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Over the past decade, in addition to 
the conflict resolution and mediation 
work that I do in Winnipeg, I have 
been involved in various peacebuild-
ing endeavours in a number of coun-
tries in Asia. In several of those 
countries it is illegal to meet together 
to talk about peace initiatives.   In 
some countries, just having it known 
that you are a peace activist may put 
your life at risk. Yet, all around the 
world, commit-
ted, active people 
are meeting and 
talking and plan-
ning for a world 
that enables each 
person to work, 
live and love. 
     One of the 
projects that I’ve been involved in 
over the past 6 years is the Mindanao 
Peacebuilding Institute in Davao, 
Philippines. This institute attracts 
peace workers, development workers 
and community organizers from 
around south and south-east Asia. 
     Within each class we often have 
students representing 12 countries, 
even more cultural groups and a 
number of languages. At times we 
struggle to find a common language 
with which to communicate. On one 
occasion I was asked to speak using 
only one syllable words.  If you have 
ever tried to talk about a complex, 
heart wrenching topic in such a  
manner, you understand the chal-
lenge I faced. Needless to say, I 
pushed it to two syllable words. 
     At the Peacebuilding Institute we 
explore content on conflict, its im-

pacts on our lives and communities, 
and strategies for working within 
those dynamics. The classroom be-
comes a diverse microcosm in which 
we practice our skills.   
     One particular year, we had a 
young woman from the Philippine 
military in the class.  Initially, the 
group was quite wary of speaking 
about their lives with someone from 
the military within hearing distance.  
They wondered if she could be 
trusted to support the people’s strug-

gles for peace when 
many times it was the 
military that exacer-
bated the difficulties in 
their lives. 
     Eventual ly there 
was a turning point in 
the group as they real-

ized that she was truly struggling 
with how she contributed to the 
stress in communities.  We had some 
very open and frank conversations 
and on the last day she confided that 
she didn’ t know how she was going 
to return to her unit.  How were her 
new questions going to be received 
in that context?  How can we support 
people in the midst of similar dilem-
mas? 
     After the December tsunami, 
many of our participants came from 
Aceh, Indonesia, the area hardest hit 
in Indonesia.  Their biggest chal-
lenge was not simply the restoration 
of people’s homes and lives, but 
their safety from conflicts that tore 
them apart as various agencies, gov-
ernment units and local groups seek-
ing autonomy fought for their alle-
giance in the midst of many other 

issues in the region. How, they 
asked, can the aid agencies learn to 
get along in a time when each is 
looking for recognition and support?  
Can we even model the possibilities 
for hope in the region?  Many of the 
community workers from that con-
text were extremely disillusioned in 
the aftermath of the tsunami. 
     A significant story of hope 
emerged for me this year. A student 
that I had had in class last year was 
searching for a way to make a sig-
nificant impact on the peace work in 
his region.  He spent long hours after 
class in deep conversation with many 
people in the institute to gather ideas 
of best practice and inspiration.  
     Upon returning this year, he 
called me up and asked me to come 
by his home. My student and his 
partner had just opened up a peace 
café – a café designed to encourage 
people of various perspectives to 
come together to talk, to build rela-
tionships where there had been fear, 
and to build partnerships where there 
had been barriers. In addition to the 
peace café, they had already trained 
several people to run various peace 
education modules and had become a 
place where people of struggle from 
the mountains could find safety and 
support in their life’s work. 
     At times, listening to the news, 
hearing stories of pain, one can be-
come discouraged and wonder if the 
human race is making some headway 
towards peace and co-operation.  
Everywhere I have travelled, though, 
there are pockets of people who 
don’ t give up and keep looking 
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By Wendy Kroeker 

See “ Inspiration”  on  page 4 

All around the world, com-
mitted, active people are 
meeting and talking and 
planning for a world that 
enables each person to 
work, live and love. 
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Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of Pro-
ject Peacemakers.  Project Peacemakers, the Winni-
peg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an ecumenical 
body of Christians whose goal is to empower people 
of faith and the larger community to respond to 
Christ’s call to be peacemakers, to work for justice 
and the integrity of creation. 
 
Your submissions are welcome.  Please send them to 
our office.  For more information on any of the 
stories, call the office.   
We encourage you to work for peace.  A good way 
to start is to become a member of Project Peacemak-
ers. See page eight. 
Editor :  Karin Kliewer       (ISSN 1718-4258) 

Canada’s Role in Nor th Amer ica 
By Ginny Twomey 
  
 I only recently discovered that the 
Government of Canada has, since 
2004, been engaging Canadians’  
participation in discussion of foreign 
policy topics on the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade website. Topics so far are De-
mocracy Promotion, Nuclear Non-
proliferation, Small Arms and Disar-
mament, Geopolitics and Demogra-
phy, Failed and Fragile States, 
Showcasing Canadian Culture and 
Know-How Abroad, Security And 
Renewing Multilateral Institutions.  
     The next topic is Canada’s Role 
in North America, for eDiscussion 
from Sept.24-Nov.30. 
Five questions have been posted that 
relate to the relationships between 
Canada, Mexico, and the U.S, and 
the potential for regional cooperation 
between these countries.  
     Resources will be posted shortly 
to support participation in the discus-
sion. All are welcome to participate. 
All past topics, including the eDis-
cussion, questions, resources and 
departmental responses are available 
for review. 
     US Relations is one of the topics 
we had identified in our list of for-
eign policy topics for discussion this 
fall. It seems timely to expand this to 
include relations with Mexico as 
well. The newspapers have been full 
of stories about the Security and 
Prosperity Partnership between the 
three countries and the real concerns 
many citizens have about the secrecy 
surrounding some of the work. This 
is an opportunity to learn and to par-
ticipate in influencing Canada’s For-
eign Policy in this area. 
     The website can be found at 
http://www.international.gc.ca. Fol-
low the links from this homepage to 
Canada in the World and then click 
on Policy eDiscussions to voice your 
opinions. 
 
Feel free to share with us ways in 
which you make your voice heard. 

By Margaret Mayer 

The Pugwash Conference has done 
more than any other organization to 
discuss nuclear war and get rid of 
nuclear weapons.  
     Its first gathering 
was in Pugwash, 
Nova Scotia, in 1957. 
Many luminary scien-
tists belonged to this 
group, such as Cyrus 
Eaton, Joseph Rotblat, 
Bertrand Russell, and 
Albert Einstein. Other 
scientists also worked 
tirelessly implement-
ing important treaties 
for nuclear disarma-
ment – the NPT (Non 
Proliferation Treaty), 
the ABM (Anti Ballis-
tic Missile 
T r eat y ) , 
the  CTBT 
(Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty), 
the limited TBT (Test Ban Treaty), 
etc. 
     Even before Mikhail Gorbechev 
became president, Russian scientists 
were deeply concerned about nu-
clear dangers, but could not attend 
the Pugwash Conference until Beria 
(the Director of the Soviet Secret 
Police)’s death in 1953.  
     After this, Mr. Gorbechev, a 
physicist, and other influential peo-
ple in the Soviet Union actively pro-
moted nuclear disarmament and 
human values at Pugwash. Recently 
for its 50th anniversary, former Rus-
sian president Mikhail Gorbechev 
sent an email to Pugwash addressing 
international disarmament experts, 

urging them to find ways to elimi-
nate nuclear weapons and prevent an 
arms race in space. 
     Now 190 world states are still 
asked to forego or get rid of nuclear 

weapons. Some states 
flout the obligations, 
some ignore the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). In addi-
tion to this, nuclear 
weapons states continue 
to modernize their pro-
grams, and NATO’s nu-
clear membership is 
growing. 
     The Canadian Pug-
wash Group, under 
Douglas Roche’s leader-
ship, is steadfastly press-
ing NATO to get rid of 
its nuclear weapons. In 

addition, he 
is advocating 
for the re-

moval of all fissile material (used to 
make weapons) everywhere.  
     Even though we are not a nuclear 
weapons state, Canada is involved 
with these issue, as we continue to 
sell uranium to the nuclear industry. 
     The use of Depleted Uranium has 
also become a Weapon of Mass De-
struction in the eyes of many scien-
tists. It hardens metal to make tanks 
and arrowheads impervious and 
strong. Radiation from DU causes 
cancer, gross birth defects, and many 
other serious mental and physical 
illnesses. 
     Robert Oppenheimer, the father 
of the American A-bomb, called it 
the “Destroyer of Worlds” . Since its 
invention a nuclear holocaust has 
become even more possible, more 
frightening and more ominous. 
 
