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by Corrina Loewen

Tadatoshi Akiba, the current mayor of
Hiroshima, declared this year a “Year of
Inheritance, Awakening and Commitment”
as sixty years have passed since atomic
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. On August 6, 1945, an atomic
bomb exploded in the sky over Hiroshima.
Damage due to extreme heat, fire and ra
diation reduced the city to rubble within
moments and thousands of people died
instantly from the blast. Beyond the imme-
diate damage, the atomic bomb inflicted
countless people with burns, acute radia-
tion disorders, keloids and long-term psy-
chological trauma. Only three days after
the tragedy in Hiroshima, Nagasaki saw
similar devastation. The combined desath
toll from Hiroshima and Nagasaki is ap-
proximately 214 000.

In memory of the horrific consequences
of those atomic bombs, Project Peacemak-
ers hosted an art and educationa exhibit at
the Millennium Library in downtown Win-
nipeg from March 20 to April 28. Prepara
tions for this event began over a year ago
and an official committee was formed last
September as the project began to take the
shape of an exhibit combining art and
educational materials donated by the Hi-
roshima Peace Foundation. The primary
objectives of the Hiroshima Diary: May-
ors for Peace Art and Education Exhibit
were to remember the tragedy in Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki 60 years after the
atomic bombs were dropped, to draw at-
tention to Winnipeg's role in Mayors for
Peace and to raise awareness about the
continuing and growing threat of nuclear
Weapons.

Mayors for Peace is an organization
based on the vision of former Hiroshima
mayor Takeshi Araki. In 1982, Mayor
Araki proposed a new Program to Promote
the Solidarity of Cities toward the Total
Abolition of Nuclear Weapons at the 2nd
UN Specia Session on Disarmament held
at UN Headquarters in New York. The
proposal offered cities a way to transcend
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national borders and work
together to press for nuclear |
abolition. The support for
this proposal resulted in the
formation of Mayors for 8
Peace whose primary goal is

to work internationally to
raise consciousness regard-
ing nuclear weapons aboli-
tion. In 1991 Mayors for
Peace gained “ Special Con-

sultative Status’ with the
UN. World-wide member-

ship currently stands at

approximately 1400 cities
from over 200 countries and

regions, including forty from Canada
Through the efforts of Project Peacemak-
ers, Winnipeg was registered with Mayors
for Peace by Mayor Glen Murray in Octo-
ber 2003.

The opening ceremony for Hiroshima
Diary, hosted by Derrick Martens of Pro-
ject Peacemakers, was held on March 20
in the Carol Shields Auditorium at the
Millennium Library. Japanese drumming
group Hinode Taiko treated the audience
to an exciting opening performance after
which a welcome message from Mayor
Akiba was read by David Murata, minister
of Knox United Church. Deputy Mayor of
Winnipeg Mike Pagtakhan brought greet-
ings from Mayor Sam Katz's office while
Steve Ashton, Minister of Water Steward-
ship spoke on behaf of Premier Gary
Doer. MPs Bill Blaikie and Anita Neville,
Councillor Harvey Smith and Thompson
mayor Bill Comasky also shared opening
comments and words of hope for
peace. Dr. Rey Pagtakhan from the Global
College spoke passionately about the need
for disarmament and shared stories about
his visit to the Hiroshima Peace Museum.
Other honoured guests included Manitoba
Japanese Canadian Citizens' Association
(MJCCA) president Janet Hirose, Winkler
mayor Neil Schmidt and severa other
MPs, MLAs, city councillors, and repre-
sentatives of the Japanese-Canadian com-
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Program Coordinator Derrick Martens welcomes
the standing-room only crowd to the opening of
Hiroshima Diary: Art and Education Exhibit at the
Millennium Library

munity. The audience also enjoyed a selec-
tion of peace songs performed by the Royal
School Intermediate Choir and Gordon
Bell Vocal Jazz. The MIJCCA and Mani-
toba Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
organized paper crane folding and provided
sushi and green tea at the end of the eve-
ning.

A weekly Speaker Series was an impor-
tant aspect of Hiroshima Diary. Featured
speakers included Dr. Pagtakhan, Reverend
Murata and Setsuko Thurlow, a hibakusha
(atomic bomb survivor), who was flown in
from Toronto to share her remarkable story
with Winnipeg audiences. Ms. Thurlow
was only thirteen the day the bomb was
dropped on Hiroshima. At the time of the
blast, she remembers feeling like she was
floating. When she regained consciousness
she was trapped in the ruins of the col-
lapsed building. She spoke of the subse-
guent horror she witnessed and the deadly
toll the bomb took on her friends and rela-
tives. Her story gave a face to the thou-
sands of victims of atomic weapons. Ms.
Thurlow aso addressed nuclear disarma-
ment issues and encouraged audience
members to each have a part in nuclear
weapons abolition.

