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Two summers ago, I packed a small part of 
my belongings and headed north to 
Thompson Manitoba, to work for INCO (a 
mining giant). It was my first exposure to 
the professional life of an engineer. In 
May 2005, my Cooperative Education 
programme at the University of Manitoba 
led me in an entirely different direction. 
This time the destination was Tavannes, 
Switzerland, a small village in the Jura 
Mountains, not so unfamiliar to me. The 
reasons for this unlikely trip go back to my 
family’s six year term with MCC 
(Mennonite Central Committee) in a 
neighbouring village. My eight month 
work term was an excellent opportunity to 
put my education to a new purpose in the 
non-profit sector; a humanitarian demining 
project. 
     In 1998, Digger DTR was created to 
develop affordable mechanical solutions 
for the removal of landmines. They design 
and build “small”  seven tonne remote 
controlled vehicles that are deployed in 
mine-afflicted countries. Digger began as a 
smal l  volunteer 
project. It was an 
idea launched by 
the Swiss Founda-
tion for Mine Ac-
tion (FSD) because 
of the need for 
smaller vehicles to 
clear vegetation 
and remove trip-
wire mines. The project gathered students, 
mechanics, engineers and farmers working 
in their free-time to build the first Digger 
DTR machine. The community was very 
supportive of the efforts of these young 
idealists. The machine was completed 
entirely on volunteer time and donations. 
In seven years, the volunteer project be-
came a foundation with nine employees 
and approximately twenty volunteers hav-
ing built two machines and planning the 
serial production of the latest prototype.  
     These machines function on the princi-

ple of a rotor-tiller but on a 
much larger scale. Chains 
and hammers are attached to 
a long drum at the front of 
the vehicle. When lowered 
into the soil while rotating at 
high speeds, they break up 
and destroy buried land-
mines. These machines play 
a key role in humanitarian 
demining when used in con-
junction with human demin-
ers. Together they can en-
sure all landmines have 
been removed and locals 
can return safely to their 
fields. Under good condi-
tions human deminers can 
clear 50 square meters per 
day. With the assistance of 
this machine, clearance 
speed can be increased by a 
factor of five as well as 
significantly reduce the 
danger to deminers. While 
it may cost as little as 3 

USD to place a mine in the 
ground, this machine will help reduce the 
cost of removal which may be upwards of 
1000 USD per mine.  
     The landmine struggle is a complex 
battle of creativity, pitting engineer against 
engineer. One designs the most ingenious 
but devastating weapon, the other searches 
for economical and safe ways to remove 
the malicious object. The landmine prob-
lem stretches much further than the battle-
field since most landmines may have a 
“shelf-life”  of several decades. Conse-

quently, many casualties occur after armed 
conflict has ended. Any use of the land, 
especially for agriculture, is limited or 
prohibited by the ever-present threat of 
landmines.  
     Landmine removal is not only the re-
sponsibility of engineers and inventors. It 
involves several multilateral phases which 
include the Ottawa Convention of 1997 
where signatory countries banned the use, 

Above: the seven tonne D-2 uses chains and 
hammers rotating at high speeds to break up 

landmines 
Below:  Digger DTR's two prototypes: The D-1 
and the new D-2.  Evolving designs to meet 

demining needs 
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Please see “Digger”  page two. 

by Pierre-Joël Koop 
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The landmine struggle is a complex 
batt le of creativity, pit t ing engineer 
against engineer.  One designs the 
most ingenious but devastating 
weapon, the other searches for eco-
nomical and safe ways to remove the 
malicious object. 
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stockpile and transfer of landmines. Rais-
ing awareness, assisting victims and the 
laborious task of landmine removal are 
also steps that must be taken. Decades of 
clearance work can easily be undone if 
landmines continue to be used. 
      My co-op work involved the 3-D mod-
eling and design of different components 
for the second vehicle. It was rewarding to 
work for an organization whose focus was 
not its own profit. I was constantly re-
minded, although safe in my office, that 
this vehicle would save lives and help in 
improving living conditions of countless 
people.  
     The design tasks were some of the most 
challenging I had encountered. As a young 
organization relying solely on donations, 
cost and simplicity of construction were 
very important. Complex and high-tech 
solutions were discouraged at Digger to 
increase ease of maintenance in locations 
where repair facilities are limited. For a 

Peace Projections is the quarterly newsletter of 
Project Peacemakers.  Project Peacemakers, the 
Winnipeg Chapter of Project Ploughshares, is an 
ecumenical body of Christians whose goal is to 
empower people of faith and the larger commu-
nity to respond to Christ’s call to be peacemakers, 
to work for justice and the integrity of creation. 
 
