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"A Buy Nothing Christmas is about
[being] less busy and less crazy. [It's]
about relaxing and spending time with
loved ones," says Anna Weier, a PR
person for the Buy Nothing Christmas
campaign based in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba.

The movement, officially birthed in
2001, is meant to slow down con-
sumption during an often hectic holi-
day season. It all began when Aiden
Enns, a co-founder of the campaign,
saw the success of Adbusters maga-
zine's Buy Nothing Day.

Buy nothing Day is typically held
on the busiest days of the American
retail Calendar and the un-official start
of the Christmas shopping season.

"Why not extend this to the entire
holiday season?" Aiden wondered.
The campaign, which began with a
single full-page advertisement, now
stretches beyond North America.
Weier receives messages from places
as far away as Poland and Trinidad.

Throughout its five year history,
Buy Nothing Christmas has promoted
its message through a full length musi-
cal drama, a website that receives
1500 visitors per day, and an annual
in-mall anti-consumer carol sing.

This year, on December 16, Buy
Nothing Christmas will hit the malls
once again with a new project. They
will offer, as Enns calls it, "an inter-
faith chaplaincy service for weary
mall goers." To be stationed outside a
major shopping center, the purpose of
the chaplaincy project is to "give peo-
ple the opportunity to . . .step back
from the craziness of the mall at

about finding ways to do Christmas
differently. The website is full of peo-
ple sharing their creative approaches.
Families have decided to give money

to families in need, rather than buy
gifts for each other. Some people are
writing songs, creating art, planting
plants, or building puppet theatres for
their kids. Others offer coupons for
back massages or nights of babysitting.
And some are even scouring their local
recycling center for gift ideas.

Whether you are looking to, as
Enns puts it, "dethrone the consumer
mindset" or simply spend more quality
time with family and friends this holi-
day season, Buy Nothing Christmas is
an experiment in re-examining what
the Christmas-time spirit of giving is
really about.

Find out more about Buy Nothing
Christmas at buynothingchristmas.org.

Bucky Driedger is a CMU student and
is currently working as an intern with
Geez Magazine.
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by Bucky Driedger 
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Christmas . . .and reconsider the way
that they are doing things," says
Weier.

The campaign is also a response
to social injustice.
Weier suggests that,
" thoughtless con-
sumption can add to
environmental degra-
dation and social ine-
quality." Similarly,
Enns point out a para-
dox, in that "buying
into the Christmas
shopping expression
of love covertly en-
dorses structural vio-
lence in our world."
Our current corporate model
"exploits workers, does violence to
their economies, and obliterates the
competition of small-town independ-
ent stores," says Enns.

To buy nothing at Christmas may
sound a bit too hard-line for many,
who have done Christmas the
"regular" way for years. But, "it's
meant to be jarring and seem impos-
sible," says Enns, who concedes that,
"even softening the [buy nothing]
approach is helpful." Weier sees that
active responses to Buy Nothing
Christmas can be diverse. She says,
"Every person and every family
[can] take on their own concrete ac-
tions [in] having a creative Buy
Nothing Christmas." This may mean
buying less, buying fairly traded
goods, or making gifts yourself.

Feedback for Buy Nothing Christ-
mas has mostly been positive, says
Weier, and people seem to be excited

Above: BNC “Zen Santa” encourages peaceful  
approaches to purchasing and consumerism. 
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Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of
Project Peacemakers. Project Peacemakers, the
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to
empower people of faith and the larger community
to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemakers, to
work for justiceand the integrity of creation.

Your submissions are welcome. Please send them
to our office. For more information on any of the
stories, call theoffice.
We encourage you to work for peace. A good
way to start is to becomeamember of Project
Peacemakers. Seepageeight.
Editor : Derrick Martens (ISSN 1718-4258)

�4�U�P�S�J�F�T���G�S�P�N���Z�P�V�S���1�S�P�K�F�D�U���1�F�B�D�F�N�B�L�F�S�T���4�U�B�G�G��
 

�0�O���'�P�S�H�J�W�F�O�F�T�T 

By Karin Kliewer  
America was stunned by shootings at
a Pennsylvanian Amish schoolhouse
in early October. For a short time,
images of people adhering to a sim-
pler life were all over the news. We
could not believe that violence had
once again corrupted a safe space.
Although this was yet another school
shooting to add to a growing list of
tragedies (Columbine, Tabor, etc), it
seemed to make things worse that
this school was attended by members
of a community that teaches simplic-
ity and nonviolence as a way of life.