Margaret Mayer is an active member 
of Project Peacemakers and Veter-
ans Against Nuclear Arms (VANA). 
For more information on the Pug-
wash Conference and its importance, 
visit www.pugwash.org. 
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Biography of Joseph Rotblat: co-recipient (with the 
Pugwash Conferences) of the 1995 Nobel prize 
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really are concerning what Pauingassi 
needs.  
     I have found this attitude is impor-
tant in order to develop sensitivity 
towards people who are different than 
I am. This attitude will silence us and 
lead us into a place of awe, respect, 
and curiosity, rather than into a place 
where we are making assumptions that 
cause us to shake our heads in despair 
within our own community, far away 
from the heartbeat of a different place. 
This latter attitude becomes violent 
when our unending pity for Pauingassi 
leads to a dominating feeling of low 
self esteem and poor self image 
among the people themselves. This 
has happened and continues to hap-
pen. 
     In light of this, it is important for 
us who are not aboriginal to withhold 

�(�P���B�T���B���.�V�U�F�������&�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�T���J�O���1�B�V�J�O�H�B�T�T�J��
     Pauingassi First Nation is a vi-
brant community which is tightly 
and intimately connected. Many 
things about this community are hard 
to understand, and as an outsider it is 
easy to see only negative things. But 
during my short times there, I have 
encountered people who share what-
ever they have with each other. They 
help each other raise their children. I 
have seen a community that knows 
how to have fun. They have baseball 
tournaments al l  summer, f loor 
hockey tournaments during the win-
ter which can last for days, and 
moose hunting derbies in the fall.  
     I have seen a spiritual community 
where members of the church will 
kneel in prayer for the healing of one 
of its members. I have seen young 
people bringing ducks and moose 

Pauingassi First Nation is a reserve 
located on the east side of Lake Win-
nipeg roughly 300 km northeast of 
Winnipeg, as the otter flies.  
      Many of you will already know 
where Pauingassi is, because you 
have been reading the paper. And 
you may know a lot of other things 
about Pauingassi. You may know 
that 98% of adults are alcoholics, 
80% of youths sniff gas, 50% of kids 
are away from the community in 
foster homes, 20% of youth suffer 
from Fetal Alcohol Effects.  
     Plus, you may know about the 
history of corruption among the band 
leaders, about the three violent 
deaths that have happened within the 
last year, and you would know this 

By Luke Enns 

Blueberry Season in Pauingassi.  

because you have read it 
all. This information 
paints a complete pic-
ture for you, and it does-
n’ t look good. You may 
feel pity for this commu-
nity. 
     I have visited Pauin-
gassi a few times over 
the last year. In July of 
2006 I traveled to Pauin-
gassi for the first time 
and I stayed for three 
months. I was complet-
ing a practicum as part 
of my studies in Interna-
tional Development dur-
ing this time. Since then 
I have visited there three 
more times, twice over 

our judgment on Pauin-
gassi; to fight the feelings 
of hopeless pity, and to 
reject the urge to jump in 
and be a “savior”  of the 
situation. Pauingassi is 
full of capable people 
who know God, and who 
are slowly building their 
broken identities. 
     If you want to help in 
this process of growing, 

then I urge you to 
become truly engaged 
with this community. 
Perhaps you should 
visit them. Don’ t go, 
however, expecting to 
distribute happiness 
that isn’ t already 

meat for the old people who are un-
able to hunt. I have seen two to three 
families washing their hair in the 
lake together and laughing the whole 
time. I have seen happy kids. The 
place of Pauingassi is a community 
with celebrations and hardships, just 
the same and just as unique as any 
community. 
     Pauingassi and its people are very 
foreign to me, as I am a non-
aboriginal. It is important to remem-
ber how little we have in common 
with them, and how silly our guesses 

the winter and once this past July for 
a couple of weeks. 
     I have experienced enough of this 
community to know that there is still 
much to learn about the uniqueness 
of these people and this place. I 
have, however, seen enough to know 
that it is nowhere near the hell that it 
is described to be. Yes, the recent 
deaths have actually happened, and 
the staggering statistics seem fairly 
accurate.  However, these things do 
not sum up the whole of the reality 
of this community. 

there. Go as a friend. Go as a mute. 
Use your eyes. Learn as much as you 
can and try to see the whole picture. 
You will see it is much different than 
what you may casually in the morn-
ing news.   
 
Luke Enns is a recent graduate of 
CMU. 
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come a nuclear power until an invisi-
ble point is reached when, for what-
ever reason, a sudden rush might 
occur of multiple states trying to get 
nuclear armed and deployed as rap-
idly as possible. The threat could 
result from regional animosities and 
power imbalances, connections to 
terrorism, or a sense that too many 
states are now nuclear-armed, and its 
better to get in the game before it is 
too late. 
     So the question is, if this night-
mare scenario occurs, how will states 
relate to each other? Will deterrence 
hold in such a situation of global and 
regional animosities, intertwined in 
complex ways of extended deter-
rence to non-nuclear allies, as nu-
clear-armed states of different relig-
ions, styles of government, wealth, 
and personal leadership?  
     How might the international sys-
tem, such as the UN and all its agen-
cies and bodies, respond? Does the 
nuclear taboo still hold influence? 
Are nuclear strategies still bound to 
Cold War thinking?  Will a nuclear 
conflict in a small region escalate 
globally? 
     If these questions are explored 
now, better decisions and tactics may 
be used in a multi-faceted effort of 
controlling nuclear materials and 
weapons, reducing the “need”  for 
nuclear weapons and energy (as well 
as the numbers of warheads), and 
eliminating nuclear weapons, and 
just maybe nuclear energy as well. 
 
  Derrick Martens was Program Co-
ordinator of Project Peacemakers 
from 2003-2006 and is currently 
studying in the United Kingdom. 
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I am finishing up my Master’s in 
International Politics and Security 
Studies in the University of Brad-
ford’s Peace Studies Department.  
My dissertation looks at how nuclear 
weapon proliferation occurs and what 
international security might be like if 
there is widespread nuclear prolifera-
tion in the future.  
     Peace groups tend to focus on 
nuclear disarmament and many gov-
ernments work hard on blocking ille-
gal shipments of nuclear material and 
technology. Nuclear weapon states, 
and non-nuclear states to a lesser 
degree, use a combination of threats 
and diplomacy (Iran, North Korea, 
and Libya are recipients across this 
spectrum) to discourage new states 
from joining the “nuclear club.”    

     But what is not being discussed 
much is what will happen if there is a 
sudden rush to weaponize. Perhaps 
everyone is in denial that this is a real 
possibility. 
     The concept of “ tipping point”  
illustrates one theory. As more and 
more states develop nuclear energy 
capacities (due to scarce resources or 
as a response to global warming) 
their governments can secretly decide 
to hedge their bets by building up the 
technological expertise to rapidly use 
weapons-grade uranium and pluto-
nium from research and power reac-
tors, if necessary. Their goal would 
be to shorten the lead time from a 
decision to “go nuclear”  to having a 
ready warhead and a method to de-
liver it. This period of uncertainty, 
before the weapon is ready, is when 
they are most vulnerable to interna-
tional outrage, sanctions, and pre-
emptive strikes. 
     Every few years a state may be-

By Derrick Martens 

ahead.  My journey has been en-
riched and inspired through those 
connections. 
 
Wendy Kroeker is a member of  Pro-
ject Peacemakers’  board. 

Continued from page 1 

�*�O�T�Q�J�S�B�U�J�P�O��

What is not being discussed 
much is what will happen if 
there is a sudden rush to 
weaponize. Perhaps every-
one is in denial that this is a 
real possibility. 
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one is innocent 100% of the time and 
this is a scary thing. 
     The heavier question, however, is 
where these fears will lead us, or what 
our fears will cause us to do. There are 
so many directions in which these an-
swers can lead us. The most obvious 
directions are to either keep fearing for 

only ourselves (our families, 
our country, our religion, our 
race, etc), or to expand these 
fears to cover the wellbeing 
of all humanity; our sisters, 
brothers, mothers, fathers, 
daughters, and sons all over 

the earth. If this happens, 
our fears can actually be 
constructive. 
     If we keep being fear-
full for only our own 
lives, we will continue 
contributing to an un-
healthy climate of insta-
bility and mistrust. It takes 
a lot more bravery to re-
fuse to retaliate – we often 

tell this to children if they are being 
bullied but somehow cannot learn this 
lesson ourselves. 
     While reading about the events of 
August 6 and 9, 1945, I read a state-
ment by Iwasa Mikiso, one of many 
Hibakusha (people affected by the 
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and/or 
Nagasaki). In it he wrote “Please listen 
[us], who have overcome [our] hatred 
and have been calling for ‘no more 
Hiroshima or Nagasaki”  instead of 
“ retaliation” . 
     These survivors have chosen a diffi-
cult road, and have expanded their 
fears to be not only for themselves or 
for other Hibakusha. Instead, they fear 
for all humanity, and are working dili-
gently for peace. 
     Iwasa Mikiso lived through this 
horrible event and overcame feelings 
of revenge and resentment to give us 
this message. It is up to us to listen and 
to urge others to listen as well. 
 
