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editor's note: The following is an ex-
cerpt from Thomas Reimer's blog (web 
log; like an online diary). To me, it 
exemplifies the art of creative dia-
logue and peacemaking, and is a great 
example of how those in teacher-roles 
can reframe potentially destructive 
situations. There truly are countless 
ways to be an active, engaged (and 
even unknowing) peacemaker. This 
article honours  all of those who 
spread this message in their daily 
lives. 
 
Saturday, 02/03/07 
 "...And Monday we had a sectarian 
disagreement in class. Sabahat is 
Ahmadi, Zohra is a devout Shiite, and 
Shanaelle is a nominal one. It all 
started because Tuesday was the day 
of Ashura, a day of mourning for Shi-
ites, so Zohra and Shanaelle were go-
ing to miss school. 
     "So are you going to miss school 
too, Sabahat?" An ignorant question, it 
turns out. 
     "No," comes the somewhat indig-
nant response, "My ancestors didn't 
kill the Prophet's grandson.  We don't 
have to cry and beat ourselves and feel 
sorry. And the Prophet said we 
shouldn't feel bad when someone dies 
anyway." 
     "That's not what happened." Zohra 
doesn't let many things slide, least of 
all when someone is impugning her 
religious tradition. 
     "Yes it is," Sabahat returns. 
The referee blows his whistle. "You 
have had your turn, Sabahat," I say. 
"Now it's Zohra's turn to talk without 
being interrupted. " 
Not knowing very much about the 

joins the conversation uninvited. "He 
died because they killed him." 
     Zohra says some insult in French 
that I don't catch. Probably "Heretic," 
or something like that. 
     "Cochon," Sabahat zings back. (I 
caught that one.) 
I sagely blow the whistle again.   
     "Okay. Everyone relax. Let's just 
breathe a bit," I say. "What about you 
Shanaelle? Anything to add?" 
Shanaelle is a bit of a valley girl. 
When we play soccer in Phys Ed she 
asks if we have any pompoms.  She is 
also the only Shia girl in the upper 
grades that doesn't wear a head scarf. 
     "Ummm, I'm not sure Mr. Thom."  
     "She's barely a Muslim." Sabahat 
spreading sunshine again. "They do 
Hindu stuff and Christian stuff. I bet 
she has idols in her room."  
     "We're just not fanatics like you." 
Pretty quick on her feet though. 
The whistle blows for full-time. 
     "I think this conversation is over." 
Solomon-esque, you say? I know. 
     Then I asserted my right as home-
room teacher, to speak uninterrupted 
about topics of my own choosing. I 
told Sabahat that if he was not going to 
critique Shanaelle's religious practice 
caringly, he was not allowed to do it at 
all. I suggested to Shanaelle that fanat-
ics were the people strapping bombs to 
their chests in Iraq and Palestine and 
that, all signs suggested to me that 
Sabahat was not one of those.   
     Epilogue: Reading up on Ashura I 
can see that either my students don't 
understand it fully, or I failed to re-
member a f ew i mportant de-
tails. Though they are not usually this 

By Thomas Reimer internal workings of Islam, I'm really 
interested in this conversation. Still, I 
should probably know that these 
types of discussions have a habit of 
escalating. 
     "So what happened according to 
you, Zohra?" I prompt her.   
My students have a sixth grader's 

knowledge of their own and each 
other's faiths, which is probably the 
way it should be.  It means that I 
have to sift the answers a bit. 
     "The Prophet's grandson died 
when he was very young," she ex-
plains. What she doesn't explain is 
how this statement conflicts with 
Sabahat's. 
     "So you will feel sorry tomor-
row?" 
     "Yes." 
     "That's partly true," Sabahat re- Continued on p. 2 

Above: Boys from Thomas’  school 
Below: Thomas Reimer  

P
hotos courtesy of Thom

as R
eim

er  



Peace Projections     June 2007                          Page Two 

Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of 
Project Peacemakers.  Project Peacemakers, the 
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an 
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to 
empower people of faith and the larger community 
to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemakers, to 
work for justice and the integrity of creation. 
 
Your submissions are welcome.  Please send 
them to our office.  For more information on any 
of the stories, call the office.   
We encourage you to work for peace.  A good 
way to start is to become a member of Project 
Peacemakers. See page eight. 
Editor:  Karin Kliewer       (ISSN 1718-4258) 
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 By Mya Wheeler      Our food system is now a global 
one and through our daily consump-
tion we touch people’s lives in many 
corners of the world. Our self-
confidence in many ways reflects 
our eating patterns. In some cultures 
a large belly is a sign of wealth and 
prestige, in others excess weight is 
seen very negatively.  
     The food bank here in Winnipeg, 
(Winnipeg Harvest), reports that 
between 35,000 and 40,000 people 
use the bank each month, and yet we 
waste 25% of the food we have. 
     Yes, there are problems and yes 
we all need healing. As peacemakers 
it would do us much good to step 
back and look at our homes, our 
daily lives, and our connections to 
community, and from there begin to 
focus on our choices centered around 
the necessary ritual of eating.  
     To do this consciously is to  make 
peace. Healing must happen in eve-
ryday life; in this present moment. 
We are people of the earth and if we 
do not take care of it we will surely 
die.  
     Despair stems from hunger and 
lack of adequate living spaces. In 
these situations, nothing will happen 
unless there exists viable alternatives 
that restore dignity and self-worth. 
     I invite us all to turn to our daily 
ritual of food consumption and bring 
it (back?) into our consciousness, 
treating it like the important peace-
tool it is.  
    Please share your concerns, dis-
agreements, food stories and ques-
tions as I continue this journey. I 
invite you to join me and find peace 
within your actual daily bread. 
 
 Respectfully, 
 
 Mya Wheeler 

    I am a student of International 
Development with minors in Politics 
and Biblical and Theological Stud-
ies. I am a child who was born with 
an intense sensitivity to the pain of 
anything from the broken tree limb 
to the cat run over to the people hurt-
ing on the TV from causes I could 
not understand.  
     Yet, I realize I am not unique, as 
so many struggle to fix problems, 
seek justice and understand suffer-
ing. As I entered the discipline of 
International Development, I began 
to struggle with an overwhelming 
sense of powerlessness. In this con-
text I had too much information, and 
the world was so big with problems 
and sorrows that no simple solution 
would ever be enough. Does this 
sound familiar? 
    Throughout my recent journeys I 
have come into contact with others 
who struggle and have begun to rec-
ognize the good in sharing lessons 
from their particular journeys. I in-
vite you to respond if you wish with 
your stories of struggles, hope, and 
peace. 
    My dream and proposal is for 
many of us to return to the present 
moment; to one of the smallest and 
most unassuming rituals of our day-
to-day activities. This will be a cen-
ter point for healing, for “ finding the 
peace within,”  as speaker Dan Wiens 
shared at Project Peacemakers’  an-
nual Eco-Friendly Dinner.  
     Rituals identify the cultural be-
liefs of a people, give voice to tradi-
tion, make order from chaos and 
help us to remember our place in this 
world. We all partake of one ritual in 
particular on a daily basis. I speak 
here of eating, and of food in gen-
eral. Of the bread, the tomato, the 
milk -- this daily consumption nur-
tures us through our lives.  
     Are you skeptical? I also have my 
doubts, but would like to take the 
idea of food-as-ritual a bit further.    

Continued from p. 1 

entertaining, this type of verbal ex-
change is a fairly common occur-
rence in my school, which is the 
most culturally diverse environment 
I have ever been in. In my home-
room of nine students there are five 
Musl ims (four Shia and one 
Ahmadi); three Christians (two 
Catholics and one Protestant); and 
one Hindu. Five first languages are 
spoken in my class alone. One of the 
biggest parts of my job is mediating 
the tension between the myriad 
races, cultures, sects, and languages 
at my school. 
     Opportunities to negotiate small, 
and usually short, peaces present 
themselves frequently during the 
course of a day. Often these con-
flicts are what I would say are com-
mon, everyday middle school prob-
lems, but sometimes they represent 
much graver social issues, like when 
the recess soccer teams were made 
according to race.  
     I am not sure that racism and 
sexism and, generally speaking, us-
ism, is inherent in children, but if it 
is not, I wonder where these kids 
learn it. What I know for certain is 
that I need to unteach it. I know that 
even if they learn nothing of Shake-
speare or adverbial clauses, if my 
students can begin to unlearn their 
prejudices, this year will have been a 
success. And there has been encour-
aging progress: almost all of the 
bickering and fighting that goes on 
now has nothing to do with race or 
religion. 