For a short while, we grasped for
meaning, photos, and quotes but the
Amish community has been tradition-
ally ‘set apart’ from the rest of the
world. In the face of redemptive vio-
lence, however‘holy’ wars, sensation-
al ist video games, and multi -
layered/multi-historied armed con-
flicts, we were left with one thing. It
was a very, very simple ‘set apart’
message of forgiveness.

This traditionally nonviolent com-
munity had the chance to really prac-
tice what it preached, and they met
this challenge with far more grace
and dignity than we expected. As
Sister Joan Chittister states in her
web-based article, “ it was not only
the violence suffered...that surprised
people. What really stunned the
country ...was that that the Amish
community itself simply refused to
hate what had hurt them.”

“Do not leave this area. Stay in
your home here” , an Amish delega-
tion told the family of Charles Carl

display our doubts. We also acknowl-
edge the many reasons why delegates
from the community connected with
the press instead of the girls’ parents.

Forgiveness often takes a lot of
time but words themselves still carry
much power. We have learned some-
thing valuable from the Amish com-
munity that, if internalized, would
contribute to overall societal peace
and health.

I have learned that pain and violence
areunavoidable, but there is such strength
found in community, faith and individu-
als that I cannot help but imagine what
might have happened if we had re-
sponded to major world issues (like
9/11) with the well-being of others in
our minds and forgiveness on our
lips.

Karin Kliewer is working at Project
Peacemakers on Monday. She is a gradu-
ate of Menno Simons College’s Conflict
Resolution and International Develop-
ment programs.

Roberts IV shortly after the events.
“We forgive this man.” Another rare
comment picked up by the press was
by a man who suspected that Marie
Roberts and her family would most
likely be welcomed at the funerals of
the five girls
w ho wer e
killed.

Experts on
f or g i v eness
question the
deepness of
these state-
ments and
those of us
w ho ho l d
grudges also
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By Jeff Metcalfe 
I have led a very privileged life in
many ways. Due to my father's ca-
reer, I had the ability to do some trav-
eling at a young age. This was a
critical time of formation in the way
my parents introduced me to new
places.

My Dad would bring me to the
famous tourist attractions, where
most of the rich people go. I was
generally awed by the greatness of
these things, whether they were ar-
chitectural or natural. However, he
would then take me to less traveled
parts of these lands; places where
children my own age lived on the
street.

I will never forget the time we
were in Mexico and after spending
the day at the Pyramids and fancy
hotels, he brought me to a broken
cobble stoned street. He then gave
me some money with the instruction
that I was to give it to one of the

``Your love for our family has 
helped to provide the healing we 
so desperately need. Gifts you've 
given have touched our hearts in 
a way no words can describe. ... 
Your compassion has reached 
beyond our family, beyond our 
community, and is changing our 
world, and for this we sincerely 
thank you.'' 
 
Marie Roberts, wife of Charles 
Carl Roberts IV 
�
“An Amish woman told me per-
haps the good that might come 
of this tragedy is, ‘We can tell 
people about Christ and actually 
show you in our walk that we for-
give, not just say it, but in our 
walk of life.  You know you have 
to live it, you can't just say it.’ 
     I realize I did not know what 
forgiveness was until now. “  
 
Ann Curry, NBC Anchor 
 
“ [Forgiveness] is the result of a 
conscious decision, a choice, 
more than an emotion. “ It is a 
decision to care or be construc-
tive, rather than be vengeful and 
destructive.”   
 