Karin Kliewer is a program Coordina-
tor at Project Peacemakers. 

one time in the past is not easy to 
find...A being who has not been your 
father...your brother...your sister... 
your son...your daughter at one time 
in the past is not easy to find.”  
     The realization that we are all part 
of a global family causes one to think 
differently about what security really 

means. As the number of nuclear 
weapon states grows, as the threat of 
nuclear war remains in the back of our 
minds, and as countries’  nuclear war-

fare capacities 
increase, some-
how we do not 
feel increas-
ingly secure. A 
more inverse 
relationship is 
at work, as too 
much power 
rests in the 
hands of too 
few. 
     Two ques-
tions prevail. 
First: “Why are 
we so scared?” 
I believe we are 
scared because 
deep in our 
subconscious, 
we know we 
are part of the 
hate-and-war 
syndrome. No 
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On August 6, people gathered to 
remember the loss of human lives as 
a result of the two nuclear bombs 
that were dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in 1945. The following are 
a few personal thoughts that 
stemmed from reading 
done prior to this event. 
     One of the common 
arguments in favour of 
nuclear weapons revolves 
around the issue of secu-
rity. Understandably, we 
want our homes and fami-
lies to be safe and many 
feel that nuclear threats, or 
the presence of a bigger 
arsenal than anyone else 
(commonly referred to as 
nuclear blackmail) will 
ensure that security. 
     Of course, there is 
much fodder to counter 
this argument. The Matta 
Sutra, a Buddhist teaching, 
seems to be a very fitting response to 
the idea that the potential to destroy 
brings security. It states that “ a be-
ing who has not been your mother at 

By Karin Kliewer��

Part icipants in the August 6th Lanterns for Peace ceremony 
float homemade lanterns in the Memorial Park fountains.   
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Peter Brock, ed.  ‘These Strange 
Criminals’:  An Anthology of Prison 
Memoirs by Conscientious Objectors 
from the Great War to the Cold War.  
University of Toronto Press, 2004.  
Book Review By John Derksen 

This brilliant book gathers together 
prison memoirs of 29 conscientious 
objectors (COs) from six countries 
over a span of 70 years. The editor, 
Peter Brock, is himself a British WW 
II CO. The book falls into three 
parts: WWI, WWII, and the Cold 
War, which includes the Korean War 
and the Vietnam War.  The COs hail 
from Britain, Canada, New Zealand, 
Australia, the USA and East Ger-
many. The chronological order of 
prison memoirs provides a sense of 
flow, and the wide range of writers 
ensures diversity.  
     These memoirs cast light on im-
portant questions: Why does one 
wil l ingly give up one’ s free-
dom?  When should one compromise 
one’s principles? What good is it to 
be absolutely faithful to one’s ide-
als? In a society or world run by vio-
lence, what contribution does princi-
pled pacifism make? Questions also 
arise about the writers: Are they bit-
ter or do they have an inner 
peace? Has anger skewed their vi-
sion? (xiii). 
     Educated, politically aware and 
articulate, these writers record their 
responses to incarceration.  George 
Ewan of England maintains a happy 
disposition (62-80). Archibald Bax-
ter of New Zealand writes with quiet 
dignity (103-124). Kathleen Wigham 
of England expresses shock at penal 
justice (243-259). Stephen Hobhouse 
of England denounces with righteous 
rage (15-27). David Miller of the 
USA outlines strategies to resist 
(464-487). Ian Hamilton of New 
Zealand shows contempt with bitter 
humour (263-296). 
     With amazing consistency the 
writers agree on prison’s essential 
character. We read of physical trials, 
but the writers place much more fo-
cus on the psychological hardship, 
and the effects of incarceration upon 
the prisoner’s spiritual, mental, and 

social health. They write of unrelent-
ing surveillance, the loss of self-
determination, the demoralization of 
sol i tary conf inement, the strip 
searches, the poor diet and lack of 
medical attention, and the pressure to 
accept a convict identity. The prison 
staff or “screws”  are a major source 
of this degradation. With insight the 
writers analyze the prisoner-screw 
relationship, and spotlight the per-
sonal and institutional power imbal-
ances. 
     Across great temporal and geo-
graphical distance the writers agree: 
the prison experience is a spirit-
breaking loss of freedom and auton-
omy to absolute, dominating power. 
The scars are deep and lasting. Some 
narrators write while in prison; oth-
ers write up to 60 years after being 
imprisoned.  Either way resentment 
remains (xi-xii, 432). 
     These memoirs are unique 
because these prisoners refused to 
let their identity be reshaped into 
that of the convicted crimi-
nal. Unlike most criminals, they 
take the moral and intellectual 
high ground.  From there they 
hurl condemnation upon the staff, the 
prison system, 
and the society 
that i mpri s-
ons. The lack of 
remorse or guilt 
is clear. Says J. 
K . Osborne: 
“Four years of 
my life for re-
fusing to kill?”  
(449). Adds 
Peter Brock: “ I 
was rather proud 
of my status”  
(201-2). 
     What contri-
butions do these 
memoirs make? 
According to 
cr i mi nol ogi st 
Robert Gaucher, 
first, they offer 
much informa-
tion. Second, 
they engender 

new research questions for scholars. 
Third, they offer relevant political 
and moral commentary for our age of 
mass imprisonment. Fourth, they 
reaffirm the indictment of prison as a 
tool of dehumanization. The concepts 
they articulate are often 50 years 
ahead of their time. For example, the 
argument that prison is a proven fail-
ure became established only in the 
1970s. But already in 1917 Stephen 
Hobhouse concluded that prison 
“succeeds only in creating the delin-
quent, hardening criminality and en-
suring recidivism”  (x, xiii). Finally, 
these memoirs bear witness to the 
vitality of the human spirit.    
     This book is superb. The excerpts 
are well chosen. The introductions 
and additional notes are scholarly and 
restrained. But between the lines, fed 
by the content of the memoirs them-
selves, the book oozes passion. Says 
Gaucher, “Brock rescues these voices 
from the dustbin of history and gives 
them new life”  (xii). 
 
John Derksen is Assistant Professor 
of Conflict Resolution Studies at 
Menno Simons College, and  is on 
Project Peacemakers’  board.. 
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one of her communities and mem-
bers. 
     While we at MCC do not have a 
perfect history, we are proud of our 
beginnings in responding to the 
needs in the Soviet Union, of the 
long standing presence of MCC in 
Palestine, of the call for peace in 
Vietnam and now in Iraq and Iran. 
We are proud of our HIV/AIDS pro-
grams, and we are constantly encour-
aged by our relationship with the 
churches in Colombia, Zimbabwe, 
and throughout the world. 
     Today, as we learn more of the 

problems resulting from globaliza-
tion, we are learning to ask new 
questions. How are our lives in the 
US and Canada contributing to the 
problems of violence and poverty 
throughout the world?  Do we have a 
prophetic voice against the presence 
of the US in Iraq?  Are we support-
ing violence and poverty in Colom-
bia when we pay unfair prices for 
our coffee?  How are our lives con-
tributing to the environmental prob-
lems of the world?   
     More so, as we recognize how our 
lives are connected in good and bad 
ways to the lives of many around the 
world, we are again reminded that 
this very same violence and poverty 
we are working against around the 
world exists in our very own 
neighborhoods. 
     At MCC we are responding to 
these needs in many ways. In our 
Washington D.C. and Ottawa offices 
we continue to be a prophetic voice 
for peace by speaking up for those 
who have been marginalized by our 
economic systems and immigration 
policies. We continue to be a voice 
of peace for places like Iraq, Iran, 

Colombia, and Zimbabwe. We send 
workers to partner with people 
around the world in working on is-
sues of HIV/AIDS, water projects, 
peace advocacy and conflict transfor-
mation. 
     We are also looking at developing 
new ways of responding to these is-
sues. In my position at MCC, I’m 
working at developing a two-year 
service and learning program that 
will bring young people from around 
the world to work together on issues 
of peace and justice. These interna-
tional groups will spend significant 

time studying 
how their home 
communi ty is 
connected to the 
c o m m u n i t y 
where they are 
serving, and will 
prepare partici-
pants to bring 
that reality back 

to their local community.  
     It is our hope that as we connect 
the many realities in which people 
live to our own reality, we will better 
learn how to be advocates for each 
other, how to serve each other, and 
how to have a transformative global 
relationship that works for peace and 
justice. Our lives are already con-
nected, and it is our responsibility to 
recognize this connectedness, and to 
allow it to be a powerful and radical 
force of change in the world. 
 
