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Elections and Peace – an equation we are 
becoming more familiar with as the Cold 
War has ended and it is less fashionable 
for powerful nations to put or keep compli-
ant dictators in place, and more fashion-
able to ‘give people a voice in their gov-
ernment’ . 
     With elections sowing the seeds for 
peace all over the world, can we reasona-
bly expect that the plant will germinate 
and grow?  I recently participated in elec-
toral observations in Congo and, based on 
that experience, would give a mixed re-
sponse to that question. 
     Our mission to Congo was the result of 
two forces coming together – an invitation 
from the churches of Congo, and encour-
agement from the Congolese refugee com-
munity in Winnipeg.  With Mennonite 
Central Committee and the Evangelical 
Churches of Congo providing in-country 
logistical support, we at the Institute for 
Community Peacebuilding took up the 
challenge to invite and get people from 
Winnipeg/Manitoba to Congo for the July 
30 elections.  
     We were among half a dozen groups 
observing Congo’s elections – in addition 
to several thousand Congolese and the 
‘ tèmoins’  or political party scrutineers 
present.  The ob-
servation of every-
one we spoke with 
was that the elec-
tion day had been 
conducted in a free 
and fair manner.  
Of course, the 
process of elec-
tions also includes collating and communi-
cating results from 50,000 polling stations 
after the election day – and we did not stay 
long enough to  observe this process.   
     Many left a few days after the elections, 
leaving the monitoring of the national 
counting process to long-term observers. 

The scattered reports to date, three 
weeks after the election, is that the 
collation of results had the appear-
ance of chaos but there was an under-
lying order – attributable in large part 
to the packaging of results in durable 
well-labeled plastic bags, which 
could be sorted into their respective 
regions quickly and efficiently. 
     But an election also involves the 
campaign prior to the voting day, and 
here perhaps lay the most egregious 
assaults on free and fair elections.  
While the Congolese process did not 
feature widespread harassment and 
jailing of opposition candidates, 
there were, nevertheless, problems 
that were quite apparent to all those 
paying attention.  
     The main opposition candidate, Etiénne 
Tshisekedi, did not run, in large part be-
cause he made some strategic errors of his 
own, and in part because the reigning 
President maneuvered him into a difficult 
position on flimsy grounds.  I did have a 
coffee with a Congolese refugee in Winni-
peg, the purpose of which was for him to 
convince me that the electoral process was 
a fraud perpetrated on Congo and the 
world and given credence by the observer 
missions – and that then we should there-

fore cancel our 
mission. 
     While such a 
request has 
complexities, it 
essen t i a l l y 
boiled down to 
a perception 
(held by many 

people) that the current President, Joseph 
Kabila, was not acting in the best interests 
of the Congolese but was rather ‘selling’  
the mineral wealth of Congo to mining 
companies from the very same democratic 
countries agitating for an election in 
Congo.  By this argument, these same 

nations (of which Canada is one) were 
helping to stack the electoral deck in 
Kabila’s favour. They were doing this in 
part by heading the observing missions 
with people who had foreign mining inter-
ests as their first priority (hence ensuring 
that ‘ their man’  would get in), and in part 
by assuring that the elections would be 
declared free and fair – a double victory. 
     At the end of the hour and a half meet-
ing, however, he shook my hand and said 
we were doing a good thing – a turnaround 
even I was not expecting.  His change of 
heart appears to have been the result of 
three factors.  That every first election 
takes on the flavour of the political land-
scape in which it takes place – and will 
almost certainly have significant problems 
for that reason.  It is, however, necessary to 
have that first election in order to have 
elections later that take on the flavour of a 
changed political landscape - which led to 
my second point. 
     The election process itself will create 
change in the country.  Elections are an 
opportunity to gather people together to 
instruct them about democracy – there is 

An elderly woman, the first to enter the 
voting booth at her poll, returns to an 
election worker for help with her ballot 
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Please see “Congo”  page two. 

by David Pankratz 
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Election observers included Project 
Peacemaker board members David 