Your submissions are welcome.  Please send 
them to our office.  For more information on any 
of the stories, call the office.   
We encourage you to work for peace.  A good 
way to start is to become a member of Project 
Peacemakers. See page eight. 
Editor :  Derrick Martens       (ISSN 1718-4266) 
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Continued from page one. 

has caused a lot of worry and concern 
among some downtown resident groups.  
The Exercise will occur; this meeting is to 
help alleviate negative outcomes and im-
pacts on residents and give feedback to 
inform the military and bureaucrats of 
problems - current and future.  This forum 
will be held on Wednesday April 19 at 
7:30 pm in Theatre A, Manitoba Hall, 
University of Winnipeg. 
     The second forum will be to discuss  
wider issues of the seemingly evolving 
Canadian military policy and practices 
overseas.  What has caused this shift in 
thinking, and what will the effects be?  
What are the Canadian values that we want 
to project abroad?  How will the training 
from Exercise Charging Bison be used in 
the future?  We hope to have representa-
tion from the military, politicians,  and 
experts on the “ responsibility to protect”  
and civilian-military cooperation.  This 
panel discussion will be held on Wednes-
day May 3, during the week of Exercise 
Charging Bison, in Eckhardt-Gramatté 
Hall, University of Winnipeg, at 7:30 pm. 
     In the meantime, please read the Project 
Ploughshares report on Afghanistan, 
“Afghanistan:  Toward counter-insurgency 
by other means”  from January 2006, on 
their website www.ploughshares.ca 

The Canadian Forces are undertaking ur-
ban warfare/three block war military exer-
cises in Winnipeg from April 30 to May 6 
with reservists from the 38th Brigade.  A 
three block war is the concept of undertak-
ing humanitarian assistance, peacekeeping 
operations, and full warfare within three 
adjoining city blocks.  The status of the 
blocks can vary at different times of day 
and night or in sudden reaction to an event. 
     In response to these exercises, Project 
Peacemakers will be hosting two forums. 
     The first will be an opportunity for 
downtown residents and Winnipeggers in 
general to find out more information from 
the military and talk to them and the city 
about their concerns.  The scant and con-
tradictory information about the exercise 
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highly efficient vehicle, 
survivability after a deto-
nation is imperative. 
Choice of material and 
configurations help to 
minimize the damage 
from the high pressures 
of a blast. Since these 
machines are subject to 
some of the harshest 
environments, often very 
hot and dusty, moving 
parts are very susceptible 
to breakdown and must 
be quickly and easily 
repaired. To assist in 
design and repair, Dig-
ger adopted a “LEGO”  
building concept which 
allows for quick and easy assembly. All of 
these design features contribute to a more 
viable solution for landmine removal.   
      The second prototype (Digger D-2) 
has begun a six month operation in South-
Sudan for extensive testing. It is an oppor-
tunity for the D-2 to prove itself in real 
conditions and help clear roads so that 
humanitarian assistance can reach those 

people who are presently isolated by the 
landmines. Updates are available on their 
website at www.digger.ch.  
 
Pierre-Joel is a student in Mechanical 
Engineering at the University of Manitoba. 
He is currently in his fourth year in the 
programme. 

The D-2 Digger clears to depths of 20 cm to  
destroy buried landmines 

 

Hiroshima Diary 
 

Mayors for Peace Art 
 and Education Exhibit 

 
Launch: Monday March 20, 7 pm 

Carol Shields Auditorium 
Millennium Library 

 
Featuring: 

School choirs, reflections, Hinode 
Taiko drumming, Japanese food 
and paper peace crane making 

 

 
Please come to the launch 

 

The exhibit runs until April 28, 2006 
 
 

75-8178 for more info 
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Watch in 1990.  Then, the protesters to-
gether read a vow of non-violence.  Fol-
lowing that, wooden crosses were handed 
out to each of the participants.  Each cross 
had the name of someone who had died at 
the hands of an SOA-trained soldier, and 
some had more information such as the 
age, occupation or home town of that per-
son.  The crosses were used during the 
next part of the protest - a vigil for those 
that had been killed.  People on stage 
chanted the names of people killed in 
South America whose deaths were linked 
to the school: thousands of names.  After 
each name was read, possibly with other 
information, the crowd would lift up their 
crosses and chant “presente.”  
     I’ve heard many times that statistics 
hide the true nature of tragedies, and dur-
ing this vigil that really struck home for 
me.  Here, each person was being honored.  
I could go into a sort of trance as my mind 
sought to hide from what was being con-
veyed here, but something would always 
bring me back.  Whether I heard the names 
of an entire family; heard someone’s name 
who was my same age; heard the words 
“pregnant,”  “Oscar Romero,”  or “mother 
of;”  or the age of a baby, child, or elder; or 
heard a score of unidentified children com-
ing from the same village. 
     During the vigil, the crowd moved in a 
funeral procession, up one side of the 
street towards the stage, around the back 
of it, and back down the other side of the 
street.  Pallbearers in black cloaks and 
white masks carried coffins down the cen-
ter of the street.  At various times a heli-
copter would fly overhead or the speakers 
behind the fence would issue their double-
speak.  I would say “presente”  even 
louder, trying to drown them out.  Once 
the pallbearers had finished their walk to 
the gate, they were splattered in red paint 
and had a “die-in”  at the gate.  As the pro-
cession moved, each protestor-come-
mourner would hang her or his cross on 
the fence, or throw it over.  Some protes-
tors hung signs and 
banners on the 
fence.  Some would 
stop and pause in 
silent prayer or 
cont empl at i on, 
perhaps while look-
ing at the tableau of 
fallen pallbearers, 
representing a mas-
sacre.  Then, they 
would circle around 
and continue the 
procession, away 

