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Interview by Karin Kliewer

Recently, | had the privilege of meet-
ing with four young activists who
were active parts of the planning com-
mittee for Grant Park High School’s
Social Justice Conference, held in
Winnipeg thisfall.

Amirah Sequeira, (the Social Jus-
tice Committee chair) along with Kati
Sidwall, Graham Schellenberg, and
Carl Dalton not only shared with me
about the Social Justice Committee,
but they also talked about work on
Grant Park High's Ayuda Human
Rights Committee, the HIV/AIDS
Committee, and an Environmental
group. As we spoke about their in-
volvements and interests, | was greatly
encouraged.

The Social Justice Conference was
a day-long event that saw keynote
speakers David Northcott of Winnipeg
Harvest and Fred Penner, a children’s
entertainer who has traveled to Kenya
with World Vision. In addition to the
plenary sessions, students had the op-
tion to sign up for three workshops on
various issues. The day ended with an
open philosophical forum for senior
students and a human rights play for
studentsin younger grades.

The following are afew questions |
asked, and the responses | received.

Project Peacemakers. It may not be
as unusual as many of us think but it is
truly great to hear about youth who
are engaged with political and human-
centered issues. Could you outline
how you got involved in these issues,
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and what your interests are currently
centered around?

Amirah Sequeira: When | was eight
years old, | had the opportunity to
visit Malawi, where my family has
its roots. | saw poverty and became
aware of HIV/AIDS issues, corrup-
tion, sexual exploitation and prostitu-
tion. There was a simple message in
al of this, and it was “This isn't
right, we have to change it". This
message has stuck with me. | was
lucky to have that opportunity, and |
can't put it to waste.

Kati Sidwall: | was pulled into it!
(laughs) | grew up with Amirah, and
in grade 2 we learned about land-
mine issues. From there, we learned
more about cycles of poverty and
malnutrition, and in Environmental
Science class

area.
Carl Dalton: My experience has come
from different conferences on Climate
Change and Consumerism. | soaked in
the videos shown by my Physics
teacher that addressed how people in
developing countries earn wages, recy-
cled clothes and materials, and how
our consumerism is affecting the cli-
mate. This made me curious about
micro loans, economics and sciences,
and different governmental laws that
keep this happening. (editor’s note:
Interestingly enough, all four of these
activists cited teachers and classes as
influences on their interests. Thisis an
encouragement to all who find them-
selves in mentor-roles. You never know
how impacting you might be!)

Continued on p. 2

we discussed
population
problems,
poverty and
disease. A big
event was
when | heard
Steven Lewis
(former UN
Specia  En-
voy to HIV/
AIDS in Af-
rica) speak.
All these
events were
natural steps,
and there are

always things | Clockwise from left: Kati Sidwell, Amirah Sequeira, Graham
to do in this|Schellenberg, Carl Daton
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Continued from p.1

Graham Schellenberg: | wasn't
really involved until grade nine, when
| visited Cuba with my family. | saw
extremely rich and super poor people.
Almost immediately after | got back, |
got sucked into the Climate Change
Committee and the HIV/AIDS com-
mittee.

PP: You are all so passionate, but
your interests span such a wide range
of passions, and | can only imagine
that with a committee of 20 people (10
really involved ones), there would be
even more issues to address. | think
the answer to this next question is the
key to organization and mobilization
worldwide. How do you work to-
gether, get things done, and address
everyone' s interests?

AS: We do have different committees
at school that work with specific is-
sues, and we have coordinated the
schedules of our weekly meetings so
that people can attend more than one.
But we need to realize that all these
topics are related to the same funda-
mental principles. If we help each
other out, we're helping out our own
causes too. The conference was great
for this, because it was a chance to
focus on many different issues
through workshops and plenary ses-
sions.

CS: We just tend to help each other
out in any way possible, because if we
work together our interests won't be
in conflict with each other. | was one
of the people helping with the Social
Justice Conference, but | don't even
know if I'm part of the committee!
(laughter). For this conference, we
split into different groups (Event

Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of
Project Peacemakers. Project Peacemakers, the
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an
ecumenical body of Christians whose god is to
empower people of faith and the larger community
to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemakers, to
work for justice and the integrity of creation.

Y our submissions are welcome. Please send them
to our office. For more information on any of the
stories, call the office.

