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by Esther Epp-Tiessen

My heart sank the first time | laid eyes
upon the “separation wall.” Nothing | had
heard or read about the wall prepared me
for actually seeing it — its enormity, its
ugliness, its prison-like quality.

My family and | have spent the fall
months living at the Catholic-run Tantur
Ecumenical Ingtitute that sits upon a hill
south of Jerusalem and north of Bethle-
hem, within the lsragli-occupied West
Bank. The wall is starkly visible from this
hill.

The wall is being built by the Isradi
government ostensibly for security pur-
poses — to keep Israglis safe from Palestin-
ian suicide bombers and other terrorist
attacks. Palestinians claim that the wall is
really about grabbing more Palestinian
land. Why élse, they ask, would the wall
be built on Palestinian land, sometimes
dipping deep into the West Bank, rather
than on the Green Line which marks the
agreed-upon borders of the 1949 armi-
stice?

The wall is still under construction.
When completed in 2006, it will consist of
a 670 kilometer long barrier snaking its
way around and through the West Bank.
In densely populated areas, the wall con-
sists of 8-meter-high concrete dabs; else-
where it is made of up trenches, barbed
wire, military roads and electrified fenc-
ing.

The wall crosses the main road linking
Bethlehem and Jerusalem. There is a gap
in the wall through which pedestrians and
vehicles, with the necessary travel permits,
may pass. Only a fraction of Bethlehem's
60,000 residents are able to obtain the
permits. Isragli soldiers are often stationed
right at the gap checking for appropriate
documents. Sometimes they are a couple
of hundred meters up the road at a military
checkpoint.

In the past two months we have passed
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through the gap in the Bethle- f&
hem wal many times and
witnessed much. These are [Fi8
just afew of incidents we have [ 8
noted.

Sept 19 -- There are no sol-
diers at the gap today; they are
down the road a the check- &
point. Because of this, we [‘al &
notice that many Palestinians |#
coming out of Bethlehem are
making a daring detour
through the Tantur grounds. If
they do not get caught doing
this, they can avoid the check-
point and hopefully make it
into Jerusalem.

Sept 22 -- Isragli soldiers are
detaining about five young
men at the wall, probably
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Above: The Israeli “separation wall” as seen
from the Tantur Ecumenical Institute near
Bethlehem
Below: Palestinians seeking permission of Is-
raeli soldiersto leave Bethlehem

because they did not have the
proper permits to leave Be-
thelehem. Resentment at be-
ing humiliated is written all
over their faces and bodies.
These men may sit or stand for
hours with their backs to the
wall. Severa heavily armed
soldiers keep watch.

Oct 2 -- Our teenage son
passes through the wall and | |
sits down at a waiting place
inside the wall. Some children
are playing nearby. Soldiers
are nervously moving about.
Suddenly shots are fired. The children run.

Oct 12 -- | meet a young mother and her
son on the Tantur grounds. They are obvi-
ously coming home from a day of shop-
ping in Jerusalem and are trying to avoid
the checkpoint to get back to Bethlehem.
She motions to me to help her carry her
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heavy bundles. We walk dowly in silence
toward the wall. She thanks me, “shukran,
shukran.”

Oct 14 -- It is Ramadan and Palestinian
Muslims are eager to go to the Al Agsa

Please see “Wall” page two.
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Continued from page one.

mosque in Jerusalem for Friday prayers.
Thefirst Friday of this month-long fast, no
one was alowed to go to Jerusalem, but
on this second Friday, those who have the
necessary permit dlips are alowed to go.
Hundreds of Palestinians in traditional
dress stream through the wall out of Beth-
lehem on their way to Jerusdlem. Many
soldiers stand guard and the air is tense.

Oct 17 -- The entire West Bank has been
closed because of the killing of severa
Israeli young people by Palestinian gun-
men several kilometers south of Bethle-
hem. This means no Palestinians are be-
ing alowed through the wall, not even
those with permits. Tour buses and for-
eignerslike us are free to come and go.