Howard Zehr, Professor and Co-
Director at the Centre for Justice 
and Peacebuilding at EMU 

Continued on p. 3 
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Every day I would scan the news to
see if any of my issues had been dis-
cussed while trying to understand the
background of certain Congressional
bills and keeping an eye on their pro-
gress. I also sought out and attended
various conferences or informational
meetings discussing each issue, in-
graining myself in the different or-
ganizations working on each issue.

Accordingly, during my short time
I was asked to write articles that cov-
ered these issues and summarized the
information I had learned. These arti-
cles were then published for all of
MCC’s constituents as a part of a tool
to educate and alert concerned people.
Basically I was becoming a type of
translator to help others understand
what was happening in their govern-
ment and in some ways, to keep the
government accountable to their citi-
zens.

In the end, I survived the culture
shock and began to become quite fond
of the intense but exciting atmosphere.
It is very overwhelming and some-
times difficult not to become discour-
aged by the burdensome problems,
issues, and tall walls made of concrete
and closed minds.

At the very same time, I discovered
a strength in the Peace of God which
truly does pass all our understanding
simply because in realizing God is in
control I realized my duty is simply to
be there as a tool.

The lesson DC taught me was sim-
ply to keep working, keep listening,
and keep standing for justice while
holding tightly to Peace.

Mya Wheeler is a student at CMU
studying International Development
and Politics. She is the daughter of
parents whose strong Mennonite faith
took their family to Indonesia for a
three year service term with MCC.
Accordingly my life has always had a
strong international pull.

Mya Wheeler, Jeff Metcalfe, and
Karin Kliewer have been working
part-time with Project Peacemakers
for the past few months.

Stories Continued from p.2 
rently working at Project Peacemak-
ers on Fridays.
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By Mya Wheeler 
This past summer was spent learning
how to survive in the fast paced,
intense, almost otherworldly space of
Washington DC as I did my CMU
practicum with the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee (MCC) advocacy
office.

First, I dealt with culture shock.
DC is quite different from Winnipeg
or other large cities due to the fact it
is the center of a vast amount of
global political activity. Some peo-
ple say in order to survive in DC you
must stay out of politics but the real-
ity is that most people live in DC
precisely to be in the political world.

Walking so close to places where
a few people make decisions that
affect millions of lives is truly a sol-
emn experience. Being surrounded
by armed guards, walls, and constant
fear of attack is a reality of many in
DC and it was frustrating to see new
walls go up around places that used
to be publicly accessible.

After I finally started to under-
stand the cultural climate, I had to
tackle Washington’s daily system.
MCC works to educate and alert its
constituents but also to lobby on
their behalf. I worked on the issues
of criminal justice, military recruit-
ment, conscientious objection, and
the death penalty. This meant I had
to be a part of various “working
groups” , which are coalitions of
Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) that work together to have a
stronger voice, enabling them to be
better heard by the government.

homeless people so that they could
use it to buy food for supper that
night.

Taking the money from his hand,
I walked down the street a little ways
to a boy who stuck out his arms
longingly. He looked to be about the
same age as me, except he was cov-
ered in dirt and looked sick.

This moment destroyed my
world, as when I looked into that
boy's eyes, all I could see was some-
one exactly like me and yet, here I
was giving him money.
Who was I as a child to have the
power to feed another child, a boy
who if he had grown up in my world,
probably would have wanted to play
tag with me instead of wanting food
from me?

This realization at such a young
age was a gift that my father gave
me that I thank God for every day.
At the time this realization was so
overwhelming to me that I couldn't
even hand him the coins. I couldn't
even touch him; instead, I threw it to
the boy and ran away, chased by the
guilt of the massive inequalities that
I was a part of.

I am now in my second year of
school at Canadian Mennonite Uni-
versity where I am studying Peace
and Conflict Transformation and yet,
this image has not left me. I think
our society often reacts like I did as
a child when we are confronted by
the gruesome realities of our exis-
tence; we run.

Part of my hope for working with
Project Peacemakers is that I may
help our community to take a serious
look at the way we live our lives and
the inequalities therein. This is
something I think we can only do by
destroying our world view through
education on the realities of our
world. Perhaps then our communi-
ties will stop running from our guilt
and will instead stand against those
inequalities, a peace which is pro-
f oundl y based i n act i on.