Thomas Reimer will soon be return-
ing from his teaching term, and will 
be entering the U of Manitoba’s 
faculty of law in September 2007.  
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sign them all malicious intent. Such an 
approach to ‘Western activities’  im-
plies a unity that is, quite bluntly, bru-
tally at odds with the different initia-
tives that actually exist. 
     Participatory community develop-
ment has been seen as the new saviour 
of development and our moral di-
lemma. Finally, here is something that 
we all can agree upon: helping people 
help themselves. Donors are encour-
aged to stay in their countries and use 
their chequebooks to vote for a better 
world. This avoids the problems of 
excessive salaries of international 
workers, boorish and cultural ly 
unsavvy field workers, and inappropri-
ate/wasteful practices of those used to 
foreign ‘ luxuries’ . Additionally, the 
exchange rate helps to convert our 
currency so that it produces a resound-
ing THUMP when it arrives in its new 
home. This makes us feel good about 
the exchange rate and our place in the 
global economy. 
     If I am a little critical of this ap-
proach it is not because I am unde-
cided on the participatory, commu-
nity-based approach. I am firmly in 
favor of this particular decision-
making process that strives to include 
all peoples who are affected by a deci-
sion.  However, I feel that it is too 
easy to support this idea in ‘other, 
more poverty-stricken places’  and 
remain firmly in one’s arm chair. I 
believe that we miss out on the unique 
synergies that can occur when two 
cultures collide and attempt to help 
each other in a meaningful commu-
nity-based way. 
     The trend can sometimes to be to 
romanticize foreign cultures and, in 
doing so, overemphasize their unique-
ness and fragility. We decry the way 
McDonald’ s can be found in 
‘untouched’  places and that Holly-
wood is polluting the pristine waters 
of jungles in exotic countries. 
     However, when one confronts the 
reality of these ideas, they are often 
shattered into a thousand more inter-
esting pieces. Within our culture there 
is a multiplicity of cultures, all with 
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globe. All activities, whether inten-
tional or not, are often seen as carri-
ers of the virulent disease of Western 
culture. 
     The history of development has 
been pockmarked by numerous at-
tempts to use development as a sub-
tler extension of the military wing, 
rendering Clausewitz’s famous quote 
more truly, “Development is war by 
other means.”  Unfortunately, this has 
often translated into a general phobia 
of all international development ef-
forts. 
     This is a labeling that refuses to 
recognize the wide array of develop-
ment activities going in numerous 
situations. The approaches and work-
ing styles being implemented are 
vast and it is a great injustice to as-

     I am now working in Bangladesh, 
conducting an analysis of the use of 
Micro-credit NGOs to extend agri-
cultural technologies developed by 
MCC PARE (Partnership in Agricul-
ture and Extension). Over the last 
few months I have been working 
myself through the complicated 
maze of culture shock. This is an 
unsettling process very much akin to 
Alice’s confusing Wonderland ex-
perience. 
     Much as the circusgoer in front of 
a curved piece of glass gasps in 
shock at the instantaneous transfor-
mation, so does the immigrant arrive 
and realize the form they are inhabit-
ing is not the same one they knew.  
They have entered another region 
with a new coefficient to multiply 
against their x. This is an experience 
that forces one to rethink one’s place 
within the social fabric, both on 
community and global levels. 
     Coming to Bangladesh was not 
an easy decision. This was partially 
tied up in the usual difficulty in leav-
ing home and friends. However, for 
a young tyke like me that was not a 
huge problem. A bigger problem 
revolved around one question: What 
do I actually have that I can bring to 
another culture? 
     This question bothered me for 
some time and in order to combat it I 
carried out the following steps: 1.) I 
got nervous. 2) I avoided thinking 
about it. 3) I resolved to be humble 
and open-minded. 4) I adopted a 
laissez-faire attitude, refused to ask 
for financial help, worked in the 
summer in order to earn enough 
money and convince myself firmly 
of my ‘working class’  status. 
     My biggest obstacle was the 
daunting and seemingly insurmount-
able concept of ‘neo-colonialism’. 
Reinforced by squeamish pop-
philosophers and an understandable 
distaste for American media, the 
critique of neo-colonialism declares 
the unity and malicious intent of all 
Western endeavors all across the 

By Darren Grunau 

Continued on p. 8 
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Bangladesh (population: 140 million) is the 
most populated of the world's least devel-
oped countries. Its annual income per capita 
of US$440 (2004) makes it one of the poor-
est. Over the last 12 years, Bangladesh has 
made important economic gains with a GDP 
growth rate averaging 5 percent a year.  
     Bangladesh has a vibrant civil society, 
probably the strongest non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in the world, a rap-
idly growing private sector, and an outspo-
ken and free press. Among Bangladesh's 
challenges are: poor quality health and edu-
cation services and unequal access to those 
services especially by the poor and women; 
continuing incidence of undernutrition in 
children, especially girls; and weak institu-
tional capacity for the rule of law and pro-
tection of human rights. The country also 
faces environmental challenges due to popu-
lation pressures, climate change, and arsenic 
contamination.  
 
Country information found at 
www.acdi-cida/gov.ca 
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     Regrettably, this unfortunate inci-
dent was not an isolated one.  
     In a more recent incident last 
March, for example, US forces re-
sponded to an insurgent rocket attack 
in Kapisa province with an aerial 
assault. The military claimed they 
saw two armed men flee into a civil-
ian compound. They then dropped 
two 2,000 pound bombs on the com-
pound resulting in the deaths of nine 
civilians, including five women and 
three children.  
     Organizations like Human Rights 
Watch charge that such attacks cause 
loss of civilian life disproportionate 
to anticipated military gains and 
therefore contravene international 
humanitarian law. As an Ashogho 
resident told Associated Press last 
October after his village was attacked 
by ISAF (the NATO-commanded 
International Security Assistance 
Force): 

     “ If the for-
eign soldiers 
were so smart 
that they knew 
there were Tali-
ban here, why 
didn’ t they see 
the women and 
children who 
were sleeping? 
Why do they 
want to kill us? 
How can they 
help us rebuild 
if they want to 
kill us? Maybe 
they should 
leave.”  
� � � � �These casu-
alties do not 

take into consideration the tremen-
dous number of deaths indirectly 
linked to the attacks. Power plants, 
power grids, water reservoirs, hospi-
tals, homes, mosques, and even ware-
houses for the Red Cross and World 
Food Programme were all bombed 
exacerbating a humanitarian catastro-
phe for the Afghan people. 
     According to the New York based 
Human Rights Watch, there are hun-
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dreds of thousands of internally dis-
placed persons in the southern and 
southeastern provinces struggling to 
survive. Millions remain as refugees 
in Pakistan and Iran.        
     Five years after the “ liberation” , 
average life expectancy across the 
country is now around 44 years. This 
is 20 years lower than that of  any of 
its neighbours, and among the lowest 
in the world. Afghanistan is ranked 
173rd out of 178 on the UN Human 
Development Index.  
     In addition, drought has ravaged 
large parts of the country. As a result, 
55 per cent of the rural population 
lives in abject poverty. According to 
the UN, about 2 million people are at 
immediate risk of starvation. For 
many of these people, joining the 
Taliban or growing opium poppies 
are the only options available for 
securing a livelihood.  
     People in cities don’ t fare much 
better. Infrastructure is in ruins and 
city facilities are further strained by 
an influx of refugees and desperate 
rural people. Unemployment runs 
around 30 per cent. Hundreds of 
thousands are homeless. Those that 
do have accommodations generally 
either live in bombed out buildings or 
spend half their income sharing a 
place with others.  
     Furthermore, the US State Dept. 
admits to having used Depleted Ura-
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 Editor’s note: The following article 
is based on research done by a mem-
ber of Project Peacemakers. The 
views expressed do not necessarily 
correspond with those of Project 
Peacemakers. For official briefings 
from Project Ploughshares on this 
issue, please visit ploughshares.ca 
 
“There were dead people every-
where.”  
     The above quote was from Zur-
mina Bibi, a mother and survivor of 
an attack by US/NATO forces against 
the Afghan village of Hajiyan in the 
Panjwayi district of Kandahar Prov-
ince. In May of last year, US war 
planes, acting on a request for tactical 
assistance from Canadian and Afghan 
forces on the ground, fired on the 
mud brick buildings of this small 
enclave some 50 kilometres west of 
Kandahar city. 

     This bombing campaign was de-
scribed by a coalition spokesperson at 
the time as being “against a known 
Taliban stronghold”  which “ resulted 
in about 50 Taliban killed.”  
     Subsequent reporting, however, 
indicated that at least 35-40 civilians, 
including children, were killed and 
dozens more critically wounded in 
the attacks. These attacks, meant to 
be a strike against the Taliban, hit the 
heart of an entire community. 