Pankratz and John Derksen as well as 
John’s wife Nel Derksen and former Pro-

ject Peacemakers staff person/board 
member Megan McKenzie with her 

mother Lois Hunt 
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both interest and funding for such activi-
ties.  Elections are a powerful voice-giver 
to people who have not had choice in this 
area to this point – a ‘ freedom’  that once 
tasted is not easily discarded. And elec-
tions create an expectation of change – 
albeit often unrealistic – an expectation 
that things will be different, and when 
they’ re not people are more likely to be-
come politically active and put pressure on 
the elected representatives that have let 
them down. 
     Lastly, the elections and our observing 
presence are an opportunity for us to go to 
Congo, see what is happening, and come 
back with reports.  If we try to tell people 
what we’ re hearing about Congo based 
only on emails and news reports, we will 
gain no audience.  But to say that we have 
been there, and have seen and heard things 
that are important, gives us an opportunity 
to tell firsthand stories to our audiences. 
     Our experience confirmed our decision 
to go.  We saw that the Congolese people -
-both the elections officials and the voters-
-were taking the elections very seriously.  
Voter turnout was in the 70 to 80% range, 
and there were minimal disturbances dur-
ing the day.  The small group that I was 
part of found itself in the centre of contro-
versy at mid-day when voters found that 
their voting numbers had already been 
used and they could not vote.  At least a 
few fraudulent voting cards had been is-
sued and been used at that site to cheat 
people out of their opportunity to vote.   
     In that incident we found ourselves the 
target of two perspectives.  One was that 
we should ‘ fix it’  – somehow get them the 
chance to vote.  As observers, of course, 
we could only observe; noting that the 
situation occurred, giving some indication 
of the scope of the problem, and leaving it 
at that.  That strategy was cut off at the 
knees when it became apparent that not 
‘ fixing it’  might lead to violence against 
us – a possibility brought about by that 

Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of 
Project Peacemakers.  Project Peacemakers, the 
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an 
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to 
empower people of faith and the larger community 
to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemakers, to 
work for justice and the integrity of creation. 
 
Your submissions are welcome.  Please send 
them to our office.  For more information on any 
of the stories, call the office.   
We encourage you to work for peace.  A good 
way to start is to become a member of Project 
Peacemakers. See page eight. 
Editor:  Derrick Martens       (ISSN 1718-4258) 
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perception I mentioned earlier that we 
were there to fix the election in favour of 
the current President.  So we duly noted 
each person’s numbers and information, 
calmly went back to our car, and drove to 
another polling bureau. 
     Did, or will, the elections bring badly 
needed peace to Congo?  Early indications 
are that violence has actually increased as 
a result of the elections.  The announce-
ment of the results of the vote (44% for 
Joseph Kabila, 23% for his main rival 
Jean-Pierre Bemba), led to significant 
violence in Kinshasa for the first time in 
several years.  Perhaps more ominously, a 
clear regional pattern emerged with Kabila 
dominating the East of Congo where he 
was born and where all the minerals are, 
and Bemba doing very well in the West 
where the capital is located.  With 
Bemba’s campaign strategy focusing on 
the Kabila/Western nations cabal, this is a 
recipe for continued and increased discon-
tent with a weakened role for Western 
nations. 
     With a Presidential run-off set 
for the end of October in which 
one of the two frontrunners must 
obtain 50% of the vote, the stakes 
are much higher, the lines are 
clearly defined, and the issues 
strike a responsive chord in the 
voters.  Voters must now make a 
difficult choice between Kabila 
who is campaigning on peace and 
security but reportedly cheating 
Congolese out of their mineral 
wealth, or Bemba who is cam-
paigning on ‘Congo for the Congo-
lese’  but has a reputation for bom-
bast, confrontation and violence.   
     In Congo, whether the seeds of peace 
will crowd out over the thorns of violence 
is still not decided. 
 
David Pankratz is Director of the Institute 
of Community Peacebuilding and a Pro-
ject Peacemakers member. 

Above:  Congolese voter proudly 
shows his voting card  

Below:  Election monitors study 
the electoral system 
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Below:  Former Project Peace-
makers staff person Megan 

McKenzie watches polls 

 

 

Above:  map  showing Congo’s    
top candidates and their success 

in different electoral regions. 
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1945 brought to light the horror of the 
Nazi concentration camps and similar 
atrocities perpetuated by the Japanese.  
The war and its attending horrors resulted 
in the formation of the United Nations, 
which in 1948 published the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, followed in 
1984 by the United Nations Convention 
Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman, 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 
     Although progress has been agoniz-
ingly slow, the breakup of the Soviet Un-
ion, the ending of the Apartheid regime in 
South Africa and the overthrow of several 
right wing dictatorships throughout the 
world has resulted in the reduction or abo-
lition of torture in these countries.  States 
that used torture were more and more re-
garded as pariahs.  There appeared to be 
room for cautious optimism until Septem-
ber 11th 2001, when two planes were delib-
erately flown into the twin towers of New 
York’s World Trade Centre, incurring the 
loss of 3000 lives. 
 