A series of stunning paintings displayed
in the library’s Blankstein Gallery during

Please see “Diary” page two.
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Continued from page one.

the exhibit were on loan from loca Japa-
nese-Canadian artist Toki Orui. The paint-
ings depicted the Hiroshima Peace Dome,
the sole remaining building after the de-
struction of the city in 1945. In her artist’s
statement, Ms. Orui said she wanted to
show “Hiroshima's tragic story” and con-
siders the series her “legacy to future gen-
erations.” After learning about Hiroshima
and Mayors for Peace, students from Kil-
donan East Collegiate were inspired to
create art reflecting the theme of peace to
include in the exhibit. Using a dye and
resist technique, the students made deli-
cate silk paintings which were suspended
from the ceiling above the exhihit.

The Hiroshima Peace Foundation do-
nated materials for the largest component
of the exhibit. Thirty posters of photo-
graphs, art and stories as well as educa
tiona materials concerning the atomic
weapons used on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
were displayed in conjunction with facts
about Mayors for Peace. The library sup-
ported the exhibit by showcasing items
from their collection on the subjects of
peace and nuclear war. Thousands of Win-
nipeggers viewed Hiroshima Diary, which
undoubtedly encouraged them to think
seriously about helping create a nuclear
weapon free world.

Unfortunately the effects of nuclear
weapons are more than a memory and
work toward nuclear disarmament contin-
ues to be a priority for many groups and
individuals. Presently, over 4000 nuclear
missiles in the US and Russia that are still
aimed at each other are using the Launch
on Warning System (also known as “hair
trigger aerts’), part of the obsolete Mutu-
ally Assured Destruction doctrine. This
greatly increases the chances of near total
destruction of both countries due to com-
puter glitches and other mistakes.

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) is a compromise between the five
official nuclear weapons states which

Peace Projections is the quarterly newdetter of
Project Peacemakers. Project Peacemakers, the
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to
empower people of faith and the larger commu-
nity to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemakers,
to work for justice and the integrity of creation.

Your submissions are welcome. Please send
them to our office. For more information on any
of the stories, call the office.

We encourage you to work for peace. A good
way to start is to become a member of Project
Peacemakers. See page eight.

Editor: Derrick Martens ~ (ISSN 1718-4266)

agrees that they will work toward com-
pletely disarming their nuclear arsenad,
that the non-nuclear state signatories
will not pursue nuclear weapons and that
all signatories have the right to peaceful
nuclear energy. Due to conflicting pri-
orities between nuclear weapon states,
the 2005 Review Conference for the
NPT made no significant headway and
was deadlocked for progress for the next
five years.

Another group working toward nu-
clear abolition is the Parliamentary
Network for Nuclear Disarmament
(PNND). All NDP MPs in Manitoba
are members, as is Liberal MP Anita
Neville. Funded partially by Project
Ploughshares, they work closely with
Mayors for Peace and their co-
parliamentarians around the world.

More information about PNND and
Mayors for Peace can be found at
http://www.middlepowers.org/pnnd and
http://www.mayorsforpeace.orqg respec-
tively. Project Peacemakers aso has

informative Mayors for Peace DVDs i

available for borrowing. Another way to
promote progress on these important
issues is to contact MPs and city coun-
cillors to encourage them to actively work
toward reducing and abolishing nuclear
weapons. This year's Lanterns for Peace
Memoria will be a the Memorial Park
fountain on August 6 at 8 pm.

Corrina Loewen was on the Planning
Committee for the Hiroshima Diary Art
Exhibit. She works in Winnipeg with new-
comers in a settlement/orientation capac-
ity and teaches English.
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Above: Toki Orui with one of her paint-
ings of the Hiroshima Peace Dome
Below: Derrick with hibakusha Setsuko
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Stateswith Nuclear Weapons

entry #warheads
United Satest 1945 10,104
Russia 1949 16,000
United Kingdom 1952 200
France 1960 350
China 1964 200
Israel® 1967**  75-2007?
South Africa®  1970s 0
India® 1974/1998 40-50
Pakistan® 1998 30-52
North Korea*  2005? >10
Iran R&D 0

T NPT Nuclear Weapon States are the five
permanent members of the Security
Council

** |srael has never admitted or denied
having nuclear weapons

A South Africaisthe only country to have
dismantled all existing nuclear weapons

All the above states are partiesto the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty except:
* North Korearatified the NPT but with-
drew in 2003

° Satesthat never signed the NPT

Source: NRDC Nuclear Notebook, Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists Jul/Aug 2006 Vol. 62, No.4 and past issues
from www thebulletin.org/nuclear_weapons _data/
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By David Pankratz

This speech was delivered at a rally in
support of Lebanon on Saturday, July 22,
in front of Winnipeg City Hall.