from the stage, this time.  The vigil lasted 
for hours; I think at least three.  I don’ t 
think anyone could have gone through that 
without being infuriated, disgusted, ex-
hausted and heartbroken. 
 
School of the America©s Watch: www.soaw.org 
SCM website: www.scmcanada.org  
 
Michael Nerman is a Western Region Rep-
resentative for  the SCM and hopes to one 
day get an intentional community together, 
living in a housing co-op. 
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By Michael Nerman 
I am a participant in the Student Christian 
Movement here in Winnipeg. We are a 
University-based group focused on ecu-
menical and multi-faith spirituality, pro-
gressive social justice, and community.  
The York University SCM has been organ-
ising yearly road trips to the School of the 
Americas for a protest that is held there 
every year on November 16th.  This year, 
they changed the format to more of a pil-
grimage, with several stops along the way 
to learn about and discuss related issues.  
Students from across Canada (and one 
from Philadelphia) converged in Toronto 
to begin this journey, and I was fortunate 
to be able to join them. 

From the SOA Watch website: 
 
The School of the Americas (SOA), in 2001 
renamed the “ Western Hemisphere Insti-
tute for Security Cooperation,”  is a com-
bat training school for Latin American 
soldiers, located at Fort Benning, Geor-
gia. 
 
Initially established in Panama in 1946, it 
was kicked out of that country in 1984 
under the terms of the Panama Canal 
Treaty. Former Panamanian President, 
Jorge Illueca, stated that the School of the 
Americas was the “ biggest base for desta-
bilization in Latin America.”  The SOA, 
frequently dubbed the “ School of Assas-
sins,”  has left a trail of blood and suffer-
ing in every country where its graduates 
have returned. 
 
      You have to walk down the road that 
leads to Fort Benning in order to get to the 
protest.  All along the street are tables of 
people with information about social jus-
tice issues as well as vendors similar to 
what I’ve seen at protests in Winnipeg, 
except multiplied by 100.  Some of the 
vendors live on the street and set up stands 
selling drinks, food and coffee.  Near the 
grounds of Fort Benning, SOA Watch has 
erected a large stage for the occasion, and 
on the base’s property line, the military 
has erected three fences with barbed wire, 
just for the occasion.  There were also 
speakers behind the gates that would regu-
larly spew forth a message about how Fort 
Benning was legally entitled to operate, 
while it is illegal for anyone to trespass on 
the grounds. 
     The protest itself was huge; there were 
over 16,000 people gathered there.  It be-
gan with some speeches and songs from 
folks on the stage, including a speech by 
Father Roy Bourgeois, who founded SOA 
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A vigiler clutches the cross repre-
senting the death of Paulina 
Marquez, killed by School of 