 Dan Leonard is ... 

“When will we ever get over this 
neo-colonial model of develop-
ment?”  That’s the question I most 
often receive as I work at developing 
a new program for the Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC). It’ s a fair 
question. When looking at a history 
of the church “doing good things”  
it’s difficult not to become com-
pletely discouraged by the marriage 
of church and state that simultane-
ously brought the Bible with the gun.  
     In the church’s history the rela-
tionship with colonial governments 
was often blurred at best. As a result, 
many development models and prac-
tices coming out of “ the West”  have 
often been built within a neo-
colonial and ethnocentric worldview.   
     Unfortunately, both well and ill-
intentioned people have helped 
themselves more than others in the 
creation of a global economy. The 
realization was rarely made that the 
problems of violence and poverty 
were often a result of the presence of 
Westerners. And so attempts to 
reduce violence and pover ty by 
giving more of the Western wor ld 
has often only perpetuated the 
problem rather  than reduced it. 
     It’s a history we often are strug-
gling with at MCC. While there is 
certainly no shortage of horror sto-
ries in the clumsy attempts of being a 
global church, we often have to re-
mind ourselves that the history of the 
globalization of the church has had 
some powerfully good moments. If 
we think of St. Francis, Dorothy 
Day, Henri Nouwen, Oscar Romero, 
Mother Teresa, and Christian Peace-
maker Teams (to name a few) we are 
quickly reminded of the many com-
munities in our church history who 
have been a prophetic voice against 
injustice, war, oppression, and com-
placency.  
     And as we see the many ways that 
the church has responded to the 
needs of the world, we quickly real-
ize that the church has in many ways 
been fighting an internal battle of 
good and evil that cuts through every 
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By Dan Leonard 

If we think of St. Francis, Dorothy Day, Henri 
Nouwen, Oscar Romero, Mother Teresa, and 
Christian Peacemaker Teams (to name a few) 
we are quickly reminded of the many communi-
ties in our church history who have been a pro-
phetic voice against injustice, war, oppression, 
and complacency.  
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Project Peacemakers
News and Upcoming Events
 
October 4-13 Keep Space for Peace 
Week 
 
November 11 Sing for Peace Con-
cert. 
 
November 17 Annual Toy Store In-
spections. Stay tuned for more info. 
 
We still want your feedback!
Remember that we welcome Letters 
to the Editor. Please make your opin-
ions known! Submissions of 250 
words or less are welcome. Please 
include your name, phone number 
and email so that we may contact 
you.  
 
Red River Co-op 
Please consider buying your gas from 
Red River Co-op, using the Project 
Peacemakers member number: 
115339.  We receive several hundred 
dollars a year this way.  Thanks to 
everyone who supports us through 
Co-op purchases.
 
Peace Library Internet Registration
Visit our fully-functional, updated 
peace library catalogue at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org and reg-
ister yourself.  Registration is needed to 
hold, renew, and sign out items
 
Project Peacemakers
:ISSN 1718-4258  
 
Donations and Memberships
When mailing cheques to Project 

Peacemakers, please write in the 
memo line if it is a membership 
renewal, donation or both.
 
 
. 
 
 

�5�B�L�F���M�P�D�B�M���B�D�U�J�P�O�������K�P�J�O���V�T�� 
To get involved in Project Peacemakers, 
come by our office or give us a call. 
Presently we have about 250 members.  
Membership includes a subscription to 
Peace Projections and input into the 
organization’s programs and activities.  
Annual rates are: $25 for one year; $40 
for two years; $8 for low-income/
students; $35 for institutions.  Tax re-
ceipts are given for funds received over 
$10.  The work of peacemaking is impor-
tant and exciting.  Please join us in this 
endeavour, and invite your friends! 

 
 

 
September will be a month of transition 
at the Project Peacemakers office.  Karin 
Kliewer and Mya Wheeler have been 
volunteering in the office for the past 
year, sharing the roll of Program Coor-
dinator.  Mya and Karin are both mov-
ing on to new and exciting endeavours.  
We wish them all the best as they con-
tinue to  work to bring peace to the 
world in their own ways.   
 As of September 4th Kirsten Freed 
has stepped into the roll of Program 
Coordinator, as a placement through 
Mennonite Voluntary Service.  Kirsten 
is from London, Ontario, and thanks you 
all for your patience as she learns her 
away around a new job, as well as a new 
province! 
 
A Note from Mya 
The time has come to say goodbye. I  
leave on August 22nd to embark on an 
adventure to Northern China for one 
year where I will be teaching English. It 
has been a most amazing year of learn-
ing and growing for me working here at 
Project Peacemakers and I thank you all 
for this opportunity.  
     On a different note, the insert that 
arrived with your last newsletter enti-
tled, "Foreign Policy Questions for Con-
versation- Summer 2007," was the be-
ginning of an attempt to connect with all 
of you. Our goal is to become more 
informed voters who are comfortable 
participating in foreign policy issues. 
     Our goal does not include choosing a 
particular stance, but  allows for creative 
space where we can ask valuable ques-
tions.  Please look forward to notices 
about upcoming conversations! 
     I will keep in touch and welcome you 
to do the same.  Feel free to email Pro-
ject Peacemakers and they will forward 
it on to me. Blessings and Peace to all!    
-Mya Wheeler 
 
A Note from Kar in 
After a summer that saw me up to my 
elbows in files, office cleansing  duties 
and event planning, I will also be mov-
ing on. My passions for development 
and design are taking me back to school, 
where I am working towards my Mas-
ters in City Planning degree on Septem-
ber 4. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time at Project Peacemakers over the 
past year. I have learned so much and 
am thankful that my passions were fed 
here. Wish me luck as I join those Pem-
bina Highway bicycle commuters! 
-Karin Kliewer  
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Aggressive Clothing  
and Perceived Value  

On an errand at Wal-Mart I noticed 
men©s camouflage pants, and tried to 
learn more about how this craze 
comes about. The maker of $14 cam-
ouflage pants was the same as that of 
solid colour pants right next on the 
rack, of the same design and quality 
- but costing only $11. 
     To check for any possible trend - 
perhaps in stores serving mostly the 
poor, or among American-owned 
retailers, I visited Giant Tiger. They 
had civilianized camouflage shorts, 
originally $12.97, now reduced to 
$10; and comparable civilian shorts 
for $9.97. The original prices of both 
items were, again, different. In men©s 
pants, there was a camouflage model 
at $9.97, next to solid jeans at the 
same price.  
     I Moved on to The Bay, as a test 
to see whether the socioeconomic 
status of clientele was a factor. Here 
I found exercise shorts or swimming 
pants in military-like camouflage 
patterns at $45, next to civilian de-
signs of equivalent quality at $40.  
     In their long pants section, boys© 
camouflage and regular pants were 
reduced to the same price, and men©s 
camouflage as well as regular cargo 
pants were at the same price of $40. 
     While The Bay and presumably 
Wal-Mart are American-owned, the 
parent of Giant Tiger, the North 
West Company, is said to be Cana-
dian-owned. Their annual report, 
however, implies some foreign inves-
tors (possibly in Alaska, where they 
do northern retail business). 
     Although this may be scanty evi-
dence, it seems that camouflage 
clothing and its aggressive messages 
has a higher perceived value, in the 
street and on the rack.  
 