We are gathered today because Isradl is
invading Lebanon because Hezbollah cap-
tured two Israeli soldiers because the Is-
raglis killed a family in Gaza because
Hamas rained rockets down on Isragli
villages because life for Paestinians is
unbearably difficult because of Israd’s
methods of protecting its citizens because
Palestinians attack Isragli citizens wher-
ever they are vulnerable because their land
keeps being taken from them because for a
lot of different reasons Israelis want or
need it because it is the symbol of alegiti-
mate people-hood - just as it is for the
Palestinians.

As the Palestinians see it, ital hasto
do with the displacement of people from
their ancestral homes, and the lack of secu-
rity, opportunity and dignity they have
suffered since May 14, 1948, and espe-
cialy after ‘the disaster’ of 1967 when the
West Bank of the Jordan was lost to the
Isradlis.

As the Israelis see it, it al has to do
with a return to their ancestra home, le-
gitimated and defended on May 14, 1948
and the survival and security that provides,
not just as a nation, but as a people, espe-
cialy after 1967 when the West Bank of
Jordan was wrested from the Arabs.

The Palestinians, on a daily basis, are
reminded of their loss of freedom and
autonomy as they find themselves unable
to travel freely in the West Bank — losing
access to their farms, their herds, their
families, their water, their jobs, and nearby
cities. A lack of access that comes as a
direct result of the Settler communities and
the exclusive roads that connect them —
creating the need or opportunity for Isragli
authorities to put up roadblocks and
whether arbitrarily or for reasons unknown
delay or refuse access to those wishing to
go about their daily business within the
West Bank.

The Israglis, on a daily basis, are re-
minded of their vulnerability — whether it
be arocket attack from Gaza or Lebanon, a
suicide bomb in a bus station or restaurant,
a vitriolic speech from an Arab leader, or
another editorial reminding them of their
situation.

The Palestinians see themselves
locked in a struggle for dignity and sur-
vival — and dignity may be the more im-
portant of those two. They look to their
champions as those who struggle against

their oppressor even against
insurmountable odds, who are
willing to make personal sacri-
fices for the cause, who daily
remind the world that they will
not take this abuse lying down
asif they were dogs.

The |sraelis see themselves
locked in a struggle for survival
and a place among the nations.
They look to their champions as
those who defend them by in-
flicting overwhelming damage
on those who kill or capture
even one of their own, who daily
remind the world that every
Jewish life is precious and those
who take a Jewish life will pay ten times
over; who must make the cost of killing an
Israeli so high that no-one will ever again
attempt to do so asif they were dogs.

The Palestinians; every time ahouseis
destroyed to make way for another Settler
road or the wall; every time they are
stopped interminably a a checkpoint
within their own territory, every time an
Israeli soldier forces a grown and re-
spected man to his knees to wait for hours
in the hot sun, every time an olive grove is
destroyed or a well confiscated, are re-
minded of their displacement and their fall
from their place of honour among their
family and compatriots. They are forced
to respond in some way or become less
than human.

The Isradis;, every time a rocket
comes down on a village, every time a
bomb explodes in a public place, every
time they see these on the news again and
again, are reminded of the holocaust and
their lack of a homeland for 2000 years —
2000 years when the rest of the world did
as they liked against Jewish people — 2000
years when their only alternative was to
acquiesce, to pay aransom, to flee. They
are forced to protect the land or lose the
one place where they are treated as hu-
mans.

The Palestinians and the |sradlis; the
Israelis and the Palestinians dream of a
homeland where they can live and work
and raise their children in a peaceful land
of opportunity, beauty and family; where
they can, at the end of a day of meaningful
work, sit down with family and neighbours
and talk politics.

We are gathered here today because we
believe that neither the Israeli invasion of
Lebanon nor the firing of rockets by Hez-
bollah will achieve peace. Violence rein-
forces the fears of the other, and prevents
movements towards peace. Perhapsthat is
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Winnipeggersgather in support of Gaza and
Lebanonin front of City Hall

the greatest 1oss of the last two weeks — that
peace has been set back for many years as
new wrongs are inflicted and new venge-
ances are born.

A new paradigm is required. A new
way of thinking about the other that takes
their needs as serioudly as we take our own
needs. We need to be concerned as much
about the children of the enemy as we are
about our own. Then we will start to look
for solutions that meet the needs of all, not
just for ourselves.