We encourage you to work for peace. A good

way to start is to become a member of Project
Peacemakers. See page eight.

Editor: KarinKliewer  (ISSN 1718-4258)

Framework, topics speakers and me-
chanics, Logistics, Food, Technol-
ogy), and each of us had a subcommit-
tee to work with these different needs.
KS: All issues tie in with each other.
It turns into a chain reaction of posi-
tive feedback loops. (editor's exam-
ple: if someone has access to clean
water, disease will decrease, if disease
decreases, more families will be able
to work the fields or create a business,
which means more access to food and
other resources, which increases stan-
dard of living, etc)

our base of understanding, finding
little things that make a difference.

KS: It's dso important to learn to
guestion what you see and read. Get a
book, ask teachers or other people
who know about the issue, look into
Government policies; in general, be
curious about what you are taught!

PP: What message are you trying to
get out to older demographics?

AS. Ask us what we think! | was at
the International HIV/AIDS Confer-
ence in Toronto, and there was a ses-

sion that dealt
with  youth
engagement. |
was one of the
only  youths
present, and
no one in-
cluded me or
asked my
opinion. Also,
encourage-
ment is good.
At the Social
Justice Con-
ference, it was
great to have
teachers come

A gym full of attentive High School studentsis addressed at
Grant Park High's Social Justice Conference.

up to me and
tell me what
they had

PP: What message are you trying to
get out to youth?

CS. We want to raise awareness, if
older people don’'t know about an
issue, we want to include them too. In
general, we want to encourage every-
oneto take action!

GD: Everyone has probably heard
about these situations (lower end jobs,
HIV/AIDS), but we want people to
get involved and do something about
it.

AS: For example, students here at
Grant Park are redly aware of the
HIV/AIDS epidemic, because of me-
dia attention as well as the work of
our committee. Although we don’t
want to have too many focuses, we
need to make sure people redize that
al issues are interwoven with each
other. We need to keep building on

learned. | hope that when adults see
us being motivated, then they will be
moved to action as well.

PP: You and your classmates have
so many accomplishments, which
include the Social Justice Confer-
ence, as well as last year's Arctic
Climate Change Youth Forum and
the HIV/AIDS conference two years
ago. What are some challenges that
you' ve come across, and what keeps
you going?

CD: It is unfair that we have privi-
leges because we're born into it. |
think a personal sense of justice
keeps me going, because once you
start, you can't really stop.

GS: Issues are till going on; people

Continued on p. 3
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continued from p. 2

are dll living in poverty even
though we're discussing it. If we
stop now, we're not solving it, be-
cause we're just beginning.
KS: I'm frustrated with the lack of
urgency that people seem to hold. So
many people seem to not be very
passionate. | would like to see an
incredible fire that attacks issues
head on. There's so much to learn,
and | feel like | need to know every-
thing.
AS. | said this before, but it all
comes down to the idea that “this
isn't right and we need to change it”.
It's a challenge to find the balance
between making change and under-
standing situations that are before us.
| was so encouraged by thisinter-
view. Our often apathetic or indi-
vidualistic circumstances train us to
be surprised at any outward-thinking
mobilization we see. But this meet-
ing taught me that it probably is not
asrare as we might think.

Many times, | become disillu-
sioned by the countless agendas of
countless worthy issues, and in the
midst of that, a smple message is
forgotten. This message reminds us
that everything is connected, and if
we work at one issue, other passions
will be addressed in the process.

These four students encouraged
me to set aside my own personal
struggles and not necessarily look
for places where | could make a dif-
ference, but instead look at a bigger
picture, and perhaps find places
where | could help others make a
difference. This move from personal
to communal agendas is a very sig-
nificant switch.

Thank you to Amirah, Kati, Carl
and Graham for taking time out of
your schedules to meet with me! |
sincerely wish you al the best as you
continue you work.

Karin Kliewer is one of the members
of Project Peacemakers Program
Coordination team.
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By Aaron Epp

Just days after returning from New
Orleans, where they helped people
affected by Hurricane Katrina and a
tornado, 14 CMU students are trying
to adjust to life back in Winnipeg.

“I'm dtill trying to process the
experience,” says Mikaela
Villalobos, a first-year Y outh Minis-
try major from Quarryville, Pennsyl-
vania. “You could sense the distress
that the people of New Orleans were
feeling, but that they were searching
for hope.”