-Roger Belling 

Note: The letter(s) below express(es) 
the views of the contributor, which 
are not necessarily aligned with 
those of Project Peacemakers or 
Project Ploughshares.  
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Over the past decade, in addition to 
the conflict resolution and mediation 
work that I do in Winnipeg, I have 
been involved in various peacebuild-
ing endeavours in a number of coun-
tries in Asia. In several of those 
countries it is illegal to meet together 
to talk about peace initiatives. In 
some countries, just having it known 
that you are a peace activist may put 
your life at risk. Yet, all around the 
world, committed, active people are 
meeting and talking and planning for 
a world that enables each person to 
work, live and love. 
     One of the projects that I' ve been 
involved in over the past 6 years is 
the Mindanao Peacebuilding Insti-
tute in Davao, Philippines. This in-
stitute attracts peace workers, devel-
opment workers and community 
organizers from around south and 
south-east Asia. 
     Within each class we often have 
students representing 12 countries, 
even more cultural groups and a 
number of languages. At times we 
struggle to find a com-
mon language with 
which to communicate. 
On one occasion I was 
asked to speak using 
only one syllable words.  
If you have ever tried to 
talk about a complex, 
heart wrenching topic in 
such a  manner, you 
understand the challenge 
I faced. Needless to say, 
I pushed it to two sylla-
ble words. 
     At the Peacebuilding 

Institute we explore content on con-
flict, its impacts on our lives and 
communities, and strategies for 
working within those dynamics. The 
classroom becomes a diverse micro-
cosm in which we practice our skills.   
     One particular year, we had a 
young woman from the Philippine 
military in the class. Initially, the 

group was quite wary of speaking 
about their lives with someone from 
the military within hearing distance.  
They wondered if she could be 
trusted to support the people' s strug-
gles for peace when many times it 
was the military that exacerbated the 
difficulties in their lives. 
     Eventually there was a turning 
point in the group as they realized 

that she was truly struggling with 
how she contributed to the stress in 
communities. We had some very 
open and frank conversations and on 
the last day she confided that she 
didn' t know how she was going to 
return to her unit. How were her new 
questions going to be received in that 
context?  How can we support people 
in the midst of similar dilemmas? 
     After the December tsunami, 
many of our participants came from 
Aceh, Indonesia, the area hardest hit 
in Indonesia. Their biggest challenge 
was not simply the restoration of 
people' s homes and lives, but their 
safety from conflicts that tore them 
apart as various agencies, govern-
ment units and local groups seeking 
autonomy fought for their allegiance 
in the midst of many other issues in 
the region. How, they asked, can the 
aid agencies learn to get along in a 
time when each is looking for recog-
nition and support? Can we even 
model the possibilities for hope in 
the region? Many of the community 
workers from that context were ex-

tremely disillusioned 
in the aftermath of 
the tsunami. 
     A significant story 
of hope emerged for 
me this year. A stu-
dent that I had had in 
class last year was 
searching for a way 
to make a significant 
impact on the peace 
work in his region.  
He spent long hours 
after class in deep 
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By Wendy Kroeker 

See “ Inspirat ion”  on  p. 4 

All around the world, com-
mitted, active people are 
meeting and talking and 
planning for a world that en-
ables each person to work, 
live and love. 

P
hoto courtesy of W

endy K
roeker 

Students at the Mindanao Inst itute part icipat ing in a simulat ion act ivity 
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Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of Pro-
ject Peacemakers.  Project Peacemakers, the Winni-
peg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an ecumenical 
body of Christians whose goal is to empower people 
of faith and the larger community to respond to 
Christ' s call to be peacemakers, to work for justice 
and the integrity of creation. 
 
Your submissions are welcome.  Please send them to 
our office.  For more information on any of the 
stories, call the office.   
We encourage you to work for peace.  A good way 
to start is to become a member of Project Peacemak-
ers. See page eight. 
Editor :  Karin Kliewer       (ISSN 1718-4258) 

Canada’s Role in Nor th Amer ica 
By Ginny Twomey 
  
 I only recently discovered that the 
Government of Canada has, since 
2004, been engaging Canadians'  
participation in discussion of foreign 
policy topics on the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade website. Topics so far are De-
mocracy Promotion, Nuclear Non-
proliferation, Small Arms and Disar-
mament, Geopolitics and Demogra-
phy, Failed and Fragile States, 
Showcasing Canadian Culture and 
Know-How Abroad, Security And 
Renewing Multilateral Institutions.  
     The next topic is Canada' s Role 
in North America, for eDiscussion 
from Sept.24-Nov.30. 
Five questions have been posted that 
relate to the relationships between 
Canada, Mexico, and the U.S, and 
the potential for regional cooperation 
between these countries.  
     Resources will be posted shortly 
to support participation in the discus-
sion. All are welcome to participate. 
All past topics, including the eDis-
cussion, questions, resources and 
departmental responses are available 
for review. 
     US Relations is one of the topics 
we had identified in our list of for-
eign policy topics for discussion this 
fall. It seems timely to expand this to 
include relations with Mexico as 
well. The newspapers have been full 
of stories about the Security and 
Prosperity Partnership between the 
three countries and the real concerns 
many citizens have about the secrecy 
surrounding some of the work. This 
is an opportunity to learn and to par-
ticipate in influencing Canada' s For-
eign Policy in this area. 
     The website can be found at 
http://www.international.gc.ca. Fol-
low the links from this homepage to 
Canada in the World and then click 
on Policy eDiscussions to voice your 
opinions. 
 
Feel free to share with us ways in 
which you make your voice heard. 

By Margaret Mayer 

The Pugwash Conference has done 
more than any other organization to 
discuss nuclear war and get rid of 
nuclear weapons.  
     Its first gathering 
was in Pugwash, 
Nova Scotia, in 1957. 
Many luminary scien-
tists belonged to this 
group, such as Cyrus 
Eaton, Joseph Rotblat, 
Bertrand Russell, and 
Albert Einstein. Other 
scientists also worked 
tirelessly implement-
ing important treaties 
for nuclear disarma-
ment ± the NPT (Non 
Proliferation Treaty), 
the ABM (Anti Ballis-
tic Missile 
T r eat y ) , 
the  CTBT 
(Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty), 
the limited TBT (Test Ban Treaty), 
etc. 
     Even before Mikhail Gorbechev 
became president, Russian scientists 
were deeply concerned about nu-
clear dangers, but could not attend 
the Pugwash Conference until Beria 
(the Director of the Soviet Secret 
Police)' s death in 1953.  
     After this, Mr. Gorbechev, a 
physicist, and other influential peo-
ple in the Soviet Union actively pro-
moted nuclear disarmament and 
human values at Pugwash. Recently 
for its 50th anniversary, former Rus-
sian president Mikhail Gorbechev 
sent an email to Pugwash addressing 
international disarmament experts, 

urging them to find ways to elimi-
nate nuclear weapons and prevent an 
arms race in space. 
     Now 190 world states are still 
asked to forego or get rid of nuclear 

weapons. Some states 
flout the obligations, 
some ignore the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). In addi-
tion to this, nuclear 
weapons states continue 
to modernize their pro-
grams, and NATO' s nu-
clear membership is 
growing. 
     The Canadian Pug-
wash Group, under 
Douglas Roche' s leader-
ship, is steadfastly press-
ing NATO to get rid of 
its nuclear weapons. In 

addition, he 
is advocating 
for the re-

moval of all fissile material (used to 
make weapons) everywhere.  
     Even though we are not a nuclear 
weapons state, Canada is involved 
with these issue, as we continue to 
sell uranium to the nuclear industry. 
     The use of Depleted Uranium has 
also become a Weapon of Mass De-
struction in the eyes of many scien-
tists. It hardens metal to make tanks 
and arrowheads impervious and 
strong. Radiation from DU causes 
cancer, gross birth defects, and many 
other serious mental and physical 
illnesses. 
     Robert Oppenheimer, the father 
of the American A-bomb, called it 
the ªDestroyer of Worldsº. Since its 
invention a nuclear holocaust has 
become even more possible, more 
frightening and more ominous. 
 