 The Great Leap Backwards 
In an effort to capture the leaders of the 
terrorist group responsible for the attack 
on the twin towers in New York, the USA 
with such allies as it could cobble together 
invaded Afghanistan resulting in an esti-
mated 50,000 Afghani deaths.  Three years 
later Iraq was invaded with an estimated 
death toll as high as 100,000.  Concomi-
tant with and subsequent to these inva-
sions, large numbers of Afghanis, Iraqis 
and others mostly Arabs have been de-
tained without charge or trial.  
     These detainees have no access to the 
International Red Cross or any other moni-
toring group – a recipe for the occurrence 
of torture.  They are held in Guantanamo 
Bay, Abu-Gharaib prison in Iraq, Bagram 
air base in Afghanistan and other unspeci-
fied centres throughout the world.  Subse-
quently, evidence has emerged indicating 
the occurrence of widespread and severe 
torture, including two documented deaths.  
The USA has countered these accusations 
by blaming a few low ranking rogue op-
eratives, and also by redefining torture in 
language eerily similar to “Newspeak”  in 
George Orwell’s 1984. 
     The relaxation of its attitude towards 
torture by the world’s only superpower has 
caused other nations to follow suit.  For 
those countless individuals who continue 
to look upon torture as an absolute oppro-
brium, this thinking and doing and admit-
ting the unthinkable is, of course, regarded 
as a giant step back in time. This “great 
leap backwards”  can only be lamented as a 

grave detriment to civilization and  human-
ity. 
 
Rod Ledwich is a member of Project Peace-
makers.  A version of this article may ap-
pear in a future Amnesty International 
newsletter. 
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By Rod Ledwich 
“The sleep of reason produces monsters.”   
Francisco Jose de Goya 1746-1828 
 
 A Brief History of Torture 
 Torture has been ubiquitous throughout 
history.  It has been described as physical 
or mental suffering inflicted by one human 
being on another human being.  It has been 
used to obtain information or a confession 
from an accused person or a witness to a 
crime.  It has also been used as a method 
of execution, as a way of spreading terror 
in a population in order to express dissent, 
to facilitate genocide and sometimes for no 
apparent reason.  It was pervasive in the 
great civilizations of China, India, those of 
Mesopotamia and the classical cultures of 
Greece and Rome.  Torture was not prac-
ticed furtively; Roman Law, adopted by 
most of Europe in the Middle Ages, docu-
mented in precise terms the situations 
where it should and should not be used.  
Modes of torture included impaling, flay-
ing, crucifixion, the rack, being burning 
alive and many other methods that the 
ingenuity of man could devise. 
 
 The Enlightenment 
 Two centuries of brutal religious conflict 
in Europe was followed by the 18th Cen-
tury social warming period known as the 
Enlightenment.  Torture came under se-
vere criticism throughout Europe and in a 
relatively short period of time it was abol-
ished to become a thing repugnant to any 
civilized society. 
     There were many reasons given for the 
abolition of judicial torture in 18th Century 
Europe. Two of the most important were  
the emergence of humanism (the concept 
of human rights), and the growing realiza-
tion that torture was “a difficult and dan-
gerous business”  which could and did lead 
to false results.  The absolute proscription 
against torture persisted into the second 
decade of the twentieth Century.  The 
article on torture in the 1911 edition of the 
Encyclopedia Britannica states “The whole 
subject is now one of only historical inter-
est as far as Europe is concerned.”  
 
 The Twentieth Century 
1917 saw the rise of communism in the 
Soviet Union, where an authoritarian re-
gime used widespread torture ostensibly to 
protect itself form a hostile world.  Fas-
cism, beginning in Italy in 1929, later 
spread to Germany and Spain.  These 
states all used torture against “enemies of 
the state.”  
     The end of the Second World War in 
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A 1556 wood cut of water board-
ing.  A similar form of waterboard-
ing has been used recently by the 