Jeff Metcalfe is a student at CMU
studying Peace and Conflict Resolu-
tion Studies (PACTS). He is cur-
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Cost of joining the co-op is $10 a year
for students, and $20 a year for fac-
ulty, staff and alumni. So far, over 30
memberships have been sold. Benefits
include free access to tools and work-
space, access to affordable shop rates,
parts and accessories, and a 15 percent
discount at Olympia Cycle and Ski, a
local bike shop.

Lucas Redekop, a fourth year the-
ology major from Floradale, Ont. and
co-head of CMU’s Peace and Social
Awareness Committee, was the first
student to purchase a membership. “ I
support the bike as a form of transpor-
tation, and not just a leisure activity.
The co-op is a great service to students
who commute by bike, and hopefully
it will show students who don’ t bike
how accessible it is.”

Adam Beriault, a fourth year his-
tory major from Calgary, is the co-
op’s resident mechanic. He agrees
with Redekop, saying that the co-op is
“a good place to learn how a bike
works, and how to fix a bike.”
But in addition to the practical bene-
fits, the co-op exists to promote other
good reasons for bike riding.
For CMU admissions counselor Karin
Kliewer, riding her bike to work is
“part of a conscious slowing down of
life . . . any decision to slow down can
make space for reflection, which is
something we often neglect.”

As well, she says, the bike co-op
fits in with CMU’s emphasis on com-
munity and simplicity. “The co-op is a
community builder. I dropped in last
Wednesday and saw people I really
care about working on their bikes. It
was exciting to see the resource being
used.”

Huebner adds that bike riding is
also a political act. “There’s a big war
happening in the Middle East right
now, and it’s about oil,” he says, not-
ing that while bike riding won’ t alter
North American reliance on oil, it is a
way of “doing something on a small
scale that is nonetheless significant.”

Ultimately, he states, the purpose
of the co-op “ is to promote the use of
the bicycle as a form of transportation.
It’s a simple machine—nuts, bolts,

From the Editor: Although not everyone
can practice the following form of
‘ treading lightly’ on the earth, its environ-
mental and personal peacebuilding ca-
pacities should not be overlooked. Other
ways CMU students are practicing stew-
ardship involve selling fair trade and or-
ganic coffee and tea and locally produced
goods at a student run café, holding a
Christmas craft skill-sharing extrava-
ganza, and supporting organizations
through their Peace and Social Concerns
Committee (PSAC). So if you don’ t cycle,
be encouraged; there are other outlets and
other ways to creatively work towards
stewardship!

“ If Jesus drove a car, what kind would
he drive? For Chris Huebner, the an-
swer is that he wouldn’ t drive a car at
all—he’d ride a bike.

Huebner, Assistant Professor of
Theology and Ethics at Canadian
Mennonite University (CMU), is one
of the driving forces (no pun intended)
behind Sanctoral Cycle, the univer-
sity’s new bike co-op.

“American theologian Stanley
Hauerwas once said that if you teach
children to play baseball early on in
their lives, you’ ll raise good children,”
says Huebner. “ I would say it’s the
same thing with riding a bike. It’s
more of a skill than driving is, and it’s
a training of the body.”

The co-op takes its name from the
liturgical cycle of feast days in honour
of the saints. And just as feast days
serve to nourish and sustain the body,
enabling people to form habits that
contribute to virtuous character, the
co-op seeks to cultivate good habits of
physical health and environmental
stewardship, Huebner says.

The idea for the bike co-op origi-
nated in spring, prompting Huebner to
do some research about co-ops at
other universities. Other staff at CMU
began to take interest in the idea, and
various CMU Student Council com-
mittees, such as the Sports & Recrea-
tion Committee and Peace & Social
Awareness Committee, became inter-
ested in helping the co-op get started.
It officially opened in September.

.

By Aaron Epp 
Courtesy of www.cmu.ca
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and a little oil—and not hard to keep
up.”
But most importantly, he says, biking
“ is fun.”