By Michael Welch 

Protesters express their dissent at Winnipeg’s Peace March in 
2004. This year’s march saw significant opposition to Can-
ada’s military presence in Afghanistan. 
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ing to a recent report by Oxfam, less 
than one girl in five attends primary 
school, and less than one in twenty 
goes to secondary school. 
     This is all more than five years after 
the fall of the Taliban. 
     Under the Karzai government, 
opium production has gone from a 
thirty year low under the Taliban, to 
record highs (no pun intended!) Af-
ghanistan is currently the source of a 
staggering 92% of the entire world’s 
heroin production. 
     Abuse of detainees arrested by Ca-
nadians and handed over to Afghan 
authorities is also an ongoing concern. 
Defence Minister Gordon O’  Connor 
was forced to acknowledge that the 
ICRC had no way of assuring the 
safety of Canadian prisoners, and that 
the Afghan authorities are known to 
apply torture. This revelation is a major 
indictment of Canada’s engagement 
given that one of our stated goals in the 
region is “promotion of human rights.”  
     In Canada, the mainstream media 
and the government have been slow to 
communicate these inconvenient reali-
ties. Better to show us positive images 
like smiling soldiers in full military 
regalia, kneeling before a local young-
ster and giving him a chocolate bar. 
Given the growing dangers of this war, 
it becomes important for the ruling 
class to “accentuate the positive” , espe-
cially in a political culture that takes 
pride in being “peacekeepers”  rather 
than warriors. Citizens with natural 
concern for the people they are suppos-
edly helping must therefore make spe-
cial efforts to deconstruct the propa-
ganda defending their government’s 
military plans lest they become com-
plicit in an ongoing abomination. 
     For more resources on Afghanistan, 
consult the following: 
 
 www.rawa.org,  
http://coat.nef.ca 
www.hrw.org  
www.acp-cpa.ca 
www.globalresearch.org 
http://cursor.org/stories 
 
Michael Welch is a member of Project 
Peacemakers and is very active in Win-
nipeg’s peace community. 
 

the ground. Consequently, it is esti-
mated that more than 10 Afghans a 
day are killed or crippled by unex-
ploded ordinance. 
     But hey, at least now there is a de-
mocratic government in Kabul. With 
the Taliban gone, people can vote, 
Afghan girls are going to school for 
the first time in their lives, and opium, 
the crop from which heroin is derived, 
is being eradicated. So things are im-
proving right? 
     This may not be the case. The 
president of Afghanistan, Hamid Kar-
zai, was chosen by US officials and 
Afghan exiles at a meeting in Bonn, 
Germany in December of 2001. Ac-
cording to journalist Wayne Madsen, 
he is a former consultant for the US 
oil giant UNOCAL, and has extensive 
links with the CIA and US military 
intelligence.  
     Irregularities in the 2005 Afghani-
stan elections were reported by groups 
like the Revolutionary Association of 
Women of Afghanistan (RAWA). In 
this case, many of the “elected”  repre-
sentatives are alleged war criminals 
and human rights abusers like Rasul 
Sayyaf. Many have direct links to the 
illicit drug trade.  One brave young 
parliamentarian, Malalai Joya, has 
spoken out against these people and 
has had her life threatened by them as 

nium (DU) munitions in its engage-
ments in Afghanistan. Depleted Ura-
nium is the radioactive by-product of 
nuclear reactions involving Enriched 
Uranium. Its high density and its 
pyrophoric properties (ignites spon-
taneously in air) make it an ideal 
battlefield weapon, particularly in 
armor-piercing anti-tank shel ls. 
Thousands of DU bombs were be-
lieved to have been dropped on Af-
ghanistan during the year following 
the US coalition’s initial offensive in 
2001.  
     According to Dr. Rosalie Bertell, 
“Communities exposed to DU 
are...likely to see much higher rates 
of cancer, congenital mutations and 
infant mortality. In fact, this is pre-
cisely what’s been reported by inter-
national observers and health spe-
cialists working out of Afghanistan. 
     Another feature of our deadly 
legacy to the Afghan people is the 
more than 48,000 cluster bomblets 
now polluting the Afghan country-
side. These yellow soda-can sized 
anti-vehicle and anti-personnel sub-
munitions are released after the clus-
ter bombs that contain them explode 
300-400 feet above the ground. Each 
bomblet can kill anyone within a 50 
metre radius. Up to 20% of these 
bomblets do not explode after hitting 

a result. 
     A s  f o r 
women’s rights, 
according to an 
i nternat i onal 
women’s rights 
group, Woman-
kind World-
wide, women 
conti nue to 
suffer abuse. 
They suf fer 
domestic abuse 
or are forced 
into marriage. 
If a woman 
c o m p l a i n s 
about rape, she 
could be im-
prisoned for 
having sexual 
i n t er c o u r se 
outside of mar-
riage. Accord-
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Nonviolence by Mark Kurlansky  
Publisher: Random House, 2006 
Report by Rudy Friesen 

Mark Kurlansky, a New York best-
selling author tackles a timely, chal-
lenging topic in his book Nonvio-
lence-Twenty-five 
Lessons from the 
History of a Dan-
gerous Idea. Kur-
lansky gives a 
short history (182 
pages) of the 
Western world 
highlighting nu-
merous attempts to 
overcome or limit 
the threat of war 
by nonvi ol ent 
means. 
     He laments that the English lan-
guage has no proactive word for non-
violence. Gandhi's word satyagraha 
(truth force) could be used but has 
not received common usage. Kur-
lansky finds in all major world relig-
ions a call to perfection where living 
peacefully in mutual compassion is 
practiced. 
     For example, Buddhism forbids 
the taking of life, Hinduism insists 
that nonviolence must never come 
from weakness but from strength, 
Taoism talks of 'teh' the virtue of not 
fighting, Judaism and Christianity 
have the oft-forgotten teachings of 
'Do not kill ', 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself' and 'Beat your swords into 
plowshares', Islam teaches that to kill 
one person is like wiping out all of 
humankind. 
     The book carries a message for 
Christians especially, since a recur-
ring theme is the launching of the 
Crusades by Urban II in 1096. West-
ern imperialism and war making has 
always and continues to demonize 
the enemy, claimed God as ally, 
made it a test of patriotism to partici-
pate and fight to drive away the evil 
ones, now labeled as terrorists. Kur-
lansky reminds us that most wars 
were fought for land and resources, 
not for 'freedom'. 
     The treatment of nonviolent, paci-
fist thinkers and groups is all too 

brief in this book. However, we do 
read about the Cathars of Southern 
France, the Waldensians, the Czech 
Taborites (Jan Hus, Chelcicky), the 
A nabapt i sts (Satt l er, M enno 
Simons), the Quakers (Fox, Penn) as 
well as Gandhi, Badshah Khan, M.L. 

King, Mandela and 
others. 
     I enjoyed the sel-
dom told story of Te 
Whiti of New Zea-
land who used a non-
violent 'white feather' 
ploughing campaign 
to take back stolen 
Maori land from 
white settlers. This 
action probably saved 
the Maori from ex-
tinction in the late 

19th century. 
     Some of the more poignant les-
sons Kurlansky draws from his study 
of nonviolence include: a) Some-
where behind every war there are 
always a few founding lies; b) Peo-
ple who go to war start to resemble 
their enemy; c) A conflict between a 
violent and a nonviolent force is a 
moral argument. If the violent side 

can provoke the 
nonviolent side 
into violence, 
the violent side 
has won; d) The 
problem of war 
lies not in the 
nature of hu-
manity but in 
the nature of 
power; e) The 
state imagines 
itself impotent 
without a mili-
tary because it 
cannot conceive 
power without 
force; f) Warfare 
produces peace 
activists. g) Vio-
lence always 
comes with a 
supposedly ra-
tional explana-
tion, which is 

only dismissed as irrational if the 
violence fails; h) The hard work of 
beginning a movement to end wars 
has already been done, and i) Wars 
against “savages”  and “ lesser mor-
tals”  are most successful if there are 
'intellectual' underpinnings for such 
actions. Consider the works of Sel-
den, Hobbes, Rousseau, etc. (We can 
take land, resources, etc. from others 
since we will make better use of 
them). 
     The way of nonviolence is not an 
easy path. Kurlansky quotes the nov-
elist Antole France: “War will disap-
pear only when [we] shall take no 
part whatever in violence and shall be 
ready to suffer every persecution that 
abstention will bring them”. 
     The book is an invitation to ex-
plore nonviolent methods in geo-
politcal, racial and cultural settings. 
In Kurlansky’s words, “Nonviolence 
works and may be the [most effec-
tive] way to get things done” . 
     Kurlansky's book is truly a book 
for our times. 
 