Stop the violence, the fear, and the
rhetoric; start the healing, the courage, and
the understanding.

Start the peace.

David Pankratz is Director of the Institute
of Community Peacebuilding and a Project
Peacemakers Board member.
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By Derrick Martens

A group of five University of Winnipeg
students, including myself, and Professor
Geoff Scott had the opportunity to join U
of W President Lloyd Axworthy in an
Organization of American States (OAS —
an inter-American body al independent
states belong to) Electora Observation
Mission (EOM) to Peru for its April 2006
Genera Election, as well as the presiden-
tia run-off “ Segunda Vuelta” electionsin
June.

The mission, funded by the OAS (with
support from many countries, including
Canada), was invited by the government of
Peru to monitor the elections. At the invi-
tation of governments, the OAS has par-
ticipated in over thirty EOMs in Latin
America, working to create electoral confi-
dence amongst citizens by providing rec-
ognition of political rights and legitimiza-
tion of the electora process, by helping to
assure free, fair and transparent elections,
and attempting to prevent irregularities and
fraud.

After years of military rule, Peru re-
turned to democracy from 1980 to 1990, at
which time Alberto Fujimori took power
in an election and rapidly became auto-
cratic and authoritarian. He did curb the
inflation created by the economic policies
of previous president Alan Garcia, (a
presidentia candidate in 2006), and made
gains against the Sendero Luminoso terror-
ist organization, abeit in a bruta military
campaign. The 2000 elections were de-
clared fraudulent by the OAS, led by then
Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Lloyd
Axworthy. Specia elections were called
in 2001 after Fujimori fled the country and
his rival Algandro Toledo was elected.
Because of Axworthy's role in Peru's
transition back to democracy, he is favora-
bly viewed for his assistance by most Pe-
ruvians, and thus, it was fitting for him to
be selected for the 2006 mission.

The Peru EOM had three phases: pre-
election, election day, and post-election,
utilizing approximately forty people
through the OAS directly and a hundred
from embassy and NGO personnel. The
first phase started long before most moni-
tors arrived. For example, Axworthy met
with election officials months ahead of
time to troubleshoot and talked them out of
using unreliable electronic ballots in some
locations. For the majority of observers,
pre-election work consisted of traveling to
pre-selected observation areas and meeting
with representatives from local election
officials, the Peruvian citizen election
monitoring organization Transparencia,

police, military, and political
parties. We aso visited
training sessions for the titu-
lares, similar to Canada's
deputy returning officers and
poll clerks, of the mesas, or
voting tables. We also visited
the schools, where the voting
would take place, to verify
that electoral materials had
arived and were being
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guarded.

The third phase was
mostly related to the Quick
Count. The results of elec-
tions in many Latin American countries
take several days for all voting station
results to come in and be verified. To help
determine if fraud has been committed
after the polls close, the OAS uses a com-
plex statistical formula to predict what the
results should be, based on actua votes
cast at specialy selected mesas, past elec-
tion results, and representative demo-
graphic populations and voting patterns; it
has been over 99% accurate in al the elec-
tionsit which it has been used.

For the General Election, Remi
Gosselin, part of the Winnipeg group, and
| were assigned to Pampas in the moun-
tainous Tayacgja area. Our team included a
Bolivian-American and a young Swiss
diplomat. We traveled from near sea level
to aliterally heart-pounding five kilometre
vertical in about four hours before de-
scending to 3600 metres. We soon began
to suffer the effects of elevation sickness
combined with food-related illness, which
added complications to our work.

Pampas is in the middle of an area
which gave birth to Sendero Luminoso, a
Maoist terrorist group that led assassina
tions and massacres against the govern-
ment and villages that didn’'t support their
violent cause. Sendero Luminoso was
most active in the 80s and early 90s in the
conflict that led to between 40 000 and 60
000 deaths and disappearances. Their main
leaders have either been killed or jailed
and the group is mostly dormant at pre-
sent. However, in December Sendero Lu-
minoso members attacked police in alocal
town and killed eight officers.

Our driver was from Pampas and took
us to visit Oficina Nacional de Procesos
Electorales (or ONPE; similar to Elections
Canada) and Transparencia officials. We
also checked in with the local police and
the Pampas military commander, whose
base had a manned machine gun pointing
a a nearby mountain from where attacks
could come.

Above: women line up to vote in Pampas
Watermark: sample General Hection ballot

GENERAL ELECTION DAY - APRIL 9

Remi covered the elementary school,
where we had been assigned to run the
Quick Count, and | monitored the forty
polls at the high school.