Oct 22 -- We watch as huge trucks carry-
ing more concrete slabs make their way
into Bethlehem to finish the wall around
Rachel’s Tomb. Rachel’s Tomb is a sa-
cred site for Jews, as well as Muslims.
Because it is located within Bethlehem's
boundaries, the separation wall cuts deep
into the town blocking Bethlehem’'s main
street, in order that the tomb will be on the
outside of the wall, and thus accessible to
Jews wishing to visit it.  Bethlehemites
may no longer visit the tomb, nor the Mus-
lim cemetery adjacent to it. Numerous
local businesses near the tomb have gone
bankrupt because of the wall’s impact.
Apartment buildings adjacent to the wall
sit empty.

Oct 29 -- We see soldiers roughing up a
young Palestinian man at the wall. We sit
down to watch until the behaviour stops.

Nov 13 -- All movement in and out of
Bethlehem has been stopped once again
because thousands of Jews from Jerusalem
are making a special pilgrimage to Ra
chel’s Tomb. For the first time, even we
foreigners are not allowed to pass through

Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of
Project Peacemakers. Project Peacemakers, the
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to
empower people of faith and the larger commu-
nity to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemak-
ers, to work for justice and the integrity of crea-
tion.

Your submissions are welcome. Please send
them to our office. For more information on any
of the stories, call the office.

We encourage you to work for peace. A good
way to start is to become a member of Project
Peacemakers. See page eight.

Editor: Derrick Martens
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the gap in the Bethlehem
wall has been perma
nently closed and that all
traffic is now being
routed through a massive
new gate up the hill. The
gate ensures that al peo-
ple coming and going
will now have to pass
through a new military
checkpoint and sophisti-
cated processing facility.
Bethlehemites have been
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dreading this day. There
will be no more detours
through the Tantur
grounds.

Nov 17 -- | speak with Sami, a Palestinian
friend who has just come through the new
gate and checkpoint from Bethlehem. He
is clearly disgusted with the humiliating
process to which he has been subjected.
When | express my sadness about what his
people must endure, he throws up his
hands, “Who are we? We are only terror-
ists!” That, it seems, is what Israel and
much of the world believes.

Although the wall no longer catches my
breath, | feel anger whenever | pass
through it.  Almost every time | enter
Bethlehem, someone — a taxi driver, a
shopkeeper, or a
passer-by — will
lament how the
wall has made life
under military
occupation  even
more  difficult.
“We are prisoners
in our own city
and on our own
land,” is the com-
mon refrain.
There is one
beautiful  thing
about the wall. It
is covered with
creative colourful
graffiti that spesks
of resistance and

hope. One line
says, “Give them
justice and they

will reward you
with peace” An-
other asks, “What
about our chil-
dren?’ Yet athird
insists, “This wall
must fall.” May it

One of the many examples of graffiti onthe
“security fence” aka “separation wall”

fall indeed!
November 18, 2005

Esther Epp-Tiessen is Peace Ministries
Coordinator for Mennonite Central Com-
mittee Canada. She spent September to
November in |srael-Palestine.

Project Peacemakersislooking for
aretired Manitoba social studies
teacher to help promote our new
Senior Years Creating a Culture of

Peace education resource for
teachersin the schools. An hono-
rarium isavailable. Contact the
office at 775-8178 for more details.
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November 26,2005
Dear Friends,

Whew! Are you as amazed as | am at the number of activities Project Peacemakers has participated in or initiated this fall?
When | began to think about my annual Christmas fundraising letter to you (our members and supporters) | was rather over-
whelmed at what this small vital organization and staff person Derrick Martens have been able to accomplish. But one
theme kept recurring to me. _Imagining a new world - different from the current world of violence and war that we are ex-
periencing today.

Several years ago one of our staff was talking with an elementary school class about peace. She asked the children to draw
a picture of what they thought “peace” might look like. She soon discovered that many children found this a difficult as-
signment. They were easily able to draw images of war but couldn’t seem to imagine what peace might look like. This
story disturbed me because | know that if we can’'t imagine peace we won't be able to make peace happen. But most of us
have a difficult time imagining something that we haven’t experienced or don’t know something about. If we can’t imagine
alternatives to violence how can we change the present situation? One thing we can do isto educate ourselves and our chil-
dren and then act. We can learn about our current situation and what we might do as individuals and a community to build
a culture of peace.