The distress Villalobos refersto is
the result of the tornado that struck
New Orleans in the early morning of
February 13. Although not large, it
was powerful, killing one person,
injuring others and damaging dozens
of businesses and homes in the West-
wego, Uptown, Carrollton and Gen-
tilly areas of the city.

The students had gone to New

was among a group of students sent to
the scene of the disaster shortly after
the tornado touched down. “Y ou see it
on TV at home and you think, ‘Well,
that’s too bad,” and then you go have
supper. But actually being there makes
it that much more real.”

Throughout the rest of the week, all
of the students participated in some
form of tornado clean up, picking up
debris, demolishing damaged proper-
ties, putting tarps over damaged roofs
to prevent secondary damage and
helping residents move their belong-
ings out of damaged homes.

Tales abounded of Katrina victims
who had just returned to their homes,
only to have them destroyed by the
tornado. One passer-by remarked that
perhaps the destruction caused by the
two disasters was karma for  some-
thing someone in the city had done,
and proceeded to apologize on behalf
of that person.

Another tornado victim was quoted
in The Times-Picayune, New

Orleans' dailly newspaper, as
saying that the help of CMU
students was the only bright spot
in her day.
But it was hearing the stories of
people affected by the disasters
that really affected the students.
“Everyone has a story,” says
Aisha Entz, a first-year student
from Newton, Kansas.
“Being able to hear the sto-

Tornado Damage in New Orleans

ries of people down there is

Orleans during their Reading Week
with Mennonite Disaster Service
(MDS) to rebuild homes damaged by
Hurricane Katrina. They started the
week working on homes affected by
Katrina, painting, prepping homes
for painting, putting in floors and
demolishing homes and garages that
were beyond repair. But after the
tornado struck, they were pulled off
their origina work assignments to
clean up debris.

“It's kind of weird to be in
[disaster] areas right after they're
hit,” says Andrew Richert, a 20-year-
old Church Ministries major from
Swift Current, Saskatchewan who
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something that really sticks out
for me.”

Entz described the trip as “redly,
really good,” adding “I think it im-
pacted a lot of us, including the way
we live our daily life.” Richert agreed,
saying it was an experience he won't
soon forget.

“At one point, we were doing a
roofing job in a section of town that
was abandoned, with al of the houses
gutted. | looked around and thought,
wow, no one's living there. You real-
ize the impact of the storm, you real-
ize you're doing some good, and
you're glad you came.”

Continuedon p. 6
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By Mya Wheeler

Recently, | traveled to the beautiful
country of Honduras with a group of
9 young women from across Canada
on the 5th annual Youth Food Dis-
covery Tour to Central America, led

Agency, a maquila (otherwise known
as a sweatshop), an international port
and various grassroots organizations
from both northern and southern
countries. Along the way we stayed
in homes where Honduran host fami-
lies took care of us, inviting us into

their homes with warm hospi-
tality.

During our stay we wrote
short blog [Web Log—like an
online diary] entries, and this
was what | wrote regarding my
first impressions:

We have come to the bridge.
We are being stretched, grow-
ing, learning, and bringing in
the sights, sounds and smells.
Honduras is warm and the sun
shines bright but our place of

The team, en route to Le Tigre National Park

resting is in the mountains

by the Canadian Food Grains Bank.

It was a whirlwind two-week
adventure that took us across the
“food justice highway” to see first-
hand how we as Canadians are con-
nected to food justice issues in Hon-
duras and how our faith plays a role
in our response.

We visited International Govern-
ment Organizations like the UN's
World Food Programme and the
Canadian International Development

Picking coffee at Don Ramon’'s
farm with his grandchildren, Sergio
and Christian.

where it is cool in the evenings.
It is noisy with birds, roosters, dogs,
music on loudspeakers happily con-
versing at all times of the day.

The colors are vivid and yet often
marred with barbed wire, broken and
shut windows declaring™se vende,”
for sale. We met with youth from the
Mennonite church we attended and
they accepted us with enthusiasm and
helped us to learn about the down-
town, happily communicating with
broken words and many laughing
gestures. We are learning, and so far
it iswonderful.

The learning was wonderful but it
was also difficult and often times an
informational overload that will take
me months to sort out. Since | hon-
estly cannot summarize my learning
— | am just beginning to process eve-
rything — I am going to share a cou-
ple of the incredible voices we dis-
covered at every turn of our trip.