Margaret Mayer is an active member 
of Project Peacemakers and Veter-
ans Against Nuclear Arms (VANA). 
For more information on the Pug-
wash Conference and its importance, 
visit www.pugwash.org. 
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Biography of Joseph Rotblat: co-recipient (with the 
Pugwash Conferences) of the 1995 Nobel prize 
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really are concerning what Pauingassi 
needs.  
     I have found this attitude is impor-
tant in order to develop sensitivity 
towards people who are different than 
I am. This attitude will silence us and 
lead us into a place of awe, respect, 
and curiosity, rather than into a place 
where we are making assumptions that 
cause us to shake our heads in despair 
within our own community, far away 
from the heartbeat of a different place. 
This latter attitude becomes violent 
when our unending pity for Pauingassi 
leads to a dominating feeling of low 
self esteem and poor self image 
among the people themselves. This 
has happened and continues to hap-
pen. 
     In light of this, it is important for 
us who are not aboriginal to withhold 
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     Pauingassi First Nation is a vi-
brant community which is tightly 
and intimately connected. Many 
things about this community are hard 
to understand, and as an outsider it is 
easy to see only negative things. But 
during my short times there, I have 
encountered people who share what-
ever they have with each other. They 
help each other raise their children. I 
have seen a community that knows 
how to have fun. They have baseball 
tournaments al l  summer, f loor 
hockey tournaments during the win-
ter which can last for days, and 
moose hunting derbies in the fall.  
     I have seen a spiritual community 
where members of the church will 
kneel in prayer for the healing of one 
of its members. I have seen young 
people bringing ducks and moose 

Pauingassi First Nation is a reserve 
located on the east side of Lake Win-
nipeg roughly 300 km northeast of 
Winnipeg, as the otter flies.  
      Many of you will already know 
where Pauingassi is, because you 
have been reading the paper. And 
you may know a lot of other things 
about Pauingassi. You may know 
that 98% of adults are alcoholics, 
80% of youths sniff gas, 50% of kids 
are away from the community in 
foster homes, 20% of youth suffer 
from Fetal Alcohol Effects.  
     Plus, you may know about the 
history of corruption among the band 
leaders, about the three violent 
deaths that have happened within the 
last year, and you would know this 

By Luke Enns 

Blueberry Season in Pauingassi.  

because you have read it 
all. This information 
paints a complete pic-
ture for you, and it does-
n' t look good. You may 
feel pity for this commu-
nity. 
     I have visited Pauin-
gassi a few times over 
the last year. In July of 
2006 I traveled to Pauin-
gassi for the first time 
and I stayed for three 
months. I was complet-
ing a practicum as part 
of my studies in Interna-
tional Development dur-
ing this time. Since then 
I have visited there three 
more times, twice over 

our judgment on Pauin-
gassi; to fight the feelings 
of hopeless pity, and to 
reject the urge to jump in 
and be a ªsaviorº of the 
situation. Pauingassi is 
full of capable people 
who know God, and who 
are slowly building their 
broken identities. 
     If you want to help in 
this process of growing, 

then I urge you to 
become truly engaged 
with this community. 
Perhaps you should 
visit them. Don' t go, 
however, expecting to 
distribute happiness 
that isn' t already 

meat for the old people who are un-
able to hunt. I have seen two to three 
families washing their hair in the 
lake together and laughing the whole 
time. I have seen happy kids. The 
place of Pauingassi is a community 
with celebrations and hardships, just 
the same and just as unique as any 
community. 
     Pauingassi and its people are very 
foreign to me, as I am a non-
aboriginal. It is important to remem-
ber how little we have in common 
with them, and how silly our guesses 

the winter and once this past July for 
a couple of weeks. 
     I have experienced enough of this 
community to know that there is still 
much to learn about the uniqueness 
of these people and this place. I 
have, however, seen enough to know 
that it is nowhere near the hell that it 
is described to be. Yes, the recent 
deaths have actually happened, and 
the staggering statistics seem fairly 
accurate.  However, these things do 
not sum up the whole of the reality 
of this community. 

there. Go as a friend. Go as a mute. 
Use your eyes. Learn as much as you 
can and try to see the whole picture. 
You will see it is much different than 
what you may casually in the morn-
ing news.   
 
Luke Enns is a recent graduate of 
CMU. 

P
hoto C

ourtesy of Luke E
nns 



Peace Projections   September  2007    Page Four 

come a nuclear power until an invisi-
ble point is reached when, for what-
ever reason, a sudden rush might 
occur of multiple states trying to get 
nuclear armed and deployed as rap-
idly as possible. The threat could 
result from regional animosities and 
power imbalances, connections to 
terrorism, or a sense that too many 
states are now nuclear-armed, and its 
better to get in the game before it is 
too late. 
     So the question is, if this night-
mare scenario occurs, how will states 
relate to each other? Will deterrence 
hold in such a situation of global and 
regional animosities, intertwined in 
complex ways of extended deter-
rence to non-nuclear allies, as nu-
clear-armed states of different relig-
ions, styles of government, wealth, 
and personal leadership?  
     How might the international sys-
tem, such as the UN and all its agen-
cies and bodies, respond? Does the 
nuclear taboo still hold influence? 
Are nuclear strategies still bound to 
Cold War thinking?  Will a nuclear 
conflict in a small region escalate 
globally? 

     If these questions are explored 
now, better decisions and tactics may 
be used in a multi-faceted effort of 
controlling nuclear materials and 
weapons, reducing the ªneedº for 
nuclear weapons and energy (as well 
as the numbers of warheads), and 
eliminating nuclear weapons, and 
just maybe nuclear energy as well. 
 
  Derrick Martens was Program Co-
ordinator of Project Peacemakers 
from 2003-2006 and is currently 
studying in the United Kingdom. 
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I am finishing up my Master' s in 
International Politics and Security 
Studies in the University of Brad-
ford' s Peace Studies Department.  
My dissertation looks at how nuclear 
weapon proliferation occurs and what 
international security might be like if 
there is widespread nuclear prolifera-
tion in the future.  

     Peace groups tend to focus on 
nuclear disarmament and many gov-
ernments work hard on blocking ille-
gal shipments of nuclear material and 
technology. Nuclear weapon states, 
and non-nuclear states to a lesser 
degree, use a combination of threats 
and diplomacy (Iran, North Korea, 
and Libya are recipients across this 
spectrum) to discourage new states 
from joining the ªnuclear club.º   
     But what is not being discussed 
much is what will happen if there is a 
sudden rush to weaponize. Perhaps 
everyone is in denial that this is a real 
possibility. 
     The concept of ªtipping pointº 
illustrates one theory. As more and 
more states develop nuclear energy 
capacities (due to scarce resources or 
as a response to global warming) 
their governments can secretly decide 
to hedge their bets by building up the 
technological expertise to rapidly use 
weapons-grade uranium and pluto-
nium from research and power reac-
tors, if necessary. Their goal would 
be to shorten the lead time from a 
decision to ªgo nuclearº to having a 
ready warhead and a method to de-
liver it. This period of uncertainty, 
before the weapon is ready, is when 
they are most vulnerable to interna-
tional outrage, sanctions, and pre-
emptive strikes. 
     Every few years a state may be-

By Derrick Martens 

conversation with many people in 
the institute to gather ideas of best 
practice and inspiration.  
     Upon returning this year, he 
called me up and asked me to come 
by his home. My student and his 
partner had just opened up a peace 
caf�  ± a caf�  designed to encourage 
people of various perspectives to 
come together to talk, to build rela-
tionships where there had been fear, 
and to build partnerships where there 
had been barriers. In addition to the 
peace caf� , they had already trained 
several people to run various peace 
education modules and had become 
a place where people of struggle 
from the mountains could find safety 
and support in their life' s work. 
     At times, listening to the news, 
hearing stories of pain, one can be-
come discouraged and wonder if the 
human race is making some head-
way towards peace and co-operation.  
Everywhere I have travelled, though, 
there are pockets of people who 
don' t give up and keep looking 
ahead.  My journey has been en-
riched and inspired through those 
connections. 
 
Wendy Kroeker is a member of  Pro-
ject Peacemakers’  board. 

Continued from page 1 
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What is not being discussed 
much is what will happen if 
there is a sudden rush to 
weaponize. Perhaps every-
one is in denial that this is a 
real possibility. 

If this nightmare scenario 
occurs, how will states relate 
to each other? Will deter-
rence hold in such a situation 
of global and regional ani-
mosities? 
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one is innocent 100% of the time and 
this is a scary thing. 
     The heavier question, however, is 
where these fears will lead us, or what 
our fears will cause us to do. There are 
so many directions in which these an-
swers can lead us. The most obvious 
directions are to either keep fearing for 

only ourselves (our families, 
our country, our religion, our 
race, etc), or to expand these 
fears to cover the wellbeing 
of all humanity; our sisters, 
brothers, mothers, fathers, 
daughters, and sons all over 

the earth. If this happens, 
our fears can actually be 
constructive. 
     If we keep being fear-
full for only our own 
lives, we will continue 
contributing to an un-
healthy climate of insta-
bility and mistrust. It takes 
a lot more bravery to re-
fuse to retaliate ± we often 

tell this to children if they are being 
bullied but somehow cannot learn this 
lesson ourselves. 
     While reading about the events of 
August 6 and 9, 1945, I read a state-
ment by Iwasa Mikiso, one of many 
Hibakusha (people affected by the 
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and/or 
Nagasaki). In it he wrote ªPlease listen 
[us], who have overcome [our] hatred 
and have been calling for ‘no more 
Hiroshima or Nagasakiº instead of 
ªretaliationº. 
     These survivors have chosen a diffi-
cult road, and have expanded their 
fears to be not only for themselves or 
for other Hibakusha. Instead, they fear 
for all humanity, and are working dili-
gently for peace. 
     Iwasa Mikiso lived through this 
horrible event and overcame feelings 
of revenge and resentment to give us 
this message. It is up to us to listen and 
to urge others to listen as well. 
 