Many of our programs this year have centred on children. We have become aware of the increasing numbers of “war af-
fected” children living in our province. To understand these children and their special needs we must understand their past
experiences. This year, as you may have noted in the Peace Projections newsletters, one of our board members has been
leading many workshops on the topic of “Child Soldiers.” These children who have experienced such horror in their lives
are the extreme example of children having no ability to “imagine peace.” Aswell as educating ourselves and others about
the experiences of war-affected children, we will continue to work for the elimination of the manufacture and export of
“small arms’ - weapons that small children can be trained to use. The small arms trade is a major contributor to the use of
“child soldiers’ in world conflicts.

Creating a Culture of Peace is the title of our “Peace Resource For Teachers’ that is now complete. The final section —
Senior Y ears — was launched in October and we are now promoting its use in high schools. This excellent resource can also
be adapted for study by adult groups. | encourage you to buy a copy for any high school teachers you know and one for
yourself. Itisencouraging to know that the acclaimed Early Years and Middle Y ears sections are being used in hundreds of
schoolsin our province. This three-year project has been funded by The Winnipeg Foundation.

As part of the “Violence Is Not Child's Play” coalition we held two conferences to assist parents and caregivers to develop
the skills for “Raising Peaceful Kidsin aViolent World.” We received significant funds from Healthy Child Manitoba, the
St. Stephen’ s-Broadway Foundation and the St. Mary’ s Road Foundation to organize these events.

Foundations such as those mentioned above will only consider Project Peacemakers for support if we can show we are a
viable organization, able to sustain the projects they fund. This is one of the reasons your contributions to Project Peace-
makers are so important. To make a donation please make your cheque payable to Project Peacemakers, 745 Westminster
Ave. R3G 1A5. (Pleaseindicate if your cheque also includes membership dues.) Members receive our quarterly newslet-
ter, Peace Projections, as well as news of upcoming events. (Vist our newly designed website
www.proj ectpeacemakers.org for information on events starting in the New Year as well as ways to access our resource
library.)

One of the choirs at our wonderful Sing For Peace concert last Sunday sang John Lennon’s piece Imagine. Here are some
of thelyrics: Imagine all the people

Living lifein peace.

Y ou may say that I'm a dreamer

But I’m not the only one.

I hope someday you'll join us

And the world will live as one.

That is my dream also.
Thank you for your commitment to peace.

Bev Ridd, Finance Chair
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By Martin Zeilig

Professor Jeff Halper admits that he's been
arrested “many times’ protesting against
the demolition of Palestinian houses by the
Isragli military in the Occupied West
Bank. Yet he just can't seem to wind up
behind bars, at least for long.

“As an lsraeli Jew, | have a privileged
position and they won't put me in jail.
They just detain me for a while,” says the
Coordinator of the Israeli Committee
Against House Demoalitions (ICAHD),
who gave a power point public lecture —
Post Gaza Redlities: Is there a way out of
the conflict? — on the evening of Novem-
ber 10 at the Planetarium Auditorium, as
well astalks at the University of Winnipeg
and University of Manitoba during his four
day visit here.

A native of Hibbing, Minnesota,
Halper, 59, has lived in Isragl since 1973.
Besides his years of involvement with the
Isragli peace movement, Halper has been
active on issues of social justice within
Israel, including working for 10 years in
Jerusalem’s inner city neighbourhoods
where he helped start the Ohel social pro-
test movement of working class Mizrahi
(Middle Eastern) Jews, notes his bio-
graphical data. His trip here was spon-
sored by the secular United Jewish Peo-
ple's Order and Qutlook: Canada’'s Pro-
gressive Jewish Magazine. Prior to visiting
Winnipeg, Halper was in Denver and To-
ronto, where he spoke at conference on
divestment in Isragl. Histrip to the US was
done on behaf of Sabeel, a Palestinian
Christian organization.

“I've always considered myself an
engaged anthropologist. It means putting
together the personal, political and profes-
sional aspects of your life. I've aways
seen anthropology as a vehicle for socid
justice,” says Halper, who received his
Ph.D. in Cultura and Applied Anthropol-
ogy from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee before moving to Isragl. In
that capacity, he feels it's imperative to
speak out against the injustices — including
the unjust and illegal demolition of about
12,000 Palestinian homes in the Occupied
Territories since 1967 — being committed
against the Palestinian people.