Americas-trained soldiers 
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Advisor at the Washington, DC based 
Center for Defense Information and a for-
mer Assistant Secretary of Defense in the 
Clinton Administration, acknowledged 
that Canada doesn’ t have to participate in 
every weapon’s system that is being devel-
oped today in every single element that 
makes up NORAD. 
     “So, I don’ t see why Canada should 
participate in missile defence when it 
doesn’ t participate in the other systems,”  
he said during a telephone interview from 
his home in Texas. 
     Coyle finds it “astonishing”  that the 
U.S. is asking Japan to increase its defence 
spending and also pay – along with other 
participating countries – for its participa-
tion in missile defence.  
     “That’s what we do. Our defence con-
tractors want to get more money. They 
want these new countries to sign up and 
pay. They make disingenuous comments 
to the U.S. Congress that other countries 
paying would reduce the cost to the U.S. 
taxpayer,”  he said. 
     As Ernie Regehr, a  Senior Policy Ad-
visor  with Project Ploughshares, wrote 
BMD “owes its continued life not to its 
promise of security from nuclear attack, 
but its promise of financial security to its 
builders and their political advocates.”  
(The Ploughshares Monitor, Winter 2005) 
     Thus, it’s naive for anyone to think that 
Canada would not be exempt from being 
asked to help pay for the multi-billion 
dollar BMD pork barrel if we were to join. 
     The BMD hardware being deployed in 
Alaska and California has no demonstrated 
capability to defend the United States, let 
alone Canada, against enemy missile at-
tack under realistic operational conditions. 
Those tests that were successful were arti-
ficial and scripted, said Coyle, who was 
“disappointed”  when President Bush with-
drew the U.S. from the all important Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) several 
years ago.  
     Besides, Canada has a strong voice in 
continental defence policies through its 
involvement in NORAD. 
     While space is already militarized, 
BMD would lead to the weaponization of 
the heavens. The system which the US 
wants to build will introduce “strike weap-
ons”  – those with attack capabilities – into 
space for the first time. “You have to think 
how various countries would react,”  said 
Coyle.  China, for example, only has about 
20 ICBMs that can reach the U.S. and 
Canada, and some of them have decoys 
and countermeasures.  
     “So in response to U.S. and Canadian 
missile defense efforts, China could decide 
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• Computer & Network 
Tech Support via phone,  

e-mail, or on-site for small 
and medium sized  

Businesses 
 

• Website and e-mail 
Hosting packages beginning 

at $15 per month 
 

Please call or e-mail for more 
information: 

 
204-797-8589 

info@barrymckay.com 

Former Prime Minister Paul Martin made 
the correct decision in 2005 to not directly 
participate in the US ballistic missile de-
fence system. 
     Yet,  there are those who believe that, 
as one recent editorial in a major daily 
said, we “should vigorously pursue the 
resumption of negotiations with the 
Americans -- Canada has nothing to lose 
from it; and it stands to gain a great deal in 
ensuring the nation©s national security.”  
     Defence Minister Gordon O©Connor is 
another BMD booster. He has stated that 
Ottawa is willing to reopen the controver-
sial BMD debate – this despite the fact that 
the US does not seem interested in reopen-
ing the issue, at least not now. 
     BMD proponents notwithstanding, it’s 
still in Canada’s best interests to refrain 
from becoming involved in BMD. There 
are a number of reasons why this is so. 
     During a talk at the National Press Club 
in Ottawa on February 23, the Pentagon’s 
former chief weapons tester, Philip E. 
Coyle III noted that shooting down an 
enemy missile going 15,000 mph out in 
space is like trying to hit a hole-in-one in 
golf when the hole is going the same speed 
and the green is covered with black circles 
the same size as the hole.  Its feasibility is 
increasingly in doubt; the Pentagon’s en-
thusiasm for it is in apparent decline; “The 
defender doesn©t know which target to aim 
for,”  he said.  
     As Coyle emphasized, in defense, as in 
other fields, it is folly for the U.S. and 
Canada to use our hope for technological 
relief as an excuse to avoid accommodat-
ing or dealing with our enemies in the 
global environment in which we both ex-
ist. 
     In the U.S. the ground-based, mid-
course missile defense system (GMD) is 
facing increased skepticism because of 
delays, testing problems and rising costs, 
retired U.S. military Lieutenant General 
Robert Gard and John D. Isaacs, of the 
Council for a Livable World, wrote in a 
recent document – Stop Deployment of 
National Missile Defense.  
     They point out that BMD is being de-
veloped and deployed to intercept one or 
very few warheads launched by inter-
continental ballistic missiles (ICBM) 
against the United States. “The administra-
tion is requesting $10.4 billion for missile 
defense, the largest single program in the 
fiscal year 2007 Pentagon budget, a cost 
that could rise to $19 billion annually in a 
few years, according to the Congressional 
Budget Office,”  said Isaacs and Gard. 
     Significantly, Coyle, who is a Senior 

to build up 
t h e i r 
stockpi l e 
of ICBMs 
to Russian 
levels, so 
that China 
also could 
o v e r -
w h e l m 
those de-
fenses, just 
like Rus-
s i a , ”  
st r essed 
Coyle. 
     A num-
ber of 
opinion polls conducted over the past cou-
ple of years reveal that a majority of Cana-
dians do not want to be part of creating a 
new arms race in space.  
     BMD has not been shown to be effec-
tive and for the foreseeable future any 
threat that may emerge is better and more 
effectively dealt with from the ground, not 
from space, Coyle said. 
     Arms Control can be remarkably effec-
tive, and can have enduring benefits for 
decades, he added. 
     Canada should continue to promote 
such efforts and stay out of BMD. 
 
Martin Zeilig, a freelance journalist, is a 
member of Project Peacemakers. 
 