Aaron Epp is an English student at
CMU doing his practicum through
CMU’ s Communications Depart-
ment. He also writes for the Uniter
and is active in numerous arts or-
ganizations.

For a little PEACE of mind 
call us for all your insurance needs. 

 
 

Autopac  • Business  • Home 

 Life •  Group Benefits 
 

 
Tony Taronno CAIB 

 
186-2025 Corydon Ave. 
Winnipeg, MB  R3P 0N5 

 
Phone 988-1511 

Above: Adam Beriault, CMU student 
and Bike Mechanic 
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Around Halloween, CBC Radio Winnipeg
had a contest for people to share the scari-
est book they had ever read. I almost
called to talk about Towers of Deception:
the Media Cover-Up of 9/11. This book
was generously donated to Peacemakers
by Carolyn Andrich and we thank her.

Whether or not you are into conspiracy
theories, I highly recommend this book, as
it teaches one to question certain systems
and organizations that we have been taught
to trust blindly.

Well-known former CBC journalist
Barry Zwicker argues that the tragic 9/11
events (pertaining to both the twin towers
and the pentagon) were indeed an inside
job--as have been countless incidents
throughout history where something hap-
pened that turned public opinion a certain
way.

Zwicker calls these incidents (From
Guy Fawkes to the Kennedy assassination
to the Gulf of Tonkin) “ false flag opera-
tions” and argues that an ‘ invisible govern-
ment’ of state officials, major corpora-
tions, media players and who knows who
else, have conspired to precipitate these
incidents in order to turn popular public
opinion towards their agenda.

He argues that
t h e r e a l
‘ conspiracy’ is
that those who
caused the 9/11
attacks (who were
not necessarily the
same people that
the media re-
por ted) have
joined the main-
stream media to
cover up many of
the events that
took place.

As a person
who saw the Wa-
tergate movie and
heard Deep Throat
tell the reporters
to “Follow the
money” , I would
h av e l i k ed
Zwicker to eco-
nomically back up
his comments on
the apparently
huge gains made

by insiders in theairline industry

and by the largecorporationsnow in Iraq.
Before picking up this book, I thought

that Zwicker’s thesis was rather ludicrous -
no one wants to think there could be any
truth in the idea that the heartbreaks and
insecurities produced on 9/11 might have
been an ‘ inside’ job. I certainly did not
want to believe this, so I decided to read
further into it in order to be able to dismiss
it. (I know-not exactly an open mind!).

As I read more, to my dismay, I really
began to worry about whether he may be
right, or at least partially right.

I expect there are people who can refute
some of his claims pertaining to the archi-
tectural impossibilities of the twin towers’
collapse. There may even be some who can
look at photos of buildings around the
world still standing after 18 hour of burning
and explain why the New York towers
collapsed so quickly, but Zwicker does
make the reader think about the possibility
of controlled demolitions as opposed to a
random act of terrorism.

I found Zwicker’s book to be captivat-
ingly written, well-argued, and disturbingly
frightening. If you already distrust certain
media/government actions, or if you want
to read-to-dismiss or if you are just curious
for new perspectives, Towers of Deception
is worth the read.

Dianne Cooper is one of Project Peace-
makers’ founders, and is the current board
chair. In addition to being an avid reader,
she devotes much time to a number of dif-
ferent organizations.
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Towers of Deception: The Media 
Cover-Up of 9/11 
 
Reviewed by Dianne Cooper 

Lessons can be learned from the
United Nations Platform for Action
Committee (UNPAC). Staff mem-
bers at UNPAC have been working
since 1995 to build awareness sur-
rounding women and the economy.
Their focus has primarily been to
educate women about the provincial
budget, and their methods have been
participatory, cooperative and fun.
Here are two creative ways in which
they have worked towards gender
equity and structural peace within
Winnipeg:

Dec. 8, 2006: Local women gath-
ered for a funeral to mourn budget
cuts (40%) to Status of Women Can-
ada. After removing “equality” from
the mandate of SWC, the federal
government recently announced that
it is closing 12 of 16 regional Status
of Women offices across the coun-
try. To express their sadness and

By Karin Kliewer and  
Becky Thiessen 

Continued on p. 8 
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Prair ie Public Television/60 minutes

Produced and Wr itten by Judith
Ehr lich and Rick Tejada-Flores.