“My main message is that in terms of
the Israeli - Palestinian conflict, thisis the
crunch. Since 1977, (Israeli Prime Minis-
ter) Sharon and other Israeli leaders have
established facts on the ground in the Oc-
cupied Territories, especialy the settle-
ments that have reached a point of no re-
turn,” says Halper, who served for “more
than a decade” as the Director of the Mid-
dle East Center for Friends World College

— an American-based internationa
college which he eventually headed —
as well as being a founder and Princi-
pal of Cultural Gateways International
(CGl), a company which develops
cultural park projects in developing
countries.

He points out that last year, the
Bush Administration -- with amost
unanimous support from Congress --
recognized the settlement blocs in the
West Bank as a permanent part of

Israel. “In other words, this means
they acknowledged the annexation of
20 percent of the West Bank to Is-
rael,” says Halper, whose latest book
is entitted An Isragli in Palestine:
Reframing the Israel-Palestine Conflict
(Pluto Press). He asserts that official US
recognition of Isragli settlements removes
the possibility of atwo state solution in the
region, even though polls in Israel show
that “70 percent” of Israelis are opposed to
the occupation. Halper adso says that
Sharon® recent disengagement from Gaza
was merely done in order to consolidate
Israel® hold over the West Bank. "The
settlement blocs are intended to foreclose
the establishment of any viable Palestinian
state,” says Halper, observing that British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, recently said
that 70 percent of the World's conflicts
derive in one way or another from the
Israel-Palestinian conflict.

“My main message is that we are at a
moment before a new Apartheid Regime
arises in front of our eyes. In the next six
months, Sharon is going to nail down a
permanent occupation of Israel over the
Palestinians with US support. | think we're
going into a very dark time now in Isragl
and Palestine. But, | believe that injustice
is not sustainable. | believe that a struggle
for a just peace between Isragl and the
Palestinians will eventually prevail.”

Halper also made reference to the elec-
tion — that had just occurred — of a trade-
unionist of Moroccan descent, Amir
Peretz, to the leadership of Israel’s Labour
Party. He finds this turn of events very
positive, one that could change the whole
nature of the situation between Israel and
the Palestinians.

“Amir Peretz is the first politician to
bring home the decades-old slogan: money
to the poor neighbourhoods, not to the
settlements,” said Halper, adding that
Peretz — whom Halper has been on peace
demonstrations with in Israel — wouldn’t
be saying anything different if he were
speaking in Winnipeg. According to the
Jewish spiritual/progressive Tikkun maga-
zine, Peretz “has been an outspoken oppo-

Jeff Halper, Coordinator of the Israeli
Committee Against House Demolitions,

speaking in Winnipeg

nent of Sharon's unilatera approach to-
wards the Palestinians. Peretz, former head
of the Histadrut (Israel’s large labour fed-
eration), represents the best opportunity for
overcoming the increasingly drastic levels
of social inequality in Israel, because of his
commitment to economic justice.”

Halper maintains that the key to peaceis
dismantling the Kafkaesque "Matrix of
Control" - which includes outright military
actions, including attacks on civilian popu-
lation centres and the Palestinian infra
structure, the extensive use of collabora-
tors, imposing severe controls on Palestin-
ian movement, administrative detention,
arrest, trial and torture (among other illega
and harsh measures, such as the concrete
Separation Barrier) - established by Israel
over the Occupied Territories since the Six
Day War nearly 40 years ago.

Martin Zeilig, a free-lance journalist, is a
member of Project Peacemakers.

Photo: Martin Zeilig
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By Michelle Dueck

Peacemaking is a multi-layered practice, a
commitment permeating all aspects of life,
from the personal to the global, with all
steps being intertwined and having impact
on each other. At least this would be a
dominant belief held by those attending
The Violence Is Not Child's Play Coali-
tion's (VINCP) two fall seminars named
Raising Peaceful Kidsin aViolent World.