A version of this article may appear in the 
Winnipeg Free Press. 

By Martin Zeilig 

Philip E. Coyle, former 
director  of Pentagon 

weapons tests 
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Early in the morning of August 6, 1945, 
Japan called off an air raid alert in the Hi-
roshima vicinity after it was determined that 
only three solitary American planes were 
inbound.  At 8:15, the Enola Gay dropped 
Little Boy over Hiroshima, and the clear, 
sunny day was disrupted with a blast 
equivalent to 13 tons of TNT.  The city was 
leveled, killing 80 000 people instantly and 
a total of 140 000 from radiation and burns 
by the year’s end.  Three days later, Na-
gasaki suffered a similar fate. 
     Sixty years later, the world gathered in 
New York City for a month to try to main-
tain the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT): a 
bargain between 
nuclear weapons 
“have”  states and 
nuclear weapon 
“have-not”  states 
that those with 
these terrible 
weapons would 
dismantle them 
under the condi-
tion that those 
without would 
keep promises to 
not build nuclear weapons. 
     The NPT is failing.  Nuclear weapon 
states, primarily the United States, are 
researching new types of nuclear weapons 
and only dismantling older, excess weap-
ons. Non-nuclear weapon states are going 
nuclear with Pakistan and India recently 
joining the fold (India being fully accepted 
as a nuclear weapon state last week by the 
US), and with North Korea and Iran trying 
to gain nuclear weapons. It’s clear that 
nuclear weapons give a country regional 
and international military clout and a 
heightened deterrence ability.  Although 
the nuclear weapon issue is not nearly as 
prominent in the public mind as it was in 
the 1980s, the world is arguably more at 
risk of a nuclear strike than it was during 
the latter days of the Cold War. 
      Mayors for Peace is a Hiroshima-
based, UN-affiliated network of over 1200 
cities around the world Mayors for Peace 
aims to build solidarity and facilitate coor-
dination among the cities that support the 
Programme to Promote the Solidarity of 
Cities toward the Total Abolition of Nu-
clear Weapons. Its primary goal is to work 
internationally to raise consciousness re-
garding nuclear weapons abolition. On 
October 17, 2003 former mayor Glen 
Murray registered the City of Winnipeg as 

a member of Mayors for Peace.  
Deputy Mayor Mike Pagtakhan 
reaffirmed Winnipeg’s commit-
ment on August 6th, 2005 at the 
Hiroshima – Nagasaki Lanterns 
for Peace Memorial. 
     Project Peacemakers is now  
launching a major art show, enti-
tled Hiroshima Diary:  Mayors 
for Peace Art and Education 
Exhibit, at the Millennium Li-
brary on March 20.  It is sup-
ported by the Winnipeg Public 
Library, Manitoba Japanese Ca-
nadian Citizens’  Association, 

Mayors for 
Peace, the 
G l o b a l 
Col l ege, 
the Mani-
toba Japanese Cana-
dian Cultural Cen-
tre, city councillors 
Harvey Smi th, 
Jenny Gerbasi, and 
Donald Benham, 
and MLA Rob Alte-
meyer. 
     The exhibit will 
feature materials 
donated by the Hi-

roshima Peace Foundation, including a 30 
poster set depicting art, photographs, and 
education concerning the atomic weapons 
that were used on 
Hi roshima and 
Nagasaki.  Toki 
Orui’s paintings of 
the Hi roshi ma 
Peace Dome, the 
sole remaining 
building from the 
destruction, will be 
featured.  As well, 
the Mi l lennium 
Library will show-
case items from 
their collection on 
the subject of nu-
clear weapons, 
nuclear war, and 
other issues relating 
to peace and war. 
     The goal of this 
exhibit is to re-
member the vic-
tims of the nuclear 
bombing of Hi-
roshima and Na-
gasaki, to educate 
the public about 
nuclear weapons 

and their increasing threat to life on this 
planet, and to encourage citizens and the 
people of Winnipeg and Manitoba to take 
action to work to abolish nuclear weapons.  
Mayors for Peace and the Parliamentary 
Network for Nuclear Disarmament are 
working for UN acceptance of a program 
to gradually reduce nuclear weapons with a 
goal of total abolishment by 2020. 
     The exhibit runs until April 28, 2006. 
 
Derrick Martens is Program Coordinator 
of Project Peacemakers. 
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By Derrick Martens 

The Hiroshima Peace Dome, as painted by 
Toki Orui.  Her paintings will be at the  

Hiroshima Diary Art and Education exhibit. 

Hiroshima Diary Launch 
 

Monday March 20, at 7:00 pm 
Carol Shields Auditorium  

Millennium Library (2nd floor) 
 
Featuring choirs from Royal School 
and Gordon Bell High School, Hinode 
Taiko drumming, a welcome statement 
from the Mayor of Hiroshima, personal 
reflections, origami paper peace crane 
making, and Japanese food. 
 