Karin Kliewer is a program Coordina-
tor at Project Peacemakers. 

one time in the past is not easy to 
find...A being who has not been your 
father...your brother...your sister... 
your son...your daughter at one time 
in the past is not easy to find.”  
     The realization that we are all part 
of a global family causes one to think 
differently about what security really 

means. As the number of nuclear 
weapon states grows, as the threat of 
nuclear war remains in the back of our 
minds, and as countries'  nuclear war-

fare capacities 
increase, some-
how we do not 
feel increas-
ingly secure. A 
more inverse 
relationship is 
at work, as too 
much power 
rests in the 
hands of too 
few. 
     Two ques-
tions prevail. 
First: ªWhy are 
we so scared?º 
I believe we are 
scared because 
deep in our 
subconscious, 
we know we 
are part of the 
hate-and-war 
syndrome. No 
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On August 6, people gathered to 
remember the loss of human lives as 
a result of the two nuclear bombs 
that were dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in 1945. The following are 
a few personal thoughts that 
stemmed from reading 
done prior to this event. 
     One of the common 
arguments in favour of 
nuclear weapons revolves 
around the issue of secu-
rity. Understandably, we 
want our homes and fami-
lies to be safe and many 
feel that nuclear threats, or 
the presence of a bigger 
arsenal than anyone else 
(commonly referred to as 
nuclear blackmail) will 
ensure that security. 
     Of course, there is 
much fodder to counter 
this argument. The Matta 
Sutra, a Buddhist teaching, 
seems to be a very fitting response to 
the idea that the potential to destroy 
brings security. It states that “ a be-
ing who has not been your mother at 

By Karin Kliewer��

Part icipants in the August 6th Lanterns for Peace ceremony 
float homemade lanterns in the Memorial Park fountains.   

P
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Peter Brock, ed.  ‘These Strange 
Criminals’:  An Anthology of Prison 
Memoirs by Conscientious Objectors 
from the Great War to the Cold War.  
University of Toronto Press, 2004.  
Book Review By John Derksen 

This brilliant book gathers together 
prison memoirs of 29 conscientious 
objectors (COs) from six countries 
over a span of 70 years. The editor, 
Peter Brock, is himself a British WW 
II CO. The book falls into three 
parts: WWI, WWII, and the Cold 
War, which includes the Korean War 
and the Vietnam War.  The COs hail 
from Britain, Canada, New Zealand, 
Australia, the USA and East Ger-
many. The chronological order of 
prison memoirs provides a sense of 
flow, and the wide range of writers 
ensures diversity.  
     These memoirs cast light on im-
portant questions: Why does one 
wil l ingly give up one' s free-
dom?  When should one compromise 
one' s principles? What good is it to 
be absolutely faithful to one' s ide-
als? In a society or world run by vio-
lence, what contribution does princi-
pled pacifism make? Questions also 
arise about the writers: Are they bit-
ter or do they have an inner 
peace? Has anger skewed their vi-
sion? (xiii). 
     Educated, politically aware and 
articulate, these writers record their 
responses to incarceration.  George 
Ewan of England maintains a happy 
disposition (62-80). Archibald Bax-
ter of New Zealand writes with quiet 
dignity (103-124). Kathleen Wigham 
of England expresses shock at penal 
justice (243-259). Stephen Hobhouse 
of England denounces with righteous 
rage (15-27). David Miller of the 
USA outlines strategies to resist 
(464-487). Ian Hamilton of New 
Zealand shows contempt with bitter 
humour (263-296). 
     With amazing consistency the 
writers agree on prison' s essential 
character. We read of physical trials, 
but the writers place much more fo-
cus on the psychological hardship, 
and the effects of incarceration upon 
the prisoner' s spiritual, mental, and 

social health. They write of unrelent-
ing surveillance, the loss of self-
determination, the demoralization of 
sol i tary conf inement, the strip 
searches, the poor diet and lack of 
medical attention, and the pressure to 
accept a convict identity. The prison 
staff or ªscrewsº are a major source 
of this degradation. With insight the 
writers analyze the prisoner-screw 
relationship, and spotlight the per-
sonal and institutional power imbal-
ances. 
     Across great temporal and geo-
graphical distance the writers agree: 
the prison experience is a spirit-
breaking loss of freedom and auton-
omy to absolute, dominating power. 
The scars are deep and lasting. Some 
narrators write while in prison; oth-
ers write up to 60 years after being 
imprisoned.  Either way resentment 
remains (xi-xii, 432). 
     These memoirs are unique 
because these prisoners refused to 
let their identity be reshaped into 
that of the convicted crimi-
nal. Unlike most criminals, they 
take the moral and intellectual 
high ground.  From there they 
hurl condemnation upon the staff, the 
prison system, 
and the society 
that i mpri s-
ons. The lack of 
remorse or guilt 
is clear. Says J. 
K . Osborne: 
ªFour years of 
my life for re-
fusing to kill?º 
(449). Adds 
Peter Brock: ªI 
was rather proud 
of my statusº 
(201-2). 
     What contri-
butions do these 
memoirs make? 
According to 
cr i mi nol ogi st 
Robert Gaucher, 
first, they offer 
much informa-
tion. Second, 
they engender 

new research questions for scholars. 
Third, they offer relevant political 
and moral commentary for our age of 
mass imprisonment. Fourth, they 
reaffirm the indictment of prison as a 
tool of dehumanization. The concepts 
they articulate are often 50 years 
ahead of their time. For example, the 
argument that prison is a proven fail-
ure became established only in the 
1970s. But already in 1917 Stephen 
Hobhouse concluded that prison 
ªsucceeds only in creating the delin-
quent, hardening criminality and en-
suring recidivismº (x, xiii). Finally, 
these memoirs bear witness to the 
vitality of the human spirit.    
     This book is superb. The excerpts 
are well chosen. The introductions 
and additional notes are scholarly and 
restrained. But between the lines, fed 
by the content of the memoirs them-
selves, the book oozes passion. Says 
Gaucher, ªBrock rescues these voices 
from the dustbin of history and gives 
them new lifeº (xii). 
 
John Derksen is Assistant Professor 
of Conflict Resolution Studies at 
Menno Simons College, and  is on 
Project Peacemakers’  board.. 
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good and evil that cuts through every 
one of her communities and mem-
bers. 
     While we at MCC do not have a 
perfect history, we are proud of our 
beginnings in responding to the 
needs in the Soviet Union, of the 
long standing presence of MCC in 
Palestine, of the call for peace in 
Vietnam and now in Iraq and Iran. 
We are proud of our HIV/AIDS pro-
grams, and we are constantly encour-
aged by our relationship with the 
churches in Colombia, Zimbabwe, 
and throughout the world. 

     Today, as we learn more of the 
problems resulting from globaliza-
tion, we are learning to ask new 
questions. How are our lives in the 
US and Canada contributing to the 
problems of violence and poverty 
throughout the world?  Do we have a 
prophetic voice against the presence 
of the US in Iraq?  Are we support-
ing violence and poverty in Colom-
bia when we pay unfair prices for 
our coffee?  How are our lives con-
tributing to the environmental prob-
lems of the world?   
     More so, as we recognize how our 
lives are connected in good and bad 
ways to the lives of many around the 
world, we are again reminded that 
this very same violence and poverty 
we are working against around the 
world exists in our very own 
neighborhoods. 
     At MCC we are responding to 
these needs in many ways. In our 
Washington D.C. and Ottawa offices 
we continue to be a prophetic voice 
for peace by speaking up for those 
who have been marginalized by our 

economic systems and immigration 
policies. We continue to be a voice of 
peace for places like Iraq, Iran, Co-
lombia, and Zimbabwe. We send 
workers to partner with people 
around the world in working on is-
sues of HIV/AIDS, water projects, 
peace advocacy and conflict transfor-
mation. 
     We are also looking at developing 
new ways of responding to these is-
sues. In my position at MCC, I' m 
working at developing a two-year 
service and learning program that 
will bring young people from around 

the world to work 
together on issues 
of peace and jus-
tice. These inter-
national groups 
will spend sig-
ni f i cant ti me 
studying how 
their home com-
munity is con-
nected to the 
c o m m u n i t y 

where they are serving, and will pre-
pare participants to bring that reality 
back to their local community.  
     It is our hope that as we connect 
the many realities in which people 
live to our own reality, we will better 
learn how to be advocates for each 
other, how to serve each other, and 
how to have a transformative global 
relationship that works for peace and 
justice. Our lives are already con-
nected, and it is our responsibility to 
recognize this connectedness, and to 
allow it to be a powerful and radical 
force of change in the world. 
 