On June 1, 2005 new regulations under
the Amusements Act came into effect on
the rental and sales of video and computer
games in Manitoba. Video and computer
games are now rated as Early Childhood,
Everyone, Everyone Ten and Older, Teen,
Mature, or Adults Only and are given de-
scriptions of why they received their rat-
ing. The Violence Is Not Child's Play
Codlition, coordinated through Project
Peacemakers, worked on supporting these
new regulations, by increasing awareness
of the impact of cultura violence on our
families and how we respond to it through
the two Raising Peaceful Kidsin a Violent
World events. Funding for this venture
was provided by Healthy Child Manitoba,
Mennonite Centra Committee Manitoba,
The St Stephen’s-Broadway Foundation
and St Mary’s Road United Church Foun-
dation.

The first event was on September 23rd
at St Matthew’s Maryland Christian Centre
and on September 24" at Crossways in
Common. The keynote speaker was Dr.
Lawrence Cohen, a psychologist specializ-
ing in children’s play, play therapy, and
parenting. Heresides in the Boston area of
Massachusetts, and is the author of Playful
Parenting. He emphasizes the importance
of nurturing close connections between
parent(s) and their child(ren) in a way that
attempts to understand the child’s world
and the significance of play. Cohen ad-
dressed playful approaches to culturd
violence at Friday night's session and
focused on developing parenting skills to
support peaceful parenting and play on
Saturday afternoon. Ken Rodeck of the
Manitoba Film Classification Board ex-
plained the new regulations on video and
computer games and highlighted issues
surrounding violence in the industry at the
Friday evening's plenary.

Participants expressed much apprecia-
tion for the five workshops offered on
Saturday morning. They were as follows;
“Roots of Violence” presented by Myra
Laramee, principa at Niji Mahkwa School
and sessional instructor at University of
Manitoba's Faculty of Education, “Brain
Research and Violence” presented by
David Halstead, M.Ed., an internationally
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known speaker and facilitator specializing
in brain research, “Socia Impacts of Vio-
lence” facilitated by Ken Wiebe from
Child Guidance Clinic and two workshops
where children and their caregivers at-
tended together; “ Cooperatives Games and
Alternatives’ facilitated by Karen Ridd,
mediator, conflict resolution educator,
activist and parent and “Y oga Kids’ led by
Cathy Spack founder of Y oga Kids Winni-
peg. Jake Chenier volunteered his time
and shared some of his peace songs for
adults and children over the lunch hour.
The second event was on November 5"
at the Isaac Brock Community Centre with
internationally known speaker, psycho-
therapist and author Miriam Greenspan.
Her recent work is Healing of the Dark
Emotions; The Wisdom of Grief, Fear and
Despair. She also resides in Boston, MA.
This event was geared towards people
committed to working for peace and jus-
tice with children and/or families. The
objective was to provide support to the
participants in their own self-care as they
process the issues of cultural violence their
work involves. Miriam Greenspan intro-
duced the 45 participants to what she calls
emotiona achemy. Her work stresses the
need to attend to and befriend dark emo-
tions such as grief, fear and despair rather
than try to subdue them. When we pay
atention to the dark emotions, they can
become our teachers. Grief can turn to
gratitude, fear can bring us joy and despair

Miriam Greenspan and Lawrence
J. Cohen led Winnipeg workshops

members of VINCP
planning these two
events were Bev
Ridd, Marianne Cer-
illi, Nalini Reddy,
Debra Schweyer,
Robin Rybackuk and
Michelle Dueck. The
Violence is Not
Child’'s Play commit-
tee continues its work
to promote peace supporting play and par-
enting. Should you be interested in being a
part of this work or wish to learn more,
please contact Bev Ridd through the Pro-
ject Peacemakers office.

Michelle Dueck is a mother of three and a
volunteer mediator in addition to being a
member of the Violence Is Not Child’s Play
Coalition.

can lead us to a
deeper faith in life.
She argues that in
relation to the world
we al live with
“present  traumatic
disorder.” We cannot
escape being a part of
the emotiona ecol-
ogy of our world.

It was a gift to be
in the presence of
such a wise presenter
and to have a wide
mix of peacemakers
who care about our
city working together
on the inner impact
of their work.