Please come and invite your friends! 
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Fred E. Jandt  
Sage, 2004.  4th edit ion. 
498 pages.  
 

Reviewed by John Derksen 

Global peace requires understanding 
across cultures.  This wide-ranging book 
aims to help readers recognize the influ-
ence of their own culture on their world-
view, expand their awareness of other 
cultures’  ways, value the contributions and 
challenges of each culture, and communi-
cate well with people of various back-
grounds. 
     Four main sections comprise the book.  
Part I, “Culture as Context for Communi-
cation,”  explores the relationships between 
communication, culture and perception.  
Part II, “Communication Variables,”  dis-
cusses verbal and nonverbal communica-
tion, and barriers to communication such 
as stereotypes and language.  Part III, 
“Cultural Values,”  explores how dimen-
sions of culture express themselves in the 
USA, in Arab culture, and in women and 
children worldwide.  Part IV, “Cultures 
within Cultures,”  discusses immigration, 
acculturation, group identities, and multi-
culturalism.   
     The concepts of high and low context 
and of face (ch 3) need expansion.  But on 
nonverbal communication (ch. 6) and on 
the reciprocal influence of language and 
culture (ch. 7), the book is strong.  A su-
perb chapter (8) on five dimensions of 
culture --  “ individualism, masculinity, 
power distance, and uncertainty avoid-
ance”  (183), and long versus short term 
orientation to life -- provides both an over-
view of 50 countries and an in-depth study 
of Japanese culture.  A section on the 
characteristics and privileges of white 
culture (455-56) offers valuable insights. 
     In light of 9/11 (95, 233, 329), Jandt 
rightly compares U.S. culture (ch. 9) with 
Arab culture (ch. 10).  However, he needs 
to understand Arab culture more deeply, 
and inform the reader explicitly that the 
chapters intend a cross-cultural compari-
son.  Similarly, chapters 13, 14 and 15 
show varying sides of the forces for and 
against acculturation, but readers need a 
clear call to hold all three chapters to-
gether for comparison.  
     A strong orientation toward inclusion 
surfaces in a section on homosexuality 
(421-440), but other discussion of preju-
dice and cultural conflict around the dis-
abled, women, visible minorities or the 

poor is curiously noncommittal.  This 
may be the book’s greatest weakness:  
rich information around a history or a 
culture often fails to argue a thesis.  
At times the history is so skeletal that 
topics change from sentence to sen-
tence (e.g., 266).  At other times the 
history meanders so widely (e.g., 
162-78) that the point about intercul-
tural communication is lost.  In sto-
ries of migration to Brazil, Peru and 
Argentina (ch. 13), and in descrip-
tions of magazines and radio and 
television shows (e.g., 376-387), 
Jandt fails to ask:  So what?  Mini-
conclusions would help him tie these 
examples to an argued thesis. 
     Many interesting sayings, stories 
or articles in boxed sections illustrate 
the main text’s point.  Sometimes 
their contents seem unconnected to 
the main text or too outdated to be 
helpful.  Useful graphs compare items of 
culture and communication in a range of 
countries.  Humorous aspects of culture 
include nonverbal gestures (130-32), sym-
bols of love (141), and linguistic bloopers 
(314). 
     Every chapter opens with a helpful 
outline of its main contents, definitions of 
key terms, and a brief introduction.  It 
needs a thesis that 
drives the argu-
ment forward.  
Boldface headings 
add clarity, but too 
many headings 
sometimes inter-
rupt the flow of 
thought.  A 
thoughtful feature 
at the end of chap-
ters is a simply 
written summary 
intended for ESL 
readers.  Glossa-
ries appear at the 
end of each chap-
ter and at the end 
of the book.  The 
book includes a 
thorough bibliog-
raphy and index of 
names and subject. 
     An Introduction 
to Intercul tural 
Communi cat i on 
offers a wealth of 
information about 

various cultures and about communication, 
but it needs a sharper argument to provide 
passion, focus and unity. 
 