Denis Mata, of the Lopez
neighborhood in San Pedro Sula, has
worked with gang violence since he
was a young man and now his family
lives there continuing to be support
and encouragement for “at risk”
youth in the neighborhood. He is a
gentle thoughtful man who genuinely
loves those he works with, and has
sacrificed much because he believes
in the people no one else trusts.

Don Ramon of Santa Barabara
and Dofia Maria of Buena Vista are
two other sources of inspiration.
They live in the coffee growing
mountains near the border of Guate-
mala and work to promote diversified
organic options and eco-tourism.
These are businesses that profit local
people instead of tourist companies
and the government.

Marina, working as the commu-
nity leader through Christian Reform
World Relief Committee in the island
of La Tigre (also called Amapala) in
the south of Honduras, who wel-
comed us into her agriculturally self-
sustaining retreat center and local
clinic. Her work has been to elevate
living standards in this impoverished
island with a special emphasis on the
children.

| could say so much more but |
will end with a final note. Honduras,
just like any country, has its chal-
lenges and deep sorrows but there are
strong brilliant beacons of light and |
am both hopeful and overwhelmed
by the love and perseverance found
there.

Mya Wheeler is one of the members
of Project Peacemakers program
coordination team.
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Author: Thomas P. Socknat.
University of Toronto Press, 1987.
Review by John Derksen

With solid research and a broad per-
spective, this book traces the devel-
opment of the peace movement and
the pacifist idea in Canada from
1900 to the end of WWII. First,
Socknat distinguishes two kinds of
pacifists: “separational pacifists’ and
“integrational pacifists.”

“Separational  pacifists’ believe
that war is “always wrong” and they
hold to “non-participation in the
worldly state.” Integrational paci-
fists, who seek to reform society in a
more peaceful direction, believe
“that war, though sometimes neces-
sary, is ... inhumane and irrational
and should be prevented” (7).

It may, however, be better to dis-
tinguish four categories rather than
two. The book combines absolutist
pacifists with separational pacifists,
and pragmatic pacifists with integra-
tional pacifists. These combinations
do not always hold. Integrational
pacifists may also be absolutist, as
many Quakers have been. And sepa-
rational pacifists may be pragmatic

rather than principled.

Socknat also shows the roots of
pacifism and conscientious objection
in Canada. He names six early strands:
1) the sectarian Mennonite immigra-
tions of the 18" and 19" centuries, 2)
the Society of Friends or Quaker com-
munity, 3) the liberal social gospel
movement of the late 19" and early
20" centuries, 4) the progressive
movement that hailed arbitration as
the solution for international conflicts,
5) suffragists and feminist women’s
groups, and 6) labor movements that
condemned war as a capitalist ploy.
Most of the conscientious objectors of
the world wars came from the first two
strands. the Mennonites and the Quak-
ers.

Third, Socknat shows the connec-
tions of Canadian pacifism to cam-
paigns for disarmament, international
harmony, and social and economic
reorganization. Disarmament cam-
paigns argued against conscription,
armament increases and nuclear weap-
onry. But war was not the only vio-
lence. Poverty, racism and sexism are
also violence. And so began the move-
ment toward socia radicalism and the
CCF party led by J. S. Woodsworth,

and many lib-
eral  pacifists
moved leftward
politically.
Pacifist means
of non-violence
and the radical
ends of social
justice merged
into one broad
movement that
between the
wars led the
way in Cana-
dian social ac-
tion.
Fourth,
Socknat shows
how liberal
pacifists  lost
their backbone.
When  WWI
broke out, they
were not pre-
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pared. Most gave up pacifist convic-
tions to side with the British cause
against the Axis nations. Between the
wars, pacifists felt uncomfortable with
radical forms of social coercion such as
strikes, which bordered on the use of
force. The pacifist-socialist alliance
began to split. Then with the rise of
fascism and Nazism, liberals and social
radicals rallied to the armed defence of
Western democracies, and left the
peace movement much weakened. In a
way, integrational pacifists abandoned
pacifism for justice against fascism,
while separational pacifists forsook the
fight against fascism to uphold their
pacifist principles.