Implementing the
plans for these two
events required the
dedication of a num-
ber of volunteers.
Thank you to those
who helped at the
events. Coalition
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by Michael A. Welch

Saturday, December 10 was International
Human Rights Day. It was on this date in
1948 that the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights was adopted by the General
Assembly of the newly formed United
Nations. This declaration affirms the right
of al human individuals of life, liberty and
security of person (Article 3) and protec-
tion from discrimination based on “race,
color, sex, language, religion, political or
other opinion, national or socia origin,
property, birth or other status’ (Article 2.)
Every year a this time, citizens of the
world are called on to reflect on the state
of human rights in society and how they
can go about upholding the principle en-
trenched in the Declaration.

Coinciding with this occasion we see
the fiftieth anniversary nine days previ-
ously of Rosa Parks's famous defiance of
Montgomery, Alabama racial segregation
laws when she refused to give up her seat
on a bus to a white passenger. This inci-
dent sparked the Mongomery, Alabama
bus boycott and the modern Civil Rights
Movement in America, along with the rise
of one of its most outspoken and visible
champions, Martin Luther King.

December aso marks the Thirtieth
anniversary of the Indonesian invasion of
East Timor in 1975, financed and facili-
tated by the US military and the CIA under
the direction of then head George Herbert
Walker Bush. December 8 was the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the assassination of
celebrity peacemaker, and ex-beatle John
“give peace a chance” Lennon. December
6, was the sixteenth anniversary of the
“Montreal Massacre” in which a crazed
gunmen shot and killed 14 students at
L' Ecole Polytechnique because they were
women....

And four Christian pacifists were in the
hands of violent Islamic radicals in war-
torn Irag.

The individuals in question were Cana-
dians Harmeet Singh Sooden (32) and
James Loney (41), American Tom Fox
(54), and Norman Kember (74) of Great
Britain. They were doing peace work in
Irag on behalf of a 17-year-old organiza-
tion called the Christian Peacemaker
Teams (CPT), a group dedicated to non-
violent conflict resolution, truth telling,
and a commitment to human rights, and
have been active in Iraq since before the
last war started. CPT has been active in
other parts of the world including Barran-
cabermgia, Columbia, Hebron and At-
Tuwani, Palesting, the Grassy Narrows
native reserve near Kenora, Ontario, and

on the US-Mexico border. Their motto is
“Getting in the Way” by living and walk-
ing with and among their civilian charges
to try to prevent harm from being visited
upon them.

For several days we were bombarded
by news footage of the four men being
threatened with execution if the US/UK
occupying forces did not release al Iraqi
detainees. Needless to say, many Canadi-
ans, including myself, and people around
the world expressed concern. These men
were trying to help the Iragi people and
could be killed on the false belief that they
were spies. Vigils and demonstrations for
the four men started to spring up on three
continents, along with statements from the
men’s families and petitions for their re-
lease.

It was in the wake of these eventsthat |,
with the help of Derrick Martens, took on
the task of organizing a candle-light vigil
in an attempt to honour Jim, Harmeset,
Tom, and Norman and commemorate the
cause to which they were most passionate:
human rights. The event was scheduled to
take place at the Manitoba Legidative
building at four o'clock in the afternoon.
We had invited speakers from Christian,
Aboriginal, Islamic, and secular perspec-
tives, as well as an activist from a Haitian
solidarity group.

When the day arrived it turned out to be
bitterly cold. The wind kept blowing out
the candles as | would try to light them,
but as people arrived | got a few lit and
stable (specia thanks to Judy Wasylycia-
Leis and my mother Irene!) Derrick took
on the moderating duties. In all about 40 to
50 people were in attendance, a very re-
spectable number given the weather and
the short notice!

We opened with a prayer from Jm
Loney’'s collection, The Litany of Resis-
tance. Speeches followed. They were in-
formative and at times passionate. They
served to correct misconceptions about
Aborigina struggles, the Islamic faith, the
true state of affairsin Irag, and Canadian
government hypocrisy with regard to Pal-
estine, and Haiti. We concluded with an-
other prayer from Jim Loney’s collection
in which al attendees vowed to not com-
ply with war preparations, civilian vio-
lence, and other unjust actions.

There were cameras and reporters on
hand, mostly asking questions about the
hostages and our feelings about their
plight, (at the time of the vigil's com-
mencement it was exactly midnight on the
day of the deadline, Irag time.) Still it was
nice to see this event getting media atten-
tion!