John Derksen is Assistant Professor of 
Conflict Resolution Studies at Menno 
Simons College in Winnipeg, MB, and a 
board member of Project Peacemakers. 
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create a Department of Peace, whose in-
tention would be to infuse all departments 
and agencies of Government with an ethic 
of peace, and whose over-riding mandate 
would be to re-invigorate Canada’s role as 
a global peace builder through the promo-
tion of non-violent resolution of conflict, 
human rights and the security of persons 
and their communities, socio-economic 
justice and democratic participation in 
government.  This Department would, in 
its planning process, involve civil society 
and its voluntary organizations, and would 
use its own staff and also other govern-

ment departments in 
appropriate action.  The 
Minister would have 
human and financial 
resources required for a 
full department. 
     In making this pro-
posal, our study group 
is aware that there are 

working groups promoting departments of 
peace in Great Britain, the United States 
and six other countries.  Of these, one is in 
Canada, the Canadian Working Group for 
a Federal Department of Peace, centred in 
Victoria, BC, includes leading citizens and 
has done a substantial study from which 
our group has greatly benefited.  We 
would encourage other groups such as 
Project Peacemakers to form groups and to 
strengthen the movement for a Canadian 
Department of Peace. 
 
 Doug McMurty is active on the Project 
Peacemakers Finance Committee, and is 
the 2003 recipient of the Project Peace-
makers Joan Melanson Award. 
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I am a member of a study group at Imman-
uel United Church in Winnipeg.  Over the 
thirty years of our history we have tried to 
understand the significant social issues of 
our time in the light of our Christian faith.  
Occasionally we have taken action on one 
of these issues, as we did recently with the 
issue of child poverty in Manitoba, when 
we entered into conversation with our 
members of the legislature. 
     Last year we spent most of our time 
preparing and leading studies, with another 
group, of Lloyd Axworthy’s book Navi-
gating a New 
World.  It is a book 
which made us 
think about Can-
ada’s possible role 
in creating a global 
communi t y  i n 
which there is 
“human security.”   
By human security we mean not only free-
dom from violence and war between na-
tions, but also protection from internal 
violence and oppression, freedom from 
poverty, and the security which comes 
from adequate water resources, heath care 
and a healthy environment.  In other words 
we mean the general well-being of all 
people. 
     Our group believes that Canada has a 
significant role to play in this global enter-
prise, a role for which need to create a new 
department of the federal government 
which will have this as its primary task.  
We propose that this be called “The De-
partment of Peace.”  
     Our underlying concern has been well 
expressed by Senator Douglas Roche when 
he said, “The very agonies of war and the 
dark night of suffering that has lasted for 
centuries are awakening civilization to a 
new understanding:  the people of the earth 
have a sacred right to peace.”   Our under-
standing of this sacred right comes from 
Jesus Christ, who stood in the tradition of 
the Hebrew prophets, and who calls us to 
be peacemakers.  We are aware that Can-
ada, which in the past has been known for 
its peacekeeping activities, is now commit-
ting its armed forces to projects of armed 
intervention, as in Afghanistan.  We are 
also aware that our federal government 
spends approximately 16 billion dollars 
annually on international peace and secu-
rity through its departments and agencies, 
but seems mainly to be focused on terror-
ism and national security. 
     Our proposal is that the government 

“The very agonies of war and the 
dark night of suffering that has 
lasted for centuries are awaken-
ing civilization to a new under-
standing:  the people of the earth 
have a sacred right to peace”  
            - Senator (Ret.) Doug Roche 

by Doug McMurtry Did You Know? 
 
In the US, the idea for a Depart-
ment of Peace goes back to the 
administration of George Wash-
ington. 
 
The first formal US proposal was 
in 1792. 
 
Dennis Kucinich proposed Ameri-
can Department of Peace legisla-
t ion in 2001 and 2003.  His efforts 
galvanized others around the 
world to work for their own de-
partments of peace. 
 
Recent movements in the UK for a 
Ministry of Peace began in 2003, 
followed shortly by a Parliamen-
tary Bill. 
 
Australians first thought about a 
Ministry of Peace in 1937, and 
again of a Department of Peace in 
2001. 
 
In Canada, the Working Group for 
a Federal Department of Peace 
was launched in 2003 in Victoria. 
 
Attached to the World Peace Forum 
in Vancouver in June, the 2nd Peo-
ple’s Summit for Departments of 
Peace will be held, on June 22-23. 
 
For more Canadian information, see 
www.departmentofpeacecanada.com 
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Project Peacemakers 
News and Upcoming Events 
 
Hiroshima Diary Launch 
Monday, March 20, 7 pm 
Carol Shields Auditorium (2nd floor) 
Millennium Library 
Join us for the special launch of the 
Hiroshima Diary: Mayors for Peace Art 
and Education Exhibit.  Join dignitar-
ies and representatives of all levels of 
government to remember those who 
died in Hiroshima and Nagasaki and 
commit to working for peace. 
School choirs, reflections, Hinode 
Taiko drumming, paper crane mak-
ing, and Japanese food. 775-8178 for 
more information. 
 
Hiroshima Diary Exhibit 
March 20 to April 28 
Blankstein Gallery— 2nd Floor 
Millennium Library 
Featuring educational posters on 
nuclear weapons  and the bombing 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, art from 
Japanese and Canadian artists, infor-
mation about nuclear weapons and 
disarmament, speaker series. 
 