Fifth, we see that conscientious
objectors included not only Mennon-
ites, Hutterites and Quakers, but also
Christadelphians, Doukhobors, Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, Moravians, Seventh-
Day Adventists, Tunkers and others,
not to mention individuals from
mainline churches, and some from no
church at al. For these whose denomi-
nation had no historic agreement with
the government, a conscientious objec-
tion claim was very difficult. The Jeho-
vah's Witnesses proved to be the most
unbending regarding war-related du-
ties, and they received the worst treat-
ment of all. Mennonites were the most
numerous, but Quakers, with their his-
toric peace church credentials, their
reforming, activist outlook, and their
familiarity with mainline churches and
with government negotiations,
emerged as leaders for both the gov-
ernment and for separational pacifists.

Finally, this excellent book identi-
fies the lasting value for Canada of the
aternative service program. It helped
unify the various peace sects, and by
offering pacifists a vital role in war-
time society, alternative service helped
legitimize conscientious objection as a
positive choice when Canadians face
war.

John Derksen is Assistant Professor of
Conflict Resolution Sudies at Menno
Smons College in Winnipeg, MB, and a
board member of Project Peacemakers.
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By Karin Kliewer

Last week, | came across a quote by
Mahatma Gandhi. When asked what
he thought about Western Civiliza-
tion, he replied “I think it would be a
good idea.” | read it twice before |
caught the joke, smiled, and went on
with my day.

Upon further consideration, how-
ever, | have found these few words
to be exemplary in both question and
response. First, the question: most of
us are constantly infected with
plank-in-eye syndrome,
where it is easy to see
others faults (the speck
in their eye) while ig-
noring personal
“planks,” which consist
of the assumptions and
shortcomings we em-
body daily.

Second, the re
sponse; the questioner
in this scenario seemed
to carry with
her/himself a Western Ideal/plank,
perhaps assuming that a
“developing” country such as India
may want to mimic western actions,
ways of living, etc.

Such assumptions have dangerous
potentials. Imagine if Gandhi would
have answered without challenging
the questioner. He would have been
forced to deliver a value judgment,
stating whether he thought western
civilization was ‘good’ or ‘bad’ or
maybe ‘both good and bad’. Regard-
less, the answer inevitably would
have been critiqued, and potentially
used as fodder for delegitimizing
Gandhi’ s peaceful, yet active agenda.

Instead, he utilizes his character-
istic “third way” of being. When
faced with what seemed like two
options (to make a polarized state-
ment for or against Western Culture),
Gandhi automatically chose the
third. Not only did he choose a dif-
ferent interpretation of the question
by changing the meaning of the word
“Civilization”, but he turns the entire
situation on its head by questioning
the question itself! Furthermore, this

is al done with a light-hearted and
tender sense of humour -- amazing!
| guess that as a result of this
mini-contemplation, | was forced to
look at “planks’ found in my line of
vision. Does my persona agenda (ie
the one that wants to make a differ-
ence in the world) conflict with my
ability to help othersin their efforts?
How is my (dis)ability to trust re-
flected as | interact with the people |
care about? Where are the inconsis-
tencies in my life that lead me to be
apathetic and perhaps less
“civilized”?
(whatever that
means).

This question, of
course, stretches
much further. In
light of government
gag orders, media
twists (why is it that
only now we are
dtarting to address
climate change?),
indifference towards

violence in places like Darfur, Can-
ada's participation in NATO, (an
organization that advocates usage of
nuclear weapons), and our country’s

movement from
peacekeeping to
military partici-
pation, | have
begun to ques
tion my assump-
tions about the
country in which
I live. Of course
| don't want to
write over the
many privileges
of living in Can-
ada, but | do
want to contrib-
ute critiques and
active solutions
to collective
“de-planking”
efforts.

The immedi-
ate results of
these efforts,
however, will be
agood natured

eye-roll at the assumptions we all
carry, a deepened admiration for
Gandhi’ s creativity and humour, and
a heightened desire to explore ‘third
options’, wherever they may be
found.

Karin Kliewer isa member of Project
Peacemakers Program Coordination
Team.

Service continued from p. 3

Many of the students are inter-
ested in serving with MDS again, but
right now they’re just trying to adjust
back to life in Winnipeg.

“The trip was a huge blessing, but
I’'m having a hard time coming back
and getting into the swing of things,”
says Villaobos. “We live in the
wealthy side of town [at CMU], and
after coming back from a place where
people don't have everything to-
gether yet... It'shard.”