Photo: Christian Peacemaker Teams

Christian Peacemaker Team
members captivein Irag.
Top: Harmeet Singh Sooden, James
Loney
Bottom: Norman Kember, Tom Fox

The overal impression | got from the
people gathered was that the event was a
success. Thanks to everyone for coming
out and participating in this important local
tribute to socia justice. In particular, |
want to thank Cheryl-Ann Carr of Kateri
Parrish, David Pankratz of Project Peace-
makers, Louay Alghoul from the Islamic
community, Howard Davidson of the Uni-
versity of Manitoba, Macho from the local
Haitian solidarity group and especialy
Derrick Martens of Project Peacemakers
for hisinvaluable help for putting this shin-
dig together.

In peace...

Michael Welch is a Winnipeg resident and
some-time activist for peace.

One: For the victims of war

All: Have mercy

One: Women, men and children

All: Have mercy

One: The maimed and the crippled
All: Have mercy

One: The abandoned and the homeless
All: Have mercy

One: The imprisoned and the tortured
All: Have mercy

One: The widowed and the orphaned
All: Have mercy

One: The bleeding and the dying

All: Have mercy

One: The weary and the desperate
All: Have mercy

One: Thelost and the forsaken

All: Have mercy

One: For thosefleeing in terror

All: Have mercy

From The Litany of Resistance, by Jim
Loney.
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by Derrick Martens

Our 6th Annua Toy Store Inspections
were held on November 19. The goals of
the Violence is Not Child's Play Coadlition
to educate our volunteers, store managers
and employees, the government, and the
wider public on our concerns with violent
toys and video games were not only met,
but in some ways exceeded.

After the orientation session with Bev
Ridd, our volunteer inspectors headed out
to fifteen stores, varying from independent
stores like Toad Hall Toys to big box
stores such asWal-Mart and Toy ‘R’ Us.

In generdl, our inspectors found that the
majority of the stores rated rather well on
our survey, and many had even improved
from the last few years. Most notably,
Toys ‘R’ Us, which normally rates as
“Unacceptable,” moved up to “Needing
Improvement.” We noticed the lack of
military playsets emulating the
war/occupation in Iraq, which had greatly
disturbed us last year when we found
bombed-out Middle Eastern house playsets
and other Iraq war role-playing toys. In
fact, this year there were hardly any ex-
tremely violent toys, nor were there many
toy guns to be found. When we shared our
results with the manager, she said they had
removed most of the toys we had found
objectionable last year, due to sharing the
results of our survey with their head office.
We will check other Toys ‘R’ Us stores to
find if this change occurred only at that
one location. Unfortunately, their video

game section stocked some of the most
violent games and did not have proper
signage, mandated by the provincial gov-
ernment. We hope they will make changes
thereaswell.

Another major devel opment occurred at
Wal-Mart. One participant and her twelve
year old daughter acted as secret shoppers.
The young girl bought an M-rated game,
now prohibited for sale to anyone under 17
years of age in Manitoba. Her mother
stopped the cashier as she was about to
finalize the sdle. This resulted in a warn-
ing being sent to Wal-Mart from the Mani-
toba Film Classification Board, the body
that oversees compliance with the new
regulations.  Wal-Mart representatives
have said they will re-train staff at the St.
Vital Wal-Mart, and remind all its storesin
Canada to adhere to the Retail Council of
Canada's voluntary Commitment to Par-
ents guidelines for videogames regarding
signage and ID checks of M-rated games.
See page three “ Workshops Held on Rais-
ing Peaceful Kids’' for more information
on new video game regulations in Mani-
toba.

Film Classification Board will review it
and decide whether or not to change the
rating for Manitoba from the automatic
Entertainment Software Rating Board
classification.

Derrick Martens is Program Coordinator
of Project Peacemakers.

2005 Toy Store Inspections
Results

Excellent: A Child’s Place, Explore
Sore, Kite and Kaboodle, Knowl-
edge Tree, Scholar’'s Choice, Toad
Hall Toys

Commendable: BJs Super Toy
Sales, Hements of Nature, Hans
Christian Toys, Sears, The Bay, Zellers
Needing Improvement: Toys‘R Us

Unacceptable: Real Canadian Su-
perstore, Wal-Mart

We are very
pleased with the
tangible effects of
our toy store in-
spections.  If you
are interested in
learning more about
them, please con-
tact the office. If
you feel a video or
computer game is
rated  inappropri-
ately, the Manitoba
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Project Peacemakers
News and Upcoming Events

Peace and Justice Federal Hection
Candidate Meeting

Watch for information in January
about an opportunity to hear current
MPs from each party discuss their
commitment and plans for peace,
justice, and international develop-
ment. Contact Project Peacemakers
for more information at 775-8178.