Reviewed by Jon Derksen
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This film tells the
story of World War II
conscientious objec-
tors (C.O.), with war-
time footage in black
and white, and more
recent footage in
color. According to
the film, after the
Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor in De-
cember 1941, 17 mil-
lion Americans regis-
tered for combat.
42,000 conscientious
objectors refused to serve. A dozen
of them appear in interviews in the
film.

Options for C.O.s were to join the
forces, go to jail, or claim C.O.
status. The historic peace churches,
Mennonites, Quakers, and Church of
the Brethren, had negotiated an alter-
native arrangement in Civilian Public
Service. 12,000 C.O.s accepted this
arrangement. The hardest accusation
to answer was that they were para-
sites who lacked gratitude and love
for the people and country that had
nurtured them. So many competed
for dangerous jobs such as fire-
fighting or volunteered to be medical
guinea pigs.

Since their work camp labor was
often meaningless, from 1942 on-
wards, some 3000 were allowed to
work in mental hospitals. They found
brutal care in harsh conditions, often
with patients naked and subject to
frequent beatings. The C.O.s docu-
mented the abuses, exposed the mal-
treatment, and carried cases of abuse
to court. These actions led to major
reforms in mental health care.

Although Hollywood propaganda
supported the war, one famous actor,
Lew Ayres, took an opposing posi-
tion. He played a leading role in the
antiwar film, All Quiet on the West-
ern Front. Eventually the govern-

ment allowed him to serve as an
army medic in the South Pacific.
This opened the door for 25,000
C.O.s to serve as noncombatants.

7000 C.O.s were jailed. Eight
students of New York’s Union Theo-

logical Seminary, includ-
ing George Houser, Dave
Dellinger and Don Bene-
dict, refused to register
and served prison sen-
tences. Prisons were ra-
cially segregated. A num-
ber, including Bill Suth-
erland, an African-
American, led a strike
against segregation and
landed in solitary con-
finement. Eventually the
prison officials released
them in order to let Bene-
dict pitch and win a

championship softball game. Such
strikes spread to other prisons.
Prison authorities considered these
men who resisted war for philosophi-
cal and political reasons the most
difficult prisoners.

The end of the war was bitter-
sweet for C.O.s. The bombs on

Hiroshima and
Nagasaki damp-
ened any joy.
Soldiers came
home as heroes,
but C.O.s went
home with no
public welcome.
After the war
thousands of
C.O.s went to
Europe, partly to
negate charges
of ungrateful
irresponsibi l i ty,
and partly to
help repair the
damage of war.
To their credit,
in 1947 the
Quaker Relief
Service won the
Nobel Prize for
Peace.

A m er i c an
consci ent i ous

objectors left a lasting legacy. Many
became involved in the American
civil rights movement; in 1947
George Houser participated in the
first Freedom Rides for racially inte-
grated interstate bus service. In the
1960s and 1970s Dave Dellinger and
others joined the anti-Vietnam War
movement. In the 1970s and 1980s
Houser and Bill Sutherland worked
in the anti-Apartheid movement that
led to the release of Nelson Mandela.
Lew Ayres returned to acting and
continued as a peace activist. The
Amish C.O. Sam Yoder became a
college professor, and his two sons
registered as C.O.s in the Vietnam
War.

This informative one hour film
leaves us with food for thought:
“Every great expansion of human
freedom began with small begin-
nings.”

Small actions of conscientious
objectors set in motion new attitudes
worldwide toward war and peace.

roduced

John Derksen is Assistant Professor of
Conflict Resolution Studies at Menno
SimonsCollege in Winnipeg, MB, and a
board member of Project Peacemakers.
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store.
Zellers and Wal-Mart received the

‘needs improvement’ rating, and the
ever-popular Toys ‘R’ Us
was the only store deemed
‘unacceptable.’

We are encouraged that
there are many toy stores in
Winnipeg that sell few vio-
lent toys; some only stock-
ing a few pirate’s weapons
etc.