 Dan Leonard is MCC’s Young Adult 
Initiative Coordinator.  Dan wel-
comes questions or follow up on his 
article.  He can be reached at 
drl@mcc.org.  For more information 
on Mennonite Central Committee, 
see their website at mcc.org.  

ªWhen will we ever get over this 
neo-colonial model of develop-
ment?º That' s the question I most 
often receive as I work at developing 
a new program for the Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC). It' s a fair 
question. When looking at a history 
of the church ªdoing good thingsº 
it' s difficult not to become com-
pletely discouraged by the marriage 
of church and state that simultane-
ously brought the Bible with the gun.  
     In the church' s history the rela-
tionship with colonial governments 
was often blurred at best. As a result, 
many development models and prac-
tices coming out of ªthe Westº have 
often been built within a neo-
colonial and ethnocentric worldview.   
     Unfortunately, both well and ill-
intentioned people have helped 
themselves more than others in the 
creation of a global economy. The 
realization was rarely made that the 
problems of violence and poverty 
were often a result of the presence of 
Westerners. And so attempts to re-
duce violence and poverty by giving 
more aid from the Western world has 
often only perpetuated the problem 
rather than reduced it. 
     It' s a history we often are strug-
gling with at MCC. While there is 
certainly no shortage of horror sto-
ries in the clumsy attempts of being a 
global church, we often have to re-
mind ourselves that the history of the 
globalization of the church has had 
some powerfully good moments. If 
we think of St. Francis, Dorothy 
Day, Henri Nouwen, Oscar Romero, 
Mother Teresa, and Christian Peace-
maker Teams (to name a few) we are 
quickly reminded of the many com-
munities in our church history who 
have been a prophetic voice against 
injustice, war, oppression, and com-
placency.  
     And as we see the many ways that 
the church has responded to the 
needs of the world, we quickly real-
ize that the church has in many ways 
been fighting an internal battle of 
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By Dan Leonard 

If we think of St. Francis, Dorothy Day, 
Henri Nouwen, Oscar Romero, Mother 
Teresa, and Christian Peacemaker Teams 
(to name a few) we are quickly reminded of 
the many communities in our church his-
tory who have been a prophetic voice 
against injustice, war, oppression, and 
complacency.  
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Project Peacemakers 
News and Upcoming Events 
 
October 4-13  
Keep Space for Peace Week 
 
November 11  
Sing for Peace Concert at Crescent Fort 
Rouge United  Church, Winnipeg. 
 
November 17  
Annual Toy Store Inspections. Stay tuned 
for details.  
 
 
We st ill want your feedback! 
Remember that we welcome Letters to 
the Editor. Please make your opinions 
known! Submissions of 250 words or less 
are welcome. Please include your name, 
phone number and email so that we may 
contact you.  
 
Red River Co-op 
Please consider buying your gas from 
Red River Co-op, using the Project Peace-
makers member number: 115339.  We 
receive several hundred dollars a year 
this way.  Thanks to everyone who sup-
ports us through Co-op purchases. 
 
Peace Library Internet Registrat ion 
Visit our fully-functional, updated peace 
l i b r a r y  c a t a l o g u e  a t 
www.projectpeacemakers.org and register 
yourself.  Registration is needed to hold, 
renew, and sign out items. 
 
Project Peacemakers  ISSN# 
:ISSN 1718-4258   
 
Donat ions and Memberships 
When mailing cheques to Project Peace-
makers, please write in the memo line if it 
is a membership renewal, donation or 
both. 
 

�5�B�L�F���M�P�D�B�M���B�D�U�J�P�O�������K�P�J�O���V�T�� 
To get involved in Project Peacemakers, 
come by our office or give us a call. 
Presently we have about 250 members.  
Membership includes a subscription to 
Peace Projections and input into the 
organization' s programs and activities.  
Annual rates are: $25 for one year; $40 
for two years; $8 for low-income/
students; $35 for institutions.  Tax re-
ceipts are given for funds received over 
$10.  The work of peacemaking is impor-
tant and exciting.  Please join us in this 
endeavour, and invite your friends! 

 
 

 
September will be a month of transition 
at the Project Peacemakers office.  Karin 
Kliewer and Mya Wheeler have been 
volunteering in the office for the past 
year, sharing the roll of Program Coor-
dinator.  Mya and Karin are both mov-
ing on to new and exciting endeavours.  
We wish them all the best as they con-
tinue to  work to bring peace to the 
world in their own ways.   
 As of September 4th Kirsten Freed 
has stepped into the roll of Program 
Coordinator, as a placement through 
Mennonite Voluntary Service.  Kirsten 
is from London, Ontario, and thanks you 
all for your patience as she learns her 
away around a new job, as well as a new 
province! 
 
A Note from Mya 
The time has come to say goodbye. I  
leave on August 22nd to embark on an 
adventure to Northern China for one 
year where I will be teaching English. It 
has been a most amazing year of learn-
ing and growing for me working here at 
Project Peacemakers and I thank you all 
for this opportunity.  
     On a different note, the insert that 
arrived with your last newsletter enti-
tled, "Foreign Policy Questions for Con-
versation- Summer 2007," was the be-
ginning of an attempt to connect with all 
of you. Our goal is to become more 
informed voters who are comfortable 
participating in foreign policy issues. 
     Our goal does not include choosing a 
particular stance, but  allows for creative 
space where we can ask valuable ques-
tions.  Please look forward to notices 
about upcoming conversations! 
     I will keep in touch and welcome you 
to do the same.  Feel free to email Pro-
ject Peacemakers and they will forward 
it on to me. Blessings and Peace to all!    
-Mya Wheeler 
 
A Note from Kar in 
After a summer that saw me up to my 
elbows in files, office cleansing  duties 
and event planning, I will also be mov-
ing on. My passions for development 
and design are taking me back to school, 
where I am working towards my Mas-
ters in City Planning degree on Septem-
ber 4. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time at Project Peacemakers over the 
past year. I have learned so much and 
am thankful that my passions were fed 
here. Wish me luck as I join those Pem-
bina Highway bicycle commuters! 
-Karin Kliewer  
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Aggressive Clothing  
and Perceived Value  

On an errand at Wal-Mart I noticed 
men©s camouflage pants, and tried to 
learn more about how this craze 
comes about. The maker of $14 cam-
ouflage pants was the same as that of 
solid colour pants right next on the 
rack, of the same design and quality 
- but costing only $11. 
     To check for any possible trend - 
perhaps in stores serving mostly the 
poor, or among American-owned 
retailers, I visited Giant Tiger. They 
had civilianized camouflage shorts, 
originally $12.97, now reduced to 
$10; and comparable civilian shorts 
for $9.97. The original prices of both 
items were, again, different. In men©s 
pants, there was a camouflage model 
at $9.97, next to solid jeans at the 
same price.  
     I Moved on to The Bay, as a test 
to see whether the socioeconomic 
status of clientele was a factor. Here 
I found exercise shorts or swimming 
pants in military-like camouflage 
patterns at $45, next to civilian de-
signs of equivalent quality at $40.  
     In their long pants section, boys© 
camouflage and regular pants were 
reduced to the same price, and men©s 
camouflage as well as regular cargo 
pants were at the same price of $40. 
     While The Bay and presumably 
Wal-Mart are American-owned, the 
parent of Giant Tiger, the North 
West Company, is said to be Cana-
dian-owned. Their annual report, 
however, implies some foreign inves-
tors (possibly in Alaska, where they 
do northern retail business). 
     Although this may be scanty evi-
dence, it seems that camouflage 
clothing and its aggressive messages 
has a higher perceived value, in the 
street and on the rack.  
 

-Roger Belling 

Note: The letter(s) below express(es) 
the views of the contributor, which 
are not necessarily aligned with 
those of Project Peacemakers or 
Project Ploughshares.  