Aaron Epp isa CMU student from
Winnipeg. He was a member of the
group that went to New Orleansto do
clean up and repair work.
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Darwin’s Nightmare
By Garth Duncan

Like any compelling piece of art or
literature, the film Darwin® Night-
mare is as striking in its delivery as it
is in its message. The opening scene
shows a large aircraft® silhouette over
the calm waters of Lake Victoria as it
descends to land on the remote run-
way of Mwanza, Tanzania. The air
traffic controller prefers to kill horse-
flies rather than respond to the air-
craft®request for landing information.
We follow the Russian crew as they
put their 55 ton freighter to bed, set-
ting the chocks, control locks, and
inserting the engine plugs. Then we
head to their hotel, relaxing with them
over a cold beer and meeting their
local girlfriends.

This film is a series of small inti-
mate journeys such as this. From the
hotel we meet the fishermen of Lake
Victoria. Men in rough boats that
hardly look seaworthy bring in por-
tions of the daily 500-ton catch of Nile
Perch that find its way to the tables of
2 million Europeans every day. Many
say that the planes come empty, only
arriving to fly out the fish, but this
assertion remains under suspicion.

We meet the owner of the fish
packing factory who is a quiet, middle
aged man of Indian descent. He ex-

plains that fish is a good economy for
the people that surround the lake. His
office is antiseptic like a hospital
room, the one decoration a novelty
mounted fish that was popular here a
few years ago. When you push a but-
ton the fish®tail moves back and forth
while the fish sings, “Don®worry, be
happy.”

However, what is unfolding in Tan-
zania brings happiness to very few.
The introduction of Nile Perch to Lake
Victoria has resulted in ecological and
economic disaster. Since the perch
was introduced in the 1960® over 210
species of fish have disappeared from
the lake. The only way fishermen can
survive is to sell the Nile Perch to the
fish factories.

This is the wry humour of global-
ization. Since parents lack any means
of supporting them, children live on
the street, fighting each other over a
handful of rice. The practice of burn-
ing the discarded fish crates to inhale
the smoke from the burning glue is a
favorite pastime among these street
kids, and affords them their only good
night's sleep. A young and attractive
woman by the name of Eliza sells her
nights for $10 to fish pilots. She is
thoughtful and knows she needs edu-
cation to make a career change. She
would like to learn about computers.
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Later we learn she was killed, stabbed
in the chest and disfigured by one of
her clients.

Despite this, the Tanzanian gov-
ernment says that the fish economy is
good for the country. The only food
from Lake Victoria that is left are the
fish “frames’. The factories sell the
perch carcasses for $100 a truck load.
The fish skeletons are dried on racks
that cover the area of a football field.
Even though the gas that these drying
skeletons emit is harmful to workers,
whose days are spent handling mag-
got-filled fish bones, one woman
says, “My lifeis good, | have work.”

Throughout the film the pilots are
evasive when asked what they are
bringing from Europe. When our
Russian crew returns to their aircraft
to load the tons of perch fillets, we
learn that the planes bring guns from
European factories to Mwanza for
export to the wars in Angola and the
Congo. In redlity, this is the main
business for the air freighters. The
fish cargo is smply a convenient
back haul.

One of the pilots describes a re-
cent flight. They left Europe with
tanks for Angola, then flew to Johan-
nesburg to pick up fruit. In the pilot’s
words, “For Christmas the children of
Angola received guns, and the chil-

- [F=n

dren of Europe
received  grapes.
Thisis business.”
For more infor-
mation visit the
film® website:
www.darwinsnight
mare.com.  This
film is available
from the Audio
Visual Educational
Library. Phone
233-8911.

Garth Duncan is a
member of the
Project Peacemak-
ers board. He is a
firefighting pilot in
the summer.
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Project Peacemakers
News and Upcoming Events

Eco-Friendly Dinner

Project Peacemakers events. We have
set the date for our Eco-Dinner! This
will take place on Saturday, May 12 at
Immanuel United Church. Put the date
on your calendar and come for good
food, good conversations and a good
time!

We want your feedback!

In an effort to open dialogue con-
cerning events, media coverage,
newsletter articles, etc, we want to
welcome Lettersto the Editor. We are
commissioning readers to make their
opinion known. Submissions of 250
words or less are welcome. Please
include your name, phone number
and email so that we may contact
you.