US military.  It was banned on 
September 6, 2006 - but not for 

the CIA.  
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     As a volunteer for 
CKUW’s “The Beat” , I 
had an opportunity to 
attend the 38th Brigade’s 
training session on May 5.  
I was given a surprising 
amount of free reign to 
wander around the bases 
and talk to soldiers, and 
was embedded for a simu-
lated raid on a bomb-
making factory at the old 
Kapyong barracks.  After 
a lengthy interview with 
Public Affairs Officer 
Brian Hillier (no relation 
to General Rick Hillier), 
who explained that the 
exercise is to train reserv-
ists who are scheduled for 
possible deployment in 
2008, I went to “Camp 
Voyageur”  at the old Le 
Rendez-Vous site.  Al-
though Afghanistan has 
not been chosen, it was 
the one country that was 
on everyone’s mind.  Of 
the soldiers I asked, 
(approximately fifteen,) 
all said they would go to 
Afghanistan if they could. 
     In this exercise, three 
fictional groups were 
created:  the People’s 
Liberation Army, the 
Internal Solidarity Move-
ment, and an Al-Qaida 
related group, the Black Dawn Brigade.  
They used different tactics and had differ-
ing and changing  allegiances.  The reserv-
ists were exposed to scenarios that varied 
from being stopped at militia roadblocks 
and trying to negotiate their way through, 
to being hit by snipers and car-bombers, to 
conducting major raids. 
     I was surprised and pleased to see that 
full newspaper coverage was posted for all 
the soldiers to read how Winnipeggers 
were responding – both critical and sup-
portive articles.  Interestingly, the hand-
written comments on the articles had more 
to do with responses to photos, like “what 
kind of firing position is that,”  than criti-
cisms of activists.  The soldiers said it is 
the right of Canadians to demonstrate and 
protest, although some mentioned that 
polls showed that most residents were 
supportive.  No one tried to lambaste the 
idea of protestors; but I felt they had been 
instructed in great detail on this issue, as 
the answers were a little too similar. Sev-

With daily battles in Kandahar, the Cana-
dian body count climbing, and the number 
of “ friendly fire”  incidents on the rise, 
Canadians are increasingly split on Can-
ada’s participation and leadership with the 
NATO International Stabilization Assis-
tance Force in Afghanistan. 
     Winnipeggers also had a range of opin-
ions about Exercise Charging Bison, an 
urban guerrilla war training session for 
38th Brigade reservists that was held in the 
city April 29 to May 8.  Some, such as Pat 
Martin, NDP MP for Winnipeg Centre, 
where many of the exercises took place, 
told the Winnipeg Free Press that residents 
should welcome the soldiers, to be sure 
they are properly trained to protect Cana-
dians everywhere in the world. 
     Others, including many Project Peace-
makers supporters were concerned about 
the impact the training would have on 
downtown residents, an area that has a 
high concentration of refugees and immi-
grants who may have had traumatizing 
experiences with militaries overseas.  Oth-
ers felt that the exercise would be used to 
train soldiers to help fight the US “war on 
terror,”  a costly venture in terms of money 
and human lives that has created negative 
impacts on global security.  Still others 
were concerned about the message being 
sent to children - that adults resort to vio-
lence to get their way.  Other residents 
worried about the impact the exercises 
may have on legitimate demonstrations 
and dissent, as part of the training involved 
respondi ng to actors pl ayi ng 
“demonstrators.”   These critics pointed to 
Oka, Quebec City, and other Canadian 
situations where the military was called in 
to end anti-globalization and aboriginal 
protests and “occupations.”  
     Project Peacemakers saw these exer-
cises as an opportunity to have a discus-
sion on the Canadian military and its fu-
ture in our complex world.  Thus, during 
the exercises, we hosted the panel discus-
sion, “The Changing Role of Canada’s 
Military,”  at the University of Winnipeg.  
It featured University of Manitoba’s 
George MacLean (Political Studies depart-
ment); Ruth Taronno from Menno Simons 
College, who studies civil-military coop-
eration, and Esther Epp-Tiessen from 
MCC Canada’s peace desk.  The well-
attended event explored difficulties in 
post-conflict reconstruction, such as Af-
ghanistan, where the Canadian military has 
taken a much more active “search and 
destroy”  role in its fight against insurgents 
and Taliban leftovers. 

eral soldiers said that their interactions with 
demonstrators were quite helpful, as they 
were more real that the simulations. 
     I found myself observing my own re-
sponses as I followed and visited with the 
soldiers.  I realized that being embedded 
limits the range of questions that can be 
answered to what is in front of you at that 
moment, and conversing about experi-
ences.  For example, I ate  a chili con carne 
Individual Meal Packet for lunch, similar 
to the more familiar US Meal Ready to Eat,  
and was shown how they simulate real 
bullet hits with MILES (Multiple Inte-
grated Laser Engagement System) that fire 
blanks and register hits with sensors.  
While interesting, these conversations 
don’ t lend themselves to talking about real 
impacts of Canadians actions.  As many 
said, it is the politicians who decide where 
they go and what they will do. 
     The stated reason for the exercise was to 
practice warfighting and civilian support in 