Each mesa had three officids. a presi-
dent and two members, whose names and
photographs are on display on each class-
room door to prevent confusion and irregu-
larities. All the voters who are to vote at
each sation are aso listed publicly. In
Peru, voting is considered both a right and
an obligation and is thus compulsory, with
fines ($43 CDN) given to those who don't
show up — even if out of the country. Get-
ting to mesas takes some peasants many
hours of walking, yet the fines for not vot-
ing are very prohibitive for the poor.

The voting process is quite involved.
The voters list that the titulares have in-
cludes ID photos of every person. After
each elector is given their massive ballot
(approximately the size of a newspaper
page) they proceed to the voting screen,
where they mark off their choice for presi-
dent, local Congress member, and Andean
Parliament party. The Andean Parliament
is made up of countries from Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, and Venezuela
The presidential balot, which is of main
concern to Peruvians and the OAS, lists
each party name and respective party sym-
bol along with a picture of the correspond-
ing presidential candidate.

There were about twenty people vying
for presidency, and five or six had enough
support going into the polls that they were
given extensive media coverage. The elec-
toral campaigning usually involved images
of the party symbols (such as bels and
flowers) with an “x” through them to dem-
onstrate what people should do with their
ballot, thus assisting those who were illiter-
ate.

Lourdes Flores ran for the Unidad Na
ciona dliance (UN) on aright-wing ticket

Please see “Peru” pagefive.
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Continued from page four.

of privatization and market reforms. For-
mer president Alan Garcia headed the
Peruvian Aprista Party, a very old, power-
ful, and formerly left-wing party. Ollanta
Humala, a former military commander,
and his Union For Peru (UPP) represented
nationalism and indigenous people, and to
acertain extent aleft-wing agenda.

At Colegio Daniel Hernandez, where |
was monitoring, it was soon apparent that
some mesa presidents were late in arriving
and getting organized, thus al mesas
opened approximately forty-five minutes
late. | later learned this was normal. The
atmosphere was pleasant and festive; the
local election officias and Transparencia
seemed very happy with the way the elec-
tion was proceeding. In fact, people
seemed quite proud. However, thetitulares
sometimes seemed unsure about the most
efficient way to run polls, and some were
considerably slower than others. After
each person voted, they placed a finger-
print on the voters list, and signed it or
gave ancther fingerprint if they couldn’'t
write their name. They were also supposed
to dip their middle finger in indelible ink
as proof that they voted. In this area they
didn’t use this process, apparently because
of threats of violence against those who
voted. Thus, those issuing the threats
would not necessarily know who had
voted.

A few problems began with the closing
of the polls. There was general uncertainty
about how to proceed with closing. It did-
n't take long for voters in the school to
finish voting, but many polls didn’t offi-
cialy close until about 4:30 instead of 4:00
pm. Transparencia observers told me about
thirty people arrived at the external gates
after 4:00 pm and were unable to vote.

I monitored the counting at the particu-
lar mesa which had the highest numbers of
Indian women who came down from the
mountains. There was considerable confu-
sion figuring out how many ballots were
used, and how many people voted. The
steps in the ballot counting process aso
seemed rather time consuming: pulling
ballots out of the box, unfolding, sorting,
counting, then ripping and finally sorting
them into Presidential, Congressional, and
Andean Parliament piles. Some personeros
(party scrutineers) were helping tear bal-
lots at mesas until they were stopped by
ONPE. The ballots were recounted several
times, and was eventualy agreed that 174
people out of 199 voted. Some of the per-
soneros were quite exasperated with the
titulares. The personeros seemed to know
a more about the counting process and
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gave a lot of advice and
suggestions. The signing of
many actas (very large
documents that had to be
signed by the titulares and
personeros and given to
many different electora
bodies) took a lot of time,
was aso confusing, and
took away another person
who could have been used
to help sort the ballots. At
this particular mesa half
the ballots were blank.

| found that some titu-
lares couldn't write well,
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and lacked genera confi-
dence with writing
(signing the actas) and
were uncomfortable with numbers.

The largest problem with the vote
counting began as the sun started to set.
The lights for half the mesas didn’t work,
and as the ballot sorting took so long,
counting only began around 5:30. It soon
became too dark to accurately count the
results. Often the mesa president would try
examining the ballot, declare it blank, only
for a personero to see a cross or “x” and
tell them to check it again. The way people
would say the votes, repeating the party, or
clarifying who the party was, lead to more
confusion and it is doubtful that the titular
who was recording the count got it correct
al the time. The mesa titulares eventualy
moved al the chairs, tables, and dl ballots
outside and tried to count by moonlight.
Everyone was

Darkness movesin astitularessort the newspa-
persized Peruvian ballotsin the General Hection

very close, leading to some tensions.
SECOND ROUND - JUNE 4

With only two candidates and no Con-
gressional and Andean Parliament vote, the
ballot was tiny this time and the counting
process much more efficient. The political
climate was fiercer, with accusations in the
media, alleged interference from Venezue-
lan President Hugo Chavez, and some mi-
nor violence.