Global Justice Mini-Film Festival
Due to popular demand, there will be
a mini-film festival half-way through
the year, in February, showcasing
Room 6 and End of Suburbia, which
weren't able to play in November.
Watch for more details. Remember
you can borrow many of the films
screened from the United Church’s
AVH.: 233-8911.

Senior Years Promoter Needed
Project Peacemakers is looking for a
retired Senior Years teacher to help
promote our new Creating a Qulture
of Peace Resource in the schools. An
honorarium is available. Contact the
office for more info. Consider buying
this resource for the high school so-
cial studiesteacher in your lifel

Thanks!

Thank you everyone who partici-
pated in our 6th annual toy store
inspections and who supported us at
the annual Sing For Peace Fundrais-
ing Concert. We raised just over
$2000 at the concert!

Holiday Office Hours

The office will be closed from De-
cember 16 to January 3, except for
December 15 in the morning. Dona-
tions made by mail will still be proc-
essed. Emails and phone messages
will be answered in the New Year.

Red River Co-op

Please consider buying your gasfrom
Red Rver Co-op, using the Project
Peacemakers member number:
115339. We receive several hundred
dollars a year this way. Thanks to
everyone who supports us through
Co-op purchases.

New Website Design

Please be sure to have a look
at our new website design,
and browse our library cata-
logue online. It's dtill at
www.projectpeacemakers.org

Correction

We had atypo In last month’s Graphi-
cally Soeaking. The cost of America’s
nuclear weapons program since 1940
in 2005 US dollars should read $115
billion per year, not million.

Our Advertisers

Project Peacemakers tries to use ad-
vertising from small, local businesses
to offset printing costs. Please con-
sider shopping at these locations
rather than at large chains this Christ-
mas. And please let them know
where you saw the advertisement.

Donationsand Memberships

When mailing cheques to Project
Peacemakers, please write in the
memo line if it is a membership re-
newal, donation (receives a tax re-
ceipt), or both. Donations need to be
postmarked by December 31 to be
included for 2005.

Coat Rack Needed

If you have an unused coat rack,
please consider donating it to Project
Peacemakers.

For alittle PEACE of mind
call usfor all your insurance needs.

Autopac ® Business ® Home

Life ® Group Benefits

Tony Taronno CAIB

186-2025 Corydon Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3P ON5

Phone 988-1511
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Britian’s Nuclear Forces 2005

Missile  Warheads
Submarine Rangekm X yield kilotons
Vanguard 7400 1-3x100
\ctorious 7400 1-3x 100
Vigilant 7400 1-3x 100
\engeance 7400 1-3x100

Each submarine carries 16 Trident Il
D5 ballistic missiles, with each mis-
sile carrying 1-3 warheads. One sub-
marine is on patrol at all times, with
up to 48 warheads.

Total British nuclear stockpile:
~ 200 warheads

Britain hasrelied on only submarine-
based nuclear weapons since 1998.
The US also maintains nuclear weap-
ons on British soil.

Source: NRDC Nuclear Notebook, Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists Nov/Dec 2005 \Vol. 61, No.6

World Military Spending 2003

in (US) $billions
Global total (US) $997.2 billion
Russia; $65.2
China: $55.9
/
Rest of World:
$239.9
Rest of NATO: USA: $404.9
$231.2

In 2003 US military spending ex-
ceeded the combined total of the
next 13 largest military spenders.

Source: Project Ploughshares Armed Conflicts Report
2005
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To get involved in Project Peacemakers,
come by our office or give us a call.
Presently we have about 250 members.
Membership includes a subscription to
Peace Projections and input into the
organization's programs and activities.
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional. Tax receipts available for dona-
tions over $10. The work of peacemak-
ing isimportant and exciting. Pleasejoin
us in this endeavour. Invite your friends
aswell.
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