By Derrick Martens 

Above:  a Canadian Forces helicopter drops of 
soldiers at the Kapyong barrack 

Below:  Soldiers take up posit ions outside a 
“bomb-making factory.”   Notice the MILES equip-

ment on their rifles, to simulate real shooting 
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Please see “Bison”  page five. 
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this new era of “Three Block Wars”  where 
soldiers may be fighting battles, providing 
humanitarian relief, and conducting peace-
keeping activities within three city blocks- 
blocks whose status may change at any 
time.   
     To see this in action, I waited at the 
former Kapyong barracks, where the re-
servists arrived in four helicopters and 
stormed a bomb-making factory.  I took up 
the rear, along with a Free Press photogra-
pher and Lieutenant Brian LaCoursiere, a 
reservist public affairs officer who is also 
Assignment Editor for Global News in 
Saskatoon. 
  The scenario was that a master bomb-
maker was to be apprehended alive.  The 
building was being guarded by numerous 
militants, armed with grenades, impro-
vised explosive devices (IED), and utiliz-
ing trip-wires. 
     As this was the last exercise of the 
week, the organizers made it extremely 
difficult.  Only five out of thirty Canadian 
soldiers were not “killed”  or “wounded.”  
Many soldiers said they were pretty 
shocked at how fast they were killed.  The 
mood was sober after their After Action 
Review, as the soldiers contemplated how 
they would be dead if this was real.  “The 
first man who ran in didn’ t check, and 
there was a trip-wire, so I got blown away 
in five minutes of the training.  I was 
thinking I could be really dead right now - 
there is no second chance,”  one soldier 
told me. 
     These interviews were done on May 
5th, before the body count rose so high, 
before Canadian soldiers became frequent 
suicide bomber targets.  The current Cana-
dian death toll is 32 soldiers and one diplo-
mat.  Seventeen deaths have occurred 
since Exercise Charging Bison finished on 
May 6, and the number of Afghan insur-
gents and civilians dead is unknown. 
     We encourage you to visit Project 
Ploughshares website for more informa-
tion on Canada’s role in Afghanistan and 
some possible solutions.  You can access 
government briefs and position papers at 
www.ploughshares.ca Peace Alliance 
Winnipeg is also planning actions on Af-
ghanistan on October 28; watch for more 
details. 
 
Derrick Martens was Program Coordina-
tor of Project Peacemakers from May 
2003 to Sepember 2006, and is currently 
in a Peace Studies program in Bradford, 
UK. 
   
      

From April 30 
to May 6, 
local activists 
found a vari-
ety of ways to 
make their 
opposition to 
the Canadian 
military train-
ing exercise 
“ Oper at i on 
C h a r g i n g 
B i s o n ” 
known. 
     May 1 saw 
the biggest 
protest of the 
week. Start-
ing at around 
1:00 pm, 
about one hundred activists with placards, 
costumes, effigies of political leaders, and 
shopping carts made up to look like tanks, 
marched from Memorial Park down 
Broadway to Main and then across the 
Provencher bridge to the base at Club Ren-
dez-Vous in Saint Boniface to confront 
soldiers there. At around 6:00 pm many 
protesters joined other groups to partici-
pate in the annual May Day Parade from 
City Hall to the University of Winnipeg. 
     In addition to the main protest on May 
1, there were a number of smaller actions 
during the week. 
They included 
Sunday’s family-
friendly “PEACE 
GAMES”   in Win-
nipeg’ s Central 
Park; Wednesday’s 
‘Critical Mass,”  a 
major bicycle ride 
to the Pioneer 
Arena base to once 
again condemn 
Canada’s military 
mission; Friday’s 
“soldier outreach,” 
a friendly ex-
change of informa-
tion with the 
troops about Can-
ada’s military in-
volvement in Af-
ghani stan and 
Haiti; and Satur-
day’ s symbol ic 
“ funeral march”  at 
the Old Market 
Square, whi ch 
mourned the loss 

of freedoms world-wide in the wake of 
America’s “War On Terrorism.”   
 
Michael Welch is a local peace activist and 
has collaborated with Project Peacemakers 
in the past. 