As OAS €election observers, we had the
opportunity to attend the closing rallies for
both Humala and Garcia. Each candidate's
security team was happy to see us and ush-
ered us past the riot police and through
crowds of party organizers, right onto the
stage. We watched from the sides of the

Please see “Peru” page seven.

standing over the
table, peering at
the ballots, strain-
ing to see the ball-
point pen marks.

For the first
round of voting,
Ollanta Humala
(UPP)  received

30.61% of the
vote, Alan Garcia
(Aprista) received
24.32% and
Lourdes Flores
(UN) 23.81%.
Thus, no single
candidate had
more than the 50%
of the valid votes
necessary to win.
Therefore, the top
two candidates,
Humala and Gar-
cia, faced off in the
run-off, "Segunda
Vuelta," €lection.
The polls were
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Helen Ware, ed.

New Internationalist and Between
the Lines, 2005.

144 pages.

Reviewed by John Derksen

This concise yet wide-ranging book exam-
ines the dynamics of war and the possibili-
ties of peace. According to the authors,
two main factors distinguish wars of today
from earlier wars. First, 90% of the wars
are internal or civil wars, and civilians
constitute 90% of the casualties. Second,
we know more about resolving conflict
and peacebuilding. Nonviolent ways to
resolve these conflicts do exist. We need
to understand issues and causes, find steps
to address them, and change cultures of
violence into cultures of peace (ch. 1).
Although some believe that humans are
naturally aggressive and war is genetically
predetermined, clear understanding, good
communication, and negotiation skills can
overcome tendencies toward violence.
Positive peace, more than the mere ab-
sence of war, includes human rights with
social, economic and personal wholeness
for al (ch. 2).

Most wars today are intercultural or
ethnic conflicts. These can involve iden-
tity, religion, language, territory, physical
appearance, socia class, economic condi-
tions, historical resentments, gender differ-
ences and cultural practices. Individualist
societies (eg., USA) and collectivist socie-
ties (eg., China) have different negotiation
styles. Peacemaking requires both sides to
adapt to the other's values and styles (ch.
3). Diplomacy may not solve root causes
of conflict, but it is crucial to prevent di-
rect violence and suffering. Best is pre-
ventive diplomacy that nips conflict in the
bud. Coercive diplomacy, which includes
threats, is riskier.  Traditiond state-
oriented diplomacy is difficult when most
disputants are non-state actors, so less
formal tracks are also needed (ch. 4).

Especidly since the end of the Cold
War, UN peacekeeping has expanded from
monitoring existing peace accords to try-
ing to create peace where none exists. The
UN is most effective if the world’s coun-
tries agree on an action; it is hamstrung if
member states oppose a particular peace
operation, or lack the palitical will to take
strong action. Despite famous failures
such as Rwanda, UN peacekeeping has an
impressive list of successes, such as Cam-
bodia. A big problem is that the perma-
nent members of the Security Council are
the world' s leading arms dealers.

The costs of war are almost unfathom-
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able. War breeds poverty and poverty
often breeds war. War creates widows and
widowers, the disabled, and child soldiers.
War destroys economies and destroys the
environment, sometimes for centuries.
Peace provides a significant economic
dividend, for the resources spent on war
can be redirected to agriculture, hedlth,
education and transportation. Countries
without an army, such as Costa Rica, set a
noteworthy example of striving to build
lasting peace (ch. 6). Creating space for
peace begins with the individual, requires
understanding of personal and structural
causes of violence, and (re)creates nonvio-
lent structures. Imaginative nonviolence,
as demonstrated by Gandhi, by Martin
Luther King, by those who ousted Marcos
and Milosevic, and by some NGOs, can go
along way (ch. 7).

This readable, yet tightly packed book
will help readers see the big picture and
become more concerned about war and
peace. Every chapter opens with a one or
two sentence summary of its main con-
tents. Boldface headings introduce topics
within each chapter. Numerous graphs
and sidebars illustrate the chapter’s thesis.
Sometimes the print in these boxes is
nearly too small to read. Because the book
is S0 concise, topics often lack sufficient
explanation, discussion moves too quickly
to the next topic, and flow is often miss-
ing.

Although all chapters discuss both war
and peace, war
gets more atten-
tion. More on
peace would be
good. As the edi-
tor and her writing
colleagues hail
from Australia and
New Zedand, the
book has a refresh-
ing, non-Western
global perspective.