Rudy Friesen is a member of Project 
Peacemakers’  board. 
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convictions pertaining to war, paci-
fism and foreign policy.  
     The following questions could be a 
starting place for those of you who 
may oppose an idea, but are unsure of 
where on the educative path one 
should begin.  
     Keep in mind that the following 
questions and “answers”  represent the 
humble beginnings of my search, and 
are also framed in order to be applica-
ble to other situations that deserve 
critique. They do not necessarily re-
flect Project Ploughshares’  stance on 
this particular issue.       
 
 1. Is a military operation the best way 
to go? Strategies that include severe 
militarism are accompanied by many 
civilian deaths, and this violence often 
serves as a recruiting drive for insur-
gent groups. 
2. What is the mainstream media say-
ing? How is it different from alterna-
tive news sources? Stories that docu-
ment expressed dissent or peace-full 
actions are tough to find; not because 
they do not exist, but because we are  
often attracted to sensationalist mes-
sages. Try to seek out the stories that 
add balance to blaring headlines.    
4. What messages are we sending with  

In the wake of media coverage per-
taining to the treatment of detainees 
released by Canadian soldiers to the  
Afghan government, as well as an 
article submitted to this quarter’s issue 
of Peace Projections, I have become 
more curious than ever about interna-
t i onal  af f ai rs, and Canada’ s 
[non?]involvements in different situa-
tions worldwide. 
     Sadly to say, as potential personal 
involvements and opportunities in-
crease (as is likely to happen with  so 
many of us!), I have tendencies to shut 
off and become lethargic, or at least 
overwhelmed. This is, of course, detri-
mental to physical, mental, and spiri-
tual wellbeing.  
     As the personal peace-search con-
tinues (via a holiday in June!), I find 
myself wondering once again how to 
work against emerging exhaustions.  
     One of the first steps, it seems, is 
learning how to ask questions. One 
should not, of course, believe every-
thing one hears. But discernment is a 
difficult trick to learn.  
     In light of this, I have put together 
a list of questions that enabled me to 
engage with the situation in Afghani-
stan, and delve deeper into personal 

our military involvement? For exam-
ple, many Afghans, especially villag-
ers, are confused about the role and 
aims of foreign troops. (Can combat-
ive/destructive roles and peacekeep-
ing/aid roles really coincide?)  
5. What are we/what is Canada doing 
about to protect the people involved? 
In Afghanistan, there are ongoing 
concerns regarding human rights 
abuses and Canada’s complicity in 
this matter. And in our comparatively 
comfortable states, we forget to see 
the human faces of war, occupation, 
trade, and consumptive lifestyles. 
6. Can war even be won? The answer 
may be a definite ‘yes’  in some cir-
cumstances. But the nature of war 
seems to be changing, and it is in-
creasingly difficult to discern the 
“Good guys”  and “Bad guys”  in light 
of multifaceted conflicts like the War 
on Terror.  How will we know when 
it is over?  
7. Are there any underlying reasons 
for this war? This is always a ques-
tion that should be asked, and alter-
native news sources tend to provide  
critiques that can start to answer this 
question.  
8. Shouldn’ t we support our troops? 
For non-pacifists and pacifists alike, 
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By Karin Kliewer 

support for 
Canadian 
troops must be 
separated from 
support for a 
militaristic 
mission that 
may not make 
sense. However 
undecided we 
all may be 
about military 
intervention, 
this distinction 
must be ac-
knowledged.  
 
Karin Kliewer 
is on of Project 
Peacemakers’  
program Co-
coordinators. 
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Project Peacemakers 
News and Upcoming Events 
 
June 16, 11:00 am Join us before the 
Walk for Peace for a time of worship 
and reflection at Broadway Disciples 
United Church. 
 
We still want your feedback! 
In an effort to open dialogue con-
cerning events, media coverage, 
newsletter articles, etc, we want to 
welcome Letters to the Editor. Please 
make your opinions known! Submis-
sions of 250 words or less are wel-
come. Please include your name, 
phone number and email so that we 
may contact you.  
 
Red River Co-op 
Please consider buying your gas from 
Red River Co-op, using the Project 
Peacemakers member number: 
115339.  We receive several hundred 
dollars a year this way.  Thanks to 
everyone who supports us through 
Co-op purchases. 
 
Peace Library Internet Registration 
Visit our fully-functional, updated 
peace library catalogue at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org and reg-
ister yourself.  Registration is needed to 
hold, renew, and sign out items. 
 
Project Peacemakers  ISSN# 
:ISSN 1718-4258   
 
Donations and Memberships 
When mailing cheques to Project 
Peacemakers, please write in the 
memo line if it is a membership re-
newal, donation or both. 

Neo-Colonialism  
Continued from p. 3 

�5�B�L�F���M�P�D�B�M���B�D�U�J�P�O�������K�P�J�O���V�T�� 
To get involved in Project Peacemakers, 
come by our office or give us a call. 
Presently we have about 250 members.  
Membership includes a subscription to 
Peace Projections and input into the 
organization’s programs and activities.  
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two 
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional.  Tax receipts are given for funds 
received over $10.  The work of peace-
making is important and exciting.  Please 
join us in this endeavour.  Invite your 
friends as well. 

 
June 16, 12:30 pm. Peace Alliance 
Winnipeg will hold its Annual Walk 
for Peace on June 16, 2007. Meet at 
the Legislature and physically show 
your support for peaceful agendas 
worldwide 
 
June 19, 7pm: Lessons from Hon-
duras: Local Init iatives that work!  
Join Project Peacemakers’ Program 
Co-coordinator Mya Wheeler in the 
Concert Hall of Westminster United 
Church (2nd floor just outside our 
office) for pictures and stories from 
the 6 inspired women who partici-
pated in a two-week study tour 
sponsored by the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank. Discussion and 
refreshments afterward!  
 
Aug 6th: Day of Commemoration 
for Hiroshima/Nagasaki events. 
Keep watching your listings and 
biweekly emails for events on or 
around this day! 

 
Congratulations and Thank you.  
 
Congratul at i ons to A udrey 
McClelland, who won the Joan Mel-
anson award. This  annual award 
honors Ms. Melanson’s peace and 
advocacy work, and is given to a 
person who is engaged in behind-the-
scenes work for peace and justice. 
Audrey McClelland is a member of 
Project Peacemakers, and she has 
diligently worked to create and sup-
port networks of individuals and 
organizations, and is  actively in-
volved with the  KAIROS network.  
 
Thank you also to Immanuel United 
Church for supplying space, and to 
both Immanuel United and River 
East Mennonite Brethren Church for 
making all of that incredible food! 
 

�&�Y�U�S�B�T��
 

their own unique pecul iari ties, 
strengths, and weaknesses. Foreign 
cultures are no different. 
     Practices, ideas, and customs in 
the constant and chaotic maelstrom 
of culture are continuously being 
appropriated and put to new uses. I 
think the debate should not be fo-
cused on whether or not culture is 
being exchanged. It is. How this cul-
ture is being exchanged, however, is 
something that we can address. If we 
do not agree with a certain style of 
cultural exchange, then I believe we 
have a moral obligation to change it. 
     Perhaps I am wrong in dwelling 
so lightly on the harmful effects that 
the development industry and cultural 
marketplace have introduced. How-
ever, if one is to prove me wrong, 
one can only do so from the bank of 
one’s own experience. And in the 
acquiring of above-mentioned experi-
ence, one is forced to shoulder at 
least some part of this conundrum in 
her/his quest to discover how the 
world’s parts actually interact with 
each other. 
     How should two cultures interact?  
How should those who are different 
interact?  Do we have an obligation 
to help those who have less?  How do 
we go about solving our own defi-
ciencies? 
     I do not know the answers to these 
questions but I do think that a lot 
depends on our attempts to address 
them. The way in which we formu-
late answers has a profound impact 
upon participatory, community devel-
opment in our lives and in others. 
And if we are to attempt to deal with 
this problem we will need knowl-
edge. This is knowledge that can only 
be acquired by gathering up courage 
to enter other cultures, wherever they 
may be, in an honest attempt to learn, 
give, and receive. 
 