�#�J�T�P�O��

Canadian reservists lie “dead”  after triggering an IED trip-
wire during Charging Bison scenario 
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Continued from page four. 
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Rachel Waltner Goossen 
University of North Carolina Press 
1997 
 
Reviewed by John Derksen 
Historian Rachel Waltner Goossen exam-
ines conscientious objection and gender in 
the USA during World War II.  According 
to Goossen, of the 34 million men who 
participated in the American war effort, 
100,000 claimed conscientious objector 
(C.O.) status.  12,000 of these entered 
Civilian Public Service (CPS), a govern-
ment program created to accommodate 
conscientious objectors.  Three historic 
peace churches – the Mennonites, 
Friends, and Brethren – adminis-
tered the program” (2).  In CPS 
C.O.s did forestry, soil conserva-
tion, mental health work, or other 
“work of national importance.”   
     Based on interviews, letters 
and diaries of 180 women from 
18 denominations, Goossen tells 
the story of 2,000 women who 
followed their C.O. husbands, 
fiancés or sons to CPS camps in 
151 locations.  These women 
thought of themselves also as conscien-
tious objectors.  Goossen explores the 
degree to which their convictions margin-
alized them in American society, and the 
ways their experience changed their lives 
and outlook.  
     According to Goossen, the CPS pro-
gram was a compromise in which neither 
the state nor the churches got entirely what 
they wanted (ch. 1).  C.O. women and men 
received much criticism and pro-war pres-
sure from mainstream Americans (ch. 2). 
Burdened by family disruptions, financial 
worries, hostility from neighbors, and 
repeated moves, many of these women 
found life in war-time America very diffi-
cult (ch. 3).  Nurses and dieticians in CPS 
units, always in short supply, faced chal-
lenges such as food shortages and conflicts 
with male superiors (ch. 4).  Idealistic 
college-age CPS women who served as 
psychiatric aides in state mental hospitals 
filled an urgent need (ch. 5).  After the 
war’ s end, as C.O.s demobilized more 
slowly than soldiers, and as males dis-
cussed conscientious objection and refu-
gees, CPS women were largely ignored.  
Not until after the Vietnam War 30 years 
later did they share their stories (ch. 6). 
     Unlike the pacifist women of World 
War I, who also campaigned for women’s 
suffrage, and pacifist women of the Viet-
nam War, who also campaigned for politi-

cal and economic equality, most CPS 
women did not connect their pacifist 
stance with a feminist issue.  They fol-
lowed traditional gender roles as support-
ers of husbands and families, and struggled 
over the fact that they might not have suf-
ficiently defended the society that raised 
them. 
     Yet, these women stepped out of tradi-
tional gender roles in several ways.  In the 
church they challenged restrictions set by 
male leaders.  In society the found new 
ways to volunteer their services, add to the 
workforce, and meet family obligations.  
Their choices to oppose the war, question 
government dictums, and defy societal 

expectations were clearly 
nontraditional.  Further, CPS 
work and travel broadened 
their social contacts, and 
sparked interest in causes such 
as gender equity, racial justice, 
and antiwar activism.  Para-
doxically, many women from 
separatist traditions emerged 
from CPS more open to the 
world.  Their legacy lies in 
their children, some of whom 
resisted the Vietnam War, in 

the questioning of dominant social values, 
in the debates today “about the status of 
women and men in a democratic, milita-
rized society”  (10), and in the pacifist 
subculture that persists in America 60 
years after WWII.  
     The book is 
well researched, 
thoroughly docu-
ment ed ,  and 
clearly wri tten, 
with helpful tables 
and thirty photo-
graphs.  This book 
highlights a narrow 
sampling of WWII 
w o m en ,  b u t 
Goossen has 
opened many 
doors for further 
research.  Scholars 
need also to study 
the women of men 
who went to 
prison, and of men 
who chose non-
combatant service.  
Further, pacifist 
women of WWI, 
the Korean War 
and the Vietnam 
War need similar 
study.  Scholars 
and laypersons 

Rachel Waltner Goossen is a pro-
fessor at Washburn University 

interested in American History, World 
War II, gender and peacemaking will ap-
preciate this book. 
 
John Derksen is Assistant Professor of 
Conflict Resolution Studies at Menno 
Simons College in Winnipeg, MB, and a 
board member of Project Peacemakers. 
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tional Academy (GWIA) made possi-
ble by GROOTS International 
(Grassroots Organizations Operating 
Together in Sisterhood) and the Huai-
rou Commission, organized women 
from 33 countries. This Academy was 
deliberate; one week prior to the 
WUF3, women around the world gath-
ered together for several reasons. It 
was a time to encourage one another, 
network and share creative projects 
and methods developed by urban and 
rural grassroots women’s groups re-
gionally, nationally and internation-
ally.  
     It was also a time to think strategi-
cally about how they would present 
their communities, their successes and 
capabilities to the rest of the world at 
the WUF3. Many of these women 
were speaking on behalf of thousands 
from their home communities where 
significant changes are being made. 
Grassroots women are creating change 
with little financial means, many set-
backs and often persecution; they are 
advocating for self-representation of 
their learned and experienced knowl-
edge and skills. They don’ t want to be 
consulted, they want to be partners. 
     As we listened, talked and laughed 
together it was clear that these women 
have so many answers to the unjust 
and unmerciful lives they know. Their 
knowledge and methods are astound-
ing. You will discover so many an-
swers to peace for our Canadian cities 

