.projectpeacemakersorg  to
hold, renew and sign-out books. Or
come by the office in person, and
you can check-out any of our jour-
nals or magazines. We regularly
subscribe to more than 15 different
publications.

Receiving event notices

A quarterly newsletter is great for
advertising annual events, but
not so great at getting the word
out about community events that
may have only a few weeks or a
few days notice. Project Peace-
makers Biweekly Bvents Email is
up and running consistently. If
you are interested in receiving
this, send us an email!

Help us save some trees

Instead of sending you a print
copy of the newsletter, we'd be
happy to send an emailed pdf file
instead - just let the office know.

Red River Co-op

Please consider buying your gas
from Red Rver Co-op, using the
Project Peacemakers member
number: 115339. We receive
several hundred dollarsayear this
way. Thanks to everyone who
supports us through Co-op pur-
chases.

Donationsand Memberships
When mailing cheques to Project
Peacemakers, please write in the
memo line if it is a membership
renewal, donation, or both.

Building Peace

Onethought clears space
One voice lays foundations
One act raiseshope

Two thoughts conceive possibilities

Two voices create dialogue
Two acts catalyze more

Three people are community
Many voices acting together
Our community building peace

Take local action -join us!
To get involved in Project Peacemak-
ers, come by our office or give us a
call. Presently we have over 100 mem-
bers. Membership includes a subscrip-
tion to Peace Projections and input
into the organization’s programs and
activities. Annual rates are: one year
$25; two years $40; low-income/
student $8; institutions $35. Tax re-
ceipts are given for funds received
over $10. The work of peacemaking is
important and exciting. Please join us
in this endeavour, and invite your
friends!
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