Darren Grunau is a CMU student 
who is currently doing his practicum 
in Bangladesh. 
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editor©s note: The following is an ex-
cerpt from Thomas Reimer©s blog (web 
log; like an online diary). To me, it 
exemplifies the art of creative dia-
logue and peacemaking, and is a great 
example of how those in teacher-roles 
can reframe potentially destructive 
situations. There truly are countless 
ways to be an active, engaged (and 
even unknowing) peacemaker. This 
article honours  all of those who 
spread this message in their daily 
lives. 
 
Saturday, 02/03/07 
 "...And Monday we had a sectarian 
disagreement in class. Sabahat is 
Ahmadi, Zohra is a devout Shiite, and 
Shanaelle is a nominal one. It all 
started because Tuesday was the day 
of Ashura, a day of mourning for Shi-
ites, so Zohra and Shanaelle were go-
ing to miss school. 
     "So are you going to miss school 
too, Sabahat?" An ignorant question, it 
turns out. 
     "No," comes the somewhat indig-
nant response, "My ancestors didn©t 
kill the Prophet©s grandson.  We don©t 
have to cry and beat ourselves and feel 
sorry. And the Prophet said we 
shouldn©t feel bad when someone dies 
anyway." 
     "That©s not what happened." Zohra 
doesn©t let many things slide, least of 
all when someone is impugning her 
religious tradition. 
     "Yes it is," Sabahat returns. 
The referee blows his whistle. "You 
have had your turn, Sabahat," I say. 
"Now it©s Zohra©s turn to talk without 
being interrupted. " 
Not knowing very much about the 

joins the conversation uninvited. "He 
died because they killed him." 
     Zohra says some insult in French 
that I don©t catch. Probably "Heretic," 
or something like that. 
     "Cochon," Sabahat zings back. (I 
caught that one.) 
I sagely blow the whistle again.   
     "Okay. Everyone relax. Let©s just 
breathe a bit," I say. "What about you 
Shanaelle? Anything to add?" 
Shanaelle is a bit of a valley girl. 
When we play soccer in Phys Ed she 
asks if we have any pompoms.  She is 
also the only Shia girl in the upper 
grades that doesn©t wear a head scarf. 
     "Ummm, I©m not sure Mr. Thom."  
     "She©s barely a Muslim." Sabahat 
spreading sunshine again. "They do 
Hindu stuff and Christian stuff. I bet 
she has idols in her room."  
     "We©re just not fanatics like you." 
Pretty quick on her feet though. 
The whistle blows for full-time. 
     "I think this conversation is over." 
Solomon-esque, you say? I know. 
     Then I asserted my right as home-
room teacher, to speak uninterrupted 
about topics of my own choosing. I 
told Sabahat that if he was not going to 
critique Shanaelle©s religious practice 
caringly, he was not allowed to do it at 
all. I suggested to Shanaelle that fanat-
ics were the people strapping bombs to 
their chests in Iraq and Palestine and 
that, all signs suggested to me that 
Sabahat was not one of those.   
     Epilogue: Reading up on Ashura I 
can see that either my students don©t 
understand it fully, or I failed to re-
member a f ew i mportant de-
tails. Though they are not usually this 
entertaining, this type of verbal ex-

By Thomas Reimer internal workings of Islam, I©m really 
interested in this conversation. Still, I 
should probably know that these 
types of discussions have a habit of 
escalating. 
     "So what happened according to 
you, Zohra?" I prompt her.   
My students have a sixth grader©s 

knowledge of their own and each 
other©s faiths, which is probably the 
way it should be.  It means that I 
have to sift the answers a bit. 
     "The Prophet©s grandson died 
when he was very young," she ex-
plains. What she doesn©t explain is 
how this statement conflicts with 
Sabahat©s. 
     "So you will feel sorry tomor-
row?" 
     "Yes." 
     "That©s partly true," Sabahat re- Continued on p. 2 

Above: Boys from Thomas'  school 
Below: Thomas Reimer  
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Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of 
Project Peacemakers.  Project Peacemakers, the 
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an 
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to 
empower people of faith and the larger community 
to respond to Christ' s call to be peacemakers, to 
work for justice and the integrity of creation. 
 
Your submissions are welcome.  Please send 
them to our office.  For more information on any 
of the stories, call the office.   
We encourage you to work for peace.  A good 
way to start is to become a member of Project 
Peacemakers. See page eight. 
Editor:  Karin Kliewer       (ISSN 1718-4258) 
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 By Mya Wheeler      Our food system is now a global 
one and through our daily consump-
tion we touch people' s lives in many 
corners of the world. Our self-
confidence in many ways reflects 
our eating patterns. In some cultures 
a large belly is a sign of wealth and 
prestige, in others excess weight is 
seen very negatively.  
     The food bank here in Winnipeg, 
(Winnipeg Harvest), reports that 
between 35,000 and 40,000 people 
use the bank each month, and yet we 
waste 25% of the food we have. 
     Yes, there are problems and yes 
we all need healing. As peacemakers 
it would do us much good to step 
back and look at our homes, our 
daily lives, and our connections to 
community, and from there begin to 
focus on our choices centered around 
the necessary ritual of eating.  
     To do this consciously is to  make 
peace. Healing must happen in eve-
ryday life; in this present moment. 
We are people of the earth and if we 
do not take care of it we will surely 
die.  
     Despair stems from hunger and 
lack of adequate living spaces. In 
these situations, nothing will happen 
unless there exists viable alternatives 
that restore dignity and self-worth. 
     I invite us all to turn to our daily 
ritual of food consumption and bring 
it (back?) into our consciousness, 
treating it like the important peace-
tool it is.  
    Please share your concerns, dis-
agreements, food stories and ques-
tions as I continue this journey. I 
invite you to join me and find peace 
within your actual daily bread. 
 
 Respectfully, 
 
 Mya Wheeler 

    I am a student of International 
Development with minors in Politics 
and Biblical and Theological Stud-
ies. I am a child who was born with 
an intense sensitivity to the pain of 
anything from the broken tree limb 
to the cat run over to the people hurt-
ing on the TV from causes I could 
not understand.  
     Yet, I realize I am not unique, as 
so many struggle to fix problems, 
seek justice and understand suffer-
ing. As I entered the discipline of 
International Development, I began 
to struggle with an overwhelming 
sense of powerlessness. In this con-
text I had too much information, and 
the world was so big with problems 
and sorrows that no simple solution 
would ever be enough. Does this 
sound familiar? 
    Throughout my recent journeys I 
have come into contact with others 
who struggle and have begun to rec-
ognize the good in sharing lessons 
from their particular journeys. I in-
vite you to respond if you wish with 
your stories of struggles, hope, and 
peace. 
    My dream and proposal is for 
many of us to return to the present 
moment; to one of the smallest and 
most unassuming rituals of our day-
to-day activities. This will be a cen-
ter point for healing, for ªfinding the 
peace within,º as speaker Dan Wiens 
shared at Project Peacemakers'  an-
nual Eco-Friendly Dinner.  
     Rituals identify the cultural be-
liefs of a people, give voice to tradi-
tion, make order from chaos and 
help us to remember our place in this 
world. We all partake of one ritual in 
particular on a daily basis. I speak 
here of eating, and of food in gen-
eral. Of the bread, the tomato, the 
milk -- this daily consumption nur-
tures us through our lives.  
     Are you skeptical? I also have my 
doubts, but would like to take the 
idea of food-as-ritual a bit further.    

Continued from p. 1 

change is a fairly common occur-
rence in my school, which is the 
most culturally diverse environment 
I have ever been in. In my home-
room of nine students there are five 
Musl ims (four Shia and one 
Ahmadi); three Christians (two 
Catholics and one Protestant); and 
one Hindu. Five first languages are 
spoken in my class alone. One of the 
biggest parts of my job is mediating 
the tension between the myriad 
races, cultures, sects, and languages 
at my school. 
     Opportunities to negotiate small, 
and usually short, peaces present 
themselves frequently during the 
course of a day. Often these con-
flicts are what I would say are com-
mon, everyday middle school prob-
lems, but sometimes they represent 
much graver social issues, like when 
the recess soccer teams were made 
according to race.  
     I am not sure that racism and 
sexism and, generally speaking, us-
ism, is inherent in children, but if it 
is not, I wonder where these kids 
learn it. What I know for certain is 
that I need to unteach it. I know that 
even if they learn nothing of Shake-
speare or adverbial clauses, if my 
students can begin to unlearn their 
prejudices, this year will have been a 
success. And there has been encour-
aging progress: almost all of the 
bickering and fighting that goes on 
now has nothing to do with race or 
religion. 