A city is not at peace when its citizens 
are poor and struggling to access basic 
shelter, clean water and sanitation.  
These challenges are experienced 
around the world and much of it is due 
to rapid urbanization. Half of the 
world’s population is urbanized, and 
this number is expected to reach two 
thirds in 50 years. Globally, this is our 
problem. The previously mentioned 
challenges are met with many other 
obstacles; crumbling infrastructure, 
smog and social exclusion are a few 
more concerns to add to our list of 
issues associated with rapidly growing 
cities. Together, many people from 
both north and south are looking for 
solutions to these detrimental prob-
lems. 
     The world met this summer (June 
19-26 in Vancouver at an international 
UN-Habitat event on urban sustain-
ability. The World Urban Forum III 
(WUF3) saw over 10 000 people from 
around the world talking about rapid 
urbanization. I had the opportunity to 
attend the forum, and one week prior 
to the WUF3, I discovered an answer 
to peace in urbanity. I suppose that I 
always held this solution, but it was 
just reiterated to me in the most fan-
tastic and comprehensive way. I met 
grassroots women from around the 
world. 
     The Grassroots Women’s Interna-

By Becky Thiessen 
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if you listen and learn from Farhia, 
founder of the Somali Women & 
Children Network in Toronto or Faye 
in Edmonton, from the Institute for 
the Advancement of Aboriginal 
women or Arlene who runs the Yel-
lowknife Women’s Centre.  
     I also listened to Elena from the 
Slovak Republic, who directs the Slo-
vak Mother’s Centre and Quazi from 
Bangladesh who advocates for the 
Participatory Development Action 
Program. I talked to Ndinini from 
Tanzania about the Maasai Women 
Development Organization and heard 
stories from Mirelle director of the 
Ntankah Village Women Common 
Initiative Group in Cameroon. As I 
laughed with Lana from the Sistern 
Theatre Collective in Jamaica, I knew 
that I barely even needed to attend the 
WUF3; I had learned far more than I 
expected from my trip to Vancouver. 
The women from this Academy went 
on to voice their concerns at the 
WUF3; they were empowered and 
powerful. 
     Grassroots women hold powerful 
solutions because they experience 
urban issues more vulnerably, authen-
tically and realistically than many of 
the world’s decision makers. It is 
with high hopes that we entreat these 
decision makers to seek out the wis-
dom and action of grassroots women. 
Talk to a woman walking downtown 
pushing a stroller with a broken 
wheel on an unshoveled snowy side-
walk, riding the overcrowded bus or 
paying unjust rent for a dilapidated 
house and she will give you insight 
that you will never find from the tree-
tops. She will give you keys to a 
more peace-full city. 
     For more information regarding 
the aforementioned organizations 
please visit www.groots.org and 
www.huairou.org 
 
Becky Thiessen works as Communi-
cations Coordinator for the UN Plat-
form for Action Committee (UNPAC), 
Please visit www.unpac.ca for more 
information and learn about UN-
PAC’s free, fun and dynamic Gender 
Budget workshops across Manitoba.  
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Project Peacemakers 
News and Upcoming Events 
 
Toy Store Inspections 
If interested, please let us know! 
 
Sing for Peace 
November 12 at Crescent Fort Rouge 
United Church 2:00 pm. Tickets avail-
able at Project Peacemakers’ office. 
 
Project Ploughshares 30th Anniversary 
Nov. 9-10, 2006 
Project Ploughshares, our parent or-
ganization, is celebrating its 30th anni-
versary this year. Congratulations and 
thanks for your continued peacework.  
 
4th Global Justice Film Fest ival 
Nov. 3 and 4, University of Winnipeg 
See www.globaljusticefilmfestival.ca 
 for more information. 
 
Red River Co-op 
Please consider buying your gas from 
Red River Co-op, using the Project 
Peacemakers member number: 
115339.  We receive several hundred 
dollars a year this way.  Thanks to 
everyone who supports us through 
Co-op purchases. 
 
Peace Library Internet Registration 
Visit our fully-functional, updated 
peace library catalogue at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org and reg-
ister yourself.  Registration is needed to 
hold, renew, and sign out items. 
 