At the same time, we are discour-
aged by the great number of violent
toys and games being sold in other
stores.

In one store, this year, a volunteer
asked a clerk about buying a Ma-
ture-rated game (not to be sold to
people younger than seventeen
years) for her 10-year-old grand-
son, and the clerk replied that he

had played the game at the
age of ten, and encouraged
her to buy the game. In all
cases, the stores that re-
ceived the poorest ratings did
so because of the large num-
ber of violent video and com-
puter games they sold, com-
bined with militaristic toys.

We have several recommendations:
For the toy retailers, we ask for leader-
ship and for commitment to help build
a culture a peace. At a minimum, we
ask that violent toys be removed from
store windows and displays and from
the view of young
children. We ask that
stores display promi-
nent signage ex-
plaining the ESRB
rating system for the
sale of computer and
video games, as
mandated by provin-
cial legislation.

We recommend that the Provincial
Government educate parents about
violent video games, their effects on
children, and how they can choose
appropriate games.

For the general public, especially
parents and grandparents: Please be
discerning about the kinds of toys and
games you buy for your children.

On Saturday, November 25, twenty-
one volunteers participated in the sev-
enth annual inspection of Winnipeg’s
toy and department stores on Satur-
day, November 25, 2006.

As many of you know, the inspec-
tion was organized
and carried out by
Project Peacemak-
ers vol unteers,
board members and
staff. Our goal is to
continue to raise
awareness about the
levels of violence in children’s toys
and games and to call on retailers,
government and the wider community
to take steps to limit this violence.

A growing body of evidence con-
firms that exposure to violent toys,
games and media can increase
aggressive behaviour, desensitize
people to violence, and contribute
to an exaggerated fear of the
world.

Our volunteers included par-
ents, youth, young adults, and one
child. We visited fifteen stores,
including major chain stores and
small independent retailers.

We were looking to see whether in-
store displays promoted violent toys,
whether they sold violent and milita-
rized toys, and particularly if they

were at eye-level for
young children. We
wanted to know whether
toy guns were sold and
how realistic they were,
if violent electronic
games were available,
and how they were dis-

played.
Our findings were as follows:

In the category of excellent was: A
Child’s Place, Knowledge Tree and
Scholar’s Choice.

The stores rated as ‘commendable’
included Kite and Kaboodle, Explore
Store, Elements of Nature, Hans
Christian Toys, Sears, Toad Hall Toys

In the categories of good or Ac-
ceptable were BJ’s Super Toy Sales,
The Bay, and Real Canadian Super-

By Lisa Martens 

�5�P�Z���4�U�P�S�F���*�O�T�Q�F�D�U�J�P�O�T���3�B�U�F�����-�P�D�B�M���#�V�T�J�O�F�T�T�F�T��
Support stores that sell nonviolent
toys. Let your local toy store know if

you object to certain products.
Let the Film Classification
Board know if you find a rat-
ing to be inappropriate for a
specific video or computer
game.

Our task seems even more
compelling in the light of Can-
ada’s increasingly offensive

stance in the war in Afghanistan, as
well as the escalating war and in Iraq,
and terrorist attacks throughout the
world.

In a world that might seem inse-
cure and frightening to many North

American children, it is even
more urgent to provide them
with a play environment that
fosters creati vi ty, wise
choices, cooperation and prob-
lem-solving skills, rather than
one which increases fear and
aggression.

So engage with children;
read to/with them, imagine with
them, engage and encourage them to
be creative and constructive with their
spare/play time, and take time your-
self to talk and laugh with them!
Children hold much wisdom and we
can learn much from their world
view.

We want to sincerely thank all
who participated in this year’s event,
and we hope that you have been ener-

gized and inspired to work
towards peace-full play at
home and in your wider
communities.

The organizers of this year’s
Toy store Inspection were
Bev Ridd and Lisa Martens.
Bev is a longtime board

member and member of Project
Peacemakers, and for the past three
months, Lisa has been working as one
of Project Peacemakers’ Program
Coordinators.