Eco-Friendly Fundraiser Dinner 
Saturday April 29, 6 pm  • $10 
St. Paul's Anglican Church 
Guest speaker:  Jo-Anne Perry from 
the International Institute for Sus-
tainable Development. Vegetarian 
food, with some vegan dishes; great 
Silent Auction. Tickets will be avail-
able March 24. 
 
Panels on Exercise Charging Bison  
Wed April 19, 7:30 pm 
Theatre A, Manitoba Hall, UofW 
Discussion with those affected:  local 
residents, military, city - about the 
exercise and an opportunity to raise 
any concerns. 
Wed May 3, 7:30 pm 
Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall, UofW 
Discussion about the changing role 
of Canada’s military and peacekeep-
ing, and the Afghanistan mission. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
Wed. May 24, 7:30 pm 
Westminster United Church 
After the business, we’ll do some-
thing fun and educational:  we’ll 

work through one of the ses-
sions from our recent and 
well-received Creating a Cul-
ture of Peace Senior Years 
Teacher Resource.  Bring your 
teacher friends! 
 

For a little PEACE of mind 
call us for all your insurance needs. 

 
 

Autopac  •  Business  •  Home 
 

 Life •  Group Benefits 
 

 
Tony Taronno CAIB 

 
186-2025 Corydon Ave. 
Winnipeg, MB  R3P 0N5 

 
Phone 988-1511 
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World’s Largest Arms Exporters 2004 
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To get involved in Project Peacemakers, 
come by our office or give us a call. 
Presently we have about 250 members.  
Membership includes a subscription to 
Peace Projections and input into the 
organization’s programs and activities.  
Annual rates are $25 one year; $40 two 
years; low-income/student $8; $35 insti-
tutional.  Tax receipts available for dona-
tions over $10.  The work of peacemak-
ing is important and exciting.  Please join 
us in this endeavour.  Invite your friends 
as well. 

Red River Co-op 
Please consider buying your gas from 
Red River Co-op, using the Project 
Peacemakers member number: 
115339.  We receive several hundred 
dollars a year this way.  Thanks to 
everyone who supports us through 
Co-op purchases. 
 
Peace Library Internet Registration 
Please visit our fully-functional, updated 
peace library catalogue at 
www.projectpeacemakers.org and regis-
ter yourself.  Registration is needed to 
hold, renew, and sign out items. 
 
Peace Projections Volume # Change 
Somewhere in the early 1990’s the 
volume number was incorrectly used 
and followed.  We are now reverting 
back to the sequence begun when 
we first starting publishing in 1985.  
Thus, this will issue will be Vol. 22, 
not 16.  We now also have an ISSN 
number:   ISSN 1718-4258   
 
Donations and Memberships 
When mailing cheques to Project 
Peacemakers, please write in the 
memo line if it is a membership re-
newal, donation (which receives a tax 
receipt), or both. 

Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Country 

USA 
Russia 
France 
UK 
Germany 
Canada 
China 
Israel 

   US$ (billion) 
 18.555 
    4.6 
    4.4 
    1.9 
    0.9 
    0.9 
    0.7 
    0.5 

UN Category 
Category II: 
Armoured 
Combat 
Vehicles 

Source: Project Ploughshares, The Ploughshares 
Monitor  Autumn 2005, Vol. 26, No. 3.  Data from  the 
Congressional Resource Service. 

CAE                  Montreal 
General Dynamics Land Systems    London 
SNC– Lavalin Group             Montreal 
General Dynamics                  Nepean 
Bell Helicopter Textron          Mirabel 
Bombardier                  Montreal 
Magellan Aerospace      Mississauga 
L-3 Communications Can.   Toronto 
Pratt & Whitney Canada     Montreal 
Northstar Aerospace             Toronto 

Canada’s Largest Military  
Contractors in 2004: 
 
Company head 
office/main plant 

Military 
Sales 
Cdn $ 

566 
537 
340 
317 
260 
260 
201 
195 
164 
111 

Source: Project Ploughshares, The Ploughshares 
Monitor  Winter 2005, Vol. 26, No. 4.   

Canada’s Report to the UN Regis-
ter of Conventional Arms, 2004 

USA 
New Zealand 
Australia 

5 Leopard 
tank chassis 
  88 LAVs* 
31 LAVs 
12 LAVs 

State Item 

Category III: 
Large- calibre 
artillery  
systems 

Saudi Arabia 
67 LAVs - 
with assault 
gun - 90 
mm cannon 

Source: Project Ploughshares, The Ploughshares 
Monitor  Autumn 2005, Vol. 26, No. 3. 

USA 

*Light Armoured Vehicle 