Peace Projections Volume # Change 
Somewhere in the early 1990’s the 
volume number was incorrectly used 
and followed.  We are now reverting 

back to the sequence begun 
when we first starting publish-
ing in 1985.  Thus, this will 
issue will be Vol. 22, not 16.  
We now also have an ISSN 
number:   ISSN 1718-4258   

�5�B�L�F���M�P�D�B�M���B�D�U�J�P�O�������K�P�J�O���V�T�� 
To get involved in Project Peacemakers, 
come by our office or give us a call. 
Presently we have about 250 members.  
Membership includes a subscription to 
Peace Projections and input into the 
organization’s programs and activities.  
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two 
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional.  Tax receipts are given for funds 
received over $10.  The work of peace-
making is important and exciting.  Please 
join us in this endeavour.  Invite your 
friends as well. 

Donations and Memberships 
When mailing cheques to Project 
Peacemakers, please write in the 
memo line if it is a membership re-
newal, donation or both. 
 
Corrections 
• In the last issue (Vol. 22, No. 2, p. 7) 
the correct co-author for the Creating 
a Culture of Peace  Senior Years re-
source should read Harold Neufeld. 

 

A Note From Derr ick 
After three and a quarter years as Program 
Coordinator, I’m moving on to do a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Peace Studies at the Uni-
versity of Bradford, in England.  It is 
quite hard to leave this position, as it is 
certainly the most meaningful and chal-
lenging job I have ever had.  I want to 
especially thank all our members who 
continue to come out to our events and 
work hard to create a more peaceful 
world.  A big thanks to our volunteers, 
who work so tirelessly with everything we 
do, and to the board and finance commit-
tee, who care so much about this organi-
zation and put their heart and soul into 
peace work.  I hope to see you all again, 
and thank you for your kind words as I 
prepare for another stage of life. 
 
A Note From L isa, Mya, and Kar in 
The three of us are struggling to juggle 
other jobs, studies, and very full lives in 
order to try to fill a job description that 
Derrick has been expanding for three 
years. Although there are many chal-
lenges involved, we are all excited about 
the opportunity to live out our passions 
for peace through employment at Project 
Peacemakers. We ask for patience, feed-
back, continued commitment and support 
(financial or volunteer!) during  this time. 
Office hours will be intermittent, but we 
will try our best to return emails and 
phone calls within a week of receiving 
them.  There will usually be someone in 
the office Thursday mornings and all day 
Monday.  
     We are also seeking volunteers for our 
Finance and Program Committees. Please 
contact Diane Cooper at 453.8957. 
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By Gordon Matties  
This summer I read two pieces that 
convinced me to take some small 
steps forward in caring for creation: 
Tim Flannery’s book The Weather 
Makers: How We are Changing the 
Climate and What it Means for Life 
on Earth, and Jim Hansen’s short 
article, “The Threat to the Planet”  
(The New York Review, July 13, 
2006, pp. 12-16). Hansen writes, 
“Our children, grandchildren, and 
many more generations will bear the 
consequences of choices that we 
make in the next few years.”  
     There is hardly a current newspa-
per or magazine that doesn’ t include a 
piece on the environmental issues we 
face. It seems to me that earth-care is 
an indispensable dimension of peace-
making. In addition to teaching a 
course at Canadian Mennonite Uni-
versity called “Creation, Environment 
and the Bible”  and moving towards 
selling both our cars and finding a 
hybrid vehicle (and increasing bicycle 
and public transit usage), I have be-
come connected with theological 
earth-care in another way.  
     I am involved in planning a major 
conference at CMU called “The Good 
Life on God’s Good Earth: A Crea-
tion Care Conference.”  Steven 
Bouma-Prediger will be in Winnipeg 
participating in the conference as one 
of the keynote speakers. Other key-
note speakers include August Konkel 
(Providence College), Gordon Zerbe 
(CMU), and Peter Harris (A Rocha) 
In addition, a variety of workshop 
presenters will address topics ranging 
from “Species at Risk”  to “Doxology 
and Ecology.” . 
     The Good Life on God©s Good 
Earth will be at CMU (500 Shaftes-
bury Blvd) from Sept. 29-30, with 
optional field trips on Friday and 
Sunday. For more information, please 
visit www.cmu.ca/creation_care.html 
   
Gordon Matties is Associate Profes-
sor of Biblical Studies and Theology 
at CMU. He is deeply involved with 
Seeing is Believing, a monthly series 
that involves films, faith, discussion, 
and dinner. 