Most photos were found at
www.educationaltoysplanet.com

.
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Project Peacemakers 
News and Upcoming Events 
 
Toy Store Inspections and Sing for 
Peace Fundraising Concert  
Thanks to all who came out and sup-
ported us in these ways! 
 
.  
 
 
 
Red River Co-op 
Please consider buying your gas from 
Red River Co-op, using the Project 
Peacemakers member number: 
115339.  We receive several hundred 
dollars a year this way.  Thanks to 
everyone who supports us through 
Co-op purchases. 
 
Peace Library Internet Registration 
Visit our fully-functional, updated 
peace library catalogue at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org and reg-
ister yourself.  Registration is needed to 
hold, renew, and sign out items. 
 
Project Peacemakers  ISSN # 
:   ISSN 1718-4258   
 
Donations and Memberships 
When mailing cheques to Project 
Peacemakers, please write in the 
memo line if it is a membership re-
newal, donation or both. 

 
. 
 
 
 

Creative Continued 
from p.5 

�5�B�L�F���M�P�D�B�M���B�D�U�J�P�O�������K�P�J�O���V�T��
To get involved in Project Peacemakers,
come by our office or give us a call.
Presently we have about 250 members.
Membership includes a subscription to
Peace Projections and input into the
organization’s programs and activities.
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional. Tax receipts are given for funds
received over $10. The work of peace-
making is important and exciting. Please
join us in this endeavour. Invite your
friends as well.

From theEditor
You will notice that this month’s newslet-
ter has a slightly more local/North Ameri-
can flavour than a typical Peace Projec-
tions newsletter might have. This was the
result of both chance and choice. The
articles that happened to be compiled in
this edition were most available to me this
month.. I do, however, feel that it is very
important for us to look to thepeace proc-
esses happening in our homes, on our
doorsteps, and in familiar places.

I very much welcome ideas and sub-
missions, and look forward to upcoming
issues that will report on peacemakers
around theglobe.

On a completely different note, Project
Peacemakers is welcoming Jeff Metcalfe
on staff. Jeff is majoring in Peace and
Conflict Transformation Studies (PACTS)
at Canadian Mennonite University and
has already given us much-needed and
helpful critique, website aid, and admin-
istrativesupport.

We arealso bidding goodbye to LisaMar-
tens, who was very active with our recent
Toy Store Inspections. We wish you all
thebest in your continued peacework!

We would also like to say thank you to
Jonathan Dyck and Catherine Diduch,
who were volunteering with us this se-
mester as a part of their studies. Catherine
worked behind the scenes with adminis-
trative organization, and Jonathan has
been creating visual peace-reminders that
will become part of the literature we hand
out at events. Thanks to both of you and
good luck in the rest of your studies!

�5�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T��
were dressed in black and carried
tombstones representing the potential
impact of the cuts to local organiza-
tions such as UNPAC, the West End
Women’s Resource Centre, the North
End Women’s Resource Centre, and
the Women’s Health Clinic.

March 6, 2006: Manitoba’s own
Femme Fiscale made her first public
appearance at the Legislature on Pro-
vincial Budget Day. The Femme Fis-
cale is Manitoba's own true-to-life
superheroine, who sports platform for
action boots (to stamp out inequality)
and a tool belt full of women’s rights
implements. You’ ll know her by her
cape. The Femme Fiscale’s mission is
to hold government accountable for
their commitments to women’s hu-
man rights. As the conscience of the
province, she works with the Golden
Boy (the province’s vision) to in-
crease equality in Manitoba. This
spandex-clad heroine received public
and media attention on the day of the
budget, and contributed colour, per-
sonality, and accountability to what
may have been just another budget
unveiling.

Find Femme Fiscale’s adventures in
print at http://www.unpac.ca. Choose
the “ Gender Budget” option.

outrage at these cuts,
people gathered at the
Women’ s Memorial
Grove (on the Legisla-
tive grounds) and pro-
ceeded to the Federal
Building, in a funeral
procession. Participants

Above: The Femme Fiscale makes 
her appearance on provincial 

budget day 
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