Red River Co-op

Please consider buying your gasfrom
Red Rver Co-op, using the Project
Peacemakers member number:
115339. We receive several hundred
dollars a year this way. Thanks to
everyone who supports us through
Co-op purchases.

Peace Library Internet Registration
Misit our fully-functional, updated
peace library catalogue at
www.projectpeacemakers.org and reg-
ister yourself. Registration is needed to
hold, renew, and sign out items.

Project Peacemakers ISSN#
JISSN 1718-4258
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To get involved in Project Peacemakers,
come by our office or give us a cal.
Presently we have about 250 members.
Membership includes a subscription to
Peace Projections and input into the
organization’s programs and activities.
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional. Tax receipts are given for funds
received over $10. The work of peace-
making is important and exciting. Please
join us in this endeavour. Invite your
friends as well.

Project Peacemaker s announces:
Letter writing Fridays!
On Fridays (1:00 — 3:00) we invite you to
our office (745 Westminster Ave in
Westminster United Church) to join in a
letter writing afternoon.

Letters can be to government, to indi-
viduals, or to the media. They can be
thank-yous or requests, short or long.
They can be one of many peace and jus-
tice issues. Bring your own issues and we
can help with research, formatting, or
background information, or just bring
yourself and we will have some materials
ready.

A Project Peacemakers staff member
will be available to assist you, and cof-
fee, tea and hot chocolate will be avail-
able. We begin the first Friday of March
and go to the last Friday in April.

At the recent Human Rights Confer-
ence Monia Mazigh (wife of Maher
Arar) mentioned that people who want to
bring about change must not write just
one or two letters but must write over
and over again--let's learn from Ms.
Mazigh, and the biblical parable of the
persistent widow, and work constantly to
promote change!

Other Information

Attention all filmmakers (or people
who know filmmakers):

MCC Manitoba is sponsoring the Peace-
ful Revolutions Film Festival and accept-
ing submissions from youth and young
adults on specific themes. A Public view-
ing will be at Ellice Theatre on May 8.
Submissions are due April 30. For more
info, go to mcc.or gffilmfestival.

Website of the M onth:

100 mile challenge. Interested in food
justice? For 100 days, 100 people will
comprise their diets of food found/grown
within in a 100 miles eating radius! You
can join or find more information at
www.100milemanitoba.org

Conscience Canada is an organization
that supports people who divert the mili-
tary percentage of their taxes away from
government to a non-military organiza-
tion. CC has some new info-booklets
available that will give readers step-by-
step instructions on how to do Conscien-
tious Objection to Military taxes, and
share about the rationale for such action.
Copies will be available in the Project
Peacemakers office.
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On Saturday, March 17th there will
be a Canada wide day of action to
mark the 4th anniversary of the be-
ginning of the current war in
Iraq. The Canadian Peace Alliance
(CPA), an umbrella organization
dedicated to the promotion of peace
issues, is organizing these actionsto
raise awareness and call for an end to
the warsin Iraq and Afghanistan by
bringing the troops home now.

The Peace Alliance Winnipeg
will be organizing the action in Win-
nipeg. The peace walk will be start-
ing at the Manitoba Legislature at
12:30 pm, followed by a peace-
related program at Broadway Disci-
ples United Church. For moreinfor-
mation contact Garth Duncan at 470-
7487. To accompany this event,
there will be a screening of the film
“Why we Fight” on March 13 and a
public debate regarding Canada’s
role in Afghanistan on March 15.
Check listings for details.
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The 2007 Menno Simons Socia Jus-
tice Fair was held at the University
of Winnipeg campus on February 7th
from 11 am - 2 pm. The purpose of
the Fair was to connect students with
different organizations, and
explore opportunities for member-
ship, volunteerism, and ask questions
about future careers and employment.
The Fair had representatives
from 20 different organizations that
work on both international and
local projects. The Fair also featured
a panel discussion entitled
"Careers in Internationa Develop-
ment and Conflict Resolution.”

Panel members included represen-
tatives from MCC, MCIC, CCED-
Net, and an International Human Re-
sources Firm. The fair was attended
by 150-200 students, and both stu-
dents and exhibitors reported having
numerous valuable conversations at
the event.
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