Thomas Reimer will soon be return-
ing from his teaching term, and will 
be entering the U of Manitoba' s 
faculty of law in September 2007.  
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sign them all malicious intent. Such an 
approach to `Western activities'  im-
plies a unity that is, quite bluntly, bru-
tally at odds with the different initia-
tives that actually exist. 
     Participatory community develop-
ment has been seen as the new saviour 
of development and our moral di-
lemma. Finally, here is something that 
we all can agree upon: helping people 
help themselves. Donors are encour-
aged to stay in their countries and use 
their chequebooks to vote for a better 
world. This avoids the problems of 
excessive salaries of international 
workers, boorish and cultural ly 
unsavvy field workers, and inappropri-
ate/wasteful practices of those used to 
foreign `luxuries' . Additionally, the 
exchange rate helps to convert our 
currency so that it produces a resound-
ing THUMP when it arrives in its new 
home. This makes us feel good about 
the exchange rate and our place in the 
global economy. 
     If I am a little critical of this ap-
proach it is not because I am unde-
cided on the participatory, commu-
nity-based approach. I am firmly in 
favor of this particular decision-
making process that strives to include 
all peoples who are affected by a deci-
sion.  However, I feel that it is too 
easy to support this idea in `other, 
more poverty-stricken places'  and 
remain firmly in one' s arm chair. I 
believe that we miss out on the unique 
synergies that can occur when two 
cultures collide and attempt to help 
each other in a meaningful commu-
nity-based way. 
     The trend can sometimes to be to 
romanticize foreign cultures and, in 
doing so, overemphasize their unique-
ness and fragility. We decry the way 
McDonald' s can be found in 
`untouched'  places and that Holly-
wood is polluting the pristine waters 
of jungles in exotic countries. 
     However, when one confronts the 
reality of these ideas, they are often 
shattered into a thousand more inter-
esting pieces. Within our culture there 
is a multiplicity of cultures, all with 
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globe. All activities, whether inten-
tional or not, are often seen as carri-
ers of the virulent disease of Western 
culture. 
     The history of development has 
been pockmarked by numerous at-
tempts to use development as a sub-
tler extension of the military wing, 
rendering Clausewitz' s famous quote 
more truly, ªDevelopment is war by 
other means.º Unfortunately, this has 
often translated into a general phobia 
of all international development ef-
forts. 
     This is a labeling that refuses to 
recognize the wide array of develop-
ment activities going in numerous 
situations. The approaches and work-
ing styles being implemented are 
vast and it is a great injustice to as-

     I am now working in Bangladesh, 
conducting an analysis of the use of 
Micro-credit NGOs to extend agri-
cultural technologies developed by 
MCC PARE (Partnership in Agricul-
ture and Extension). Over the last 
few months I have been working 
myself through the complicated 
maze of culture shock. This is an 
unsettling process very much akin to 
Alice' s confusing Wonderland ex-
perience. 
     Much as the circusgoer in front of 
a curved piece of glass gasps in 
shock at the instantaneous transfor-
mation, so does the immigrant arrive 
and realize the form they are inhabit-
ing is not the same one they knew.  
They have entered another region 
with a new coefficient to multiply 
against their x. This is an experience 
that forces one to rethink one' s place 
within the social fabric, both on 
community and global levels. 
     Coming to Bangladesh was not 
an easy decision. This was partially 
tied up in the usual difficulty in leav-
ing home and friends. However, for 
a young tyke like me that was not a 
huge problem. A bigger problem 
revolved around one question: What 
do I actually have that I can bring to 
another culture? 
     This question bothered me for 
some time and in order to combat it I 
carried out the following steps: 1.) I 
got nervous. 2) I avoided thinking 
about it. 3) I resolved to be humble 
and open-minded. 4) I adopted a 
laissez-faire attitude, refused to ask 
for financial help, worked in the 
summer in order to earn enough 
money and convince myself firmly 
of my `working class'  status. 
     My biggest obstacle was the 
daunting and seemingly insurmount-
able concept of `neo-colonialism' . 
Reinforced by squeamish pop-
philosophers and an understandable 
distaste for American media, the 
critique of neo-colonialism declares 
the unity and malicious intent of all 
Western endeavors all across the 

By Darren Grunau 

Continued on p. 8 
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Bangladesh (population: 140 million) is the 
most populated of the world©s least devel-
oped countries. Its annual income per capita 
of US$440 (2004) makes it one of the poor-
est. Over the last 12 years, Bangladesh has 
made important economic gains with a GDP 
growth rate averaging 5 percent a year.  
     Bangladesh has a vibrant civil society, 
probably the strongest non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in the world, a rap-
idly growing private sector, and an outspo-
ken and free press. Among Bangladesh©s 
challenges are: poor quality health and edu-
cation services and unequal access to those 
services especially by the poor and women; 
continuing incidence of undernutrition in 
children, especially girls; and weak institu-
tional capacity for the rule of law and pro-
tection of human rights. The country also 
faces environmental challenges due to popu-
lation pressures, climate change, and arsenic 
contamination.  
 
Country information found at 
www.acdi-cida/gov.ca 
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     Regrettably, this unfortunate inci-
dent was not an isolated one.  
     In a more recent incident last 
March, for example, US forces re-
sponded to an insurgent rocket attack 
in Kapisa province with an aerial 
assault. The military claimed they 
saw two armed men flee into a civil-
ian compound. They then dropped 
two 2,000 pound bombs on the com-
pound resulting in the deaths of nine 
civilians, including five women and 
three children.  
     Organizations like Human Rights 
Watch charge that such attacks cause 
loss of civilian life disproportionate 
to anticipated military gains and 
therefore contravene international 
humanitarian law. As an Ashogho 
resident told Associated Press last 
October after his village was attacked 
by ISAF (the NATO-commanded 
International Security Assistance 
Force): 

     ªIf the for-
eign soldiers 
were so smart 
that they knew 
there were Tali-
ban here, why 
didn' t they see 
the women and 
children who 
were sleeping? 
Why do they 
want to kill us? 
How can they 
help us rebuild 
if they want to 
kill us? Maybe 
they should 
leave.º 
� � � � �These casu-
alties do not 

take into consideration the tremen-
dous number of deaths indirectly 
linked to the attacks. Power plants, 
power grids, water reservoirs, hospi-
tals, homes, mosques, and even ware-
houses for the Red Cross and World 
Food Programme were all bombed 
exacerbating a humanitarian catastro-
phe for the Afghan people. 
     According to the New York based 
Human Rights Watch, there are hun-
dreds of thousands of internally dis-
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placed persons in the southern and 
southeastern provinces struggling to 
survive. Millions remain as refugees 
in Pakistan and Iran.        
     Five years after the ªliberationº, 
average life expectancy across the 
country is now around 44 years. This 
is 20 years lower than that of  any of 
its neighbours, and among the lowest 
in the world. Afghanistan is ranked 
173rd out of 178 on the UN Human 
Development Index.  
     In addition, drought has ravaged 
large parts of the country. As a result, 
55 per cent of the rural population 
lives in abject poverty. According to 
the UN, about 2 million people are at 
immediate risk of starvation. For 
many of these people, joining the 
Taliban or growing opium poppies 
are the only options available for 
securing a livelihood.  
     People in cities don' t fare much 
better. Infrastructure is in ruins and 
city facilities are further strained by 
an influx of refugees and desperate 
rural people. Unemployment runs 
around 30 per cent. Hundreds of 
thousands are homeless. Those that 
do have accommodations generally 
either live in bombed out buildings or 
spend half their income sharing a 
place with others.  
     Furthermore, the US State Dept. 
admits to having used Depleted Ura-
nium (DU) munitions in its engage-

�3�F�T�F�B�S�D�I���P�O���"�G�H�I�B�O�J�T�U�B�O��

 Editor' s note: The following article 
is based on research done by a mem-
ber of Project Peacemakers. The 
views expressed do not necessarily 
correspond with those of Project 
Peacemakers. For official briefings 
from Project Ploughshares on this 
issue, please visit ploughshares.ca 
 
ªThere were dead people every-
where.º 
     The above quote was from Zur-
mina Bibi, a mother and survivor of 
an attack by US/NATO forces against 
the Afghan village of Hajiyan in the 
Panjwayi district of Kandahar Prov-
ince. In May of last year, US war 
planes, acting on a request for tactical 
assistance from Canadian and Afghan 
forces on the ground, fired on the 
mud brick buildings of this small 
enclave some 50 kilometres west of 
Kandahar city. 

     This bombing campaign was de-
scribed by a coalition spokesperson at 
the time as being ªagainst a known 
Taliban strongholdº which ªresulted 
in about 50 Taliban killed.º 
     Subsequent reporting, however, 
indicated that at least 35-40 civilians, 
including children, were killed and 
dozens more critically wounded in 
the attacks. These attacks, meant to 
be a strike against the Taliban, hit the 
heart of an entire community. 