Readers of many
kinds will appreci-
ate this book.

John Derksen is
Assistant Professor
of Conflict Resolu-
tion Sudies at
Menno Simons
College in Winni-
peg, MB, and a
board member of
Project Peacemak-
ers.

Lantemsfar Reee
Hrodhime:-Negessld Menoridl
Sunday August 6,8 pm
Memorial Park Fountain.
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Continued from page five.

Humala stage, and were in the middle of
the packed stage for Garcia® closing.
These ralies incorporated fireworks, salsa
dancing, and crowds of tens of thousands.

This time, Emina Cingel, fellow U of
W student, and | observed in Chincha Alta,
asmall city of about 120 000 in the coastal
desert between Lima and Pisco. We spent
the first day making rounds to the seven
schools in Chincha which were being used
as mesas. We chatted with the police and
military guards, ONPE and Jurado Na
cional de Elecciones (JNE) officias. All
the electorad materiads had arrived and
everyone was cheerily setting up. The
mood was light and no one expected com-
plications or troubles.

That said, the police till thought it
important to give us protection. So we met
our plainsclothes officer, who was rigid,
formal, and strict-looking. He very quickly
switched roles to become our guide, intro-
ducing us to everyone at each school we
visited, helping explain who we were and
what the OAS was doing while speeding
us through security.

Emina and | started at Jose Pardo y
Barreda Secundaria and Primaria to ob-
serve the titulares set up and open the
polls. We visited al the voting tables,
usually two per classroom, with our check-
list, which required checking how smooth
the opening was, if eectorad materials
were missing, and if there were any inci-
dents, for example. We also recorded how
many personeros were present. Most ta
bles had representatives from both palitical
parties. Since this was the first time Peru-
vian police and the military were permitted
to vote, we drove our guard to his location
to vote. He had to give his sidearm to the
armory while he voted at his mesa.

At one o€lock we phoned our coordina-
tor, who was working in Pisco and Ica,
with the approximate percentages of voters
who had voted by that time. Between
12:30 and 2 pm, between fifty and sev-
enty-five percent of people had voted. We
visited al seven schools in Chincha that
hosted voting stations and a total of 247
mesas. There was really nothing to report.
Because there were only two candidates to
choose from, and no Congressional vote or
Andean Parliament election, it was very
quick and easy for everyone involved. We
chatted with Transparencia and Defensoria
del Pueblo national observers and com-
pared notes whenever we ran into them.
ONPE and JNE improved from the Gen-
era Election and ran this election much
more efficiently.

At 3 pm Emina and | returned to the

Sample run-off election ballot,
showing each candidate’s photo
and party symbol

ONPE offices to observe the setting of the
computer official-result tabulation data-
base to zero, with JNE and ONPE staff,
and Transparencia, Defensoria del Pueblo
observers in attendance. After the count
was finished at each mesa, ONPE re-
viewed the actas, which are signed decla-
rations from each mesa by the titulares and
personeros that everything was in order
and the count was verified. If an acta was
properly signed and verified, the data was
entered by the people working the banks of
computers, and the results sent to Lima.
The vote results came very quickly, with
about 80% of the vote available that night.

After the dust settled, former President
Alan Garcia came out on top with 52.6%
of the vote, despite losing the first round.

When elections are legitimately verified
as free and fair, the electorate and losing
party is more likely to accept the new gov-
ernment, avoiding post-election paraysis
that can manifest itself in distrust, apathy,
economic decline, and violence. Humala
conceded defeat after only a few days,
despite the nail-biter close results. The
truth is most Peruvians were not happy
with al parties running especially with
these two individuals in the segunda
vuelta. Garcia ruined the country eco-
nomically once before, and the strongman
Humala worried the wealthy population
with his plans of nationalization. The
outcome of the ballot might have been
very different had every undocumented
poor Peruvian with no lega status cast
their vote as well....

You can read Derrick’s blog entries on
the EOM for the University of Winnipeg at
http://blog.uwinnipeg.cal/peru2006/

Derrick Martens is Program Coordinator
of Project Peacemakers.

We apologize that thereisno
cartoon this month.
You can catch it in September
when CurtisWiebe returnsfrom
holidays.
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On May 24th, Project Peacemakers held
its AGM for its twenty-third year. Pro-
ject Peacemakers did something different
this year; instead of having a guest
speaker, Rudi Klassen, (Senior Years
Peace Resource Promotion,) led a work-
shop on poverty from the Creating a Cul-
ture of Peace Senior Years resource.
After giving a short presentation on the
resource, he split the audience into groups
with assignments exploring issues of pov-
erty in Winnipeg. Everyone was so en-
gaged that he had to work hard to get the
groups to stop their work at the end of the
session!  The resource, developed by
Gareth Neufeld, Renee Gillis, and Melissa
Miller, was published in October 2005
and has been very well received by Mani-
toba schools.