By Michael Welch 

Protesters express their dissent at Winnipeg' s Peace March in 
2004. This year' s march saw significant opposition to Can-
ada' s military presence in Afghanistan. 
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report by Oxfam, less than one girl in 
five attends primary school, and less 
than one in twenty goes to secondary 
school. 
     This is all more than five years after 
the fall of the Taliban. 
     Under the Karzai government, 
opium production has gone from a 
thirty year low under the Taliban, to 
record highs (no pun intended!) Af-
ghanistan is currently the source of a 
staggering 92% of the entire world' s 
heroin production. 
     Abuse of detainees arrested by Ca-
nadians and handed over to Afghan 
authorities is also an ongoing concern. 
Defence Minister Gordon O'  Connor 
was forced to acknowledge that the 
ICRC had no way of assuring the 
safety of Canadian prisoners, and that 
the Afghan authorities are known to 
apply torture. This revelation is a major 
indictment of Canada' s engagement 
given that one of our stated goals in the 
region is ªpromotion of human rights.º 
     In Canada, the mainstream media 
and the government have been slow to 
communicate these inconvenient reali-
ties. Better to show us positive images 
like smiling soldiers in full military 
regalia, kneeling before a local young-
ster and giving him a chocolate bar. 
Given the growing dangers of this war, 
it becomes important for the ruling 
class to ªaccentuate the positiveº, espe-
cially in a political culture that takes 
pride in being ªpeacekeepersº rather 
than warriors. Citizens with natural 
concern for the people they are suppos-
edly helping must therefore make spe-
cial efforts to deconstruct the propa-
ganda defending their government' s 
military plans lest they become com-
plicit in an ongoing abomination. 
     For more resources on Afghanistan, 
consult the following: 
 
 www.rawa.org,  
http://coat.nef.ca 
www.hrw.org  
www.acp-cpa.ca 
www.globalresearch.org 
http://cursor.org/stories 
 
Michael Welch is a member of Project 
Peacemakers and is very active in Win-
nipeg' s peace community. 
 

mated that more than 10 Afghans a 
day are killed or crippled by unex-
ploded ordinance. 
     But hey, at least now there is a de-
mocratic government in Kabul. With 
the Taliban gone, people can vote, 
Afghan girls are going to school for 
the first time in their lives, and opium, 
the crop from which heroin is derived, 
is being eradicated. So things are im-
proving right? 
     This may not be the case. The 
president of Afghanistan, Hamid Kar-
zai, was chosen by US officials and 
Afghan exiles at a meeting in Bonn, 
Germany in December of 2001. Ac-
cording to journalist Wayne Madsen, 
he is a former consultant for the US 
oil giant UNOCAL, and has extensive 
links with the CIA and US military 
intelligence.  
     Irregularities in the 2005 Afghani-
stan elections were reported by groups 
like the Revolutionary Association of 
Women of Afghanistan (RAWA). In 
this case, many of the ªelectedº repre-
sentatives are alleged war criminals 
and human rights abusers like Rasul 
Sayyaf. Many have direct links to the 
illicit drug trade.  One brave young 
parliamentarian, Malalai Joya, has 
spoken out against these people and 
has had her life threatened by them as 
a result. 

ments in Afghanistan. Depleted Ura-
nium is the radioactive by-product of 
nuclear reactions involving Enriched 
Uranium. Its high density and its 
pyrophoric properties (ignites spon-
taneously in air) make it an ideal 
battlefield weapon, particularly in 
armor-piercing anti-tank shel ls. 
Thousands of DU bombs were be-
lieved to have been dropped on Af-
ghanistan during the year following 
the US coalition' s initial offensive in 
2001.  
     According to Dr. Rosalie Bertell, 
ªCommunities exposed to DU 
are...likely to see much higher rates 
of cancer, congenital mutations and 
infant mortality. In fact, this is pre-
cisely what' s been reported by inter-
national observers and health spe-
cialists working out of Afghanistan. 
     Another feature of our deadly 
legacy to the Afghan people is the 
more than 48,000 cluster bomblets 
now polluting the Afghan country-
side. These yellow soda-can sized 
anti-vehicle and anti-personnel sub-
munitions are released after the clus-
ter bombs that contain them explode 
300-400 feet above the ground. Each 
bomblet can kill anyone within a 50 
metre radius. Up to 20% of these 
bomblets do not explode after hitting 
the ground. Consequently, it is esti-

     A s  f o r 
women' s rights, 
according to an 
i nternat i onal 
women' s rights 
group, Woman-
kind World-
wide, women 
conti nue to 
suffer abuse. 
They suf fer 
domestic abuse 
or are forced 
into marriage. 
If a woman 
c o m p l a i n s 
about rape, she 
could be im-
prisoned for 
having sexual 
i n t er c o u r se 
outside of mar-
riage. Accord-
ing to a recent 
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Nonviolence by Mark Kurlansky  
Publisher: Random House, 2006 
Report by Rudy Friesen 

Mark Kurlansky, a New York best-
selling author tackles a timely, chal-
lenging topic in his book Nonvio-
lence-Twenty-five 
Lessons from the 
History of a Dan-
gerous Idea. Kur-
lansky gives a 
short history (182 
pages) of the 
Western world 
highlighting nu-
merous attempts to 
overcome or limit 
the threat of war 
by nonvi ol ent 
means. 
     He laments that the English lan-
guage has no proactive word for non-
violence. Gandhi©s word satyagraha 
(truth force) could be used but has 
not received common usage. Kur-
lansky finds in all major world relig-
ions a call to perfection where living 
peacefully in mutual compassion is 
practiced. 
     For example, Buddhism forbids 
the taking of life, Hinduism insists 
that nonviolence must never come 
from weakness but from strength, 
Taoism talks of ©teh© the virtue of not 
fighting, Judaism and Christianity 
have the oft-forgotten teachings of 
©Do not kill©, ©Love your neighbor as 
yourself© and ©Beat your swords into 
plowshares©, Islam teaches that to kill 
one person is like wiping out all of 
humankind. 
     The book carries a message for 
Christians especially, since a recur-
ring theme is the launching of the 
Crusades by Urban II in 1096. West-
ern imperialism and war making has 
always and continues to demonize 
the enemy, claimed God as ally, 
made it a test of patriotism to partici-
pate and fight to drive away the evil 
ones, now labeled as terrorists. Kur-
lansky reminds us that most wars 
were fought for land and resources, 
not for ©freedom©. 
     The treatment of nonviolent, paci-
fist thinkers and groups is all too 

brief in this book. However, we do 
read about the Cathars of Southern 
France, the Waldensians, the Czech 
Taborites (Jan Hus, Chelcicky), the 
A nabapt i sts (Satt l er, M enno 
Simons), the Quakers (Fox, Penn) as 
well as Gandhi, Badshah Khan, M.L. 

King, Mandela and 
others. 
     I enjoyed the sel-
dom told story of Te 
Whiti of New Zea-
land who used a non-
violent ©white feather© 
ploughing campaign 
to take back stolen 
Maori land from 
white settlers. This 
action probably saved 
the Maori from ex-
tinction in the late 

19th century. 
     Some of the more poignant les-
sons Kurlansky draws from his study 
of nonviolence include: a) Some-
where behind every war there are 
always a few founding lies; b) Peo-
ple who go to war start to resemble 
their enemy; c) A conflict between a 
violent and a nonviolent force is a 
moral argument. If the violent side 

can provoke the 
nonviolent side 
into violence, 
the violent side 
has won; d) The 
problem of war 
lies not in the 
nature of hu-
manity but in 
the nature of 
power; e) The 
state imagines 
itself impotent 
without a mili-
tary because it 
cannot conceive 
power without 
force; f) Warfare 
produces peace 
activists. g) Vio-
lence always 
comes with a 
supposedly ra-
tional explana-
tion, which is 

only dismissed as irrational if the 
violence fails; h) The hard work of 
beginning a movement to end wars 
has already been done, and i) Wars 
against ªsavagesº and ªlesser mor-
talsº are most successful if there are 
©intellectual© underpinnings for such 
actions. Consider the works of Sel-
den, Hobbes, Rousseau, etc. (We can 
take land, resources, etc. from others 
since we will make better use of 
them). 
     The way of nonviolence is not an 
easy path. Kurlansky quotes the nov-
elist Antole France: ªWar will disap-
pear only when [we] shall take no 
part whatever in violence and shall be 
ready to suffer every persecution that 
abstention will bring themº. 
     The book is an invitation to ex-
plore nonviolent methods in geo-
politcal, racial and cultural settings. 
In Kurlansky' s words, ªNonviolence 
works and may be the [most effec-
tive] way to get things doneº. 
     Kurlansky©s book is truly a book 
for our times. 
 
Rudy Friesen is a member of Project 
Peacemakers'  board. 



                     Peace Projections    June2007   Page Seven 

convictions pertaining to war, paci-
fism and foreign policy.  
     The following questions could be a 
starting place for those of you who 
may oppose an idea, but are unsure of 
where on the educative path one 
should begin.  
     Keep in mind that the following 
questions and ªanswersº represent the 
humble beginnings of my search, and 
are also framed in order to be applica-
ble to other situations that deserve 
critique. They do not necessarily re-
flect Project Ploughshares'  stance on 
this particular issue.       
 
 1. Is a military operation the best way 
to go? Strategies that include severe 
militarism are accompanied by many 
civilian deaths, and this violence often 
serves as a recruiting drive for insur-
gent groups. 
2. What is the mainstream media say-
ing? How is it different from alterna-
tive news sources? Stories that docu-
ment expressed dissent or peace-full 
actions are tough to find; not because 
they do not exist, but because we are  
often attracted to sensationalist mes-
sages. Try to seek out the stories that 
add balance to blaring headlines.    
4. What messages are we sending with  

In the wake of media coverage per-
taining to the treatment of detainees 
released by Canadian soldiers to the  
Afghan government, as well as an 
article submitted to this quarter' s issue 
of Peace Projections, I have become 
more curious than ever about interna-
t i onal  af f ai rs, and Canada' s 
[non?]involvements in different situa-
tions worldwide. 
     Sadly to say, as potential personal 
involvements and opportunities in-
crease (as is likely to happen with  so 
many of us!), I have tendencies to shut 
off and become lethargic, or at least 
overwhelmed. This is, of course, detri-
mental to physical, mental, and spiri-
tual wellbeing.  
     As the personal peace-search con-
tinues (via a holiday in June!), I find 
myself wondering once again how to 
work against emerging exhaustions.  
     One of the first steps, it seems, is 
learning how to ask questions. One 
should not, of course, believe every-
thing one hears. But discernment is a 
difficult trick to learn.  
     In light of this, I have put together 
a list of questions that enabled me to 
engage with the situation in Afghani-
stan, and delve deeper into personal 

our military involvement? For exam-
ple, many Afghans, especially villag-
ers, are confused about the role and 
aims of foreign troops. (Can combat-
ive/destructive roles and peacekeep-
ing/aid roles really coincide?)  
5. What are we/what is Canada doing 
about to protect the people involved? 
In Afghanistan, there are ongoing 
concerns regarding human rights 
abuses and Canada' s complicity in 
this matter. And in our comparatively 
comfortable states, we forget to see 
the human faces of war, occupation, 
trade, and consumptive lifestyles. 
6. Can war even be won? The answer 
may be a definite `yes'  in some cir-
cumstances. But the nature of war 
seems to be changing, and it is in-
creasingly difficult to discern the 
ªGood guysº and ªBad guysº in light 
of multifaceted conflicts like the War 
on Terror.  How will we know when 
it is over?  
7. Are there any underlying reasons 
for this war? This is always a ques-
tion that should be asked, and alter-
native news sources tend to provide  
critiques that can start to answer this 
question.  
8. Shouldn' t we support our troops? 
For non-pacifists and pacifists alike, 

�2�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�T���B�O�E���-�F�U�I�B�S�H�Z���	�X�I�F�S�F���U�P���C�F�H�J�O� �
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By Karin Kliewer 

support for 
Canadian 
troops must be 
separated from 
support for a 
militaristic 
mission that 
may not make 
sense. However 
undecided we 
all may be 
about military 
intervention, 
this distinction 
must be ac-
knowledged.  
 
Karin Kliewer 
is on of Project 
Peacemakers'  
program Co-
coordinators. 
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Project Peacemakers 
News and Upcoming Events 
 
June 16, 11:00 am Join us before the 
Walk for Peace for a time of worship 
and reflection at Broadway Disciples 
United Church. 
 
We still want your feedback! 
In an effort to open dialogue con-
cerning events, media coverage, 
newsletter articles, etc, we want to 
welcome Letters to the Editor. Please 
make your opinions known! Submis-
sions of 250 words or less are wel-
come. Please include your name, 
phone number and email so that we 
may contact you.  
 
Red River Co-op 
Please consider buying your gas from 
Red River Co-op, using the Project 
Peacemakers member number: 
115339.  We receive several hundred 
dollars a year this way.  Thanks to 
everyone who supports us through 
Co-op purchases. 
 
Peace Library Internet Registration 
Visit our fully-functional, updated 
peace library catalogue at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org and reg-
ister yourself.  Registration is needed to 
hold, renew, and sign out items. 
 
Project Peacemakers  ISSN# 
:ISSN 1718-4258   
 
Donations and Memberships 
When mailing cheques to Project 
Peacemakers, please write in the 
memo line if it is a membership re-
newal, donation or both. 

Neo-Colonialism  
Continued from p. 3 

�5�B�L�F���M�P�D�B�M���B�D�U�J�P�O�������K�P�J�O���V�T�� 
To get involved in Project Peacemakers, 
come by our office or give us a call. 
Presently we have about 250 members.  
Membership includes a subscription to 
Peace Projections and input into the 
organization' s programs and activities.  
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two 
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional.  Tax receipts are given for funds 
received over $10.  The work of peace-
making is important and exciting.  Please 
join us in this endeavour.  Invite your 
friends as well. 

 
June 16, 12:30 pm. Peace Alliance 
Winnipeg will hold its Annual Walk 
for Peace on June 16, 2007. Meet at 
the Legislature and physically show 
your support for peaceful agendas 
worldwide 
 
June 19, 7pm: Lessons from Hon-
duras: Local Init iatives that work!  
Join Project Peacemakers’ Program 
Co-coordinator Mya Wheeler in the 
Concert Hall of Westminster United 
Church (2nd floor just outside our 
office) for pictures and stories from 
the 6 inspired women who partici-
pated in a two-week study tour 
sponsored by the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank. Discussion and 
refreshments afterward!  
 
Aug 6th: Day of Commemoration 
for Hiroshima/Nagasaki events. 
Keep watching your listings and 
biweekly emails for events on or 
around this day! 

 
Congratulations and Thank you.  
 
Congratul at i ons to A udrey 
McClelland, who won the Joan Mel-
anson award. This  annual award 
honors Ms. Melanson' s peace and 
advocacy work, and is given to a 
person who is engaged in behind-the-
scenes work for peace and justice. 
Audrey McClelland is a member of 
Project Peacemakers, and she has 
diligently worked to create and sup-
port networks of individuals and 
organizations, and is  actively in-
volved with the  KAIROS network.  
 
Thank you also to Immanuel United 
Church for supplying space, and to 
both Immanuel United and River 
East Mennonite Brethren Church for 
making all of that incredible food! 
 

�&�Y�U�S�B�T��
 

their own unique pecul iari ties, 
strengths, and weaknesses. Foreign 
cultures are no different. 
     Practices, ideas, and customs in 
the constant and chaotic maelstrom 
of culture are continuously being 
appropriated and put to new uses. I 
think the debate should not be fo-
cused on whether or not culture is 
being exchanged. It is. How this cul-
ture is being exchanged, however, is 
something that we can address. If we 
do not agree with a certain style of 
cultural exchange, then I believe we 
have a moral obligation to change it. 
     Perhaps I am wrong in dwelling 
so lightly on the harmful effects that 
the development industry and cultural 
marketplace have introduced. How-
ever, if one is to prove me wrong, 
one can only do so from the bank of 
one' s own experience. And in the 
acquiring of above-mentioned experi-
ence, one is forced to shoulder at 
least some part of this conundrum in 
her/his quest to discover how the 
world' s parts actually interact with 
each other. 
     How should two cultures interact?  
How should those who are different 
interact?  Do we have an obligation 
to help those who have less?  How do 
we go about solving our own defi-
ciencies? 
     I do not know the answers to these 
questions but I do think that a lot 
depends on our attempts to address 
them. The way in which we formu-
late answers has a profound impact 
upon participatory, community devel-
opment in our lives and in others. 
And if we are to attempt to deal with 
this problem we will need knowl-
edge. This is knowledge that can only 
be acquired by gathering up courage 
to enter other cultures, wherever they 
may be, in an honest attempt to learn, 
give, and receive. 
 
Darren Grunau is a CMU student 
who is currently doing his practicum 
in Bangladesh. 