Highlights of the year include the
publishing and sales of that Peace Re-
source, the six week Hiroshima Diary
exhibit (see cover story), and the Raising
Peaceful Kids in a Violent World work-
shops.

Our Joan Melanson Award was given
to Mary Reimer. Mary has been on the
Finance Committee for many years, and
lends assistance to Project Peacemakers
work in many different ways. She is al-
ways afriendly face at all our events.

There are some other changes within
the organization. Dianne Cooper thanked
Kathleen Venema and Flor Marcelino for
their work on the board, and Bev Ridd
thanked John Dueck for his many years of
support on the Finance Committee. All
three are leaving us, for now. New to the
board is Garth Duncan, who worked tire-
lessly on the Hiroshima Diary exhibit.
Glenn Morrison has recently joined the
Finance Committee, and Marlene Tjaden
joined the Board this summer.

Derrick Martens, Program Coordinator
since May 2003, is aso leaving in Sep-
tember for further studies.

Photo: Derrick Martens

Board Chairperson Dianne Cooper
givesthe Joan Melanson award to
Mary Reimer for her behind-the-
scenes peacemaking work




Project Peacemakers
News and Upcoming Events

Hiroshima-Nagasaki Lanterns for
Peace Memorial Service

Sunday August 6

Memorial Park Fountain (by the Leg.)
8:00 pm Lantern-making

8:45 pm Memorial Service

Remember the 61st Anniversary of
the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki and act for nuclear
abolition now at the annual Lanterns
for Peace Hiroshima-Nagasaki Me-
morial Service. Join Project Peace-
makers at the Memorial Park foun-
tains to make your own peace lan-
tern, remember those who suffered,
and act to help end the nuclear
weapons eral Contact Project Peace-
makers 775-8178 for more info.

Project Ploughshares30th Anniversary
November 9 and 10, 2006

Project Ploughshares, our parent or-
ganization, is celebrating its 30th anni-
versary this year. We congratulate
them on their hard work on disarma-
ment and peacebuilding and wish
them continued successin the future.

Red River Co-op

Please consider buying your gas from
Red Rver Co-op, using the Project
Peacemakers member number:
115339. We receive several hundred
dollars a year this way. Thanks to
everyone who supports us through
Co-op purchases.

4th Global Justice Film Festival
Nov. 3 and 4, University of Winnipeg
More information, website, and pre-
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To get involved in Project Peacemakers,
come by our office or give us a cal.
Presently we have about 250 members.
Membership includes a subscription to
Peace Projections and input into the
organization’s programs and activities.
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional. Tax receipts available for dona-
tions over $10. The work of peacemak-
ing isimportant and exciting. Pleasejoin
us in this endeavour. Invite your friends
aswell.

registration will be announced
in fall.

Annual Fall Events

The Sing for Peace Concert
and Toy Sore Inspections will
be in November. Watch for

detailsin September!

Peace Library Internet Registration
Please vist our fully-functional, up-
dated peace library catalogue at
www projectpeacemakersorg and reg-
ister yourself. Registration isneeded to
hold, renew, and sign out items.

Peace Projections Volume # Change
Somewhere in the early 1990's the
volume number was incorrectly used
and followed. We are now reverting
back to the sequence begun when
we first starting publishing in 1985.
Thus, this will issue will be Vol. 22,
not 16. We now also have an ISSN
number: ISSN 1718-4258

Donationsand Memberships
When mailing cheques to Project
Peacemakers, please write in the
memo line if it is a membership re-
newal, donation or both.
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Chinese Nuclear Forces 2006

# warheads
Land-based missiles 79
Sea-based missiles 12
Nuclear-capable
aircraft ~ 40

Source: NRDC Nuclear Notebook, Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists May/Jun 2006 Vol. 62, No.3

U.S. Nuclear Forces 2006

# warheads
ICBMs* 1050
9 BMs® 2016
Bombers 1955
Nonstrategic forces 500
Soares 215

Source: NRDC Nuclear Notebook, Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists Jan/Feb 2006 Vol. 62, No.1

Russian Nuclear Forces 2006

#warheads
ICBMs 1959
S BMs 672
Bombers 872
Nonstrategic forces 2330

Source: NRDC Nuclear Notebook, Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists Mar/ Apr 2006 Vol. 62, No.2

*Intercontinental ballistic missile

° Qubmarine-launched ballistic missile
Nonstrategic forcesinclude tactical weapons
such asbombs, missiles, mines, and shells
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